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SUMMARY REPORT 



OF THE • - • 



OPERATIONS OF THE GEOLOGICAL CORPS, 

TO 3l8T DECEMBER, 1879. 



BY 



ALFRED R. C. SELWYN, F.R.8., F.G.S., 

DIRECTOR OF TH| GIOLOCIICAL AND NATURAL HISTORY 8URYBYS OF CANADA. 



The field operations of the (Geological Survey daring the past year 
have, ajs usual, extended east and west frpm ocean to ocean, and also 
from Manitoba to the western shores of Hudson's Bav. The results, 
though valuable and interesting, are not in many respects* as satisfac- 
tory or complete as the}' might be were the et!brts of the very limited 
available staff of explorers more concentrated. 

In the early part of the season much of my own time, and later a 
portion of Mr. Whit^aves' time, was occupied in connection with the 
publication of the Reports for 1877-78, forming a volume of 500 pages, 
with numerous illustrations, views, maps, sections and woodcuts. This 
was issued in October, and has since been distributed. The total cost 
of the paper, printing and lithographic work for the English edition, 
3,500 copies, has been $5,240.27, and for the French edition, 400 
copies, $2,L'78.05. 

The districts in which geological explorations and surveys have l^^^^ricts 
been made during the past summer are :i8 follows: — 

1. British (V)lumbia. 

2. The North-West Territories. 
8. Quebec. 

4. New Brunswick. 

5. Nova Scotia. 

In British Columbia and in the Rocky Mountain region to the oast^ §JP/f;jJX;j[ 
ward, Dr. G. M. Dawson worked in conjunction with an exploratory JJJ^^iji]^"^"*' 



# 



• • 












. • t 






Extent of 
coontry to be 
trarened. 



Preliminary 
nepo 



»port. 



Z ;.. •, GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OP CANADA. 

•• • • 
••. * 

parft^.of the GanadiaD Pacific Railway Survey, for the pui'pose of 
, a^cei'taining the main geological features of the countiy ti'avei'sed and 
.••ii8 prospective value for agricuitui-al or pastoral occupation. This 
. '^-exploration occupied seven months, and involved a journey by rail 
and steamboat of 6,160 miles, and by {pack-ti*aiu, c^noe and waggon of 
about 2,380 miles. The region to which attention was more especially 
directed lay between the mouth of the Skeena River on the Pacific 
0>a8t and Edmonton on the Saskatchewan River, including also Pine 
River Pass and its approaches and the fertile country north and south 
of Peace River. 

The vast extent of country to be traversed left but little time for 
the examination of geological details, and caused the exploration 
to assume, to a great extent, the character of a rapid reconnaisancc of 
the physical and economic features of the country. A general geolo- 
gical section has, however, been obtained from the Skeena River to the 
Peace River country east of the Rocky Mountains, also much new 
geographical and genei*al information respecting the climate and 
natural resources of the region, including meteorological observations 
and illustrative photographs. 

The work of 1879 having been carried on in connection with the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Survey, a preliminary report of its results 
has been prepared at the request of Mr. Sandfoixl Fleming, Engineer- 
in-Chief, and is published as Appendix No. 7 of the Railway Rej?oil. 
This deals chiefly with the climate and agricultural value of the region 
travei*sod, but includes also general notes on its geological features 
and minerals of economic importance. A detailed report, in which 
the geological structure of the country is treated of at greater 
length, and which will be accompanied by a map, is now in coureo of 
preparation. 
Explorations of Dr. R. Bell, assisted by Mr. Cochrane, was occupied in completing 
ion River basin and extending the work of the previous season in the region to the 
north and north-west of Lake Winnipeg. Track surveys and geological 
examinations were made extending over a total distance of 1,700 
miles, including the following rivers and lakes : — 

Nelson River Batin and Lake Winnipeg. 

1. The cast side of Lake Winnipeg, from Dog's Head to the mouth of 

Red River. 

2. The Nelson River, from Goose-hunting River to the point reached from 

the sea in 1878, including Split Lake and Gull Lake. 

3. Grass River and lakes upon its course, from the mouth to the head of 

the east branch. 

4. The western channels of Sipi-wesk Lake and the channels leading 

and from Duck Lake. 
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5. Channels of Nelson River intersecting the eastern part of Ross Island, 

over fifty miles long. 

6. All the channels between Great and Little Playgreen Lakes. 

7. Jackfish River, from Rossville fission to above the first rapids. 

8. Canoe route from Knee Lake to God's Lake, including God's Lake. 

9. Canoe ronte between Oxford House and Island Lake, including Island 

Lake. 

10. Canoe route from Split Lake to Little Churchill River. 

Churchill River and Hudson^ 8 Bay. 

11. The Little Churchill River, for about one hundred miles, to its junction 

with the Great Churchill River. 

12. The Great Churchill River, from the above-named junction to the sea. 

13. The coast of Hudson's Bay, for a few miles on either side of Fort 

Churchill. 

■ 

Besides the track surveys above mentioned, considerable stretches of 
the previous season's work were re-surveyed to check distances and 
obtain greater accuracy of detail. 

Observations were frequently taken for latitude and magnetic varia- 
tion, and at a few points for longitude. The daily barometer and 
thermometer readings were registered, and the temperature of rivers 
and lakes taken. About fifty photographs were secured to illustrate 
the most interesting features of the regions explored, and a number of 
specimens collected. 

The general aspect of the whole region is level, and the prevailing 
soil a light colored clay. 

As far north as Sipi-wesk Lake, on the Nelson Kiver, and Knee Lake, soii and 
on the boat route fi-gm Lake Winnipeg to Hudson's Bay, both soil and ISl^o^nf''^*'** 
climate appear sufficiently good to maintain a population entirely 
dependent on agriculture. 

The examinations and surveys in the Province of Quebec during the Explorations, 
past season have extended over a very large area on both sides of the the Province" 
St. Lawrence. Besides attending to the general work of the survey** *^* 
and museum, a considerable part of my own time during the summer 
was devoted to the investigation commenced in 1877, and reported on 
last year, in connection with the determination of the geological struc- 
ture and age of the several formations constituting the Quebec group, 
the observations made with this object in view having during the sea- 
son extended over about 2,500 square miles from Quebec and the Val- 
ley of the Chaudiere Kiver to the Vermont boundary. There a meet- 
ing was aiTanged with Professor Hitchcock, the State Greologist of 
New Hampshire, in order to investigate together and discuss on the 
ground the points upon which divei*se opinions have hitherto pre- 
vailed, but which it is hoped will now be, so far as Canada and the 
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immediate adjoining territories are concerned, bronght into agree- 
ment. 

In the counties of Argenteuil, Terrebonne, Montcalm, Joliette and 
Berthier about 1,700 square miles have been examined in detail by 
Messrs. Vennor and Ord, particular attention having been paid to 
ascertaining the distribution of the Laurentian crystalline limestone 
bands and serpentines, with which most of the economic minerals of 
the region, iron ore, plumbago, phosphate, mica and asbestos are 
associated. 

On the south side of the St. Lawrence Mr. A. Webster has examined 
an area of about 1,700 square miles, lying, for the most part, within 
the great gold-bearing belt on the head waters of the Chaudiore, the 
St. Francis and the Salmon Rivers, including the country around Lakes 
Aylmer, St. Francis and Megantic. 

Mr. Richardson's attention has been devoted to making certain 
measurements and examinations between River du Loup, the 
Temiscouata road and the Trois Pistoles River, which were required 
to tix the out-crops and define the limits of the various formations. 
This work should now be extended north-eastwai-d to Gaspe, including 
a detailed exploration^ol the Schickschock Mountains. 

Work in New The progi'css of the work in New Brunswick has been satisfactory, 
MelSm Bailey examinations and surveys having been made in central and southern 
^atthew an j^^^ Brunswick, in Carleton and York counties, by Messra. Bailey, 
Matthew and Broad of about 1,500 square miles, including 600 miles of 
measurement by odometer and pacing ; and in northern New Bruns- 
wick, by Mr. Ells, in the counties of Northumberland, Restigouche 
and Gloucester, including the coast of the Bale des Chaleurs from 
Bathurst to Campbeltown. Some interesting photographic illustra- 
tions of the country have been secured, and about 1,000 miles of track 
surveys have been made. 

Explorations In Cape Breton an area of about 500 square miles, lying between 
in Cape Breton River Inhabitants Basin on the south and Whykokamagh on the north, 
has been closely surveyed by Mr. Fletcher, all roads, brooks and tracks 
having been measured by odometer, with the view of constructing an 
accurate and detailed map of this imi)ortant mineral district, in which 
deposits of coal, petroleum, gypsum, marble and other valuable 
minerals have been found, and give promise of becoming economically 
available. 

Some of the detailed reports of these explorations are now su 
mitted. The field- notes and the measurements of the othera have be 
worked up and plotted, but it is deemed advisable to defer their pul 
cation for further and more extended observations in the respect 
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areas. The general report on the geology of southern New BrunHwick, 
hy MesHi-H. Bailey, Matthew and Rlls, contains a brief suramary of the 
earlier reports on this region, and it expresses the present views ot the 
authors respecting the distribution, stinicture and relation of the several 
groups of strata, the subject being further illustrated by the geologi- 
cally colored maps and sections, with descriptive notes, which 
accompany the report. 

In this report and in the accompanying maps, the term Silurian is Use of the . 
restricted to tho«e formations which have hitherto been designated Cambro-Sila- * 
Upper and Middle Silurian^ embracing the Lower Helderberg, "riiJ!" *™ 



NOTE.— The Chazy formation will be included in the Oambro Silurian, Trenton 
group, as most in accordance with the stratigraphy and with the views of 
Billings, who says : « The Lower Silurian of America can be divided into two 
principal groups, one above the break at the base of the Chazy, the other 
belaw." t 

t Catalogues of the Silurian Fossila of the Island of Anticoeti. 1876, p. 79. See also 
Decade III., Canadian Organic Remainfl, p. 12, 1858, and Geology of Canada, p. 934. 



work, some of the details of which appear in the accompanying reports. 
This work also includes the examination of numei'ous and large col- 
lections from all parts of the Dominion, amounting probably to more 
than 7,000 specimens, and the determination and naming of a number 
of the species, also the commencement of the descriptions and figures of 
the fossils from the coal-bearing rocks of the Queen Charlotte Islands for 
the third part of the first volume of **Mesozoic Fossils," and the select- 
ing, naming, labelling and cataloguing of twelve collections of charac- 
teristic Canadian fossils, which have been presented to various 
educational institutions in the Dominion. 

• 

In addition to making collections in the field during the summer, Work of 
Messi*s. Weston and Willimott have been occupied in aiTanging the and Wiiiimott 
specimens in the Museum, and in preparing others for exhibition and 
distribution. Mr. Weston has made and mounted for microscopic ex- 
amination upwai-ds of one hundred and fifty slices of rocks, and has 
also made colored drawings of a number of them under the camera in 
the microscope. 

Twenty-eight collections of Canadian rocks and minerals, i^ontaining J^'^^^jj^?^^ 
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Catalogue of 
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branch. 



Distribution 
of publications 



Visitors to the 
Mi^iseam. 



together about 2,477 Hpecimens, have been selected, labelled and 
catalogued, by Mr. Willimott, for distribution to educational institu- 
tions in all parts of the Dominion ; and considerable progress has been 
made in a systematic numbering of the Museum collection, with a view 
to the preparation of a complete descriptfve catalogue. 

Since the date of my last repoi't the chemical branch of the survey 
has, I regret to say, lost the able and faithful services of Dr. B. J. 
Harrington, he having, owing to increasing collegiate duties, felt com- 
pelled to resign his position on the sul-ve}'. The work is, however, 
now most efficiently and zealously conducted by Mr. Christian 
Hoffmann, assisted since September by Mr. Frank Adams. It has in- 
cluded analysis of coals, kaolin, fire clay and several other minerals 
of economic importance or scientific interest, also determinations of 
iron, copper, manganese, lead, gold, silver, nickel and cobalt in ores, 
either collected by the survey or sent from various parts of the 
Dominion for examination and report. The details of some of this 
work will be found in Mr. Hoffmann's report. 

About 200 books, pamphlets and maps have been presented to the 
libraiy during the year in return for the publications of the survey, of 
which about 1,139 copies have l»een distributed, besides 1,600 sent to 
Ottawa for distribution. 

One thousand six hundred and three names have been registered in 
the visitors' book from 1st January to 31st December, 18*79. 

In some of the maps published with the present report, geological 
notes, signs and lettering appear in red, and in future it is j)roposed, 
in order to facilitate the study and use of the maps, published by the 
Sui*\'^ey, to use black for the topography only, while red, green and 
blue lettering will be used for geological, botanical and zoological 
notes respectively. 



Montreal, January 1st, 1880. 
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ProceediDgs Volume XXVII, Numbers 185-189 

" " XXVIII, '* 190-195 

" ** XXIX, « 196-197 

Museum of Practical Oeology and Geological Survey, London : — 

A Catalogue of the Library Compiled by White and Niwtom 

Journal of the Iron and Steel Institutcy Ixfndon : — 

Proceedings Number 2, 1878 

" « 1, 1879 

Manchester (Geological Society ; — 

TransaciionK Volume XV, Parts 1-0 

Royal Society of Edinburg : — 

Proceedings •. Volume IX, Session 1877-8 

Institution of Engineers and Ship Builders in Scotland: — 

Transactions Twenty Second Series 1878-9 

Glasgow University: — 

Calendar for the year 1879-80 

Royal Irish Academy, Dublin : — 

Transactions Volume XV 

Geological Surccy qf Hokkaido, Japan, By Benjamin Smith Ltman, Gei»logist and 

Mining Engineer : — 
Report on the Second Year's Progress of the Survey of the Oil Lands of Japan. 

By Benjamin Smith Lyman. 

Report of Progress tor 1878-79 

Four Sheets of Maps. 

Geological Survey of India : — 

Palseontologia Indica Volume I Series IV, Part 3 

" " Series II-3 

" " <i IV-2 

" " « X-3 

*' « " XI-2 

" « « XII-1 
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McmoirB Volume XIV 

" *' XV, Part 1 

Records <* X, " 3-4 

" " XT, « 1-4 

** " XII, ** I 

A Manual of the Geology of India. — Part 1-2. By H. B. Mkdlicott, M.A., and W. T, 
Blanpord, A.R.S.M., F.R.S. :— 
Contents and Index of the first ten volumes of the Records of the Geological 
Survey of India, 1868 to 1877. 

Royal Society of New South WaleSy Sydney : — 

Annual Report for the year 1877 

Geological Survey of Victoria^ Australia: — 

Report of Progress, By the Secretary for Mines, with Reports on the Geolog}-, 
Mineralogy and Physical Structure of various parts of the Colony. Number V. 

Mining Surveyors and Registrars^ Victoria^ Australia : — 

Reports 1878 

Report of the Chief Inspector of Mines 1878 

Mineral Statistics of Victoria 1 878 

John Rab, A.M., Commissioner of Railways : — 

Railways ef New South Wales : Rei)ort on their construction and working for 
1876. 

New Zealand Institute : — Jamkb Hector, M.D., F.R.S. : — 

Transactions and Proceedings Volume X-XI 

Reports of Geological Explorations during 1877-8, with Maps and Sections. 

u « u « 1878-9, " *' " 

Meteorological Report, 1877, including Returns for 1875-6, and Averages for 

previous years. 
Thirteenth Annual Re{>ort on the Colonial Museum and LulK)ratory, 1878-78. 
Fourteenth '' " " " « 1879-79. 

United States Geological Survey of the Territories : — Dr. F. V. HaydrN) U.S. Geologist : — 
Tenth Annual Report of the United States Geological and Geographical Survey 

of the Territories embracing Colorado and parts of adjacent Territories, 1876, 

By F. V. Havden. 
Birds of the Colorado Valley a Repository of Scientific and popular information 

concerning North American Ornithology. By Elliot Cowes : — 
Illustrations of Cretaceous and Tertiary Plants of the Western Territories ol" the 

United States. 

Bulletin Volume IV, Number 4 

<' " V, <• 1-3 

Catalogue of the Publications of the U.S. Geological and Geographical Survey 

of the Territories. F. V. Haydbn. 

United States Geographical and Geological Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region. J.N. 
Powell, in charge : — 
Report on the Geography of the Ilenry Mountains. By G. K. Gilbert. 
United States Geological Exploration of the J^arlieth Parallel. Clarence King, Geologist 
in charge : — 
Systematic Geology Volume I, By Clarence King. 
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Mining Industry Volume Til, By James D. Haqur 

With Geological Contributions. By Clarsnob King. 

United States Oeographicat Surveys west of the One ITundredth Meridian. First Lieut. 
Gio. M. WuEKLBB, in charge : — 
Vol. II. — ^Astronomy and Barometric Hypsometry. 
Vol. IV. — PalaBontology. By Charlks A. Whitb, M.D. 
Vol. VI.— Botany. By I. T. Rothrook. 
Annual Report of the Secretary of War for the year 1878. Part 1, 2, 3. 

Geological Survey of Pennsylvania : — Prof. J. P. Lb8LBY| State Geologint: — 

Report of Progress. The Brown Hematite Deposits of the Siluro-Cambrian 

Limestones of Lehigh County, 1875-0. By Frkderick Primi, Jk. 
Rei>ort of Progress. In the Juniata District on the Fossil Iron Ore Beds of 

Middle Pennsylvania, 1874-5. By John H. Dbwbks. 
Report of Progress. In Indiana County, 1877. By W. G. Platt. 
Report of Progress. The Northern Townships of Butler County, 1875. By H. 

Martvn Chance. 
Report of Progress, In Bradford and Tioga Counties, 1874-8. By Sherwood, 

Platt and Fulton. 
Report of Progress. Atlas to the Coal Flora of Pennsylvania and of the Car- 

l)onifcrous Formation throughout the United States. B. Lbo. Lbsquerbcx. 
Second Report of Progress in the Laboratory at llarrisburg. By Andrew S. 

McCreath. 
Catalogue of the Geological Museum. By Charlbs E. Hall. 

New York State Museum of Natural History ^ James Hall, LL.D., Director : — 
Twenty-Seventh Annual Report of the University, 1875. 
Twenty-Ninth " " '< 1876. 

Thirtieth " " '< 1877. 

The New York State Library ^ Albany^ N. Y. : — 

Fifty-Eighth Annual Report of the Trustees, 1875. 
Fifty-Ninth " « " 1876. 

Sixtieth *' " '• 1877. 

Sixty-Firat " " " 1878. 

Am&rican Geographical Society of Nt w York : — 

Journal Volume VII, VII I-IX 

Bulletin Number 3-6, 1878 

*' « 1-2, 1879 

The Smithsonian Institution^ Washington : — 

Documents relative to its origin and History. By William J. Rhbis. 

United States Coast Survey^ Washington : — 

Report of Progp-ess of the Survey 2 Vols., 1874-75 

Oeologieal Survey of New Jersey. — Geobgb H. Cookb, State Geologist : — 

Annual Report for the year 1 878 

Museum of Geology and Archeology of the College of New Jersey : — 

Topographic, Hypsometric and Meteorologic Report of the Princeton Scientific 
Expedition, numbec 2, By Libbet F. and W. W. McDonald. 

3o$lon Society of Naiural History: — 

Proceedings Volume XX, Part 1-2 
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American Academy qf Arts and SeienceSj Boston : — 

Proceedings, New Series, Vol. VI. Whole Scries, Vol. XIV. From May, 1878, 
to May, 1879. 

Geological Survey qf Alabama: — Eugene A. Smith, Pli. D., State Oeolngist : — 
Report of Progress for 1877 and 1878. 

Harvard College^ Cambridge, Mass.. U. S. : — 

The Auiiferous Gravels of the Sierra of California. By J. D. Whitmby. 

Annual Report of the Curator of Harvard College for 1878-79. 

Bulletin Volume V, Nui:!l>er8 8-16 

Essex Institute, Salem, Mass., U. S. : — 

Bulletin Volume X, 1878 

" " XI, 1879 

American Philosophical Society, Philadf'lphia : — 

Proceedings Volume XVII, Numbers 102-4 

Engineers Club of Philadelphia : — E. Bbllin, Editor : — 

Proceedings Volume 1, Numbers 1-4 

American Institute of Mining Engineers, Easton, Pa. : — 

Transactions 4 Volumes, 4-7 

Geological Survey of Iowa : — Presented by Uevd. W. H. B arris : — 

Report embracing the results of Investigations made during portions of the 

years 1855-56 and 57 Volume 1 2, Part 1 and 2 

Geology and Palaeontology By Hall and Whitney 

Prof. N. H. Winchell, M.A., iState Geologist of Minnesota : — 

Bulletin of the Minnesota Academy of Natural Sciences for 1877. 
The Seventh Annual Report of the Geological and Natural History Survey for 
1878. 

Geological Sunfey of Michigan : — Alexander Winchell, LL.D., Director : — 

Atlas accompanying Reports on Upper Peninsula, 1869 187:^. Twenty-five 
Sheets. By Julius Bien. 

Board of Agriculture, State of Maine : — S. L. Bordhan, Secretary : — 

Twenty-Second Annual Report 1877-78 

Professor 0. C. Marsh : — 

History and Methods of Pala;ontological Discovery. 

Nova Scotian Institute qf Natural Sciences : — 

Proceedings and Transactions Volume IV, Part III 

U « li u V " I 

Department qf Mines, Nova Scotia : — 

Report lor the year 1879 

Department of Public Works, Ottawa : — 

Annual Report of the Minister of Public Works for the Fiscal Year 1st July. 
1877, to 30th June, 1878. 

Department of AgrictUture, Ottawa : — 

Census of Canada ^ . . . . Volume V 

Library qf Parliament, Ottawa : — 

Index to the Catalogue of the Library of Parliament, Part II. 
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Samdford Fleming, En^neer-in-Chief of the Canada Pacific Railway : — 

Report in reference to tbe Canada Pacific Railway 1879 

Socitte Min^ralogique de France : — 

Bulletin Tome 1 , Numbers 1-7 

'• " 2, ' 1-8 

Joachim Barramdb, Paris : — 

Brachiopodes Volume V 

Geologishi Fdrenitujeim Stockholm ForhCindlinger : — 

Band J, Numlwrs 1-14 

♦' 5, '' 1-8 

Del. R. Comilatf (ieologico a' Italia : — 

Memorie per servire alia descrizione della carta (tcolgica d'ltalia. Volume III, 

Part I. 
Memoria presontatla al congreso de la union par el serretario dc estado y del 
despacho do fomcuto, colonizacion. induHtriu y comcrcio du la Republica 
Mexicami — Vicente Riva Palac*io. Mexico 1877 

L^ Academic dca Sciences, BelUa-LeUres el Arts de Sanne : — 

Memoires Volume V-Vl 

Grcoloffifche Karie der Todi-lhuppe. — Von Albbkt Hkim, Switzerland. Atlas containing 
1 5 Plates. 

Remarks on the Sedimentary Formations qf New South \ytiU.<(: — 

Illustrated by reference to other Provinces of Australia. By tbe Rev, W. B. 
Clakkb, M.A., F.R,S., F.G.S., F.R.G.S. 

United States Commission of Fish and Fisheries : — 

Report of the Commission for 1875-6. Part IV. Piopogaticm of Food Fisbts. 
Presented by J. F. Whitkavbh, F.CJ.iS. 

Kxfiosition UniverselU de 1878 it Paris: — 

(Catalogue dos Minemux Roches et Fossiles du Canada, avec Notes Descriptivea 
et Explicatives. 

Museum of Practical (ieology aud (Jcolof/ical Surveyj Lomlon : — 

A Catalogue of the Libniry. Compiled by Hbmky Whitb and Thomas W. 

NiSWTON. 

Thko. S. Case, Kanpas City, Mo. : — 

The Kansas City Review of Science and Industry. 

PROFESSCUt <^ C. Marsh : — 

History and Methods of Palteontological Discovery. R. 8° 74 pages. 

British Postal Guide, containing the Chief Public Regulations qf the Post Office : — Eyrb 
k Spottiswoode^ London. 

Db. Tubodok Kjerilp, Christiania : — 

Udsigt Over det Sydlige Norges Geologi. 1 vol., 4**, 262 pp. 
Om Htratifikationens Spor, and 3 sheets maps. 

Soci^U Malacologique de Belgique^ Bruxelles : — 

Proems- Verbaux des Stances. 34 Nos., 1877-8. 
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PAMPHLETS. 

Ibrajbl C. Bubsell : — 

The Physical Hisiory of the Triassic Formation of New Jersey and the Connec- 
ticut Valley. 

Thomas Spimce : — 

The Prairie Lands of Canada. 

Henry How, D.C.L. : — 

Notes on some North American Pyrrhotites and other Minerals containing 

Nickel. 
Contributions to the Mineralogy of Nova Scotia. 

Edwin Gilpin, M.A., F.O.S., Mining Engineer : — 

On the necessity for Preliminary Scientific Training for ('ivil and Mining En- 
gineers. 

Gio. H. DoBSOM, Ottawa : — 

The Coal and Iron Industries and their relation to the shipping and carrying 
Trade of the Dominion. 

Charlks a. Ashburmir : — 

The Broadford Oil District of Pennsylvania. 

Rev. D. Honeyman, D.C.L. : — 
Nova Scotian Geology. 

A. P. Drummond : — 

Canadian Timber Trees, their distribution and preservation. 

Samuel H. Sc odder : — 

The Fossil Insects of the Green River Shales. 

George Dimmock : — 

The Writings of Samuel Hubbard Scuddor. 

Professor J. S. Newberry : — 

The Geological Survey of the Fortieth Parallel. 
The Origin and Classification of Ore Deposits. 

C. A. White, M.D. :— 

Remarks upon The Laramie Group. 

TeehmdogiccU Institute^ HaliJaZj Nova Scotia : — 
Second Annual Announcement, 1879-80. 

Massachusaeets InstitiUe of Technology : — 

Fourteenth Annual Catalogue of the Officers and Students, with a Statement of 
the Courses of Instruction, 1878-1879. 

George J. Brush and Edward S. Dana : — 

On the Mineral Locality in Fairfield County, Connecticut, with a description 
of two additional new species. 

Peter MoEellab : — 

Mining on the North Shore Lake Superior. 

S. A. Miller : 

Remarks upon the Kaskaskia Group, and Descriptions of new species of Fossils 
from Pulaski County, Kentucky. 
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S. A. IfiLLBR and C. B. Dter : — 

ContributionR to Palaeontology No. 2. 

VUniverisite Laval j Quebec: — 

Report 1879-80 

BY PURCHASE. 

The Geological Record 1875-6. William Whitakkr, B.A., F.G.S. 

Archiv fiir die Naturkunde 1 Sfries, Vol. VIII., 9 Numbers 

" " " ** 2 Series, Vol. VIII., 2 Numbers 

" " *' ** 2 Series, Vol. V., 1 Number. 

Flora Baliica, Litcratur una Pflanzenverzeichniss C. Winklkr 

Fauna Baltica, Ostseeprovinzen Russlands Dr. Oborg Seidlitz 

Annual Record of Science and Industry, 1878 Spencer F. Baird 

A Treatise on Chemistry Vol. II, Part 1. E. H. Roscob, and Schorliicmer, F.R.S. 

t( u II u o a It u 

• • • • 4>» 

Section Cutting Dr. Marsh 

A Dictionary of Chemistry Vol. VIII, Part 1 . Henry Watts 

The Study of Rocks, 2 copies Frank Rutliy 

Supplement to a Hand Book of Chemical Manipulation E.G. Willi Airs 

Paleonioloffie Francaise: — 

Terrain Jnrassique — Animaux Invertebr6s 1 Series, Parts 40, 41, 42 

" « Vegetans 2 Series, Parts 27, 28, 29 

Terrain Cretace — Animaux Invertebrds . .i 1 Series, Part 28 
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Canadian Patent Office Magazine, Montreal. 
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English Mechanic, London. 

Jahresbericht ; Albxandkr Naumanm 

Geological Magazine, London. 

Eisner's (-hemist^he-Technische MittheiUingen. 

Journal of Chemical Society, London. 

Iron : The Journal of Science, Metals, Manufai'tures, London. 

Les Mondes, Revue HelKlomadaire des Sciences, Paris. 

Mining Journal, London. 

Nature, London. 

Popular Science Review, London. 

Philosophical Magazine, liOndon. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Science, Philadelphia. 

Quarterly Journal of Science, London. 

Quarterly Journal of the (jeol(»gical Society, London. 

Revue Universelle, Paris. 

The Iron Age, New York. 

The Zoologist, London. 

Van Nostrand's Eclectic Engineering Magazine, New York. 
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To Alfred R C. Selwtn, Esq., F.E.S., F.G.S., 

Director of t?ie Oeological Survey of Canada. 

Sir, — I beg to present herewith a report on the exploration of 1878 
in the Queen Charlotte Islands, bearing principally on the geology and 
geography of the islands, but including as appendices reports on the 
Haida Indians and on the zoological and botanical collections made, 
with a table of meteorological observations and notes on the latitudes 
and longitudes of places. In Appendix C, Mr. J. F. Whiteaves has 
embodied the result of an examination of some of the marine inverte- 
brates. The Sui'vey is indebted to Mr. S. I. Smith of Yale College, and 
to Prof. J. Macoun of Belleville, for their gratuitous services in 
preparing reports on the Crustacea and plants respectively. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE M. DAWSOK 
Montreal, May 1, 1880. 
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QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 



BY 



GEORGE M. DAWSON, D.S., A.RS.M., F.G.S. 



The present report treats almost exclusively of the Queen Charlotte Equipment ,^nd 
Islands, to which the greater part of the time employed in exploration faS^g,*** ^^* 
during the summer of 1878 was devoted. Some difficulty was ex- 
perienced in obtaining a suitable craft for the passage from Victoria to 
the Islands — a distance of between 400 and 500 miles — and for the suc- 
ceeding exploratory work. It was not till the 27th of May that I, 
and my assistant, Mr. Bankine Dawson, were able to leave Victoria 
in the little schooner Wanderer, Our schooner was of about twenty 
tons burden, and the crew consisted of throe men, besides ourselves. 
She was provisioned and fitted out for the entire summer on leaving, 
as it was impi'obable that we should be able to renew our supplies ex- 
cept by leaving the region to be examined, and at the expense of con- 
siderable time. Our force was occasionally supplemented during the 
summer by one or two natives with local knowledge. Calms, head 
winds and currents met with in the channels between Vancouver Island 
and the mainland rendered our progress to the north-westward very 
slow. We, however, reached Houston Stewart Channel, in the southern 
part of the Queen Charlotte Islands, on the 12th of June, and from 
that date to the end of August was occupied in the exploration of the 
islands. On the return voyage a preliminary examination was made J^^^J^ncouver 
of the coal measures of Quatsino Sound, and those lying between ^>»»<i- 
Beaver Harbor and the Nimpkish Eiver, on Vancouver Island. This 
part of the season's operations is not here repoi-ted on. A visit was 
also made to the Baynes Sound coal-bearing region, at the request of 
some gentlemen interested in it, and Victoria was reached on the even- 
ing of the 17th of October. Some observations made on the superficial 
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deposits of the mainland and in the vicinity of Vancouver Island are 
included in this report with those bearing on the Queen Charlotte 
Islands, for the purpose of rendering these more complete. 

Bad weather. The weather during a groat j^art of our stay in the Queen Charlotte 
Islands was very unfavourable, being stormy and calm by turns, and 
exceedingly wet. This involved much discomfort and some delay, and 
combined with the unexpectedly intricate character of the south-eastern 
2)art of the islands, which occupied much time, rendered it impossible 
to extend the systematic exploration to the west coast. 

Results of the The exploration, though particulai'ly devoted to the geological fea- 
tures of the country, necessarily involved the maintenance of a careful 
running survey, checked by obsei-vations for latitude taken as fre- 
quently as the weather and other circumstances admitted. Meteoro- 
logical observations were carried on with as much regularity as possible 
during the entire season. A number of plants were collected and 
• preserved. These have since been forwarded to Prof. Macoun, who 

has kindly furnished a list of them. Some time was also devoted to 
dredging, and a large quantity of material obtained in this way or 
collected alorrg the shores has been handed to Mr. Whiteaves for 
examination. Sixty-three photographs were taken on prepared dry 
plates, most of which have proved satisfactory on development. They 
illustrate j)oints of geological and pictui'esque interest, and also the 
peculiar carvings and ai'chitectural devices of the Haidas. These had 
not before been photographed, and owing to the rapid progress of 
decay it will be impossible to obtain satisfactory illustrations of them 
in a few years time. 

Position, Discovery and Early History op the Islands. 



Itflandd. 



Position of the The Queen Charlotte Islands, so named by Dixon in 1787, form a 
compact archipelago, separated by wide water-ways from the islands 
which fringe the shore of the mainland of British Columbia to the 
west and the coast of the southern extremity of Alaska to the north. 
Dixon Entrance or Sound, to the north, has an average breadth of 
thirty-three miles. Like most j^laces on this coast, it has been several 
times re-named. The name Perez Inlet was given to it by Bodega in 
1775, and it has also appeared on maps as Douglas Entrance, Granitza 
Sound and Kygahne Strait. The water between the Queen Charlotte 
Islands and those fringing the mainland to the west has been named on 
some charts, rather inappropriately and in quite modern times, Hecate 
Strait. It has a rudely triangular form, with a width at the south, 
between Cape St. James, and Day Point, Milbank Sound, of eighty-eight 
miles ; at the north, between Eose Point and Stephen's Island, twenty- 
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seven miles, this being Iho shortest travei*se from any part of the 
Queen Charlotte Islands to those adjacent to the mainland. 

The islands may be regarded as a partly submerged mountain range, General ohar- 
being a continuation north-westward of that of Vancouver Island and LiMida. 
the high region of the Olympian Mountains of the north-western angle 
of Washington Temtory. There is, however, a wide attachment of 
low level land, forming the whole noi-th-eastern part of Graham Island. 
A line drawn from the southern extremity of the islands to their north- 
western point has a bearing of N. 25° W.,* and this may be taken as 
representing the direction of the mountain axis. The islands are 
included in north latitude between 54^ 15' and 51° 55', in west longi- 
tude between 131° 2' and 133° 5'. The extreme length, from point to 
point, is one hundred and fifty-six miles ;f the greatest width, in a 
direction at right angles to the length, fifty-two miles. It is impossible 
to form even an approximately correct estimate of the area of the 
islands, owing to the uncertainty which still obtains as to the true 
position in longitude of the west coast. The islands forming the main 
chain, and representing the mountain axis are, from south to north, 
Prevost, Moresby, Graham and North Islands. The first was named 
after Captain (now Admiral) Prevost. North Island, so called by 
Dixon in 1787, was named Isle de Langara by Caamano. Prevost 
Island has a length of eleven and a half miles ; though I believe that 
the extremity of the land forming Cape St. James is separated from 
Prevost Island proper by a narrow channel. Moresby Island is seventy- 
two miles long, but the explorations now reported on have resulted, 
by the tracing out of the channels on its east coast, in leaving it a 
mere skeleton. Graham Island has a length of sixty-seven miles, with 
the width above Assigned as the maximum of the group. North Island 
is about five miles in extreme length. The separation of the larger 
islands may be said to be accidental, as it does not depend on any 
fundamental structural feature, but on the casual inosculation of inlets 
or fiords which characterize both the eastern and western coasts. * 

From the southern extremity of the islands to Cumshewa Inlet, in Coast line, 
latitude 53°, the east coast is dissected with inlets, which generally 
have bold rocky shores, and either end blindlj^ among the mountains 
or inosculate laterally with others, cutting out large islands. The 
inlets in their main directions conform to two principal bearings, 
being either nearly parallel with or transverse to the direction of the 
main mountain axis. They are generally deej), and north waM 
to the latitude of Laskeek the sea to the eastwaixl is so also. Beyond 

* This and other bearings throughout the report are given with reference to the true meridian. 

t Distances in this and the succeeding descriptive portion of the report are stated in nautical 
miles. 
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this place banks begin to appear, and the northern part of Hecate 
Strait is compai*ativeIy quite shoal. Channels similar to those pene- 
trating the mountain axis further south are represented in Graham 
Island by the expansions of Masse t Inlet and its associated lakes, and 
by Naden Hai'bor, In the case of Masset Inlet, however, a wide boixier 
of low land cuts the inlets off from direct communication with the sea 
to the east. This has been brought about in the manner explained in 
a subsequent division of this report which treats of the superficial 
Mountains and gcology. The highest and most rugged part of the mountain axis of 
ow n 8. ^^^ islands is found in latitude 52° 30', where many peaks bear con- 
siderable patches of perennial snow, and rise to altitudes pi-obabl^^ 
surpassing 5,000 feet. Southward, high mountains are again found 
opposite Burnaby Island, but toward C:;pe St James the land gradually 
falls. About Houston Stewart Channel none of the summits probably 
6ui*pa8s 2000 feet. Northward, about the heads of Cumshowa and 
Skidegate Inlets, and on Louise Island, the laud is very rugged, with 
many summits exceeding 3000 and 4000 feet. Beyond Skidegate, 
however, in connection with the appearance of tlie Tertiary formation, 
the surface becomes much less mountainoas, and though the axis of 
the islands is still well marked, the mountains about the head of Masset 

• 

Inlet appear seldom much to surpass 1 000 feet in height, and near 
North Island low hills only occur. Graham Island may, in fact, be 
divided into two differently characterized regions by a line drawn from 
Image Point, Skidegate Inlet, to Jal-un Eiver, on the north coast. To 
the south-westwai'd of this line is a country hilly and even mountainous, 
but so far as observed almost always densely forest-clad, with trees 
which attain large dimensions where not too much exposed. North- 
eastward lies a low, flat or gently undulating country, which seldom 
exceeds 300 feet in elevation. This country is also densely wooded, 
the trees often attaining magnificent d intensions. 

The west coast of the islands was examined in a few places only ; a 
concise description of it is, however, given by Vancouver, who coasted 
along it in September, 1793, from North Island southward. As little 
can yet be added to this, it may be quoted entire.* 
Vanoonver's " From this point, which I have called Point North, we found the 
fhrwesrcoist. g©^^ci*^l trending of these shores first take a direction S. 14 W.,t 
twenty-two miles to a projecting land, appearing like two islands, the 
west extremity of which I named Point Frederick [Frederick Island], 
and then S. 17 E., twenty-six miles to a high, steep, clifly hill, named 
by Mr. Dkixon Hippa Island; this ended in a low projecting point to 

* A Voyage of DiBoovery to the N. Pacific Ocean, &c» London, 1801. Vol. I V.» p. 283 ct bcq. 
t Printed N. 14 W., by an accidental error. 
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the north-eastward, off which lie some breakers, though at no groat Vancouver's 

distance. The coast to the N.N.E. and S.E. of Hippa Island appeared th^wS^' c'Jit 

to be much broken, particularly to the south-eastward, where a very 

extensive sound takes an easterly direction, named by Mr. Dixon 

EennelFs Sound; its entrance, by our observations, is in latitude 

53° 28', longitude 12*7° 21'. Having reached this extent about dark, 

we hauled our wind, and plied under an easy sail to preserve our 

station until the next morning. At the dawn of the following day, 

Wednesday, the 25th, we continued along the coast, composed of steep, 

mountainous precipices, divided from each other by the water ; these 

seemed to have gradually increased in height from Point North, from 

whence along the shores to this extent wore some scattered islets and 

rocks at a small distance from the land. Our progress was slow, the 

wind being light, accompanied with pleasant weather. At noon, in 

the observed latitude of 53° 2', longitude 227° 22', Hippa Island by 

compass bore N. 42 W., and a conspicuous projecting point near the 

southern-most land in sight, which I named Cape Henry, S. 82 E. ; 

these forming the outline of the coast, lie from each other S. 32 B. and 

N. 32 W., 15J leagues apart. This cape, situated in latitude 52° 53', 

longitude 227° 45J', forms the south point of a deep bay or sound, its 

shores apparently much broken ; to this I gave the name of Englefield 

Bay, in honor of my much esteemed friend, Sir Henry Englefield. 

[Since partly surveyed]. Its north point of entrance, lying from Capo 

Henry N. 27 W., at the distance of seven leagues, I named Point Buck, 

which also forms the south point of entrance into a sound falling deep 

back to the eastward, named by mo Cartwright's Sound. Its north 

point of entrance, which, likewise after my very particular friend and 

phywician, I named Point Hunter, lies from Point Buck N. 25 W., 

distant ten miles, and a little within this line of direction is an island 

near the northern shore. 

" From Cape Henry, which wo passed in the afteraoon, at a distance 
offourorfivo miles, the shores, so far as wo had reached by sunset, 
seemed to be compact, and to take a more easterly direction. Tho 
southern-most land in sight bore by compass S. 72 E., the nearest 
shore N.N.E. Hve miles, and the northorn-most land in sight N. 33 W. 
During the night the wind was light and variable, by which means 
our distance from tho coast was increased greatly beyond what I had 
intended. At daylight on Thursday, the 26th, tho land near the south 
extremity of Queen Chai'lotte's Islands, which is named by Mr. Dixon 
Capo St. James, was seen bearing by compass S. 87 E., the northern- 
most land in sight N. 68 W., and the neareat shore N. 11 W., four or 
five leagues distant 

** With a favorable though light breeze, our course was directed 
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along the ^hore, bat at too great a distaDce to admit of our making 
any particular or exact delineation of it ; nor is the sketch we were 
enabled to obtain of these islands to be considered as correct, or to be 
depended upon, because their numerousdivisions would have demanded 
a survey that would have occupied infinitely more time than we had 
now to bestow. Our examination was whoU}' confined to the general 
direction of the shores, and to ascertain theposition of their conspicuous 
projecting points. Towaixls Cape St. James the land was very mode- 
rately elevated, but, like that on the northei-n part of the islands, it 
rose gradually to rugged and uneven mountains, which occupied the 
centre of the country, descending towards its extremities to a less 
height, and is of a more uniform appearance." 

On the discovery and eai'lier voyages to these islands and adjacent 
regions, a few notes ma}' be given, forming an interesting page in the 
history of our knowledge of the West Coast of America. 
VoTiieof Juan In 1592 the Viceroy of Mexico fitted out a caravel and pinnace to 
discover the * Straits of Aniau.' The origin of the name Anian 
appears to be obscure, but it was used to designate a supposed noi*thern 
passage between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The conduct of the 
expedition was entrusted to a Greek pilot, Apostolos Valerianos, com- 
monly called Juan de Fuca. The story of this navigator, which 
nee<l not here be quoted, has been doubted, and no record of his 
voyage can be found among the Spanish archives of the period, which 
have now come to light; but the accordance of his statement of the 
occurrence of an important opening in the coast of the continent in a 
latitude apj)roxiinately given, with the fact of the existence of the strait 
afterwards in 1788 called by his name by Meares, establishes a strong 
presumption in favor of his veracity. De Fuca may therefore be 
supposed to have been the first to discover any part of the territory 
now forming the Province of British Columbia. 
Narrative of Do It is related that in 1639 the Court of Spain, having intelligence of 
Fonto » voyage. ^^^^ expe<litions attempted in that year by the people of Boston, New 
England, Bartholomew Do Fonto was appointed to command a squadron 
fitted out at Callao, in Peru, to oppose them.* His vessels were 
named the Jfohj (fhosty Saint Lucia, Hosary and King Philip. The 
details of his voyage are circumstantially given, but it is unneces- 
sary to quote them. Leaving Callao in 1640, he sailed northward 
along the Pacific Coast, and entered what ho'called the Archipelago of 
St. LazaruH on the 14th -of June. This is said to be situated in 53° N. 
latitude, and through it he sailed 260 leagues in intricjite channels 
among islands, making some very extrjxordinary geographical dis- 

* Obsorvat'nns on tho Paxsago between the Atlantic acd Pacifio Oceans, <SlO> W.Qoldson, 
Portsmoath, 1793. 
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coveries. It is customary to suppose that the account of this voyage its supposed 
is a mere fiction, and it may be so, but it is worth pointing out that it ™*° ^' ^' 
shows some signs of being at least founded on fact, though the distances 
and other circumstances are evidently grossly exaggerated, whether 
by Do Fonte himself or some compiler of the account of the voyage. 
The latitude given — for which somewhat wide limits of error must be 
allowed — ^runs nearly through the centre of the Queen Charlotte 
Islands. Such a navigation as De Fonte describes, among islands, may Reasons for 
have been made anywhere on this part of the West Coast. His state- fmportance^t?* 
mont does not seem to imply that the 260 leagues was made in any ® °"^™ *^** 
one direction, if any value be set on these figures. Subsequent wi'iters 
interested in making out a case for the North-west Passage, have fitted 
in Do Fonte's descnptions with the view of making them reach as far 
as possible aci*oss the continent.* The very statement of the exist- 
once of an extensive ai'chipelago in this latitude should go some way 
in proving the partial authenticity of the narrative, as the character 
of that part of the West Coast then known was quite opposed to such 
an idea. In a ' river' up which he sailed he says there was a fall of 
water till half flood, but that an hour and a quarter before high water 
the flood begins to set strongly into a * lake,' Such places are not 
uncommon among the intricate fiords of this coast. One between the 
two expansions of Masset Inlet would almost precisely answer the 
description. One of his officers, Bernardo, is said to have examined a 
certain river with three Indian boats, each made of a tree 50 or 60 feet 
long, accompanied by two Jesuits, 20 of his own people, and 36 natives. 
In size, number of persons which they are fitted to contain, and mode 
of construction from a single tree, those exactly correspond to the fine 
canoes which the Indians of this part of the coast actually make. 
Lastly, as Goldson points out, the names Conibasset, Conasset, Aronna 
Mynhasset closely resemble some found on the coast. This resemblance 
is more, however, with the names ending in at or aht of the Indians of 
the west coast of Vancouver Island and Cape Flattery or Classet. 

In response to a request by Mr. J. F. Whiteaves, when engaged in Jj'^^^i^'b" 
working out the collections of fossils obtained by Mr. J. Richai-dson in W.H. D»ii. 
the Queen Charlotte Islands in 1872, Mr. W. II. Dall, well known by 
his researches on the West Coast, furnished a memorandum on the 
earlier voyagers to the Queen Charlotte Islands.f This I have made 
the basis of the following chronological record of discoveries up to the 
time of Vancouver, amplifying it considerably, and making a few 
corrections. 

* This may be seen in a Map by Mr. De I'lsle, 1752, and in the Map accompanying Goldson's 
Tolume. 

t PubUshed in Vol. I. Part 1, Mesozoio Fossils* 1876. 
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Voyii«eof On the 25th of January, 1774, Ensign Juan Perez, previously em- 

ployed in the Manilla trade, sailed in the coi-vette SantiagOy from San 
Bias, touching at Monterey, California, from which he sailed June 6th, on 
an exploring expedition to the north, accompanied by Pilot Estevan 
Martinez, and Bev. Fathera Pena and Crespi, chaplains. The first land 
seen, July 18, 1774, was that of the Queen Charlotte Islands, in lati- 
tude 54°, to the north point of which Perez gave the name of Co. de S. 
Margarita [North Cape of Vancouver], and to the high mountains. 
Sierra do San Cristoval. Finding no anchorage, they turned south- 
ward without landing, and on the 9th of August anchored in a port 
stated to be in latitude 49J®, and pi*obably Nootka Sound. This he 
called Port San Lorenzo. The authorities for this voyage are the nar- 
ratives of Perez, obseiTations of Martinez, and the joui'nal of Friar 
Pena, MSS. copies of which were obtained from the Imperial Archives 
of Madrid, by the United States Government, in 1840. An account 
was also published in 1802, in the introduction to the voyages of the 
Sutil and Mexicana. This was the first voyage actually known to 
have been made northwards by the Spaniaixls after 1603. 

Bodegaand Immediately after the return of Perez, Viceroy Bucarelli oixJered 

another expedition to examine the coast as fai* as latitude 65°. Captain 
Bruno Heceta, in charge of the Santiago^ with Perez as ensign, and 
the schooner Sonora in charge of Juan de Ayola, with Maurelle as 
pilot, in company with the schooner San Carlos^ sailed from San 
Bias, March 15, 1775. The captain of the San Carlos became insane 
before they were out of sight of land, and A^'ola was detached to take 
his place, and stopped at Monterey, while Lieutenant Francisco de la 
Bodega y Quadra took his place in charge of the Sonora, Most 
accounts are eri*oneous in stating that Ayola accompanied the expedi- 
tion north wai'ds. The schooner was attacked by the natives near 
Destruction Island, north of Cape Mendocino ; and being very unwilling 
to proceed, Heceta, in the Santiago (with Perez), seized the 
opportunity to return to Monterey. Bodega and Maurelle.. in the 
schooner Sonora^ however, kept on their way. They saw Mount 
Edgecumbe about the middle of August, and aftei-wai-ds landed in Port 
Eemodios (the Bay of Islands of Cook), and, sailing down the coant, 
nameil the strait north of Queen Charlotte Islands, Pci-ez Inlet [now 
Dixon's Sound], and coasted along the shores of the said islands at a 
considerable distance, without examining the capes and bays. They 
then returned to Monterey, doing a little surveying on the Oregon and 
Californian coasts by the way. 

P . These expeditions of the Spaniards in the North Pacific were singu- 

larly barren of geographical results. What information was obtained 
was, moreover, carefully concealed. When Cook, therefore, began the 
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exploration of this part of the coast of America, ho was absolutely 
without authentic reports of its nature. His instructions, based on the 
fact that Hearno had found the extent of the American continent to 
be very great northward, were to begin a search for a passage to Hud- 
son's Bay north of the 65th degree. He did not visit the Queen 
Charlotte Islands. He left King George's Sound (Nootka) for the 
north in April, 1778, but owing to stormy weather did not sight the 
land again till he reached latitude 55° 20'. 

In 1786, La Perouse coasted along the shore of the Queen Charlotte j^ p^j^ajc. 
Islands, and was the first to suggest their separation from the main- 
land. (Artoaga and Bodega, in 1779, did not visit them.) He named 
(on his chart), in the north part. Bale do Clonaixi ; a bay in the south 
part, Baic de la Touche ; the south cape, Cape Hector, and some small 
islands off it, Isles Kerouart. He sailed to the eastward sufficiently to 
satisfy himself that a deep inlet extended between the islands and the 
mainland. His Isles Fleurieu are on the main coast, south and east of 
the Queen Charlotte Islands, and are the Princess Eoyal Islands of 
Duncan. He gave no name to the Queen Charlotte Islands. 

In 1786, Captains Lowrie and Guise, in the Captain Cook and veMeisvUiiing 
Experiment, fitted out in Bombay, visited, in the coui*se of a trading 17^/ *° **" 
voyage, the Queen Charlotte Islands. They hdve left no infonnation 
on record in regard to it, but as they are said to have sailed in a direct 
course from Queen Chai-lotte Sound (which they named) to Prince 
William^s' Sound, it appeara not unlikely that they passed inside the 
Queen Charlotte Islands. In the same year, Captain Hanna,* in the 
Sea Ottefy from Macao, is stated to have traced the coast northward 
from Nootka to nearly the 53rd degree of latitude, and probably visited 
the Queen Charlotte Islands. In September, 1786, Captains Portlock 
and Dixon, in the King George and Queen Charlotte, made the 
land of the west coast of the islands, near Hippa Island, but finding 
" no harbor nor the least sign of any inhabitants," bore up and stood 
to the southward. 

In 1787, Dixon, in the Queen Charlotte spent more than a month Account of the 
on the coast of the islands (July 1st to August 3 i-d). He gave the fJi^Jn.^ *' 
name to the islands which they still bear, naming also Dixon's 
Entrance, North Island, Cloak Ba}^, Hippa Island, Rennell's Sound, 
Cape St. James and Ibbitson's Sound. With the exception of the last, 
which is now called Houston Stewart Channel, all these names still hold. 
Dixon did not land anywhere, but the anonymous narrator of his vo^^age 
devotes 29 pages of his volume to the proceedings on the coast of the 

* Captain Ilanna appears to have been the first to engage in the fur trade on the coast of what 
is now British ColnxLoia. He sailed from China in a orig of about 60 tonp, reaching King 
George's Sound (Nootka) in August, 1785, and sold his oarxo in Canton the following year for 
S20,600. Captain Cook nad indicated Nootka as the best place known to him for the trade. 
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viewft publish- Qqooi) Cliarlotto Islaiids. Many interesting details concei*ning the 

e y ixoD. inhabitants are given, and though the map accompanying his volume 
is rough, his numerous bearings have been of essential value in fixing 
the position on the chart of the yet unsurveyed west coast. He also 
gives a view of llippa Island (p. 205), sketches of Cape St. James and 
the island now called Frederick Island (p. 214), an excellent plate of a 
Haida woman with labret (p. 226), and illustrations of a wooden dish, 
labrct and spoon (pp. 188, 208). On the 2nd of July he attempted ta 
enter Cloak Bay and Parry Passage, between North and Graham 
Islands, but was prevented from doing so by the strength of the tide. 
Captain Dixon subsequently sailed south wai'd along the whole west 
coast, coming in with the land by day and standing oif at night. On 
July 25th (St. James' Bay) he rounded the south point, with the 

Land proved to i^^tention of circumnavigating the islands, but owing to light variable 

)e insular. winds, turned back, after having cruised northward on the east coast ta 
a latitude given as 52° 59', but which may probably have been about 
half-way between Cumshewa and Skidcgate Inlets.* In this position^ 
high land was in view to the north-west, nearly 30 leagues distant, which 
was identified as that seen when near the north end of the islands, 
proving to Dixon's satisfaction that the land he had been coasting 
along for nearly a month was a group of islands. Dixon surmised 
that the land was not continuous from meeting some of the same people 
on both sides. During this visit to the Queen Charlotte Islands, 1821 
sea otter skins were purchased, which at the prices then current in Can- 
ton must have been worth alxjut 890,000. Dixon met, on his return, off 

Coincttand the entrance to Nootka, Captains Colnett and Duncan, in the Prince of 
unjan. JVales and Princess Royal, which had been fitted out in London 

by the same company of adventurers that Dixon himself was connected 
with. On August 9th, 1787, they parted company, Dixon steering for 
the Sandwich Inlands, Colnett and Duncan for the Queen Charlotte 
Islands. In 1788, Duncan sailed through the strait between the islands 
and the mainland, which we do not know to have been done previously. 
He also named the Flcurieu Islands (of La Perouse) tlie Princess 
Boyal Islands^ after his vessel. In August of the same year, C'aptain 

Do'jgi«« Douglas, in the Tphiyenia, fitted out in China, coasted along part of the 

north shore of the islands, rounding Rose Point, and naming it. He 
then sailed southward, between the islands and mainland. In 1789, 

dray. Captain Robert Gray, of the sloop Washiwjton^ of Boston, visitetl 

the east coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands. He a])pears to have 
left Xootka for the north in April. Cray called the islands Washington 

* There is some uncertainty in Dixon's latitudes about the south part of the islands. The 
latitude (riven would i>lnce him 0|>po9itc Cumsheira Inlet : the position nssijrned is obtained by 
addinir 10', this being the correction found neces8ar>' by Vancouver for Dixon's position of Capo 
St. James. (Vancouver, Vol. IV., p. 287). 
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Hid, being ignorant of Dixon's name, and apparently of the fact that 
re were several large islands.* The North West America^ a 
oonor of about 40 tons, built by Meares, at Nootka, in 1788, com- 
nded by Eobert Funter, left Nootka shortly after the Washington^ 
I had returned to that place from a trading voyage in the Queen 
irlotte Islands on the 9th of June, 1789, when she was seized by the 
iniards. As in his instructions to Captain William Douglas, com- Douglas and 
nding the IpJugenia, and also in chai'ge of the N. W, America^ 
ares (Sept., 20, 1788,) specially directs that in the following summer 
N, W, America should examine and trade along the east shore 
the Queen Charlotte Islands (which he calls the Great Island). It 
)robable that the coast was visited early in 1788 by Funter. Douglas, 
the Iphigeniaj quitted Nootka on June 3rd of the same year, sailed 
*thward between Queen Charlotte Islands and the mainland, and 
srwards visited the north coast of Graham Island, naming the 
ranee to Masset Inlet M'ln tire's Bay, the passage between North and 
^ham Islands, (now called Parry Passage;, Cox's Channel, and a cove 
the south side of North Island Beal's Harbour. Douglas stayed 
mt a week in Parry Passage. His people are the fii'st white men 
olutely known to have landed on the Queen Charlotte Islands 
266), and in his narrative published by Meares, he gives some inter- 
ing particulars of his intercourse with the natives. 

Dn the 29th of June, 1791, Joseph Ingraham, in the brig Hope^ ingraham^ 
Boston, anchored in a harbour on the south- westf side of the Queen 
arlotte Islands, which ho called Magee's Sound, after one of the 
ners of his vessel. About these islands and the coast of the con ti- 
lt immediately adjacent to them he remained during the entire 
nmer, and having collected a large cargo of furs, sailed for Canton 
the autumn. He appeai-s to have named two places on the north 
ist Hancock's RiverJ and Craft's Sound, now called Masset and 
rago Sound. 

The Columbia, Captain Gray, ma<le a second voyage from Boston 
1790-91, and was occupied trading on the east coast of the Queen 
arlotte Islands in August and September, 1791. Gray fell in with 
3 Hope in this vicinity on July 23rd. He wintered at Clayoquot, 
mcouver Island, and built a small vessel there, the Adventure, 
On August 22, 1791, Captain Etienne Marchand, in the French sbip 
lidey which had visited Sitka Sound, made the entrance of Cloak 

* It has been stated that Gray first identified North I^hind, and traversed Par^ Passage, 
rth Island is, however, shown with some accuracy on Dixon's map, published in 1<S8. and it 
irther improbable that Gray reached this place, as Douglas, coming a few weeks after the 
e of his supposed visit, found the natives with plenty of furs to trade. 

Greenhow. North West Coast of America, 1840, p. 120. 

Perhaps, however* named after the Hancock, Captain Crowell, of Boston, in the Air trade 
I7yl. 
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Bay, between North and Graham Islands. While ihe vessel stood off 
and on, a boat party entered and explored the bay and adjacent Parry 
Passage (or Cox*s Channel). The first chart in detail published of any 
of the Queen Charlotte Islands har hoi's, was that prepared by Mar 
chand's party. It is said, however, that Ingram inserted plans of 
several harboura in a manuscript journal of his voyage. The SoUde 
subsequently visited the w^est coast of Graham Island for some distance 
to the southward, and then departed for Barclay Sound. 

In 1792, the Spanish corvette Aransasu, Lieutenant Jacinto 
Caamano, in company with the sloops Sutil and Mexicana, sailed 
from San Bias to Nootka. Thence the two last-named vessels departed 
for the Strait of Juan de Fuca, while Caamano, sailing northward, 
explored various parts of the coast to the 56th pamllel of latitude, 
including the north shore of the Queen Charlotte Islands, where he 
applied the name Isle de Langara to North Island, and those of 
Esti'ada and Mazaredo to Massot and Virago Sounds. 

Gray's mate, Haswell, in the Adventure, and afterwards Gray 
himself, in the Coulmbia, also returned to the Queen Charlotte 
Islands to trade in this year. 

In 1792, Captain George Vancouver, in II is Majesty's sloop 
Discovery and armed tender Cliatham, arrived on the west coast, 
and began the scries of explorations and surveys which occapied 
parts of three years, and resulted in the correct delineation of the 
main features of the coast from the 30th parallel northwaixl, and west- 
ward to Cook's Inlet and Kadiak. In July, 1*703, he sailed northward 
between the Queen Charlotte Islands and the mainland, sighting them 
several times from a distance. In September, 171)3, he was again in the 
vicinity of the Queen (-harlottc Islands, and in coasting down the west 
shore, correctly outlined it. lie gives some observations on its 
character and bearings from point to point, which have already been 
quoted. He named at this lime Point North, Point Frederick (FiHxieric 
Island), Englefiold Bay, Cape Henry, Point Buck, Cartwright's Sound 
and Point Hunter. 

In August, 1794, Vancouver again passed southward along the west 
coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands, but, owing to thick weather^ 
scarcely saw them, and was not able to add to his notes of a former 
year. 

It would be uninteresting, even were it possible, to follow the varions 
traders w^ho must have visited the Queen Charlotte Islands after this 
time. It is more than probable, indeed, that many vessels resorted to the 
islands during the later years included in the above record, for Van- 
couver gives a list of no less than twenty-one which were engaged in 
the fur trade between the north-west coast of America and China in 
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1792. Little or nothing was added to our knowledge of the islands 
after these earlier voyages till they were visited in recent yoaiis by 
several vessels of the Eoyal Navy, and sketch-plans made of some of 
tho harbours. The fur trade declining rapidl}', attention appeal's 
to have completely withdrawn from the islands until 1852, when 
the Hudson Bay Company dispatched a party of men in the brig 
Una^ Captain Mitchell, to discover the locality from which several gieovery of 
specimens of gold had been brought by Indians. This was found to be 
in Port Kuper, or Gold Harbour, on the west coast. Tho gold was 
found in a small irregular vein, which was soon proved to run out in 
ever}'- direction. The quantit}' of gold obtained by the expedition was 
considerable, but has been variously stated. The enterprise was soon 
abandoned, but the discovery for a time created quite vl furore — the first 
gold excitement of British Columbia — and the locality was visited by a 
number of minera, but with no further success. In July, 1859, Mr. 
Downie, with a party of twenty-seven, provisioned for thi^oe months, 
started for Port Kuper, or Gold Harbour, reaching it on August 6th, 
They discovered a few specks of gold, but no paying vein. Mr. Downie 
appears to have been tho first to discover the coal in Skidegate Inlet. Discovery of 
About this time a Captain ToiTens also went with a party to prospect ^'*^' 
on the Queen Charlotte Islands, and narrowly escaped massacre by the 
Skidegate Indians. The Haidas have always borne a bad chai*acter, 
and have plundered coasters on one or more occasions, detaining a 
portion of the crew as slaves. Fear of the possible behaviour of the 
Indians has frequently deterred private individuals from visiting the 
islands. 

In 1852, H. M. S. Thetis visited Port Kuper, the sketch of this Dates of Sur- 
port being made by G. Moore, master. The sketch of the entrance tosSSchea. 
Cumshowa Inlet is by Captain T. Sinclair of the Hudson Bay Company. 
In 1853, H. M.S. Virago visited Yirago Sound, the entrance to Masset 
Inlet and Houston Stewart Channel. A sketch of Virago Sound was 
made by G. H. Inskip, master ; of Masset by H. N. Knox, mate ; of 
Houston Stewart Channel by Messrs. Inskip, Gordon, and Knox. The 
sketch of Parry Passage, though not directly attnbuted to the officers 
of the Yirago, was also doubtless made at this time. H. M. S. Alert 
visited Virago Sound and Houston Stewart Channel in 1860, making 
some additions to the previous sketches of these places, and a line of 
soundings off the east coast of Graham Island, from near Cape Fife to 
Skidegate, and thence to Cumshewa. In 1862, H. M. S. Hecate 
visited Skincuttle, to prevent violence being done to the minei*s then 
engaged there, and made a line of soundings from that place to Bonilla 
Island. In March, 1864, the same vessel visited Houston Stewart 
Channel, making somo additions to the sketch. Skidegate Inlet was 
(in part) carefully surveyed by D. Pender, Master, R. N., 1866. 
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Visit of Mr. 
KiohardiOD. 



Ciiarts and 
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In 18*72, Mr. James Richardson, of the Geological Survey of Canada, 
at the request of gentlemen interested in opening a coal mine at 
Skidegate, spent nearly two weeks in that inlet. The account of hi« 
investigations is published in the Report of Progress for 1872-73, and 
the fossils collected by him form the subject of Mr. Whiteaves' memoir, 
already referred to, of a short report by Mr. Billings*, and a not© by 
Principal Dawsonf . 

The best chart which I was able to obtain of the Queen CharloUe 
Islands is that of the Admiralty, bearing corrections up to 1862, and 
numbered 2480, on a scale of fifteen miles to one inch. This is said to 
be based chiefly on Vancouver's sui-vey of 1792, corrected by a Rassiaa 
chart of 1849, and by Mr. Inskip in 1854. It is nothing more than 
a very rough sketch of the main outlines of the islands. A considerable 
portion of the east coast is represented on the Admiralty charts 
1923 A. and 1923 B., published subsequent to December, 1874, but ii 
little altered from the last. Of Skidegate Inlet there is a nearly com' 
pleto and accurate plan (No. 48), on a scale of one mile to an inck. 
There is also a sheet of plans of harbors (No. 2168), printed subseqn^ 
to 1864, giving moderately correct sketches of Houston Stewart 
Channel, Yirago Sound, and the entrance to Masset Sound; v&J 
imperfect ones of Cumshewa Inlet and Parry Passage. A small book 
of sailing directions for the islands, by G. Inskip, was also issued hj 
the Admiralty in 1853, but has apparently been recalled or allowed to 
become out of print, as I have been unable to procure a copy. Som* 
directions for navigators are, however, to be found in Imray's NorA 
Pacific Pilot, 1870, Vol. I., probably derived from the last mentioned 
work. In giving a description of the islands, the east coast is followed 
from the south noi-thwards, and such notes as may be useful to vesaeli 
visiting the coast, whether the result of personal observations or derived 
from the Pilot, are inserted. 



General Description of the Islands. 



Soathcrn ex- 
tremity of the 
Islands. 



The southern extremity of the land of the Queen Charlotte Islands, 
is a chain of rocky islets and rocks called Isles Kerouart by La Peit)ttse, 
which runs oif from Cape St. James three and a half miles, in a souib'^ 
south-easterly direction, corresponding with that of the mountainooS' 
axis of the group. Sunken rocks must exist still further fi*om the land 
in the same line, as Vancouver notes that Gray, of the Columbiay stated 
that his vessel struck and received some material damage, on a rock 
lying at a much greater distance (Yol. lY. p. 287.) Dixon gives a fairly 



• Report of Progresa, 1872-73, p. 71. f Ibid, p. 66. 
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accurate view of the rocks.* As seen by myself at a distance of some isles Kerouart. 
miles to the north-east, they appear to form three groups, the first 
lying close to Cape St. James, consisting of two large rocks, the second 
•of one large and several smaller rocks, and the thiixi and furthest 
south wai*d, of two or three rocks of some size and a number of lesser 
ones. These little islets are very remarkable in appearance, standing 
boldly up with rounded tops and vertical cliifs on all sides. Even the 
.smaller rocks have the same pillar-like form, so frequently found where 
41 rocky coast is exposed to the full sweep of a great ocean. They 6ei*ve 
.as secure breeding places for innumerable gulls, puffins and other sea- 
bii'ds. The southern point of Cape St. James is a vertical cliff about 
-equal in height to the larger of the islands lying off it. The land 
gi'adually rises northward, till about Houston Stewart Channel it has in 
many places a probable elevation of 2000 feet. Cape St. James appeal's 
to be the southern extremity of an island about one mile in diameter, 
which has heretofore been drawn as forming a part of Prevost Island. 
The narrow channel which separates it from the latter runs west-south- 
westward. The east coast of this and Prevost Island to East Pointf is Eaat coiwt Pro- 
bold, and frequently formed by a cliff* facing the sea. This part of ^*^*'^***"^' 
Prevost Island is indented by two bays or inlets, the southern apparently 
inconsiderable, the northern probably three or four miles in depth. 

From East Point the shore runs north-westward seven and a quarter hquj, ^n g.^^. 
miles to Moore Head, at the south-cast entrance of Houston Stewart *^' ^**'*"°*''* 
Channel. The shore is much broken, being penetrated by several 
inlets which run back among the high hills. Several small islands lie 
oft' it, of which one is bold, densely tree-clad, and has a height of about 
150 feet. Houston Stewart Channel runs west two and a half miles, 
and then turning abruptly, south-west three miles. From the knee 
thus formed Eose Harbour, an inlet nearly three miles long, runs north- 
waiti. Like the main channel, it has a width of about three-quarters 
of a mile. Its western side, especially to the north, is bordered by high • 
hills, while to the north-cjist it is separated by a narrow neck of low 
wooded land from South Cove of Carpenter Bay, A stream which has 
been called Sedmond River on the chart, enters at its head from the west. 
At the west entrance to Houston Stewart Channel lies Anthony Island, 
on which the Indian village generally known as Ninstints is situated, Ninstiuu-. 
and a number of smaller islets. Xo villages exist in other parts of the 
inlet. Those marked on the chart have been temporary houses, most 
of which have now disappeared. In the neighborhood of Houston 
Stewart Channel the hills or mountains everywhere rise steeply from 

• A Voyaflre Round the World, but more |)articularly to the North-west Coast of America, by 
Oaptain Ueorgo Dixon. London, 1789. p. 214. 

t Names printed in italict in this portion of the report are these given by myself, or in use by 
the Indians, bat which have not previously been published. 
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the shore, and there is no arable land, scarcely Indeed any soil properly 
so called. The trees, from the expo;ied position of this part of the 
islands are rather stunted, and show much dead wood. They grasp the 
almost naked rocks. A strong tide runs through the channel, the flood 

fowin^Uy! setting eastwaixl from the Pacific, while the ebb flows in the opposite 
direction. This is very favourable to the existence of certain forms of 
marine life, and the rocks are alive with sea-urchins, star-fish, acorn- 
shells, mussels, chitons, holothurians, &c. The bottom was found on 
dre^iging to consist of gravel and shelly sand, except in the sheltered 
bays, where it is mud. 

Soundings and At about four miles from the eastern entrance to Houston Stewart 

shuaU* 

Channel the depth is said to be 90 fathoms, which gradually shoals to 
20 fathoms within a mile of it. The soundings then become very irre- 
gular, ranging from 30 to 7 fathoms. In the channel the depth varies 
from 11 to 20 fathoms. Within the entrance point on the north side 
there is a snug bay bordered by a sandy beach. There is also good 
anchoi*age for a small craft east of Ellen Island of the chart. Care 
must be exercised in sailing up the channel, as there are several i*ocks 
which contract the available width. Kose Harbour is secure and capa- 
cious, with anchorage at from 6 to 15 fathoms, but with kelp and shoal 
water along its eastern shore. The basin at its head is full of little 
islands and rocks, and should not be entered. Imray gives the follow- 
ing directions for entering Houston Stewart Channel from the eastward. 
When abreast Cape St. James, the vessel should close the land to IJ 
miles, and coast along till the entrance opens out. After passing a 
convenient distance southward of the largest or outer island (Anthony 
Island), oft* the southern end of which an extensive ledge of rock* 
extends south-westward, the channel will show itself. A bare flat rock 
about 50 feet high, which should be kept on the port hand, is a good 
guide. 

Danger Rocks. Off tho point, between the east entrance of Houston Stewart Channel 
and Carpenter Bay, to tho north, are the North and South Danger 
Rocks. These are low rocky islets, but are said to bo siuTOunded by 
sunken rocks. In entering Houston Stewart Channel from the north- 
ward they should be given a wide berth. The point above mentioned 
is low and donsel}^ wooded. At a little cove on its north side, protected 
by rocks and full of kelp, is an Indian house, which appeal's to be 

Carpenter Bay. occupied at some scasons. Carpenter Bay, between Iron Point on its 
north-western and Islet Point on its south-eastern side, is a little over 
two miles wide, and runs westward about five miles. On its south 
side are two small bays, the western of which has already been men- 
tioned under the name of South Cove, as approaching near to the head 
of Rose Harbour. In its head is good anchorage for a small schooner 
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in from 6 to 10 fathoms. It is not quit© land locked, but sheltered from 
the only direction otherwise exposed by a little rocky reef which runs 
out from its east side. The bay ends westwai-d in a narrow arm, which 
receives two streams of some size. It resembles the head of JRose Har- 
bour in being filled with little rocky islands and rocks, and though well 
sheltered would be unsafe even for small craft. The general aspect of 
this inlet and the country surrounding it is like that of Houston Stewart 
Channel. Thickly wooded mountains rise everywhere from the water's 
edge to heights frequently exceeding 1000, but rarely if ever more than 
2000 feet. The shore is generally roQky, with deep water off it, and 
beaches are infrequent and not extensive. The timber being of small 
stature and gnarled is not of any great prospective value, and agricul- 
tural land does not exist. There were many seals here at the time of Seals, 
our visit (June 17th), playing in the water or lying on the rocks. Some 
mothei*s carried their young on their backs, the two heads coming up 
together in a most amusing manner. 

ColUson Bay, lying between the last and Skincuttle Inlet, is about a Coiiison Bay. 
mile and three-quarters wide, with a probable depth of two miles. It 
runs up into a narrow arm, which was not examined. Several small 
islands and rocks lie in its mouth, and it does not appear to be service- 
able as a harbour. 

Skincuttle Inlet is five and a half miles deep, with a width between Skincuttie 
it« entrance points of four miles. A number of smaller inlets and *^ 
coves open from it. The north side of the inlet is formed by Burnaby 
Island, and from the north-west angle Burnaby Strait runs north- 
ward to Juan Perez Sound, and separates Burnaby Island from the 
east shore of Moresby Island. In 1863-64, Skincuttle Inlet was the 
scene of the exploits of a certain Mr. Francis Poole, calling himself a 
civil and mining engineer. He subsequently published a volume 
called " Queen Charlotte Islands,"* which is chiefly remarkable for 
the exaggerated character of the accounts it contains. Mr. Poole 
gives a rough sketch map of Skincuttle, on which he has named most 
of the features. I have retained his names in so far as I have been 
able to recognize the localities to which they are intended to apply. 

The shores of Skincuttle Inlet resemble those of other parts of the 
islands already described, being in general bold, and rising at once 
from the water's edge either to low hills or mountains of some height. 
The inlet appeai!s to be continued westward by low land, but owing to 
the fiEict that the mountains were perpetually covered with mist during 
our stay in this place, it is possible that there are hills of some height 
at a little distance from the shore. Near the north-western angle of 

*L(ttid<ni,187SL 
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the inlet the mountains rise steeply to a height of 3000 feet or more, 
being the highest yet met with in proceeding northward. The surface 
of the country is forest-clad, but as before noticed many of the trees 
are dead at the tops. When sheltered flat land occurs, however, they 
are well grown and healthy looking. The Spruce (Abies Menziesii), 
Hemlock (Abies Mertensiana) and Cedar (Thuja giganted) are the most 
abundant, the latter chiefly near the shore. Alders (Alnus Oregona) 
and Crab-apples (Pyrus rivularis) form small groves near the beach 
where the land is low. In the narrower passages where no heavy seas 
can enter, the trees seem almost to root in the beach, and their branches 
hang down so as even to dip into the water at high tide. Where a 
naiTOw beach occurs in these sheltered localities, vividly green grass 
spreads down till it meets the yellow tangle which grows up as far as 
the tide ever reaches. Owing to the dampness of the climate, a few 
days exposure at neap tides does not seem to injure the sea-weed. Ferns 
also grow abundantly on the trunks and even on the boughs of the trees, 
both living and dead, and green moss forms great club-like masses on 
projecting brauches. Large trunks, overthrown and dead, become at 
once perfect gardens of moss young trees and bushes, though lying 
high . above the ground supported on piles of yet earlier windfall. 
Similar features characterize the forest bordering the shores elsewhere 
throughout the whole southern portion of the Queen Charlotte Islands, 
and — it is unnecessary to add — render locomotion in any other way 
than by boats or canoes along the shore nearly impossible. 

The entrance to Skincuttle Inlet is south of a chain of islands which 
may be called the Capper Islands, and lie east-north-east and west-south- 
west. It is a mile and a half wide, but should be used with caution, as 
there is reason to believe that a rock, sometimes bare, lies in it. The 
passage to the north of the Copper Islands is contracted, and with one 
or more rocks in its narrowest part. The fii'st opening on the south 
side of the inlet, and best anchorage, is Harriet Harbour of Poole, of 
which a careful survey, with soundings, has been made. It is two 
miles east of the south entrance point of Skincuttle Inlet, and runs 
southward one mile. It should be entered by the channel on the west 
side of Harriet Island, which lies at its mouth. A vessel should be 
kept nearer the west side of the channel, (as several little rocks covered 
at high water lie along Harriet Island) and run some distance beyond 
the inner end of the island before bringing too, to avoid the shoal bank 
which lies off its point. The depth is about 8 fathoms, with good 
holding ground, and the harbour is well sheltered from most directions, 
though subject to heavy puffs from the valleys at its head when a 
southerly gale is blowing. 

A mile and a half west of Harriet Harbour is Huston Bay of Poole 
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This is a wide inlet which runs southward about four miles, and then 
turns to the west, in which direction its extremity was not visited. 
High mountains rise from the shore near its head. 

At the western end of Skincuttle Inlet are three indentations of the 
coast, of which the southern appears to be George Harbour of Poole. 
The northern, lying at the entrance of Bumaby Strait, may be called 
Tangle Cave. It is a well sheltered anchorage for a small schooner, 
but a shoal, the extent of which is unknown, lies oif its mouth. The 
entrance is between a small island which lies at its south side and two goiomite 

Narrows. 

other little islets to the north. In it lies a rock which uncovers at low 
water. The mountains at the head of Tangle Cove are steep, and 
pi-obably reach 3000 feet in height. Part of their upper slopes are 
bare of trees, but apparently covered with peaty moss, where not com- 
posed of rock. Two and a half miles northward of Bumaby Strait is 
Dolomite Narrows, The strait is here not more than a quarter of 
a mile wide, and the channel is ci-ooked, obstructed by rocks, and shoal, 
having from six to eight feet only of water at low tide. The current 
is not strong, however, and our schooner passed safely through, though 
it is not to be recommended as a passage for a,ny craft larger than a boat 
or canoe. All pai'ts of Bumaby Strait must, indeed, be navigated 
with great caution, a^ there are many rocks, and a large proportion of 
them are covered at high water. Just south of Dolomite Nan*ows, 
from the west side of the strait, opens Bag Harbour, expanding within 
to a basin nearly a mile in diameter. On the south shore of Burnaby 
Island, constituting the north side of Skincuttle Harbour, is a bay, with 
several small islands in front, which may be a good harbour, but was 
not examined. Further east, in the vicinity of the abandoned copper 
mine. Blue Jay and Kingfisher Harbours of Poole, are mere rocky 
coves, scarcely commodious for boats. 

Granite Point, on the north side of the entrance to Skincuttle, is a Granite Point* 
rather remarkable whitish crag, separated by a naiTow neck of low 
land from the main shore. The east side of Burnaby Island from this 
place to Scudder Point — a distance of about five miles — was not 
examined. There is, however, a deep bay to the north of Granite 
Point, with a high island lying in its mouth. The Bolkus Islands 
form a chain about two miles long, lying east and west in the centre 
of Skincuttle Inlet. They are five in number, with many small rocks 
and reefs. The land is low, and on the western and largest of the islands 
the soil appears to be good, though now covered with dense forest. 

Burnaby Strait is nine miles in length, ninning northward six and a Bumaby Strait, 
half miles beyond Dolomite Narrows, and gaining eventually an average 
width of a mile and a quarter. Nearly abreast Dolomite Narrows on 
Burnaby Idand are two conspicuous mountains — The Twins — estimated 
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BuBftby Strait, at 1500 fc6t in height. One and a half miles north of the Xarrows, 
Island Bay^ two miles deep, rans westward. It is named from a nnm- 
ber of i«mall islands — aboat seventeen — which it contains, and may 
probably be too rocky for a safe harbour. Four miles north of the 
Narrows, a passage opens westward between the north shore of 
Bumaby Island and Huxley Island. On the west side of the northern 
entrance to Bumaby Strait is Skaat Harbour. This is a bay two and 
three-^^uarter miles wide, with a total depth of about three miles. In 
its mouth lies one largo island — Wanderer Island — and several smaller 
ones. The harbour turns into a narrow inlet in its upper part, which 
was not visited, and terminates among high mountains forming a por- 
tion of the axial chain of the islands. Skaat Harbour was not sounded 
or carefully examined, but from the character of its shores would 
probably afford good anchorage, especially behind Wandei-er Island, 
and if so, it is the best for large vessels in this vicinity. It lies near 
the seaward opening of Juan Perez Sound, All Alone Stone and Jlonument 
Rock forming good entrance marks to Burnaby Strait. The harbour 
will probably be found deepest on the Wanderer Island side, as there 
is an extensive field of kelp off the opposite shore. The entrance to 
Skaat Harbour on the southern side of Wanderer Island is very narrow. 
At the angle formed between it and the shore of Bumaby Strait are 
two small coves affording anchorage for a schooner, but with wide tide- 
flats at their heads, which a short distance below low-water mark fall 
away very rapidly into deep water. The eastern point of Wanderer 
Island, in line with that of Centre Island, leads over Limestone Hock, a 
mile to the southward of the latter. This is a dangerous reef, bare 
only at low water, but not extensive, though a second rock, dry at low 
water only, lies a short distance south-east of it. 

Bumaby ijiand The north shore of Burnaby Island, five and three-quarter miles in 
length, lies east-north-east and west-south-west, and is nearly straight 
on the whole, though with a few shallow bays, one of which has been 
called Section Cove, and is again referred to in this report. Alder Island 
lies about the centre of this stretch of coast. It is about half a mile 
in diameter, nearly flat, and there is probably a good anchorage be- 
hind it, which should, however, be approached from the north, as the 
Saw Beef runs out fi'om the shore of Burnaby Island to the eastward, 
and this part of the coast is, moreover, broken and rocky, with large 
fields of kelp extending off it. 

From Scudder Point the shore trends somewhat west of south, allow- 
ing the outer of the Copper Islands to be seen. The hills on the north 
side of Burnaby Island are not high, being estimated at from 300 to 
500 feet. A considerable width of low land stretches back fi'om Scudder 
Point, covered with an open growth of large but gnarled spruces, the 
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trunks of which are not simple, but fork upwards, as they are often 
found to do in exposed situations. Little beaches of coarse clean-washed 
gravel fill the spaces between the low shattered rock masses, )vhich 
spread widely between high and low water marks, with evidence of 
the action of a heavy surf. In a cove on the north side is a strongly 
built but abandoned Indian house. 

Huxley Island is about two miles in length, from north to south. It 
is very bold and remarkable, rising I'apidly from the beach to a height 
probably exceeding 1000 feet. Abreast the north-west point of this 
island, in mid-channel, a cast of the dredge in 70 fathoms was obtained, 
the bottom being a fine sandy mud. 

Jxian Perez Sound has been so named in honour of the reputed dis- J'i*» P«f«« 
coverer of the Queen Charlotte Islands, who, though he appears rather 
to have had that honour thrust upon him than earned it by courage in 
his exploration, probably deserves some recognition.* This opening, 
between the north of Burnaby Island and Ramsay Island^ has a width 
of eight miles. It runs north-westward, giving off a number of smaller 
inlets and bays, and is continued in a north-north-westwai-d direction 
by Darwin Sound, by which it communicates with the upper ends of 
the long inlets which run westward fi'om Laskeek Bay, From the 
centre of a line joining the outer entrance points, to the southern 
entrance of Darwin Sound, Juan Perez Sound is thirteen and a half 
miles in length. On its south-western side are Werner Bay, Sutton 
Inlet and De la Beche Inlet, These terminate in narrow channels or inieta and 
fiords, which run up among the axial mountains of Moresby Island, 
and owing to the short time at my disposal, and comparatively unin- 
teresting character of the rock sections, were not examined to their 
heads. From Werner Bay two small inlets branch. Hutton Inlet 
appeared to be about three miles long; De la Beche Inlet nearly six 
miles, with a low valley, hemmed in by mountains on either side, 
running north-westward from its extremity. None of these openings 
seem to be at all well adapted for harbours, as the shores are bold 
and rocky, seldom showing beaches, and the water to all appearance 
too deep for anchorage. The Bischoff Islands are low, but like the rest 
of the country, densely wooded. There is a sheltered anchorage for 
small schooners between the two larcrer islands, but it must be entered 
fi'om the westward, and with much caution, owing to the number of 
rocks and sunken reefs which surround it. Sedgwick Bay^ about three 
miles deep, in the south shore of Lyell Island, was merely sketched 
from its entrance. It appeai*s to be too much exposed for a harbour, 
as southerly winds draw directly up Juan Perez Sound. 

* As alnady mentioned, ManreUe, in 1775, named the strait to the north of the islands after 
Perez t bat his name has been superseded by Dixon's. 
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bMi, MTth TLe jy>rtb-e*rt fciJe of Joan Perez Inlei i« fomad hr a group of 
Ulaud^. of which FjirMiiiT. Mnrehifon mi>i Bamar Islands are the 



hkrgei-x. £am.«div I»iaDd is two aod xhrtt^uMner miles in length, east 
uud we^t. Bold hili^ ri*e in the centre of the inland, whidi is densely 
w<mA^L IXsi feoath frhore is hi^h. with ^jme rockv eliffii. Two small 
h>il*fU lie ofl* the north-ea^t fehore. which i« ragged and composed of 
toolid rock. The north-werst ^hore has several cores, bat none salted 
for aiichorage. Morchison Islan^i is two and a half miles long ; Fara- 
dav IpilMiA nearlv two miles. Both are low. Between BamsaT and 
MorchL^'On L^lands is a little group composed of Hot Sprimg IsUnii, 
Jlowte LsJiand aD'i a few more small islets and rocks. Between Hot 
lUtSimc. Spnuis hiA HoiL«e Lslandd is a good anchorage for small schoonov, 
feheltered on all ^ides bat the north. On the south side of Hot Spring 
Inland i*; the spring from which it has been so named. Its sitoation is 
easily rw>grjized by a patch of green mossv sward which can be seen 
from a c«jfL-»iderable distance. Steam also generally hovers over it. 
The a/:tual source of tlie water is not seen, but is probably not far from 
the inner e^ige of the mossy patch. The surface is composed of broken 
fragmenb*, more or less completely concealed by bush and sod, and the 
water is first f^een lower down, where it issues in a number of little 
htreanis over a considerable breadth, and flows out upon the beach. I 
ha^l no tliermoineter reading sufficiently high to take the temperatore 
of the warmest streams, in which the hand could scarcely be held with 
cjmfort. Other rills, probably coming less directly from the source, 
are com[iaiatively co<il. The water has a slight smell of sulphuretted 
hydrogen, and a Ijarely perceptible saline taste. The stones over 
which it flows in some places show traces of a whitish deposit, and the 
stream-) and p^x^ls are choke^l with a slimy confer\'oid growth. On 
stripping oft' the sod of the portion of ground not covered by trees and 
ladjAD t>Btb. bushes, the earth is found to be quite warm. The Indians bathe in a 
natural [xxil in which the watei's of one of the streams collect; it is 
jiartly full of sol\ mud, but hard in the bottom. 

iiunniiig northward from the end of Murchison Island is a chain of 
small islands about four miles long, which may be named the Tar 
Jdaufh, as the hulians rofKirt that on one of them bituminous matter 
is found 'i>t)7A\\\r out among the stones on the beach. The southern 
island of the groujj — A(/glotnerate Islind — has apparently been burnt 
over, and is eov(jre<l with standing dead trees. It alone was ^nsited, 
an J, owing to sr^me confusion in the bearings taken for the purpose of 
fixing the otheiv, their number and position as shown on the map is 
somewhat uncertain. Outside these islands lies a single low island 
with a few trees, which may be called Tuft Island, 

Jiocks dry at low water lie between Fai-aday and Murchison Islands, 
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and there are several small rocky islets and low-water rocks in the 
vicinity of Hot Spring and House Islands. Vessels entering Juan 
Perez Sound had therefore better do so to the south of Eamsay Island, 
till the narrower channels have been carefully sui'veyed. No bottom 
was reached with 94 fathoms of line in the centre of the Sound south 
of Bamsay Island, nor in another place about a mile south-east of the 
extremity of Bischoff Islands. No other soundings were made here, 
but the water seems to be everywhere deep. 

LyeU Island is about ten miles in extreme diameter in both east and LyeU Island. 
west and north and south bearings. It is separated by Darwin Sound 
from the main coast of Moresby Island to the south-west, and is com- 
posed of high hilly land, generally rising at once from the shores to 
heights of from 600 to 900 feet, and attaining in a few instances toward 
the centre of the island a height probably exceeding 1000 feet It is 
densely wooded, and where patches of low land exist bears some fine 
timber. Sedgwick Bay, already described, indents its southern shore, 
A-tli Inlet its northern. The east coast was not surveyed, and is merely 
sketched in on the map. Darwin Sound from its southern entrance, to 
White Point is eleven and a half miles in length, and lies north-north- 
west south-south-east. It is irregular in width, but is a fine navigable 
channel. In the south entrance no bottom was found with a 94-fathom 
line. In entering from the southward. Shuttle Island looks nearly 
round. The channel on its eastern side should be followed, as this 
seems to be quite free from impediments. Abreast the north end of 
Shuttle Island in this channel a cast at 18 fathoms was obtained. A 
mile beyond this point is an inconspicuous low i-ock in mid-channel, 
with a second bare only at low water a short distance to the \)orth of 
it. The flood tide sets up Darwin Sound from the southward into the Tide, 
various inlets, and then eastward to the open sea again by Richardson 
and Logan Inlets^ The ebb in like manner draws through from end 
to end in the opposite direction. The tidal current must run about two 
knots when strongest. 

The south-west side of the sound for four miles from the south Bigsby Inlet. 
entrance is rocky and broken, with several coves and little inlets. 
Bigsby Inlet then runs in two and a half miles west-north-westward. 
It is a gloomy chasm, scarcely half a mile in width, but surrounded by 
mountains higher than any yet seen, and probably not exceeded by 
any in the islands. These rise steeply from the water, sometimes 
attaining in the first instance a height of 3000 feet, and are in places 
nearly perpendicular, but are generally well wooded, the trees clinging 
in the crevices of the rocks. Further back, especially to the south- 
ward and westward, massive summits of bare granite rise to a height 
of 4000 to 5000 feet, with their upper gorges and shady hollows filled 
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with di-ifted snow-fields. Wo were overtaken by evening in this inlet 
on July 2nd, and could scarcely find a strip of beach wide enough to 
spread our blankets down on for the night. 

Shuttle Island, though low, is rocky. The channel to the weat of it 

Is pi*obably deep enough for vessels of any class, but should not be used 

till it lias been properly surveyed. Thei*e is a rock, covered at high 

water, on the west side of its northern entrance. 

A mile and a half further northwaixi, and opposite the inner end at 

Echo Harbour. Richardson Inlet, is Echo Harbour, The entrance to this harbour looks 
like a shallow cove from outside. We entered it on July 4th in search 
of a place to anchor, and were sui*prised to find the passage into the 
harbour. It runs southwai*d about a mile, and is surrounded by high 
hills which toward its head rise to rugged mountains. The outer part 
of the entrance is about 10 fathoms in depth \ the sides then approach, 
leaving a channel scarcely 300 yai-ds wide between abrupt rocky 
shores. In the harbour proper the depth is everywhere about 15 
fathoms, decreasing gradually towai*d the head for a short distance, 
and then running steeply up to a flat which is partly dry at low water, 
and above high water mark forms a narrow grassy beach. The bottom 
is soft mud, and excellent holding ground. A very narrow passage 
leads westward from the bottom of the harbour into a wonderfully 
secluded little basin, scai'coly a quarter of a mile in diameter. With 
the exception of a channel in the centre, this is nearly dry at low 
water. Into its head flows a largo brook, coming from the mountains 
to the south-westward. 

Hiffh moiin- Two milos northwest of the entrance to Echo Harbour, the shore line 

Kiun-kwoi Bay falls back to form Klun-kwoi Bay. This runs up in several arms, which 
were not minutely examined, among the bases of rugged snow-clad 
mountains, which rise very steeply from the shores, or at the sides of 
the narrow valleys by which the heads of the inlets are continued in- 
land. The highest peaks probably exceed 5000 foot in altitude, and 
the desolate grandeur of the scenery of the region is almost oppressive. 
The axial mountains of More.^by Island form a high and partly snow- 
clad sierra from the north end of Juan Perez Sound to this place. They 
appear to culminate here, and are not such a prominent featui*e further 
southward. It is probably to this part of tno range that Perez's name 
of Sierra de San Cristoval may be applied with greatest propriety. 

Orescent Inlet. Crzscent Inkt may bo considered as forming the extension northward 
of Darwin Sound. It turns gradually through nearly half a circle, 
fi*om a north-north-west bearing to a direction nearly west-south-west^ 
and is over four milos in length, though its actual extremity was not 
visited. It is a fioi*d, with steep mountainous and wooded sides, but it is 
probably not so deep as most similar inlets, as there are stretches of 
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beach of some length. The mountains at its head are not so high as 
those in the last bay, and if Tasoo Hai'bour, on the west coast of 
Moresby's Island is correctly placed, the distance across to it from the 
head of this inlet cannot be great I did not hear, however, that the 
Indians have any trail across from this place. The most conspicuous 
peak in the vicinity of Crescent Inlet is on its north side, at the angle 
of the bend. This mountain is about 3000 feet in height, with a sharp 
summit, which at some points of view appears to be tripple. It is 
partly bare and was named Red Top. 

From the wide indentation of the coast which is named Laskeek Bay, Waters open- 
four large inlets run westwai*d, of these the two southern, which have Lukeek Bay. 
been named Eichardson and Logan Inlets, open into the head of Darwin 
Sound. Bichardson Inlet is about ten miles in length, with an average 
length of about one and a half miles. Its southei-n side is formed by 
Lyell Island, its northern by Kun-ga Tanroo and Inner Islands^ f I'om east 
to west. The inlet is straight with moderately bold shores, Kun-ga 
Island is over 1000 feet in height, forming a good mark at its enti*ance. 
There is a low rocky reef, however, some distance east of the outer 
point of Kun-ga, and a second off the south point of the same island. 
Kear Dog Island there are several small islets and rocks. The channels 
between Kun-ga and Tan-oo and the latter and Inner Islands are proba- 
bly deep, though the first should be navigated with caution, and care 
taken to avoid the east end of Tan-oo Island, as several rocks and 
patches with kelp lie off the Indian village there. About three and a 
half miles west of Dog Island, on the south side of Eichardson Inlet, is 
a cove, where a small schooner can find a convenient anchorage, — 
probably the nearest stopping place to Laskeek village. There is a 
ruined Indian house in the cove. The western end of Eichardson Inlet 
is contracted to a width of about a quainter of a mile, and obstructed by 
a small island and several rocks. The tide runs through the passage 
with considerable force, and it is unsuited as an approach to Echo Har- 
bour, though the most direct way in from the sea. A-tli Inlet, about 
three miles deep, and with two main arms, was sketched from its outer 
X>oint8. It did not appear to be a good harbour. 

Logan Inlet is about seven miles in length, with a small bold rock, Logan inieL 
covered with trees — Flowerpot Island — in its mouth. One other small 
island lies close to the shore on its southern side, but it is otherwise 
free from obstructions, and constitutes a fine navigable channel, and 
the best approach to Echo Harbour. Vessels should enter to the north 
of Flower-pot Island, and keep on up the centre of the channel. 
Kun-ga Island, as already mentioned, is high, having been estimated at 
1500 feet. Ti-tiU Island, small and with low limestone cliffs, lies off 
its north point. Tan-oo and Inner Islands are also bold, rising to 
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rounded hills of a nearly uniform hci^hth of about 800 feet Thcj are 
not without some ^ood gravelly beachoH, though generally rocky. 

Fine dmber. In tho inlets and bays just described, in the vicinity of Lycll Island, 
there is a considomble quantity of fine timber, trees of great stature 
gi*owing in all moderately level and sheltei*ed places. Tho most abund- 
ant tree here, as elsewhere on the islands is Abies Memiesii. The ' yel- 
low cedar,' Cupressus Nutkatenst's, occurs rather sparingly toward the 
heads of the inlets. The Laskeek or Klue Indian village, is situated on 
tho eastern extremity of Tan-oo Island. It is one of the most populons 
still remaining in the Queen Charlotte Islands. 

Dana and Sei- The two northern inlets from Laskeek Bay may be called Dana and 
Selwyn Inlets^ In the mouth of Dana Inlet is a small, high, rockj 
island, of rounded form, which may be called Helmet IsUtnd, Aseooixi 
small island is near it, and from most points of view the channel be- 
tween the two is not seen. Cure must be taken to avoid mistaking this 
island for Flower-pot Island, in the mouth of Logan Inlet. Dana Inlet 
is six and a half miles long, and runs nearly due westward, with bold 
shores. At its extremity it turnrii northward, communicating by a 
nari*ow but apparently deep passage with Selwyn Inlet, and thus cut- 
ting olf Tal'Un-kwan fslarul, seven miles in length. The hills on thu 
island are roundo<l and regular in form, and rise to elevations of from 
800 to 900 feet. Selwyn Inlet runs wcstwai-d, parallel to the last, for 
about seven miles, and then turning north-westwai-d, runs for a like 
distance in that direction, giving off three arms, one of which forms it 
high-water a passage for canoes into the upper part of Cumsbeva 
Inlet, and separates Louise fsiand from the main shore. A small island 
lies oif the north entrance point, with a low rock otf it. The remainder 
of the east-and-west reach of tho inlet appeal's to be free fi'om obstmc- 
tions, with the exce])tion of a small rock near the south shore. After 
giving the islets at the north entrance point a wide berth, a vessel 
should keep the north shore on boanl, til lin live miles the entrance 

Rock-fi?h of Roi'k-fii>h Harbour is reached. This harbour is formed by a book- 
shaped projection of low land, at the angle of Selwyn Inlet. It runs in 
westwanl for about a mile and a hall", with a width of about half a mile, 
and an average dopth of about liftoen fathoms. It is a secui*e and well- 
sheltered anchorage, more easily entered than Cumshewa Harbour. 
The west branch of Selwyn Inlet was estimated to run four miles west- 
south-westward, arid cannot be more than nine or ton miles from the 
u[)per arms of Mitchell or Gold Harbour, of the west coast. A low 
valley was observed to run some distance westwartl from the head of 
this branch. Of the two remaining arms of Selwyn Inlet, one appears 
to end blindly in about two miles, the second i*unning north-north-east- 
wai-d, forms the communication with Cumshewa Inlet already alluded 
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to. These upper arms of the inlet aie environed by high and rugged 
mountains, of which, however, owing to persistently wet weather, no 
good view was obtained. The passage to Cumshewa is narrow and 
walled in at both sides by mountains which rise very steeply from it. 
The land on Louise Island to the north of Rock-fish Harbour is also 
very high and bold. Like those before described, the shores of this 
inlet are densely wooded. 

The positions of Reef Island and the Low Islands in Laskeok Bay have 
not been fixed with any accuracy, and they are merely sketched on the 
map. The first-named is steep along the water's edge, and a reef runs 
about half a mile southward from it. 

From the mouth of Selwyn Inlet, the coast runs north-eastward for Coast botweeD 
seven miles, with several small bays, fully open to the sea, and gener- CamalTewa. 
ally rocky. About mid-way a remarkable limestone point, named 
Point Vertical, from the attitude of the beds, projects. It is connected 
with the main shore by a narrow spit, on which stands an Indian 
house. North of it are two small islands, — Limestone Islands, — behind 
which the tide, mnning southward along the coast, forms a race at ebb. 
Skedans Bay is sti'ewn with sunken rocks and fully open, and should on 
no account be entered by vessels. A large stream entere its head, 
which can be seen at some distance inland forming u high waterfall, 
and which, accoixiing to the Indians, flows out of a lake of some size high 
among the mountains. The Skedans village forms a semi-circle round skedana village 
the head of a small bay or cove — ^very rocky — which indents the south 
side of a narrow isthmus, connecting two remarkable nipple-shaped 
hills with the main shore. This peninsula is situated at the south en- 
trance point to Cumshewa Inlet, and between it and the Skedans 
Islands lying off, the tide forms a race. The Skedans Islands form a 
mark in entering Cumshewa Inlet from the south, but are only sketched 
on the map. They are low and tree-clad. 

Cumshewa Harbour, of the Admiralty chart, is shown as about fivecumshowa 
miles in depth. This opening is in reality, however, a long inlet, run- °^*^ 
ning westward fifteen miles, and sending a prolongation southward to 
Selw3^n Inlet. It diftcrs in its somewhat greater width, and the low 
character of the land on its northern shore from the inlets to the south, 
and in fact marks the junction, on the east coast of the island, of the 
mountain region and flat country underlain by the comparatively un- 
disturbed Cretaceous rocks. There is more beach along the shores than 
in the southern inlets, and wide tide-flats, indicating shoaler water, 
which is not only found in the inlet iteelf, but now extends far off the 
coast. The shores are quite bold, however, in some places toward the 
head of the inlet, and the water probably deep. The mountains south 
of the extremity of the inlet and on Louise Island are high and carry 
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BDOW in abundance^ which doubtless lasts all summer. These appear 
about as high as any yet seen, from which it is evident that the aziftl 
I'ange does not gradually die away northward, but is here suddenly in- 
terrupted. North of the extremity of the inlet, some miles back from 
the shore, rounded hills estimated at about 1000 feet are seen. 
Entrance to Outside the mouth of Cumshewa Inlet, north of the Skedans Islands, 

Cumshewa _ 

laiet. the depth is pretty uniform at about twenty fathoms, with a shelly and 

gravelly bottom. An extensive reef lies nearly a mile off the northern 
entrance point of the inlet, in a south-easterly bearing, with a second, 
seen only at low-water, nearly half a mile further out in the same di- 
rection. A vessel coming fi-om the north should, therefore, keep well 
off the shore till the Cumshewa rocks arc passed, and then stand in to 
the entrance in a north-westerly coui'so. Cumshewa Island, of the 
chart, is a small barren rock. Kin-gui Island^ just within the north en- 
trance point, on the north side of the inlet, bristles with dead treefl^ 
and can be recognized easily. About a mile fui'ther in is the narrow 
chaimol by which the inlet must be entered. This is about half a mile 
wide, lying between the north shore of the inlet, and noi*them edge of 
a veiy extensive shoal which runs out from the south shore, with t 
bi-oadly triangulai* form. When the southern point of the peninsula 
which projects from the north shore of Cumshewa Inlet, beai^s N, 65* 
30' (S. 88° W. Mag.), the northern edge of the wide shoal is just cleared. 
The least depth in the channel is, according to the Admiralty sketch 
(No. 2168), seven to eight fathoms, but as the sketch is otherwise inco^ 
rect, too much confidence should not be placed in this measurement 
A few patches of the shoal dry at low tide, but the greater part of its 
extent is indicated only by the kelp which grows thickly on it daring 
the summer. 

JtfcKay's Cove. Within the naiTOWs, on the north shore, is a cove, where a small 
house for the pui-pose of trade with the natives was built some years 
ago, but is now abandoned. The tide-flat^< are wide, but off them t 
small schooner may find a pretty secure anchorage, though the tide— 
which runs strongly in the mouth of this inlet — sweeps round tho 
cove. 

^uEgef^* Cumshewa Indian village is situated on the north side of the inlet^ 

the houses being arranged along the shore of a bay which faces south- 
ciistward. A small rocky island which may l>e called Village Island^ 
lies off it, and is connected with the main shore at low-tide. 

The ruins of an abandoned village exist on the outer point near Gnm- 
shewa Island, but this one has probably never been of great im- 
portance. 

JLnchorage. On the sketch of Cumshewa, published by the Admiralty, an an- 

chorage with eleven and twelve fathoms of water is shown behind the 
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Peninsula. This is a mistake, as the bay there is quite shallow. The 
best anchorage for a large vessel is probably to be found on the south 
side, nearly opposite the Peninsula, and abreast a stretch of low land, 
at the entrance of a large stream. 

From the entrance to Cumshewa Inlet, the coast runs north-north- Cowt between 
westward to Spit Point, at the south side of Skidegate Inlet, a distance ^IgSTe* "* 
of sixteen miles. It is indented by two considerable bays, the northern 
of which may be called Copper Bay^ from the fact that some work has 
been done here at one time in examining a deposit of copper ore. The 
land is low, and very different in appearance^from that of the coast 
southward. In a few places it rises at the shore to a height of about 
200 feet, and generally attains this elevation at some distance inland. 
The projecting points are generally low and flat, formed of gravel de- 
posits, elsewhere referred to as probably indicating a slight elevation 
of the land. In correspondence with the change in the character of 
the land, the beach becomes flat, and shoal water extends far off shore. 
Near Cumshewa the beaches are almost entirely composed of boulders, 
but show more gravel and sand toward Skidegate, though plentifully 
strewn with erratics, especially near the projecting points. The sur- 
face of the country is densely wooded with trees of large size. Spit 
Point is low, and composed of sand deposits, which extending north- 
ward form the bar or shoal which stretches across the entrance to 
Skidegate Inlet. 

The country on the north side of the entrance to Skidegate is also Entrance to 
low. The shoal just referred to nins across from Spit Point toward ***^*' 
Lawn Hill, which may be considered as marking the outer north point 
of the inlet. The ship entrance is from the north, with a least depth 
of 11 fathoms. The bar may also be crossed, however, with 3J fathoms 
of water south of the Bar Rocks, opposite Dead Tree Point. As Skide- 
gate Inlet has been surveyed and a reliable map is published by the 
Admiralty (No. 48), it will be unnecessary to add further remarks as 
to its navigation. The bar is remarkable in sloping off very gradually 
Beawai*d, while toward the inlet it dips steeply down into water of 
20 or 30 fathoms. 

Skidegate Inlet runs west-south-westward. At about eight miles skidegate Laiet 
from the bar it is contracted to a width of about a mile and a half 
between Image Point and that on the north-east side of Alliford Bay. 
Within this it opens widely, forming two great expansions, which are 
separated by Maude Island. The eastern part of the northei*n expan- 
sion is called Bear Skin Bay on the chart, while its western extremity, 
turning north-westward, forms Long Arm; the total length of the 
Inlet from the bar to the head of Long Arm being about twenty-one 
miles. The deposit of coal which has been mined is situated in the 
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angle east of Long Arm, and was reached by a small railway from 
Anchor Cove. Many islands, of which the largest is named Lina Island 
on the chart, are scattered in the northern expansion of the inlet 
The southern expansion ma}' bo called South Bay, It holds one large 
island — South Island — and at its western side passes into a naiTOW 
water which becomes Skidegate Channel^ and communicates westward 
with the ocean. 
Mountains From the east shore of the islands the country rises gradually till at 

«xU o/lBiand* . ^^^ naiTOw portion of the inlet, at Image Point, hills exceeding 1000 
feet in altitude boi-der it on both sides. Further westward the moun- 
tains increase in height and become more rugged, till the mountainous 
axis of the islands is reached. This crosses the inlet at Long Arm, 
and shows several summits between 3000 and 4000 feet high, some of 
which cariy a little snow all summer on their shady sides. Their 
outlines are not remarkably rugged. On the eastera flanks of the i*ange 
the mountains in several places show long slopes with steep escarp- 
ments and other peculiarities of form usually found where thoy are 
composed of massive tilted strata. These are in this instance those of 
the coal-bearing Cretaceous series. Westwai-d of the axis the moun- 
tains are again lower, with rounded forms. 
Slate Chnck Many small streams flow into Skidegate Inlet, but none deserving to 
S^MaBse?."'"** be called rivers. The most considerable is that which has been called 
the Slate Chuck on the chart. It reaches the inlet about a mile north 
of Anchor Cove, coming fi'om a wide and low valley which runs north- 
westward into the mountain range, and is nearly parallel to that occu- 
pied by Long Arm. Slate Chuck Brook is so called from the fact, 
mentioned by Mr. Eichaixison,* that from a quarry a few miles up its 
course the Indians obtain the dark shaly material from which they 
make cai*vings. The Indians now appear to know little about the 
upper part of the Slate Chuck, but say that it comes from a large lake, 
from the other end of which (or near it) flows a stream which reaches 
the head of Masset Inlet. In former years this route was occasionally 
used, pai't of the distance being accomplished in canoe and part on foot 
through the woods. Of late years it is supposed to have become impas- 
sable from windfall due to fires. The Ya-koun River was pointed out to 
me in Masset Inlet as that by which part of the journey wa>5 made. 
The distance in a straight line between tide-water at the two points 
indicated is about twenty-five geographical miles, or twenty-eight and 
a half statute miles. 

The shores of Skidegate Inlet are not so bold as those of the fiords 
to the south, and are generally fringed with a beach of greater or less 



* Report of Proffress. 1872-3, p. 61. 
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vidth. Tho surrounding country is densely wooded, and in the valleys 

>r where the land forms a flat boixier near the sea, timber of raagnifi- Fine timber. 

;ent growth is found. In the cove at Image Point some rude buildings 

lave been erected in connection with the dog-fish fishery, in which 

wo persons were engaged at the time of our visit. Haifa mile inland 

I few trees have been felled for the pui'pose of obtaining wood for 

)arrel8, and a little opening made which enables one to form some 

dea of the straightness and size of the trees composing the forest. 

Dhese are chiefly Menzies spruce (Abies Menziesli)^ and yield a clean 

vhite wood of moderately fine grain, and appai*ently well suited for 

he manufacture of lumber. 

The Skidegate Indian village is nearly half a mile in length, con- Indian villages, 
isting of a row of houses, with the usual carved posts, fronting on 
•tillage Bay of the chart. A second village is situated on tho east end 
>f Maude Island. This is quite new, having been formed by the Kuper 
nlet (or ' Gold Harbour*) Indians within a few years. 

From South Bay, Skidegate Channel runs nearly due westward |^><J^«««t« 
iftecn miles to the Pacific. Six miles fi'om its western opening it 
bifurcates, one arm running probably about west-south-westward, and 
brming an island of the region between it and the main channel. 
\.bout mid- way from South Bay to tho west coast. North Arm runs 
lorthward about two and a half miles. From South Buy to Log Point — 
light and a half miles — the channel is quite contracted, but two parts 
>f it are particularly so, and may be called the East and West Narrows. 
The first includes three miles of the channel, which does not average 
►ver a quarter of a mile in width, and in one place is contracted to 
kbout 200 feet. At high tide this has the appearance of being a deep 
>pen channel with a few small rocky islands and rocks only, but at 
ow water it becomes almost dry for long stretches, with a small and 
ortuous water-way between gravelly banks. Tho West KaiTOws is at Ewt and West 
Jog Point, is much shorter than the last, and probably not less than 
wo cables in width where least It is very shoal, however, over a 
jreat part of its width, with several rocks in the centi'e near the 
leepest channel. The tides from the east and west meet about the 
iast Narrows. The current runs thi*ough the channel with great 
brce, probably at the rate of five knots in several places. A small 
chooner might be brought through Skidegate Channel, passing the 
larrows at slack water of high tide. She could not be taken through 
K)th narrows, however, at one tide, as the slack water lasts for a very 
hort time. The channel can only be considered navigable for boats 
^nd canoes. 

At Log Point the channel suddenly becomes about a mile wide, and 
ontinues to widen slightly till it opens to the ocean, affording no 
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Character of 
the country* 



West entrance sheltered anchorago. Two miles west of Log Point, the south-western 
of Channel. ^^j^jj^jij ^f the channel runs off, going first southward for about a mile. 
At this point it is blocked by the delta of a brook of some size, which 
enters from the southeast. A bank has been formed here, which dries 
for a width of at least a quarter of a mile at low water, and even at 
high tide cannot have more than four feet of water on it. This passage 
is therefore only adapted for canoes or boats, and is used by the 
Indians when travelling between Skidogato and Port Kuper. A vessel 
entering the north arm of Skidegate Channel from the west might 
probably find a secure anchorage in the entrance to the south-west 
arm just mentioned. 

The central portion of Skidegate Channel, though narrow, occupies 
the middle of a valley of some width, and is bordered generally on both 
sides by low wooded land, sloping gradually up to the foot of the 
mountains, which rise to elevations between 1000 and 1500 feet. This 
is also the case with the arm which projects north waixl, and a trans- 
veree low valley connects this with that occupied by the Long Arm. 
Beyond Log Point the channel assumes the general character of the 
inlets of the west coast. The shores become steep and rocky, with 
little or no beach. The trees covering the hills become scrubby in 
appearance, and are mingled with much dead wood. Scarcely any 
soil clothes the slopes, and en tensive patches of bare rock become 
evident among the foliage. The higher mountains are from 1600 to 
2000 feet in height. Their summits are frequently bare, and show the 
characteristically green tint duo to a sphagncous covering of moss, and 
small bushes, as distinguished from the usual sombre hue of the conifers. 
The * yellow cedar' (Cupressus Nutkatensis) becomes abundant toward 
the west coast, but is generally of no great size. 

The distance from Lawn Hill at the entrance to Skidegate, to Bose 
Point is forty-six miles. The coast in some respects resembles that 
between Cumshewa and Skidegate, and is straight and open, with no 
harbour, and scarcely even a creek or protected cove for canoes or 
boats for long distances. The beach is gravelly, and sometimes coarsely 
stony, to the Tl-ell River, Beyond this it becomes sandy, and though 
not without some gravel, continues to hold this character to Eose 
Point. Lawn Hill is evidently formed by an outcrop of Tertiary 
volcanic rocks elsewhere described. For many miles northward, ban^ 
of clays and sands are found along the shore, and for about seventeen 
miles northward from the Tl-ell River these frequently rise into cliflb 
fifty to one hundred feet in height. Those are generally wearing away 
under the action of the waves, and trees and stumps may be noticed in 
various stages of descent to the beach. In some places dense woods of 
fine upright clear trees are thus exposed in section, and there must be 
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much fine spruce timber on the wide low country which stretches 
back from the shore towai-d Mosset Inlet. Very frequently the timber 
seen on the immediate verge of the cliffs and along the shoi*e is of an 
inferior quality, owing to its exposed position. The soil where shown gou. 
in the cliffs is generally quite sandy, or peaty in hollow places in which 
water has collected. Sand hills, or elevations resembling such, are 
seen in some places in section in the cliffs, and it is likely that further 
inland where these ai*e not found the soil has a better character, though 
the fact that the upper layei's of the drift deposits are of sand and 
gi'avel rendei*s it probable that it is generally light. 

North of the range of cliffy the shore is almost evei-y where bordered Sand huis and 
by sand hills, which are covered with coarse gi-ass, beach-pea and '**^°'* 
other similar plants, and would affoi*d fine grazing for cattle. Behind 
these are woods, in some places burnt and the trees genei*ally under- 
sized and scrubby. This part of the coast is also characterized by 
lagoons, and is evidently making, by the banking up of the sand 
under the action of the sea. The largest of the lagoons opens at Cape 
Fife of the chart, running southward some miles, and atcoixling to the 
Indians communicating with a second further inland. The mouth of this 
forms a safe harbour for boats or canoes at high tide, but is nearly dry 
at low water. 

The Tl-ell River just alluded to reaches the sea ten and a half miles Ti-eii River. 

north of Boulder Point, at the entrance to Skidegate. It is a stream of 

some size. For about three miles above its mouth it runs nearly 

parallel to the shore, about half a mile back, and separated by a low 

swampy strip of land of that breadth only from the sea. This land is 

of comparatively modern formation, being composed of sand and gravel 

banked up by the action of the waves. It is partly open and in part 

covered with spruce trees of no great size. A iniined Indian house, Roined hoofe. 

which must have been very large, stands about three miles south of 

the mouth of the river, and near this the Indians say it formerly 

debouched. This is probably correct, though it can scarcely have been 

during the existence of the building of which traces are now seen. 

The water of this river is of a dark coffee or amber colour, and a similar 

tint distinguishes that of all streams of the northern low part of the 

islands. In the bay to the north of Cape Ball an Indian villaj^o, of Deserted 

which some of the houses are still standing, was fi^rmerly situated.^* ***** 

The Indians report that at very low tides patches of hard clay appear a 

long way off Cape Ball. They relate further that many years ago a 

vessel went ashore on these shoals, and got off only by throwing ovei- 

board many things, of which one was a bi'ass cannon. On some parts Gold. 

of the shore near Cape Fife magnetic iron sand is abundant, and in this 

numerous * colours' of gold can easily be found. 

3 
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Rose Point Eose Point was so named by Douglas in 1788, but is known to the 

Haidas as Nai-kooTiy or long nose. It is a remarkable promontory, 
dependant apparently on no geological featui*e, but caused merely by 
the meeting of the currents and waves from the southward and west- 
ward ix)und the coiner of the island. The inner part of Bose Point, 
near Cape Fife, does not differ from the low wooded coast to the south, 
though according to Indian accounts there ai*e inland a great number 
of lakes and swamps, which may probably be lagoons like those just 
referred to, but have become completely land-locked and hold fresh 
water. Further out, where the point is naiTOwer and more exposed, 
it is clothed with small stunted woods, which in turn give place to 
rolling grass-covered sand-hills. Beyond this the narrow gravelly 
point is covered above high-water mark with heaps of drifting sand, 
and great quantities of bleached timber, logs and stumps piled promis- 
cuously together. The apex of the point is a narix)w steep sided 
gravelly bank, which runs out for a long distance at low water. Two 
small vessels belonging to the Hudson Bay Company have been lost on 
this point, which being so low is very dangerous in dark or thick 
weather, and, in the absence of a survey of the extension of the banks 
off it, should be given a wide berth. 

From Eose Point to Masset the minor indentations of the shore- are 
so slight that it may be described as forming one grand crescentic bay 
twenty-one miles in width. With the exception of a few small rocky 
points the beach is smooth and regular, and almost altogether composed 
of sand, though in some places coarse gravel occurs, and in its steep 
slope above the ordinary high-water mark, evidences the action at 
some times of a very heavy sea. Low sand-hills generally form a 
border to the woods, which densely cover the land, and grow in dark 
groves, with comparatively little underbiish in many places, but 
generally rather scrubby. The trees are chiefly Abies MenziesiL The 
water is shoal far off the shore, especially on approi*ching Masset, 
where kelp forms wide fields at a great distance from the beach. Eight 
miles from Rose Point is the Hi-ellen River, a stream of some size, 
which is frequented by great numbers of salmon in the autumn. Its 
mouth forms a good boat harbour. On its east bank ai*e the ruins of 
an Indian village, on its west Tow Hilly an eminence remarkable in this 
low country, faces the sea with a cliff composed of columnai* volcAnie 
rocks of Tertiary age. A mile and a half west of the Hi-ellen Biver 
are several rude houses, inhabited by the Masset Indians during a 

Fishing village, portion of the summer while they are engaged in curing halibut and 
making dog-fish oil. It is uncertain whether Tow Hill or a broad low 
elevation which lies a short distance inland near Cape Fife is the 
Nagdon (evidently a coiTuption of Nai-koon) Hill of the chart. Fi-om 
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a distance of tea or fifteen miles northwai-d the two appear to lie 
together in the axis of Eose Point. 

The north shore of Graham Island near Masset is generally low, Approaohee to 
with shoal water extending far off, though at a distance of about *"* * 
twelve miles from shore, in Dixon Entrance, the depth is about 100 
fathoms. At Masset, instead of the wide open bays generally met 
with, we find a funnel-shaped entrance leading to the narrow waters 
of Masset Sound. Masset requii*es to be approached with great caution 
by vessels, as, according to the sketch published by the Admiralty, a 
bar with only about 3 fathoms of water stretches across between 
the outer points. On the map accompanying this report the bar is 
indicated according to the sketch referred to, which may be approxi- 
mately correct only. Inside the bar the depth increases to 9 and 11 
fathoms, and anchorage in 10 fathoms is found in a bay on the east 
side, opposite the chief Indian village. The strength of the tide, how- 
ever, renders this a poor stopping place. Owing to the great expansion 
of the upper part of Masset Inlet, the current continues to run up the 
sound, opposite Masset, for about two and a half houi*s after the water 
is falling by the shore, while the ebb runs out for about three hours 
after the tide has begun to rise on the beach. 

The village just mentioned is called Ut-te-was, and here is situated a Mission station. 
Hudson Bay post — the only one on the Islands — and a station of the 
Church Missionary Society, in charge at the time of our visit, in 
August, 1878, of Rev. Mr. Collision. The station has now been estab- 
lished for two years. About a mile south of this place, also on the 
east shore, is a second village, and on the opposite side a third. Though 
all these are now decaying and with comparatively few inhabitants, 
Masset must at one time have been a very populous place. 

The land in the vicinity of Masset is all low, no hills being visible. Country about 
It is generally densely timbered with tine spruce trees, but there are *"*^ 
reports of * prairies * in the interior, which may not improbably be 
swamps. Three miles up the sound a lagoon or arm runs off on the 
east side. At this place the land pretty suddenly attains an elevation 
of 100 feet or more, spreading back in a flat or gently undulating plain 
at this level. Where seen in the banks this is formed of drift deposits. 
Clays and gravels below, haixi-bedded sands above. Nearly opposite 
this place, on the west side is Maast Island^ which appeara to have 
given its name to the entire inlet. It lies across a bay, which seems 
at first sight to offer better anchorage than that already referred to. 
The island is, however, low and sandy, and a great part of the bay or 
passage behind it is dry at low water. The length of Masset Sound Masset Sound. 
from its seawai-d entrance to the point at which it expands widely is 
nineteen miles. It is about a mile in average width, and though 
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slightly tortuous, preserves nearly the parallelism of its sides. The 
depth, ascertained in a few places, varies fi*oni 10 to 12 fathoms. A 
number of little streams enter at the sides, most of which, according to 
Indian reports, have their sources in small lakes^ Four and a half 
miles fix)m the southern or inner end of the sound, where its trend is 
nearly south-west and north-east, a narrow passage runs off nearly 
due southward, joining the expanded portion of Masset Inlet, and form- 
ing a large island, the general altitude of which is somewhat less than 
that of most of the surrounding country. This passage is partly dry 
at low water, but is occasionally used by the Indians in canoes. 

At its southern end, the narrow part of the inlet — which has been 
called the sound — expands suddenly to a great sheet of inland water, 
which with an extreme east and west length of seventeen miles, has a 
breadth where widest of five and a half miles. This, to the northward 
and eastwai*d is bounded by continuous low wooded land, probably 
based throughout on drift deposits like those seen in Masset Sound and 
on the east coast of the island ; to the west and south by hills, rising 
to mountains in the distance. Even these, however, are comparatively 
rounded in form, and probably never exceed 1500 feet in height The 
northern and southern shores arc of even contour, and often bordered 
by wide shoals covered with boulders. The western half of the 
expansion is studded with islands, and it is rather in*egular in outline, 
forming four large bays or inlets with intervening mountainous points. 
The shores are here steep, with naiTOW bouldery beaches sloping down 
at once into deep water. About the heads of the inlets, and near the 
mouths of streams only, are small areas of flat ground found. Of these 
inlets that which reaches furthest southward is called by the Indians 
Tin-in-ow-e. 

On the south side of this great expansion, five miles from its eastern 
extremity, is a narrow passage, the mouth of which is partly blocked 
by islands, but which leads into a second great expansion called by the 
Indians Tsoo-skatlij or ' the belly of the rapid.' The largest of the islands 
in this passage is called Slip-a-ti-a. A small one to the east of it (and 
connected with it at low tide) Chitz. A thinl, to the south of the first 
and in the middle] of the passage, Hlout. Kelp grows abundantly in 
the channels on both sides of the islands, which cannot therefore be 
very deep. The tide runs through them with great velocity, especially 
at ebb, when in the western channel it forms a true rapid, with much 
Second expan- white water. The upper expansion, or Tsoo-skatli, is nine and a half 
miles in length, and much less in width than the first. Its eastern 
side, as in the first, is formed of low land, while its south-western 
extremity is a long fiord-like inlet. In this upper expansion there are 
many islands, the largest of which (Mas-keious Island) is nearly a mile 
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ill diameter and about 200 feet high. The eastern portion of the south 
shore is rocky, and, sloping very gradually down below the water- 
level, gives rise to a complication of small islets and rocks. On the 
east side of Tsoo-skatli, two and a half miles from its extremity, is a 
rather remarkable hill, (Tow-us-tas-in) with a steep cliff on one side, to 
wh ich the Indians have attached a curious story. The north-eastern part 
of Tsoo skatli has a depth of from 10 to 16 fathoms. The depth of the 
north-western part, about the centre between the large island and the 
mainland, was ascertained in one place to be 23 fathoms. That of the 
south-western arm is probably considerably greater. 

Many streams flow into these upper expansions of Masset Inlet, of oid routeajto 
which several well deserve to be called rivers. The largest is probably Cap«^if.'*° 
that which is known as Ya-kouHy and enters the south-eastern corner of 
the northern expansion of the inlet, in the bottom of a shoal bay. 
About the mouth of the river ai-e large sandy flats, dry at low tide. It 
was formerly navigable for small canoes a long way up, and is reported 
to head in a large lake which, probably, like the expansions of Masset 
Inlet, lies along the junction of the hilly and low countries. This is 
the stream mentioned on a former page as forming a portion of the 
disused route from Masset to Skidegate. According to one account, 
the distance to be traversed on foot, after proceeding up the river as 
far as possible, is about half a day's journey. A tmil fi'om near the 
mouth of this river also fonnerly led eastward to the old Indian village 
neai* Cape Ball ; but owing to heavy windfall caused by fire, both this 
and the navigation of the river have been given up. On the west side 
of the bay at the mouth of this river ai»e a few small houses, which are 
inhabited during the salmon fishing season. 

The Ma-min i2/rer joins the Tsoo-skatli expansion at its east end, and Eatering riven 
has a wide delta-flat about its mouth. It is navigable by small canoes 
for several miles, but is much obsti'ucted by logs. It probably rises in 
a lake among the mountains to the south-west. The A-wun Bivery 
joining the first expansion of the inlet from the south, some miles 
west of the entrance to Tsoo-skatli, was not particularly examined, 
and may not be large. It is said to rise in a lake. The Ain River, 
entering the same expansion from the north-west, is an important 
stream. There are several Indian houses which are occupied in summer 
about its mouth, and two about half a mile up its courae. It is said to 
flow out of a very large fresh- water lake of the same name, the river 
itself being short. The lake is filled with islands, and is a favoui'ite 
berrying place in the autumn. In winter it is frozen completely over. 

The rise and fall of the spring tides at the entrance of Mast^t Sound irreffaiariUes 
was estimated at about fourteen feet, but owing to the length of the ^ ** ^' 
narrow sound, the first expansion has a tide of from eight to ten feet 
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only, and the Bocond or Tsoo-skatU still less, about six feet. On 
August 13th it was high water at the entrance of Masset Sound at 
Ih. 15ni. P.M., while in the naiTow entrance to Tsoo-skatli, twenty- 
three and a half miles distant, the flood had just caused a reversal of 
the current at Oh. 20m. 

MMBettoVira- The coast between Masset and Virago Sounds is everywhere low, 
and difPei*s from that east of Masse^ in being rocky or covered with 
boulders. No wide sandy bays occur. The points are generally of 
low rocks, dark in colour and of Tertiary age. The water is shoal ikr 
off shore, with wide fields of kelp. The trees along the shore are not 
of great size, and are interspersed with occasional open grassy spaces. 

Naden Harbour Virago Sound, constituting the enti*ance to Naden Harbour^ is situated 
in the bottom of a deep bay, in which, according to the Admii'alty 
sketch, the water averages about 4 fathoms in depth. The shoalest 
water lies a little outside the narrow sound, and is 3^ fathoms. In the 
sound the water is from 8 to 15 fathoms. The sound is lees than two 
miles in length, and leads into a spacious harbour about four miles in 
greatest length, and two in width, with an average depth of 8 to 10 
fathoms. Low land densely wooded with spruce (A. Memiesii) and 
hemlock (A. Mertensiana) of fine growth borders the whole harbour. 
Bock appears on the shore only near the l)Ottom of the harbour and at 
the Kuny Indian village, in the sound. The south-eastern shore of the 
harbour is low, with wide tide-flats, the north-western comparatively 
bold. On the sketch of the harbour which accompanies the report, 
the soundings in the bay and sound, with the outlines of the shoals, 
are adapted from the Admiralty sketch before referred to. Owing to 
the inaccuracies in form of the older plan, the channel may not be 
quite correctly laid down, and should be navigated with caution. 

Naden River. ^^® Naden River entei's the harbour at its south-east corner, and is 
probably the largest river on the Queen Charlotte Islands. It flows 
from a large lake, which according to the Indian accounts must be ten 
miles or more in diameter. A canoe can be poled up the river in 
about half a day to the lake, but the stream has lately become encum- 
bered with many fallen trees. We rowed nearly two miles up the 
river in a largo boat at high tide. Its general course is a few degrees 
west of south, and with the exception of a few swampy flats, its banks 
are dennely wooded. Several smaller streams enter the harbour ; one, 
in the south-west corner, is called Te-ka by the Indians, on the 
Admiralty sketch Stanley River. 

Sitcaforsaw- Before many years extensive saw-mills will doubtless be established 
on Naden Harlx)ur. It is well situated for the export of lumber. The 
quality of the spruce timber is excellent, and besides the immediate 
shores of the harbour, logs might probably be run down the Naden 
River from the lake above. 
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The Kung Indian village stands on the margin of a crosoentic sandy Indian riiiaffea^ 
beach on the west side of Virago Sound, facing southward. It is now 
being abandoned for the new Ya-tza village to the north-west. Opposite 
the Kung village is a good anchorage. 

From Naden Point, on the west side of the bay of Vimgo Sound, the 
general trend of the shore-line is west-north-westward for about seven- 
teen miles to Knox Cape, fonning the north-western extreme of 
Graham Island, The shore and country behind it ai'e generally low, 
though with some rocky cliifs of no great height. The points ai*e 
rocky, but wide gravelly or sandy bays intei-vene. Some iH)cks occur 
at a little distance off shore, but there is no appearance of a wide 
shoal belt like that found east of Masset. Klas-kwun Point is a remark- Kiu-kwan 
able promontory, rising in the centre to a hill about 200 feet in height, 
which, owing to the flat character of other parts of the shore, is visible 
for a long distance. In a i*ocky bay to the east of the point, and quite 
open to the north-eastward, is the new Ya-tza Indian village. Half- 
way from Klas-kwun Point to the east entrance to Parry Passage is 
the JaJrun River, This stream is of no gi^eat size, but its mouth, in Jai-un Rirer. 
the bottom of a little bay, forms an excellent canoe or boat harbour at 
high water, and appears to be a favourite camping place of ti*avelling 
Indians. Three miles further westward is a small promontory, on the 
cast side of which is another excellent boat harbour. To the west is a 
wide bay, which may be called Pillar Bay, from a very remarkable Pillar Bay. 
rock which stands in it. This is a columnar mass of sandstone and 
conglomerate, about twenty-five feet in diameter and ninety-five feet 
high. The summit is sloping and covered with some small bushes. 
It is separated by water from the main shore at high tide, but rises 
from a sandy and stony flat at low water. The Haida name of this 
remarkable object is Sla-tad-zo-woL 

Pany Passage, so named after the late Sir B. Parry, separates North Parry Panage. 
Island from Graham Island. The passage proper is about two miles in 
length, with an average width of thi'co-quarters of a mile, and opens 
westward into Cloak Bay of Dixon. Off the point on the south of the 
eastern entrance is a low rock, with a second reef covered at high 
water a little further out, rendering it necessary to enter with a south- 
westerly coui-se. Lucy Island, on the north shore of the passage, is 
separated from the south shore of North Island by a narrow channel, 
on the north shore of which is a small Indian village, which was in 
former yeare a place of importance, and is evidently that called Tar- 
tanne by Douglas. A reef runs oft* the east end of Lucy Island, and a 
wide shoal with kelp stretches eastward from the shore of the southern 
extremity of North Island. Between these the channel extends with 
8 to 11 fathoms of water. Abreast the Indian village the depth in the 
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ludian Tillages, channel is 6 fathoms. Two deserted Indian villagos (^Kuk-oh and 
Kioo-sta) lie on the south side of Parry Passage, near its west entrance. 
The water is hero shoal and muky for some distance off shore, and off 
the entrance point a sandstone reef runs northward half-way aei'OSA 
the passage. On the north side, west of Lucy Island, is a deep cove. 
with hi^h banks and clilfs surroundinf^ it. This is doubtless that 
referred to as Ilenslung in Imray's Pilot, and said to bo a good 
anchorage. Bruin Bay, abreast of Lucy Island on the south side of 
the channel, may also be used as an anchorage. It is, however, rather 
open to the north-east, and is not sheltei*ed fi-om the tide, which forms 
a race in Parry Passage. The floo<i runs eastward, leaving the east 
end of the passage with a north-easterly direction. The ebb runs in 
the opposite diiection, and sets round the jxwnt west of Henslung with 
great force. Cloak Bay forms the western entrance to Parry Pansage, 

CupcKnox. lying between the south-west shore of North Island and Cape Ruox. 
It is about two and a half miles wide, with a similar depth. Some 
rocks on which the sea breaks onl}^ in heav}' weather lie some distance 
off the North Island shore, and there are also a couple of remarkable 
pointed islands on this side. The east side of North Island affords no 
good anchorage. C-ape Knox is a long narrow tongue of land, on which 
are a fe^v low hills. It appears to be formed throughout of the same hard 
intrusive rock as Lucy Island, and may be considered as i^epresenting a 
gigantic dj-ke of this material running in an east and west direction. 
Its south side is bold, and off it lie several rocks, the farthest out at a dis- 
tance of about three and a half miles off the cape. On these the swell erf 
the Pacific never ceases to break >vith great fury. A I'ough tmil about 
a mile in length leads from the Kioo-sta Indian village aci-oss the neck 

Lcpas Bay. of land at the base of the promontorj' of Cape Knox to Lepas Bay on 
the o])en west coast. From the point to the south of the bay a con- 
siderable range of the coast to the south-westwaixi can be seen. It is 
rough, with cliffs and pinnacles of rock, and breakers extend far off the 
coast. 

^orthlsimd. North Island is entirely composed of low land, no point probably 
reaching a height of 300 feet. It is densely wooded. The land to the 
south of Parry Passage is similar in character. From Lucy Island, at 
the western extremity of North Island, hills of some height are seen 
coming out to the coast nearly abreast of Frederick Island, about 
tiftccn miles to the south-westwaitl. From this point of view Frederick 
Island is well open from the main shore, a fact showing the inaccuracy 
of the outline of the islands as represented on the Admiralty chai't 
(No. 2430.) 

Accoixling to the notes given in Imi-ay's Pilot, before referred to, the 
west coast, from Parry Passage to Frederick Island, appears to afford 
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no shelter, consisting of several open bays with outlying rocks. Hippa wept Cowt- 

Island is said to bo high and bold seawaixi, and the portion of the coast 

in its vicinity more broken than that to the north, and with deeper 

inlets and apparently fewer rocks lying off. A large high island is said 

to be situated on the north side of the entmnce to Skidegate Channel, 

while another island, much smaller and peaked, stands out clear of the 

land at about three or four miles further northward. Kuper or 

Kennedy Island has a channel on each side leading into Mitchell or 

Gold Harbour. The north or Inskip Channel is eight and a half miles Inskip Channel 

long by about half a mile wide. A little without its entrance are some 

small islands, but no difficulty is found in discovering the passage in. 

No bottom was obtained in the channel at 60 fathoms, but a cast was 

obtaMied at the entrance at 35 fathoms on a halibut bank. On the north 

side, about three and a half miles up the channel is a deep opening, and 

where Inskip and Moore Channels meet are two additional openings to 

harbours, with some small islands lying near them. 

Moore Channel, on the south side of Kuper Island, was surveyed by Moore Channel 
II. M.S. Thetis in 1852, at the time that large numbers of adventurers 
from California and elsewhere had collected in the vicinity in search of 
gold. The channel is five miles long, by half a mile wide, with bold 
high shores, covered with trees. No bottom was obtained at 70 fathoms 
in mid channel. On the north side, just without the entrance are some 
small rocky islands named the Moresby Islands, and on the south side 
a few rocks close inshore. Mitchell or Gold Harbour is about two and Gold Harboun 
a half miles deep by half a mile wide, and is suiTOunded by precipi-. 
tons and densely wooded hills 700 to 800 feet in height. At its head is 
Thetis Cove, with a sandy beach and stream of water. At one and 
three-quarter miles up is Sansum Island, with ruins of huts. The 
anchorage lies inside this, in Thetis Cove. Keeping Sansum Island on 
the port hand, the passage is a cable wide, with deep water. The cove 
is quite land-locked, but squalls, with rain, come over the hills with 
considerable violence. Haifa mile from the mouth of the harbour, on 
the starboai-d side going in, is Thorn Rock, with three feet at low water. 
It lies about a cable-length from the shore, and on the opposite side, not 
quite so far from the land, is a second rock. With a fair wind, and the 
ship kept in mid-channel, nothing is to be feared. One mile westward 
of Mitchell Harbour, and on the .*ame side of Moore Channel, is the 
entrance to Douglas Harbouj*, which appears to be very similar to 
Mitchell Harbour, and is separated from it only by the Josling 
Peninsula. 

The land being very high on both sides of the channels leading into 
these harbours, the wind is either right in or out : winds with any 
westing blowing in, those north easting, out. A sailing vessel leaving 
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^loore Channel with a tiouth-oastorly wind shoald keep well OTerto 
llcwlelt Bay, so as to pass clear of the Moresby Islands, as the wind is 
very unsteady till clear of the high land. 

Cape Henry, three miles south of the enti*ance to Moore's Channel 
ends in a steep slope, with a hillock at its extremity. Eighteen miles 

Tapoo Harboar. further south is the entrance to Tasoo Harbour. The intervening cotiK 
is high, and rises abruptly from the sea. The enti*ance to Tasoo Har 
lx)ur is said to be short and nar]X)w, the harbour itself large and deep. 
Anchorage is found near some small islands on the port hand going iii« 
From Ta8(X) Harbour to Houston Stuart Channel is very bold. Then 
ai*e several openings which are reported by the Indians to lead to good 
harbours. Louscoone, at the west entrance to Houston Stuart Channel^ 
is said to be a good harbour similar to Bose Harbour. 

The time and means at my disposal did not enable me to make a 
survey or geological examination of the west coast of the islands, which 
would require to Ik^ carried on during the early summer, which appein 
to be the least boisterous i)ortion of the year. It is a very dangerous 
lee shore for sailing craft, and would, I believe, be most easily dealt 
with in one of the canoes of the country, manned by a good Indian 
crow. 

Tidal currents. Strong tidal currents prevail in the watera surrounding the Queen 
Chiu'lotto Islands. The tide from the southwaid and that which has 
passed round tlie north end of the island meet between Bose Point and 
Cape Ball. The flood runs north wai-d along the southern part of the 
east coast, and eastward in Dixon's Entrance. 

Orejitabiind- The well-known J)oughis fir does not occur in the Queen Charlotte 

timber. Ishuuls, finding its northern limit on the outer coast at the noi*th end 

of Vancouver Island. The forest is chiefly composed of Menxies 
spruce (Abies Maiziesii), the western cedar (Thuja gigantea) and the 
western hemlock (Abies Jfcrtfmiana). The yellow cedar or cypress 
(Ciipressus Ntitkatensis) also occurs, though seldom in large groves, 
and generally scattered over the more barren and rocky portions of 
the hill slopes. Of the trees above mentioned, Menzies spruce, the 
cedar and the cypress are the most valuable for lumber, and though 
the first-named is not considerc<l equal to the Douglas fir for most 
purposes, it must ere long become valuable, and can bo obtained of 
excellent quality and in almost inexhaustible quantity in these islands. 
Skidegate Inlet would bo convenient in many respects as a site for saw- 
mills, but Naden Harbour or Msisset are better situated for the purpose, 
afl'onling easy access to a lar^e area of wooded country. 

Humid climate '^^^^ great growth of the trees and the comparative immunity of the 
woodland from forest fires depend principally on the damp character 
of the climate of the islands, which is also evidenced in many other 
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ways. The heaviest rainfall is, however, local, taking place on the Heavy local 

western mountainons axis, where the westerly winds surcharged with ™*° ^ ' 

moisture first meet an impediment in their flow, and are thrown up 

into the cooler regions of the atmosphere. It may often be noted that 

while heavy rain is falling on the mountains the sky is comparatively 

clear over the strait to the eastward. From this circumstance the 

triangular area of low land forming the north-eastern part of Graham 

Island is not subject to an extremely heavy rainfall, and would appear 

to be well suited to agriculture but for the dense forest covering, which 

at the present time it will not pay to remove. The Hudson Bay Com-Qra«>n» land?. 

pany have a post at Masset, where, for some years, cattle have been 

kept, or rather have kept themselves, grazing on the open sand-hills in 

the vicinity of the coast, and requiring no attention summer or winter. 

Between Masset and Skidegate a considerable number of animals might 

live in this way, and it has been proposed to winter mules and horses 

from the mines of Cassiar in this country. In winter the rainfall in 

the islands is generally very heavy, with persistently overcast sky, and 

gales more frequent and violent than those experienced on the coast 

to the southward. No observations on the total annual precipitation 

exist. Snow occasionally falls in winter to a considerably depth, but Snow. 

docs not lie long, except in the mountains. In the winter of 1877-78 

no snow fell on the low lands. 

The general remarks on winds given for the coast to the southward storms and fogs 
in the Vancouver Island Pilot (page 4) apply almost equally well to 
those of the Queen Charlotte Islands, so far as the observations made 
in theii* vicinity show. It would appear from the direction of the wind 
and behaviour of the barometer that most of the storm centres pass 
eastward to the north of the islands, and it is probable that the sea to 
the northward is more tempestuous than in their vicinity. Fogs do 
not seem to occur with such great frequency as in the southeni part of 
the Strait of Georgia. 

The temperature of the surface of the sea was frequently observed Average temp- 
whore local circumstances did not appear to interfere with it. The sea. 
temperature at the bottom could not be determined owing to the non- 
arrival of the thermometer oixlered for that purpose. Between Victoria 
and Milbank Sound, by the inner channels, the temperatures taken 
every evening from May 28th to June 9th give an average of 54°. 1 
Fahrenheit. From June 10th to August 28th, forty-two obsei'vations 
on different days, all in the vicinity of the Queen Charlotte Islands, 
give a mean temperature of 53°. 8. This may be taken as representing 
pretty accurately the average temperature of the surface water during 
the three summer months — June, July and August. Seven observations 
in the channels between Port Simpson and Milbank Sound, between 
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Fishioff baDki<. 



Ilalilmt. 



Doff-fii<h. 



Salmon. 



J 1 erring. 



Flut-fish. 



Cod. 



Miickercl. 



August 29th an<l September 12th, give a mean of 54®.5. Fifteen oUscr- 
vations between the hist montioneil date and October 17ih, taken aboat 
the north end of A^ancouvor Island, and bv the inner channeld to Vic- 
toriii, give a mean of 50°. 7 degrees. Mud brought up in the di'cdge 
from one hundred fathoms, in Dixon Entrance, had a temperature of 47°. 
The natives of the (^ueen Charlotte Islands, as described elsewhere, 
live almost entirely on fish, more especially on the halibut. To the 
north of a line drawn fi-om the entrance of Skincuttle Inlot north-easi- 
ward across Hecate Strait, the depth of the water never cxcectls 100 
fathoms, and is generally very much less. A similar shallow ai*oa, with 
a probable width of ten or twelve miles, borders Graham Island to the 
north, and it is also probablj' comparatively shoal for some distxinec off 
the wcbt coast of the northern part of the same island. These banks, 
swept by strong tidal currents, with the shoie line of the inlets and 
tioi*ds, constitute the feeding grounds of the halibut and other fishes, 
and by their exceptional extonsi(m account for the great abundance of 
fish to be found in the vicinitv of the islands. The halibut is doubtle« 
the most important, and though it has not yet been found marketable 
either salted or canned, if means were adopted whereby it might be 
carried in a fresh state to the southern markets, an extensive fisheiy 
might be maintained. The dog-fish (Acanthus Sakelyi), found in great 
abundance, is taken for the manufacture of oil, and a small establish- 
ment was at work in this business at Skidegate at the time of 
my visit, besides the less systematic operations of the Indians. 
Salmon of two or more species run up most of the streams in large 
numbei's, especially in the autumn. They are taken by the natives in 
wiei'S and by spearing, but as none of the rivers are lai*ge, the oppo^ 
tunities for establishing canneries are not so good as in other pai*ts of 
the Province. Herring are very abundant in some places, especially 
in the vicinity of Skidegate, at certain seasons. A species of pollock 
or coal-fish is caught in large numbers on certain parts of the west 
and north coasts of the islands. It is prized by the Indians as a soimre 
of edible oil wiiich some tribes use instead of that of the oolachen from 
the Nasse River. The last-named fish does not occur in the vicinity of 
the islands. Flounders and plaice abound in some localities. A true 
cod, probably of the same species as that for which vessels sail from 
San Francisco to the Okhotsk Sea, is fountl, but is not sought after by 
the Indians, though it may occur abundantly on certain banks at some 
seasons. The same remark applies to the mackerel, of which a species 
is found. Smaller fish, such as the various species of rock-cod and the 
shell-fish, which form an important item in the native dietaiy, it is 
unnecessary to particularize. With the exception of minerals of 
economic value, more fully treated of in a subsequent part of this 
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\^oald appear that the fisheries and forests of the Queen Economic im- 
[slands will constitute their chief claim to attention, till such ^'^'*"^®' 
I demand for arable land leads to the utilization of that portion 
ace which is fit for farming. 

Geological Observations. 

il Remarks on the Bocks of the Queen Charlotte Islands, 

mtainous axis of the Queen Charlotte Inlands from Cape St. Composition of 

$ kid egate Channel, and probably still further northward as axis. 

pa Island, is composed of a mass of much disturbed, and in 

3S highly altered rocks, which have at first sight an appear- 

eat antiquity, but are found on closer inspection to owe this 

e to the inclusion of great masses of easily altered contem- 

volcanic materials, and to the fact that they have been 
to an extreme of flexure and disturbance which very frc- 
kes the character of actual fracture and displacement, as has 
i-ved elsewhere on the Pacific coast. To work out the 

of these older rocks, which may be looked on as the nucleus 
ands, would bo a work of time and would involve much 
)our. 

•ceding report on British Columbia it has been found neces- Pa>oxoic RDd 
ilude for the present the Palaeozoic /ind Triassic rocks under 
leading.* They lie together unconformably beneath well 
zed Cretaceous beds, but are so much involved that no 
las been made to separate them except locally. In the 
)art of the Interior of British Columbia both Carboniferous 
lie fossils have been found among these older I'ocks, but no Triassic fossil?, 
greater antiquity. J^n the Queen Charlotte Islands, now 
»n, fossils have been discovered in the rocks unconformably 
g the Cretaceous in a number of places. These sei*ve to 
ze a certain zone of argillites and limestones, which is fre- 
epeated in sections along different parts of the coast, as 
)ly Triassic ; and show it to represent the so-called Alpine 
ch is so largely developed in California and Nevada. No 
tinctively Carboniferous or Palroozoic have yet been dis- 
ut from the intimate association of Carboniferous and Triassic possible occur- 
he southern interior of the Province, and more particularly bUSiftrous ^^ 
occurrence of a great mass of rocks largely volcanic in origin"^ 
ed to be Carboniferous in age, in the southern paii; of Van- 
wrhich forms part of the same axis of elevation with the 

Progress, 1877-78. 
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Qucon Cliarlotte Islands, — it is highly pi*obable that rocks of this ag& 
may come to the surface in some places. Mr. Whiteaves, who has 
examined the fossils, does not find any clearly Triassic forms among 
those fix)m £ose Harbour, the old copper mine in Skincuttle Inlet, aiid 
the south end of South Island in Skidegate Inlet. The limestones of 
these localities may therefore possibly be of Carboniferous age, and if 
so a large portion of the associated rocks of volcanic origin must be 
attributed to the same period. As it is at present impossible to unravel 
the structural complexity of the sub-Cretaceous rocks of the islandB, 
it has been thought best to colour them together on the map as Triassic, 
in correspondence with their characteristic fossils. 
Triassic fossils Though no report is here made on observations in the northom part 
ver Island. of Vancouver Island, it may be mentioned, that Triassic forms identicfti 
with those from one of the localities on Houston Stewart Channel, 
have been obtained on Forward Inlet and Browning Creek, Quatsino 
Sound. 
Contemporan- Any unconformity which may have existed between different bed« 
mauen ^^^^ ^f this sub-Crctaccous mass of rocks, may now be masked by their 
complete folding and the great disturbance and fi*acture to which they 
have been subjected. The occurrence of great masses of contomporan- 
eous volcanic material during both the Triassic and Carboniferous 
periods, in British Columbia, has been demonstrated in former reporti); 
and in the event of the lower and possibly Carboniferous rocks proving 
to be really Triassic, their general character would accoixi closely enough 
with that of those known elsewhere. 
Rocks of Logan The rocks characteristically represented on Logan Inlet, and extend- 
v?cinity. ing northward and southward from it in a narrow trough, are evidently 

newer than the greater part of the series of the islands, and their 
lithological resemblance to those contained in the Cretaceous coal- 
bearing series of Skidegate is so groat that it is not impi'obable that 
they may be of the same age. As no beds holding Cretaceous fossils 
have been found in association with these rocks, it has been thought 
best to include them for purposes of description with those mentioned 
above. The area which they occuj)y is, however, distinguished on 
the map from that of the older rocks, in so far as my observations 
enable me to define it, 
Disturbanco . After tho deposition of the rocks coloured as Triassic, and before the 
newer series with which the coal is associated began to be formed, » 
period of some disturbance must have intervened, to which a great 
part of the granitoid intrusive rocks of the region are possibly ^efe^ 
able. Portions of these older rocks were raised above the sea level at 
this time, and the deposition of the Cretaceous coal-bearing rocks wa» 
inaugurated. This did not proceed uninterruptedly, however, for we 
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have evidence of the occurrence of a period of groat volcanic activity, Cretaceous 
which led to the intercalation of several thousand feet of almost unmixed ^^^' 
volcanic products. Following this, without any marked unconformity 
was a tranquil period, during which a great thickness of shales and 
shaly sandstones was deposited, and in connection with the earliest 
beds of which the Skidcgate coal was formed. The overlying con- 
glomerates probably evidence a period of depression, after which, and 
closing as far as we know the record of the Cretaceous period in this 
region, an upper series of shales and sandstones was produced in a 
shallow and quiet sea. The great period of disturbance and mountain ^^^ribAooS**^ 
formation for the region now supervened, and the only record we have 
of the time elapsing between the Ci*etaceous and later Tertiary is in 
'the flexure, crumpling and fractui-e of the beds. 

It would seem that dui*ing the portion of the Tertiary period repre- Conditions dur- 
sented by the rocks of the north-eastern portion of Graham Island, the period. "^ 
general relative level of sea and land has not been far different from 
that now obtaining. Wide areas, probably including much swampy 
land, were covered with a dense vegetation which in favourable cir- 
cumstances gave rise to lignite deposits. There may have been several 
minor alterations of level, of one of which we have evidence at Skon-un 
Point, in the stratum with marine shells which overlies the lignites. 
The records of the period are closed by the great volcanic flows which 
were probably supplied by a number of different centres of eniption 
the approximate positions of some of which are shown by the coarse 
agglomerate beds. 

Notes on the Map. 

The older rocks of the islands, coloured as Triassic, are placed in this Map* 
division on the evidence and with the reservations above detailed. 
Those coloured as Cretaceous constitute the coal-boarJng series of 
Skidegate, and have sometimes been referred to the Jurassic period, 
though Mr. Whiteaves, on more detailed examination of the fauna, is 
inclined to place them in the Cretaceous. The Tertiary rocks are 
chiefly volcanic, and ai'e supposed to stretch below the low north- 
eastern part of Graham Island, beneath the drift covering. The 
fossils discovered are not sufficient clearly to prove their Miocene 
age, but they are classed provisionally as Miocene, as they represent 
with little doubt, rocks which have been attributed to this period on 
other parts of the W^t Coast. It should also be remembered, in con- 
sulting the map, that while the divisions are drawn with sufficient 
accuracy on those parts of the coast which have been surveyed and 
examined, the continuation of the lines inland is based on the attitudes 
of the rocks and physical character of the countiy alone, and that 
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the colouring of the regions of the West Coast which have not been 
visited is hypothetical only. 

TABULAR VIEW OF FORMATIONS REPRESENTED IN THE QUEEN 

CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 



PoBt-Pliocene. 



{ 



Sands and gravels. 

Plastic and boulder clays, grayel beds, kc. 



Unconformity, with evidence of some flexure and distarbance of Tertlaiy beds. 



Volcanic rocks of the north part of Graham Island. 

Sandstones, with marine fossils and lignites of Sknn- 
Tertiary, probably Miocene. •{ nn Point. 

Shales, clays and lignites of Ma-min River and Cbin- 
oo-kun-dl Creek. 



Complete unconformity, with evidence of great disturbance. Chief period of 
mountain making. 



Cretaceous. 



A. Upper Hhales and sandstones. 

B. Coarse conglomerates. 

C. Lower shales and sandstones. 

D. Agglomerates. 

E. Lower sandstones. 



Unconformity, but without evidence of great disturbance. 



Triassic, but possibly 
passing below into -j 
Carboniferous. 



Agglomerates and ash rocks of Logan Inlet, kc- 
(These possibly represent SulKlivision D., supra.) 

Flaggy calcareous argil lites and thin limestones. 

Massive limestones. 



Massive dioritic and felspathic volcanic accumuliu 
tions, probably including minor limestone beds, occa'" 
[ sionally schistose. 
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Triassio. 
The rocks seen in the shores of Houston Stewart Channel are every- „ ^ ^ 

•^ Houston 

where very much disturbed, shattered by faults and traversed by Stewart Chan- 
innumerable dykes. This region lies in the line of the mountainous 
axis of the islands, and though no extensive granitic masses appear 
liere, the intensity of the force brought to bear on this region is well 
exemplified. About the middle of the south-west reach of the channel, 
in a bay on the south-east side, are extensive exposures of limestones 
and flaggy argil lites, with general westerly dips. The limestones are 
generally in thin beds, bluish-black on fresh fracture, and frequently 
foetid when struck. They are cherty, and contain blackish rounded 
masses or ixjot-like concretions of silica, and blend with the shales or 
flaggy ai'gillites, which appear to occupy a superior position. The 
argil lites are calcareous throughout, and generally each bed is a few 
inches thick, though in some cases finely shaly. Fossils were found 
in abundance in some of the shaly layers and in the limestones. Mr. 
J. F. Whiteaves enumei*atos the following species from this localit}'. 
They are evidently synchronous with the so-called Alpine Trias ofTnftsaic foaaU?, 
Nevada : — 

1. Amplexus (?), sp. nov. 

2. Nonoiis subcirculnriSy Gabh. 
rj. Hahhia Lommeli, Wiss. 

4. Sphopra Whitneyi (?), Meek. 

5. Arcestes Gabbii, Meek. 

G. and 7. Fi*agments of two species of Ammonitoid shells, one of 
which appears to be new. They probably belong to diflerent genera. 
8. Beltinnites^ sp, nov. 

Felspathic dykes, generally of pale greenish-grey colour, travei^se.. , 
the rocks in all directions, and stand out like ruined walls when the 
softer beds have been weathered away from them. These so compli- 
cate the section as to render accurate measurement impossible, but 
there is probably 500 feet or more in thickness of the limestones and 
54 rgil lites. 

At the point on the east side of the entrance to Kose Harbour, largo 
Tnasses of limestone, similar to the more compact layei*s of that above 
<lescribed, again appear. They are nearly vertical in attitude, with 
5\ strike of about N. 26° E., but are travei*sed by a great number of 
<lykes and intrusive masses of felspathic rock. A few fossils, among 
which are fragments of gasteropoda, apparently of the genera MurchU 
-Honufj Naticopsis and MacrocheiluSj were here again found. Chert is 
ubundant. Following the strike of the limestone in this place, and 
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closely associated with it, are igneous ixxiks, apparently contemporan- 
eous. The most abundant is dark blackish-green, spotted, and may be 
called a diabase, though it is difficult from its decomposed character to 
determine the several ingredients. In it ai*e masses, iiTcgular io form 
and perhaps concretionai'y, of paler folspathic material, which project 
on weathered sui*facos and assume a brown sub-metallic polish. 
Suppwed ar- It would be hazardous to attemi)t to delineate the couree of the beds 

nugement of *■ 

b«d«- in the Houston Stewart region on the information obtained. It may 

be, however, that the limestone just described represents the continua- 
tion of that on the opposite side of the channel, which may run with its 
associated argillites up the centre of Eose Harbour, and so through to 
South Cove in Carpenter Bay, where the argillites ai'e again found. 
In this case the limestone exposures near the mouth of the Sedmond 

FMsiii from Kivcr, at the head of Rose Harbour, would represent the same bed oa 
the opposite side of a narrow synclinal occupied by argillites. The 
fossils obtained in this place, however, differ from those of the first- 
mentioned locality in facies. Mr. Whiteavos recognizes in the lime- 
stone imperfect casts of lamellibranchiata and gasteropoda, which 
seem to belong to the following genera: — 

1. Pecteriy cr Aviculopecten, one species. 

2. Cardiomorpha (?), two species. One with radiating ribs, liko 
C. radiata, DeKouinck ; the other with smooth surface. 

3. Loxonevia (or Murchisonid), one species. 

4. MacrocheiluSj near Af, canaliculatuSy McCoy. 

5. EuojnphaluSj sp. noc. (?) 

These fossils resemble those from the point at the east side of the 
entrance to Rose Harbour, and can scarcely be newer than the Tnassic 
formation or older than the Carboniferous. 

Lr r eke. ^^^ rocks seen elsewhere in Rose Harbour are igneous, massive, autl 
may either be contemporaneous with the limestones and argillites or 
of subsequent origin. At the west entrance point occurs a grey 
felspathic amygdaloid, the cavities in which have been lined with a 
chloritic mineral and then filled with quartz, with in some cases ^ 
little copper pyrites. From this point to Fanny Point, at the seawanl 
0]>ening of the inlot, its north-west side appears to be entirely com - 
posed of greenish felsj)athic or dioritic rocks, probably bedded but 
much altered. 

From the eastern opening of Houston Stewart Channel the north- 
east side of Prevost Island is composed, where examined, for sevei 
miles, of greenish rocks, apparently for the most part dioritic an< 
probably bedded, with general north-westerly and south- east erly*^ 
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strikes. These are supposed to underlie the limestones above described. 
Small quartz veins with a little copper pyrites were observed at one 
place. At Forsyth Point, on the north side of Houston Stewart g^^^^P*'^ °^ 
Channel ai its east entrance, the rock is a massive granitoid diorite or J^'J^*'* ^'**'*" 
hornblendic granite, containing fragments of darker rocks like those 
elsewhei'C forming a part of the stratified series, and traversed by 
dark greenish dykes of poi*phyritic felspathic rock. At Point Langford 
contorted fragments of much hardened argillites rest in a grey-green 
felspathic and porphyritic matrix. From this point round the pro- 
montory to Islet Point, foi*ming the southeni entrance point of Car- 
penter Bay, the widest expanses are of blackish and greenish ai*gillites, 
much altered, disturbed and traversed by dykes, but nevertheless in a 
few places holding impressions of a many-whorled, strongly-ribbed 
ammonitoid shell, perhaps a species of Clydonites. The ribs bear a single 
row of nodes or spines near the periphery. This is very diflferent to 
either of the Ammonitoid shells fi*om Houston Stewai*t Inlet. East of 
Islet Point these rocks seem to forma broad curve with general north- 
easterly dips at moderate angles, the highest rock seen being a massive 
grey-green poi'phyritic material like a much altered agglomerate. 

The rocks in Carpenter Bay are so much disturbed that there is Rocks of Car- 
little chance of getting any general idea of their arrangement. They p®"^®'^^' 
are, however, doubtless of the same age with those of Houston Stewart. 
Argillites are largely represented, but are everywhere cut up and 
interfered with by dykes, so much so that in some places fragment** only 
of the sedimentary rocks remain, contorted or steeply tilted. Other 
areas are characterized by greenish-grey felspathic diorites, of fine 
grain and often epidotic. It is difficult to say whether these are altered 
volcanic beds or intrusive masses. At Iron Point, on the north side 
of the entrance to the bay, are considerable exposures of hard greyish 
felspathic sandstones, which occasionally become conglomeritic and 
hold blackish shaly fragments. The dips are undulating, and the 
formation at this place on the whole nearly flat. Pyrites in small 
concretionary masses is found in the sandstones, and causes them to 
assume on weathering a rusty appearance. They are also very hard 
and somewhat peculiar in appearance, leading at first to the belief 
that they might be in part of volcanic origin. This, however, is not 
the case. Under the microscope they are found to consist chiefly of 
quartz, particles of dark argillites, and a pale fine-grained laminated 
rock which may be a quartzito. 

In Skincuttle Inlet limestones are well represented, and would afford skincuttie 
a means of tracing out in detail the structure of the rocks, were suffi- ^ * * 
cient time devoted to this purpose. On the east side of the entrance 
to Harriet Harbour, flaggy limestones, with some much altered argillites, 
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Limestone are found dipping north-westward at an angle of 50®. This appear?, 
" '' however, to bo an abnormal attitude due to local disturbance, for what 

is apparently the same zone of limestone runs south-westward to the 
inner end of Harriet Island, and bending sharply round this, again 
appears on the point at the west side of the harbour, and is here well 
shown, dipping south-westward at an angle of 45®. The limestone is 
grey and cryptocrystalliue, and holds cherty concretions together with 
siliceous veins which stand out on weathered surfaces. The thickness 

Ctticareoug ueh ^^ ^^® ^^ ^^ considerable, but is not completely shown. It is underlain 

rock. \yy a peculiar material, which appears to be a felspathic ash i-ock 

containing a large proportion of calcareous matter. It is grey in colour, 
speckled by the mixture of light and dark fragments, and shot through 
with iron pyrites in small concretions and veins. The Bolkus Islands, 
lying opposite the mouth of HaiTiet Harbour, in the centre of the 
inlet, are for the most part composed of similaj* limestone to that just 
described. In the bay on the east side of the largest or western island, 
this is found to overlie a grey I'^jck which evidently represents that 
described as occupying a similar position in relation to the limestone 
at Harriet Harboui\ It here, however, simulates an amygdaloid in 
appearance, but is probably similar in origin to the last. The calcai^eous 
matter with iron pyrites has formed rounded concretionary masses. 
This in turn rests upon a massive green amygdaloid of basic character. 
The thickness of the overlying limestone as shown on this island is at 
least 1500 feet. It includes some layer's of flaggy limestone, and of a 
dark grey rock of fine grain which may be called an impure limestone, 

ranSemcat of ^"^^ ^^ probably been a highly calcareous mud. There can be little 

rock?. doubt but that the limestones of the Bolkus Islands represent those of 

Harriet Harbour and vicinity, being the north side of an anticlinal 
fold, the axis of which runs westwaixl up the main channel. It is 
further probable that the same bund, leaving the cast end of the Bolkus 
Islands, runs across to the west end of the Copper Islands, and that 
the bend thus made corresponds with that shown on the southern side 
of the supposed anticlinal, in Harriet Harbour. The limestone now 
described is also probably the same with that found in Houston 
Stewart Inlet. 

Copper idiands. The Cop2)er Islands are largely comjjosed of grey sub-cystalline 
limestones, closely associated, and in some cases interbedded, with 
greenish dioritic rocks, which arc often compact, but occasionally 
evident altered amygdaloids. The general strike is nearly east and 
west, with prevailing northerly dips at angles of about 30°. In the 

Copper ore. dioritic rocks, copper ore, in the form of small irregular strings and 
concretionary masses of copper pyrites, occurs in many places. These 
weather conspicuously green, and prove the cupnfcrous character of 
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this part of the formation, though no deposits of workable dimensions 
were observed. Well-defined veins of quartz aud ealcite travei-se the 
islands in several places with general north-westerly and south-easterly 
bearings, but were not found to contain any copper. 

The action of the weather on the limestone exposed between low- water Pecaiiar, 
mark and the edge of the woods causes them to assume a rough, pitted u^stone? " 
surface, on which hollows are separated by steep, shai^p-edged ridges and 
brittle points, sustained generally by some siliceous or other impurity in 
the stone. Where a hollow is formed which will contain sea or rain-water, 
it may be noticed that its sides are eaten into along a line correspond- 
ing with the height at which the water overflows, a circumstance, no 
doubt depending on the absoi*ption by the surface of the water, thua 
for a time stagnant, of carbonic acid from the atmosphere. The pecu- 
liarly rough chai*acter of these limestone surfaces is, no doubt, due in 
part to the constitution of the rock, but also to the great rain-fall and 
pereistent cloudiness of the region. 

Limestones characterize the shores of the point on the north side Obscure fowiis. 
of the inlet, opposite the inner end of the Copper Islands, dipping west- 
ward on its eastern shore, and in association with argillites north wai*d 
on its southern. These are somewhat different in appearance from 
those above described, and it is not known whether they represent a 
broken portion of the westward continuation of the Copper Islands belt 
or a second limestone zone of a different horizon. 

The fossils obtained here are described by Mr. Whiteaves as. — 

1. Casts of a large Murcht'sonia or Loxonema^ the whorls of which are 
rather longer than wide. 

2. Casts of a discoidal spiral shell, which are so badly preserved 
that it is impossible to tell whether they should be i*eferred to the 
Cephalopoda or Gasteropoda. 

On the north side of a small cove on the east side of the point, the copper mine, 
greatest amount of exploratory work in connection with the attempt 
at copper mining, refeiTed to on a former page (p. VI B.), has been 
carried on. One small shaft, probably of inconsiderable depth, is on a 
hard, irregular vein of qurrtz, which appeal's to hold a trace of copper 
only on one side. In a second locality a horizontal opening has first 
been made in the face of a low cliff, not far above high- water mark, 
and from this a shaft has been sunk. The shaft is. now inaccessible, 
and the whole of the material excavated has been carried away by the 
sea, so that no idea of its depth or the quality of ore obtained in its 
bottom can be formed. There is no true vein here, but magnetic iron 
ore, with a little copper pyrites, forms bunches of irregular form 
penetrating the countiy rock at the sides of a compact gi*eenish dyke, 
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which haei a goueral courso of N. 34° W. The dyko traverses the lime- 
utoiie of the region, which is here nearly flat, and also an associated and 
probably contemporaneous dioritic mass. It is pi*obably to intersect 
this dyke that the shaft has been sunk, but there is now no appearance 
on the sui*face which would justify extensive exploration. This is tbo 
opening named ' main shaft' on the sketch of the inlet by Poole. 
HoBton Inlet. Limestone appears at the points on both sides of Huston Inlet. It is 
also found on the sonth-west side of the inlet at several points, in asso- 
ciation with massive contemporaneous green volcanic rocks, of which 
one — at the point at the knee of the inlet — is a well characterizecl 
amygdaloid. It is not improbable that the anticlinal axis, already 
mentioned as running cast and west south of the Bolkus Islands, turDS 
abrupt!}' at the west end of the inlet to a southerly coui*se, running 
into Gooi'ge Bay, and thence west of, but nearly parallel to, Huston 
Inlet. Huston Inlet would then mark the run of one band of the 
limestone and of the flaggy, culeareous argillites already more than 

ceo^^utHeif*^"^*® ^'®^'^^**^ ^' -A.t Boulder Island, near the entrance to the inlet, 
several hundred feet in thickness of blackish argillites, with calcaitK)as 
concretions and sandstones, and thin limestones, oecur, and may repre- 
sent this baud, though it is perliaps more probable that they belong to 
a small outlier of the overlying Cretaceous coal-beanng series, which 
appeal's in the form of sandstone and conglomerate beds at low angles 
on the south-western point of the Bolkus Islands. 

Iron ore. At the cjist side of the entrance to Harriet Harbour Mr. Poole has 

marked ii deposit of magnetite on his sketch. This occurs on the beach 
in the form of an iiTegular miiss, which measures on the sui'face sixty- 
seven feet across. Jt is contained in a body of fine grained greenish 
trappean i-ock, which is intrusive in the limestones and associated 
beds. In some places large blocks of nearly pure magnetite may 
be obtained, while in others it is much mixed with quartz, and 
contains also a considerable proportion of iron pyrites in irregu- 
lar bunches and strings. This in decomposing gives the whole 
mass a reddish coloui*, and from its intimate association with 
the magnetite might to some extent injure the quality of the 
ore. On laying down the course of the dyke at Mr. Poole's * main 
shaft,' on the north side of Skincuttlc Inlet, it is found to very nearly 
strike that associated with this deposit, which also appeal's to have a 
north-west and south-east course. It is therefoi*e highly probable that 
both represent portions of the same intrusion. That the iron 01*6 runs 
southward beyond the locality where it was seen in place in Harriet 
Harbour is shown by the fact that loose masses of it are found on the 
south end of Harriet Island. These must have been carried thither from 
some place higher up the valley, in common with other bouldei*s, 
during the glacial perioil. 
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The ore is a remarbably pure coarsely crystalline magnetite. Speci- Analysis, 
mens of an average character examined by Mr. C. Hoffmann were found 
to contain 58*06 per cent, of metallic iron, while a fragment exception- 
ally rich yielded 69*88 per cent. 

The extremity of Granite Point is composed of a grey coarse-grained Granite Point, 
s^'cnitic rock, which is evidently intrusive, but the precise relations of 
which to the neighbouring beds is obscure. 

In Burnaby Stiiiit green rocks, often evident volcanic breccias, pre- Bumaby strait, 
ponderate, and are indeed almost exclusively represented. They ai*e 
generally massive, showing no distinct bedding, but everywhere jointed 
and fissured. These are supposed to belong to the great igneous series 
which underlies the massive limestones. Irregular veins of red- 
weathering dolerite are abundant in this vicinity. Both points of the 
eastern bay on the north shore of Burnaby Island are composed of 
similar massive greenish rocks, but on the east side of the next bay — 
called Section Cove on the map — limestones appear resting on them, 
and striking north-westward from the south-east point of Huxley 
Island and a small islet lying off it. 

The rocks in Section Cove were examined with some care and measured Section Cove, 
by pacing. Their arrangement is represented on the section. (Fig. 2). 
The line of junction of the green rocks with the limestone is confused 
by innumerable small faults and fractures. The lower part of the 
limestone is massive and cherty in places, but it soon becomes flaggy, 
and contains in some layers abundance of fossils, chiefly belonging to . . 
the two following Triassic species. — 

1. Manotis subcirculariSj Oabb. 

2. Halobia Lommeliy Wiss. 

Aft<3r about 350 feet of pretty pure limestone, the beds are concealed 
for some distance, and when again seen are largely made up of cal- nmStone*^^ 
cai'eous flaggy argillites, nearly black in coloui'. These with occasional 
beds of pure limestone form the whole upper part of the series, to a 
large felspathic mass on the east side of the bay which appears to be 
intrusive, and beyond which the beds are so much confused and broken 
that no estimate of their thickness could be formed. Further on, 
several additional intrusive felspathic masses occur. They are grey, 
porphyritic, resemble some of those of Houston Stewart Channel, and 
are probably of the same age. The thickness of the limestones and 
flaggy argillites of the lower part of the series which maintain a suffi- 
cient regulai'ity to admit of accurate measurement is about 1733 feet. 
They are generally in a nearly vertical attitude. 
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From the bay opposite Alder Island, the whole north shore of Bur- Dioritic rook?, 
naby Island appears to be formed of greyish dioritic rocks, which 
occasionally become granitoid, and are composed of two varieties of 
felspar and pale or dark green hornblende. These are doubtless intru- 
sive, and subsequent in date to the bedded materials. They resemble 
the granitoid i*ock of Granite Point, at the north side of Skincuttle 
Inlet, but this is more highly crystalline and somewhat paler in tint. 

From the northern entrance of Burnaby Strait, along the south-west 
side of Juan Perez Inlet, and on both sides of Darwin SoundJ the rocks 
continue in general appearance like those of Burnaby Strait, but are in 
the main more felspathic, and in places become schistose, and bear an 
older appearance. The zone above indicated is probably in fact that Outcrop of 
of the outcrop of the oldest part of the i-ock series recognised in the 
Queen Charlotte Islands, though it does not seem possible to separate 
it fi*om the rocks before described by any well-marked line. It 
remains, indeed, doubtful whether the rocks of this region appear in a 
long, irregular anticlinal or merely form the disturbed edge of a series 
with general north-easterly dips. The former, however, appeal's to be 
the more probable suppostion. In Werner Bay, the rocks seem to be 
chiefly felspathic, in some places thin-bedded, but are associated with 
greenish bedded diorites, much resembling those of the Victoria series 
of the south of Vancouver Island. On the west side of Hutton Inlet, 
near its entrance, rocks apparently of dioritic composition, but in some 
places evidently fragmental, and frequently schistose, are interbedded 
with limestones, which are occasionally converted into white marble. 
Crinoidal joints were observed on one weathered surface. Greenish Fossiia. 
and greyish-green rocks, chiefly felspathic in composition but passing, 
in some cases, into more or less perfectly characterized diorites, con- 
tinue along the shore to the vicinity of Bigsby Inlet. The southerners of Biwby 
en trance front of this inlet is composed of similar rocks, but the greater 
l)art of its south shore and the mountains rising beyond it are granitic. 
Where examined, the granite is coarse, and consists of white felspar, 
homblond and mica, with little quartz. It forms, without doubt, an 
extensive mass, and does not pass by gradual stages into the rocks 
before described. The north shore of Bigsby Inlet is composed of hai-d 
grey-green rocks, chiefly felspathic in composition, and in some places 
evident amygdaloids. Near the n<^ith entrance point of the inlet, 
weathered surfaces of these assume a very peculiar appearance, pre- 
senting botryoidal forms, which are involved among themselves in such 
a way as to preclude the possibility of their being fVagments. Thoy 
appear, indeed, to represent the surface of an old lava flow, which has 
now again been brought to view by the removal of the superincumbent 
strata. The appearance of these rocks is much like that of those of the 
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Shuttle isiund. entrance to Rose Harbour. The rocks of Shuttle Island are generally 
more or lessschiHtose, and in some places are very markedly so. They 
are greyish and greenish in colour, and felspathic or dioritic in compo- 
sition. In one place on the east side a pale grey talcoso shist ocean, 
and the schists are interbeddcd with limestone or coarse marble in thin 
layers at the southern extremity of the island. This horizon is almost 
certainly the same with that of the entrance to Hutton Inlet, above 
described. Similar felspathic and dioritic rocks, though not so dis- 
tinctly schistose, form the west side of Lyell Island, with the exception 
of False Bay, where flaggy, blackish argillites appear, and run south- 
eastward in a low country towaixl Sedgwick Bay. 

OrcsQeiit Inlet. The anticlinal of Darwin Sound probably runs up Crescent Inlet to 
the north, turning westwanl with its extremity. In Klun-kwoi Bay 
the rocks so far as seen are rather dioritic than felspathic, and in some 
places evident amygdaloids. Argillites appear on* both sides of Crescent 
Inlet. In one place on the south-west shore these were found to be 
fossil iferoiis, containing fragments of moulds of an ammonitoid shell 
of the same species as those from Houston Stewart Inlet, also a small 
Perten or Aviculopecten. 

Oongiomcrato A band of black calcareous ai'gillites with flaggy limestones, in all 
about 30 feet in thickness and dipping N. 80° W. < 50°, was here also 
observed to be intercalated between two masses of conglomerate made 
up of fragments of crystalline rocks, with limestone and pieces of 
argillite like the j-urrounding beds. The lower conglomerate is sharply 
bounded above by the base of the ai'gillites ; the upper rests on a broken 
and disturbed surface of the argillites, evidencing some unconformity 
by erosion. This little section is rather puzzling, but appears to repre- 
sent on the whole a eonglonieritie mass forming a portion of the great 
argillite baiui. White Point, at the east side of the entrance to 
Oescent Inlet, is compose<l of pule felspathic rocks, which are probably 
intrusive. 

Aroa of newer To the north-east of the belt of rocks just described, which character 

\ooanic roc **• j^^^j^ ^^j^^ south-wcst sido of Juan Perez Inlet and Darwin Sound, is an 
extensive area differing in general lithological character ft-om most of 
the rocks pi'cviously met witli, and probably re2)resenting a higher 
part of the series. This area, which seems to be a broad synclinali 
though comjilicated by many minor irregularities and folds, has » 
lengtli of about thirty-one miles in a north-west and south-east dire^ 
tion, with a probable average width of five to six miles. It embraces 
a great part, at least, of Hiunsay and adjacent islands, and of Lyell 
Island, composes Tan-oo Island and the narrow promontory separating 
Logan and Dana Inlets, and appears to characterize the greater part 
of the shores of Selwyn Inlet. The synclinal then seems to turn 
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westward, and was not further seen. The rocks are best displayed on 

the north side of Logan Inlet. Near the base of Red Top Mountain, 

on the north side of Crescent Inlet, flaggy argillites appear, much 

bi-oken and traversed by dykes, but with general low north-easterly 

dips. They run south-eastward, through low ground, behind the 

felspathic rocks of White Point, and come out on the shore of Logan 

Inlet near its west end. These argillites probably represent those 

frequently before mentioned. They are found on the opposite side of 

Crescent Inlet, apparently forming the other slope of an anticlinal, 

which is no doubt the continuation northward of that already mentioned 

in Darwin Sound. A few fossils (mentioned on p. 58 B.) were obtained Fowiiiferouj? 

from them here, and they were also found to be fossiliferous in the*^ '^ 

email island near the entrance to Echo Harbour, where Monotis subcir- 

cularis was recognised. The width of the north shore of Logan Inlet 

occupied by the argillite band is a mile and a half or more, but the 

shore is rather low, and the section is not continuous. The argillites 

are then overlain in apparent conformity by flaggy grey sandstones, 

chiefly felspathic in composition. These are followed in turn by coarse Foispathic 

conglomerates with well rounded fragments, which appear to be chiefly 

or entirely of crystalline rocks, unlike those of this part of the series. 

If no faults not recognized affbct the strata, the conglomerate must 

have a thickness of several hundred feet at least. To the conglomerates Conglomerates. 

follow the great overlying series of agglomerate and ash rocks, the 

distribution of which has been outlined above. These occupy the 

shore of Logan Inlet for about five miles eastward, but are cut off" near 

the outer point by a mass of coarse grey granitoid diorite with epidote. 

The agglomerates are occasionally coarse, but usually fine-grained, and Ajwiomerateii 

graduate into ash rocks, which again pass into a compact material 

which may be called a felsite, and may in some cases represent former 

flows of molten matter. The rocks are not highly crystalline, but 

generally dull and fine-grained on fracture, and pale in colour. The 

prevalent tints are gi*eys and light grey-greens, and these characterize 

equally the fragments and matrix of the agglomerates, between which 

there is frequently very little lithological diversity. The beds are 

everywhere considerably disturbed, but the north side of Logan Inlet 

would probably be the best locality in which to make a measured 

section of the sti*ata. The total thickness of the volcanic series over- Thicknessi. 

lying the argillites and conglomerates can scarcely, however, be less 

than 5000 or 6000 feet. 

The greater part of the I'ocks of Eamsay, Murchison, Faraday and 
the Tar Islands are supposed to belong to this overlying volcanic 
series. Well bedded and fine-grained pale felspathic sandstones, prob- 
ably representing those immediately overlying the argillites at the 
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west cinl of Logan Inlet, are found on the western ends of the three 
bfimb^ tirst-mentioned islands. On the shore of Miirchison Island these are 

intimately associated with haixlened blackish argillites, the section 
being, however, hopelessly confused by the presence of a number of 
tinograinod pale felspathic and i)<)rphyritic dykes. The mans of the 
argil lites probably runs down the north-east side of Juan Pei'ez Inlet, 
but beneath the water. About the middle of the north-west side of 
Eamsay Island, rocks differing somewhat from those generally foond 
in the series aj)pear. They form the entire noi'th-eastem part of the 
island, the eastern part of Murchison Island, and probably the whole 
of the Tar Islands. These rocks are somewhat more basic, and though 
tilted in some places at high angles, of less altei*ed appearance than 
Coarse awrio- those of Logan Irdet. They include a great thickness of i-ough agglo- 
merate which has evidently been formed in the immediate vicinity of 
volcanic vents, as some of the included masses are over four feet in 
diametor. These frequently project on surfaces exposed along the 
shores by reason of the comparatively soft character of the matrix. 
The matrix and its included fragments are apparently similar in 
character. A microscopic section of one of the latter proved it to be 
a dolerite which with a dark finely granular ground-mass is rendered 
porphyritic by felspar and pyroxene crystals, which are frequently 
more or less perfectly stellar aggregations. The rock has not suffered 
much change, the minerals being clear and sharp. 

A bed apparently of porphyritic dolerite forming a small island off 
the east shore of Eamsay island is nearly vertical and has a rude 
columnar structure. The Tar Islands appear to mark the outcrop rf 
the most massive agglomerate bed. It is reported that on one of them 
bitumen oozes out in small quantities among pebbles on the beack 
Agglomerates of a similar character are found on the east aide of the 
entraTice to A-tli Inlet, on the north shore of Lyell Island. 

At the north entrance of the narrow passage inside Tal-un-kwan 
Island detached masses of agglomerate and conglomerate aro abundaofti 
and though the rocks were not seen in place, they probably repreaent 
the northern continuation of the conglomerate described as lying aft 
the base of the upper igneous series on Logan Inlet. The jiromontoiy 
south of Kock-tish Harbour is composed of much hardened and wdl 
bedded felspathic rocks, occasionally agglomerates, nearly vertical, and 
with a general east and west strike. Similar rocks appear to charac- 
terize both shores of Selwyn Inlet up to the long western arm, whew 
the trough formed by these newer volcanic rocks runs inland to the 
westward. The northern shore of this arm is comi)Osed, however, of 
argillites, with some conglomerate, the latter probably representing 
the horizon already several times referred to, and indicating that thi« 
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mc, though probably most closely connected with the flaggy argillites, 
persistent near the base of the overlying volcanic series, and that if 
lore be any unconformity between the two it must be slight. 
To the east of this area of volcanic rocks newer than those of the Kun-ga island, 
►uthern extremity of the islands, Kun-ga Island yet remains to be 
)ticed. The inner or west end of the island is composed of hai-d 
reonish dioritic rocks like those elsewhere found below the massive 
mestone. The small island named Ti-tul, which lies off the north 
lore of Kun-ga, is composed of limestone, which also forms the north Limestone, 
lint of Kun-ga, and runs across it in a south-south-easterly direction, 
o the east of the limestone, and apparently following it conformably, 
ith general eastwaixi dips at high angles, or nearly in a vertical posi- 
on, is a great series of flaggy blackish argillites, thin limestones and 
•gillaceous sandstones. A few fossils, similai* to those of the first- Fossils, 
entioncd locality in Houston Stewart Channel, and of Triassic age, 
ore obtained. If the upper volcanic series described in preceding 
iragmphs rests conformably above the argillites and associated rocks, 
must be supposed either that a fault separates thebc rocks from 
lose of the east end of Taii-oo Island, or that the limestones and 
•gillites are folded over an anticlinal axis running north-north-east 
id souih-south-west through the western part of Kun-ga Island, and 
lat their westward-dijiping portion is concealed below the water 
)tween the two islands. 

At the north entrance point of Selwyn Inlet, massive limestones are Limestones of 
rain found, and on the coast between this point and the bottom of 
cedans Bay, limestones and argillites are the most abundant rocks, 
le part of the series characterized by these materials being appar- 
ttly several times repeated by folds. Point Vertical is a remarkably 
)ld spur between two bays, composed of massive beds of limestone 
>arly on edge, and aggregating at least 400 feet in thickness. The 
noatone is grc}', with the stratification well marked by layers charged 
ith black cherty concretions, and by the solvent action of the water 
ong certain planes. Some layers have a curious concretionary struc- 
.re. They are traversed in all directions by little siliceous veins as 
lin as ])aper, the polygonal forms included between which have a 
iperindueed concentric structure. North of Point Vertical are two 
lands which maybe called Limestone Islands. On the inner of these Limestone and 
10 massive cherty limestone, with a dip of N. 16° E. < 40, is seen to neons igneons 
3 directly upon an igneous material, resembling that found in a simi- 
r position inSkincuttle, and consisting of a fragmental grey felspathic 
►ok holding pyritous and calcareous concretions. The adhesion of the 
3iostone to the igneous series is thus conclusively shown by its con- 
rmable superposition on igneous rocks of precisely the same character 
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Argiiiitei and ^^ widely separated localities. In exposures just outside the south point 
for^ie!' *^"' ^^ Skedans Bay, the conformable junction with the limestones of the 
blackish flaggy argillites is also shown, confirming the opinion of their 
relation formed from the inspection of other localities. The rocks are 
much broken by dioritic intrusions, but the limestones, becoming thin- 
bedded towards the top, are distinctly interleaved with the argillites. 
The south-east side of Skedans Bay is composed of limestone, of the 
usual character, with general north-easterly dips. At the bottom of 
the bay this is followed, in ascending oixler, by the argillites, and to 
the north these are seen overlapped by agglomerate beds, which are 
supposed tQ belong to the series (Subdivision D.) attached to the 
Cretaceous coal measures. The first jioint south of Point Vertical 
shows similar rocks to these last mentioned, which may there form 
a small outlyer, and are certainly newer looking than any others of 
the vicinity. 

Nearly in the line of strike of the limestone of the south side of 
Skedans Bay, westward, on the south side of the West Arm of Cumshewa 
Inlet, at a distance of sixteen miles, similar limestone is again founds 
while argillites occur on the south-east side of the South Arm, holding 
Monotis svbnircuhiris. The general line of strike thus indicated is con- 
firmed by the parallelism to it of that of the rocks of Selwyn Inlet, 
and it is further probable that the limestone and argillites found west 
of Log Point, on the south shore of Skidegate Inlet, belong also to the 
same line of oulcro]), which in this case can be traced in a general 
direction of N. 67° W for a total distance of thirty-three miles. The 
general strike of the older rocks sweeps round to this bearing from 
one of N. 35° West, which is the more usual in the southern portion of 
the islands. 

With the exception of the limestones and argillites above referred 
to, the rooks observed in the western part of Skidegate Channel are 
entirely igneous, dioritic or felspathie. The argillites hold Monotis 
subcircularis in groat abundance. The existence in Skidegate Inlet of 
several small pjojeetions of the older rocks among those of the Creta- 
ceous coal-bearing series, has already been referred to. Of these the 
most interesting is a mass of limestone forming the south-eastern 
])oint of South Island, which yielded a few fossils, on which Mr. 
Whiteaves furnishes the following note. — 

1. A 8m all oval, Terebratula-Viko shell. Sections of some of thew 
specimens have been made, but the interior of each was found to be 
full of crystalline calcite, and no information as to the stnictoral 
character could be obtained. It is not certain, therefore, to wh*^ 
family this shell should be referred. 

2. Eiiamphalus sp. itidt. 
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&c. To Mr. Richanlson'8 Boction it therefore becomes necessary to idtl 
two lower inembei'S, which may be designated : — 

D. Agglomerates. 

E. Lower iSandstoncs. 

General condi- Thc letters applied to the subdivisions are my own — A., B. andC. 
corresponding to 3, 2 and 1 of the original classification. 

The whole formation at this place bears the appearance of having 
/ l>cen laid down along the north-eastern flanks of a land formed chiefly 
of the Triassic rocks previously described. It has a moi'e or leas 
littoral character throughout, with iiTCgularity in thickness of the sub- 
divisions, and shows especially a very decided thinning out to the 
southward and westward, in which directions it is probable that lai^ 
areas of the older rocks may have remained uncovei*ed by those of the 
coal-bearing gi'oup, and as may be supposed, their surface even where 
it has been buried is a veiy rough and irregular one. This, com- 
bined with the occurrence of thc massive contemporaneons volcanic 
deposit (D.) and the general disturbance of the i*ocks, — which increases 
westwai-d till at the head of the inlet some of those of the coal-bearing 
series are thrown past the vertical, — has produced a stratigraphieal 
])roblom of more com])lexity than would at tirat sight appear. 

Subdivi ion A. A. f^pper Shales and San(istonei<.'-Tho highest i*ocks seen in Skide- 
gate Inlet are these so-called by Mr. Richardson, and in character 
izing them 1 cannot do better than quote his description, which isw 
follows. — * 

" Theso shales are bv no means so black as the lower band, tbeir 
(larke>t tint being a brownish or blackish grey, and most of them are 
somewhat arenaceous. They are interst ratified with sandstones, gene- 
rally from throe to six inches thick ; but a band of about thirty feet 
occupies a i)osition which is conjectured to be about seventy feet from 
the base. Aj>j)roaohing thc (underlying) conglomerates, some twenty 
or thirty foot are intci-stratified with IkhIs of reddish-weathering 
groyish-brown argillaceous dolomite, varying in thickness from two to 
six inches, hut constituting the chief part of the mass, and these seem 
to form a passage to the ooiiglonieratcs.'' 

Some beilN of thc shales are higlil}' calcareous, and there are zones 
charactci izcd by largo calcareous nodules like those of portions of the 
Lower Shales, from which, notwithstanding their general difference in 
colour, it would he hard to lind a distinctive I ithological characteristic. 
The rocks of this suklivision occupy a breadth of three miles of thc 
inlet, hetwoen the west end of Lina Island and Slate Chuck Creek. 



• Report of Progrc*?, 1872-3, p. W. 
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They are in the form of a shallow synclinal, with several minor undu- / 
lations, and have a thickness of not less than about 1500 feet, though 
the summit of the group was not recognized. They contain few fossils, 
the only form recognized being Inoceramus problematicus. Eeef Island 
is also formed of these shales, and they no doubt underlie a considerable 
area which is concealed by water between Nose Point, Triangle Island 
and the group of islands of which Bornt Island is the largest. 

B. Conglomerates. — ^The rocks of this subdivision are for the most partSubdivwionB. 
well rounded conglomerates, inter bedded with grey and yellowish sand- 
stones, which in some places are very I'egularly stratified. The pebbles, 
which in some layers are several inches in diameter, are generally de- 
rived from the older more or less distinctly crystalline rocks of the 
islands, but occasional rounded shaly fragments like some of the 
rocks of the next underlying subdivision are found, with other evidence 
of slight erosion in progress during the deposition of the conglomerates, 
but not such as to indicate any true unconformity. The dolomitic 
character of the upper layers of the conglomerate has already been 
referred to in connection with the overlying subdivision. The thick- 
ness of the conglomerate appears to be greater towaixi the southern 
pai-t of the area under description, where they spread out widely. At JJ^**^^* ^^^®^" 
the west end of Maude Island, and near Christie Bay, the thickness was 
estimated at over 3000 feet, while north of Lina Island it appears not 
to exceed 1900 feet. An average thickness of about 2000 feet may be 
assumed for this subdivision. 

On the north side of the inlet, about the mouth of Slate Chuck Creek, Continuation 

the conglomerates form a wide belt which apparently runs up inland "^ ^ 

towaixi Nipple Mountain. They are, however, much disturbed, and 

probably affected by undiscovered faults. North of Lina Island they 

leave the shore with a northerly course, and are supposed to bend round 

to the eastward, conformably to the strike of the underlying rocks, 

reaching, probably, to the main fault near Double Mountain, of the 

Admiralty chart An outlying patch on the west end of Lina Island 

<*on8i8ts, where seen along the shore, chiefly of sandstones, and appeal's 

to be the point of a synclinal cut-off to the north by the fault just 

referred to. The centre of the peninsula at Withered Point is another 

small outlier. Burnt, Wedge, Angle and Tree Islands, with the west Conglomerate 

end of Maude Island, form a connected series of conglomerate exposures, 

and show high south-westerly dips. The same zone, with lower dips, 

is supposed to cover the north-western half of South Island, and spreads 

over both sides of the entrance to the narrow channel which leads from 

South Bay to the west coast. From Nose Point to Christie Bay similar 

rocks continue to prevail, near the first-named place, with low dips off 

shore, but near Christie Bay becoming disturbed and eventualh' verti- 

5 
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cal. South of Anchor Cove, the conglomerates are characterifltically 
shown on the eastern half of South Point, where it is pi-obablo that they 
represent the western edge of a small synclinal holding the basal 
beds, but of which the remainder is concealed by the water. To the 
north of Anchor Cove, as traced by Mr. Bichardson, they appear to 
fringe the shore with slight interruptions till the first described area 
at Slate Chuck Creek is reached. In the western part of this we 
appear to have the continuation of the synclinal just alluded to. 
Tnangle Island is also composed of conglomerates, which fbld round 
the southern end of an anticlinal, showing a narrow margin of the 

Lower bedi. Lower Shales at the water's edge on the north side. The lowest bed 
of the conglomerates is hero again undulating, and holds shaly firag- 
ments. The massive character of the conglomerates causes the regiooB 
occupied by theii* outcrop to be characteristically rough and hiUy, 
while the islands composed of this subdivision are high and abrupt 

Fo88ii0. The only fossils found in rocks of this subdivision were some fragments 

of Belemmtes, which occurred near the first or eastern narrows on the 
channel to the west coast. 

Subdiviwon a C. Lower Shales and Sandstones, — This subdivision, at the base of 
which the anthracite coal is found, consists of blackish or grey shales, 
interbedded with grey or yellowish-gi^ey sandstones, and numerous 
layers composed of sandy ai*gillaceous material, intermediate in char- 

Compoeition. actcr between shale and sandstone. The bedding is generally regular, 
and certain zones are characterized by large calcareous nodules, 
generally lenticular, and occasionally several feet in diameter or even 
coalescing to form sheets of calcai^eous matter. Layei's so coarse as to 
be called conglomerates scarcely occur. The beds immediately under- 
lying the conglomerates of Subdivision B. are generally grey shales, 
very regular in their bedding, and quite hard. Below these is a con- 
siderable thickness of strata in which shaly beds usually preponderate, 
while towaixl the base of the subdivision sandstones are more important. 
The lowest beds are of interest as being those in association with which 
the coal is, and require to be described in greater detail, though the — 
structure of the actual locality in which the mine was opened will be — 
noticed subsequently. 

Irregular June- Subdivision C. rests on a series of volcanic rocks constituting Subdi- 
vision D., which apparently forms a member of the same formation. 

The upper surface of the agglomerate and ash i*ocks of D. must, how — 
ever, have been an irregular one, and to its undulations the lower bedi^ 
of C. more or less closely conform. The appeai'ance at the junction of* 
Subdivisions C. and D. is therefore that of UTiconformity more or les^ 
mai-ked. This is particularly evident in the Channel Islands, which. 
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though belonging to the volcanic portion of the series, appeal* to be 
separated from the larger mass of these rocks on Mande Island by an 
overlapping edge of C. This partial unconformity is, however, believed foj^^"**^^" 
to be essentially unimportant, and only such as might be anticipated 
at the junction of two classes of deposits so dissimilar. The apparent 
unconformity has probably been further accentuated by movements 
occundng between the already hard beds of D. and the as yet partially 
consolidated beds of C. during the flexure of the strata. The occurrence 
of fossils identical with those of subdivision G. in beds below the 
volicanic horizon, with the inclusion of marine forms in some parts of 
the upper portion of the rocks of volcanic origin (at points on the east 
side of Alliford Bay), serve to show the continuity of the conditions 
of deposit. 

The passage beds have been observed in a number of localities to be Paoace b«d8. 
coarse Alspathic or tufaceous sandstones, generally pale in colour, and 
formed apparently by the rearrangement of the still unconsolidated 
materials of the upper beds of D. These vary in thickness, but are 
generally associated with black carbonaceous argillites, which are some- 
times shaly, and at the Cowgitz Mine hold the seam of anthracite coal. 
These are those to which Mr. Eichardson refers as being quarried by 
the Indians at a spot some miles up Slate Chuck Creek, and though 
they there hold no distinct coal seam, films of anthracite are still found. 
Nine miles east of the mine this horizon is again recognised, and pretty 
well exposed on the east end of Maude Island, near Bobber Island. 
Coarse agglomerates are here overlain by beds which may be called as 
above, feispathic sandstone. Their material is evidently derived from Fetapathic 
the underlying agglomerate and ash bods, and composed in great part 
of felspar in partly rounded grains. It is generally pale greyish or 
greenish in color, and is here well bedded, and appears to decompose 
readily, exfoliating in concentric layei*s. The higher beds hold thin 
layers of conglomerates, with well-rounded pebbles, and occasional 
streaks of coaly matter representing plant fragments, but nothing 
like a true coal seam. Above these are beds still evidently in great 
pai*t of similai' material, but darker in tint, and holding fossils, of 
^hich a coral is the most remarkable. These are followed by soft 
argillaceous sandstones and shales, in the upper part of which are 
dark carbonaceous argillites, charged with great numbers of marine 
foBBils in good preservation. Above these are the sandstones of Bobber 
Island and the north-east part of Maude Island, in which small trunks 
and branches of trees are very frequently found converted into coal. 

One-third of a mile &om the head of Alliford Bay, at a small point ^^lyiayen. 
on the south shore, thin carbonaceous layers occur in sandstone very near 
the base of Subdivision C, and though quite unimportant in themselves. 
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in theii* relation to the surrounding rocks more nearly represent coal 
beds than anything elsewhere seen in this vicinity. 
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FiQ. 3. Passage Bsds bktwsiw Suboiyisioks C. and D., Bast Bids Aluvord Bat. 

Lowest bedfl of Oil the opposite side of the Alliford Bay synclinal, the lowest beds 
of C. skirt the point and islands lying off it to Flowery Island. On the 
latter the lowest bed of the felspathic sandstone is brownish-grey and 
sometimes quite hard, and rests with an appearance of slight uncon- 
formity on the bluish-grey trappean rock of D. This irregularity of 
junction is, however, no more than might be exj)ected to occur between 
beds very dissimilar in character, and the idea that it represents a 
break of importance or true unconformity appears to be negatived by 
other circumstances. The junction of Subdivisions C. and D., which 
varies thus a little in character from place to place, but the conditions of 
which remain on the whole uniform, is again well shown on the north 
side of the inlet at the point next west from Image Point. It is also 
seen at a locality four miles up the channel which leads from South 
Bay to the west coast, where the rocks of C. seem to form a little 
broken synclinal, with steep dips, and strike nearly parallel to the 

^rokcn an thra- direction of the passage. Grey felspathic sandstones are here inter- 
bedded with dark argillites, all much haixiened, and holding on the 
north side of the fold a little anthracite coal, the fragments of which 
are bounded by small faults by which the rocks are hei-e dissected . 
No estimate of the thickness or character of the seam at this place can 
be formed, and the coal is only interesting as showing that the rocks 
continue thus far at least to maintain their coal-bearing chai*acter. 
This locality was one of which Mr. Eichardson was informed, but had 
not time to visit. 

Fossiiiferous Subdivision C. is throughout characterized by the great abundance 

character ot c. ^^ fossils.* These occur in both the sandstones and shales, and fre- 
quently are specially abundant in the calcareous nodules, of which each 
one in some places contains an Ammonite or other form. The rocks form 
II synclinal in Alliford Bay, and fringe the north-eastern part of Maude 

* The fossils described by Mr. J. F. Whiteaves in Mesozoio Fosdls, Vol. I., Part 1., are almost 
exclusively from this horizon. Those collected by me during the summer of 1878 are not referred 
to in this report, but will be deaoribed in a sacoeeeding part of the volume to which reference ia 
here made. 
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Islaod, ci*ossiiig it with considerable width about the middle, and run- 
ning thence to the south-east end of South Island. They constitute the 
whole north shore of Bear-skin Bay and the gi'eater part of Lina Island. ^^Jdb^c" 
Westward, after a gap occupied by the upper beds, they reappear at 
Shallow Bay, and run thence northward, past the coal mine and up the 
valley of Slate Chuck Creek. They form the shore for a breadth of 
over a mile in the vicinity of Salt Spring Bay, and in a compressed and 
partly overturned synclinal occupy the entire width of the Long Arm, 
appearing in a zone of variable thickness on both shores. A short distance 
north-west of Steep Point, a promontary is composed of rather massive 
sandstones of this series, the thickness of which must be about 600 
feet. These appear again at Young Point, on the opposite side of Long 
Arm. 

On the south shore, east of Alliford Bay, the rocks descnbed on 
page 70 B. are also probably referable to subdivision C. 

The thickness of subdivision C, though variable, is great. On the Thickness. 
north side of Bear-skin Bay, south of the main fault, the section appeai*s 
to be undisturbed, and would indicate a thickness of about 5000 feet, 
the summit not being seen. On Lina and Maude Islands, the thickness 
was estimated at about 4200 feet. North of Shallow Bay, near the coal 
mine, the thickness of the entire subdivision is pi'obably not over 3200 
feet, unless undiscovered faults affect the section, while in Long Arm, 
the part included in the fold is not over 1800 feet thick. 

D. Agglomerates. — Subdivision D. forms the mass of Mount Seymour, Subdivision D. 
and the mountains on both sides of Long Arm, the greater part of the 
eastern end of Maude Island, Leading Island and islets adjacent, and 
in a horse-shoe-shaped synclinal surrounds Alliford Bay, and the low 
land at its head. On the noi'th shore it sti*etches north-eastwai*d from 
the point next west of Image Point for at least three miles, and forms 
Bare and Tree Jslands. Its great spread here is accounted for by the 
fkct that it is undulating at angles not very high. The thickness of Thickness. 
the rocks is estimated at about 3500 feet. They are almost exclusively 
of volcanic origin, though some layers show traces of water action in 
the rounding of fragments. Some beds may have been flows of molten 
matter, but most are of a fragmental character, either agglomerates 
or tufaceous sandstones, of gi-eenish, greyish, brown or purple tints. Lithoiogicai 
On the east end of Maude Island, and near Leading Island, some 
fragments are four or five feet in diameter. The material is almost 
everywhere predominantly felspathic, and some specimens resemble 
typical porphyrite of rather coarse grain. At the east side of the 
point north of Alliford Bay, hard dark tufaceous sandstones are found 
graduating into agglomerates, some of which, however, have their 
fVagments so well rounded as to be moie appropriately designated 
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Fossils. 



Beds East of 
Alliford Bay 



conglomorates. Many layers here become calcareous from the inclusion 
of organic remains, of which some are evidently shells, though too 
poorly preserved for recognition, except in the case of one or two 
specimens, which appear to be Ostrece. 

Subdiviilon B. E. Lower Sandstones. — Subdivision E. underlies the last. Near 
the centi'e of the south side of Maude Island a small area, which 
is supposed to represent the rocks of the Triassic, is found. 
Westward it appears to be limited by a fault, but eastward 
it is overlain by a small thickness of beds partly of a tufaceous 
character, but containing also ordinary sandstones, which in some 
places include calcareous layers with many fossils. These, while 
in some cases specifically identical with those of Subdivision C, include 
a few species not yet found in that part of the sectiob, and thus present 
a general facies somewhat different from it. On the east side of South 
Bay, similar rocks ai*e again found intervening between those of sup- 
posed Triassic age and subdivision D. 

East of Alliford Bay a break in the section occurs, in which the 
junction of D. and E. is concealed, but beyond it, and apparently dip- 
ping conformably below D, are greenish, ashy sandstones, interbedded 
with shales, and pretty closely resembling the rocks of the two last- 
mentioned places. Following the shore eastward, the section is not 
continuous, but the beds above described might be supposed to overlie 
a great^ series which is frequently well exposed on the beach for a 
distance of three and a half miles, beyond which the rocks are concealed 
by the superficial deposits of the flat land about Spit Point. East of 
the greenish ashy sandstones and shales first described, this series con- 
sists of dark shales, more or less arenaceous, and a great thickness of 
massive or thin-beddod sandstones, with occasional layers of well round- 
ed conglomerate and frequent zones characterized by*large calcareous 
nodules. Toward the base, fragments of coal, produced from drift wood, 
are frequently imbedded in the sandstones. With the exception of these 
conglomerate layers, the series so much resembles that of subdivision C, 
as represented on the north shore of Beai*-skin Bay, that it is probable 
it belongs to this subdivision. The fossils found, though not very 
numerous, also seem to resemble those of C. It is therefore supposed 
that a fault, with about the position marked on the map, ci*osses the 
mouth of the inlet oast of the Alliford Bay synclinal, and by an exten- 
sive downthi*ow to the east causes the repetition of the lower shales, 
which, between the line of the fault and eastern end of the section, 
must be represented in nearly their entire thickness. 

The thickness of the entire series of rocks belonging to the 
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Cretaceous coal measures of Skidegate Inlet, may thus be given as Thioknoss of 
about 13,000 feet, composed as follows :— SriS?*^"* 

A... 1500 

B 2000 

C 6000 

D 3600 

E 1000? 

13.000 

The fault alluded to in the preceding paragraphs as the main fault Main &qIU 
is one which was indicated by Mr. Eichardson as running from Anchor 
Cove across to Shallow Bay. It appears again westward on the south- 
west side of Steep Point, and probably runs on through the hollow 
which leads from Long Arm to North Arm. In the opposite direction 
it appears to run north of Triangle Island, to cut off the continuation 
of the conglomerates north of Burnt Island, to pass between Lina 
Island and the north shore of the inlet, and to strike that of Bear-skin 
Bay where a sudden change of attitude is found in the beds. At this Other fauitf. 
fault an extensive downthrow northwaixl has occuiTed. A second 
important fault is supposed to run north-westward across Maude 
Island, with a downthrow of the sti*ata to the south-west, which 
accounts for the sudden disappeai*ance of the beds of sub-divisions D. 
and B., and the underlying Triassic rocks. Where it cuts the north 
shore of Maude Island the beds are disturbed, and indications of its 
course are again found near Withered Point. A third fault must run 
across the south-eastern extremity of South Island, on which the strata 
have slipped down to the north-west, bringing the beds of Subdivision 
C. in contact with the older limestones, (see p. 62 B.) 

T?ie Cowgitz Coal Mine. — ^This mine is situated on that outcrop of Goal mine. 
Subdivision C. which has been described as running northward from 
Shallow Bay, and eventually turning north-westwai'd up the valley of 
the Slate Chuck. The principal openings have been made at a distance 
of about a mile in a north-north-easterly direction from Anchor Cove. 
The Queen Charlotte Coal Mining Company (limited) was fonned in 
Victoria in 1865 to open up the deposits of anthracite which had been 
discovered here, and in the attempted development of the property abuiidinSI 
large sum of money was expended between that date and the abandon- 
ment of the enterprise about 1872. The mine was connected with the 
coast by a substantial tramway, a wharf and the necessary buildings 
for the accommodation of the men erected, with sci*eens and all the 
appliances for a large output. It is very desirable to take into careful 
consideration all the circumstances which have operated in bringing 
^bout the unfortunate suspension of this enterprise, not only in the 
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interest of those who have invested money in it, but on account of the 
importance which would attach to the diBcovery of really workable 
deposits of anthracite coal on the Pacific eeaboard. 
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Fia. 4. Puln or Cowam Coal Mm add nciNtrr. Skidmitii, 

Shoaina tAe Onmimof Madt am tht Coal and tht Probatle Coiirte qf iltt Stam. 

<Ihg oru ibaded in brokan linu u thkt oaoapied b; Subdiriiion D. The btm wilbont fhidinr 

u that ore, ortrl^D bf B., raprtttentod br dottad ihadiot.) 

The PUo buad ohieflr on msuDremonb mado br He. KahudiaD in I^. 

1 Mr. Bicbardson at the time of his visit in 1872 enjoyed facilities for 
■ the examination of the immediato vicinity of the mine not existing at 
present, for during the years int«iTening a thick growth of buBhes 
aud weeds has covered ev^ything, and the- varioua tunnels and open- 
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ings have much deteriorated in condition. I shall therefoie briefly 
allude to the facts established in Mr. Bichardson's report, to which 
reference must be made for the details of his obsei*yations.* 

The position of the coal is best shown in the opening called Hooper Hooper Creek 
Ureek Tunnel m Mr. Kichardsons report, but spoken of as Kmgsnei. 
Opening and Nicholson's Tunnel in reports addi-essed to the Company. 
This is situated on the right or west bank of Hooper Creek, where it 
descends steeply from the base of Mount Seymour before reaching the 
less steeply inclined valley by which it flows to Shallow Bay. This 
tunnel has been driven, according to Mr. Eichaixlson, in a direction 
N. 69° W. for 190 feet through vertical beds of black shale, with clay 
ironstone. At this point it intersected the coal, and followed it in a 
bearing N. 53'' W., gradually turning to N. 29'' E. in a distance of about ^^f ^{Jj^*,^ 
450 feet. Where firat struck the coal showed from two to three feetofcoaL 
thick of good anthracite. It increased in a short distance to a total 
thickness of about six feet, in which there were two veins of pure coal 
averaging three feet, and one foot three inches in thickness respectively, 
but separated by a shaly midrib of about six inches. Towards the end 
of the tunnel the seam gradually naiTOwed, and where the work was 
stopped Mr. iUchardson could not convince himself that any coal was 
present, though it is stated in a repoi-t made to the Directors in 1869 bSJonifSork- 
that the seam where abandoned had again expanded to a width of one *'*«8- 
foot six inches. Mr. Deans also informs me that by removing the 
surface covering he has traced the seam, though in a broken and 
weathered state, some distance beyond the position of the end of the 
tunnel, so that there is no reason to believe that the coal absolutely 
terminates at this point. This outcrop called King's vein was dis- 
covered by Mr. King in 1867, and after it had been opened by the 
tunnel above descnbed, in 1869, about 800 tons of coal were extracted, 
and a portion of it shipped to Victoria. The anthracite rests either Coai shipped, 
directly on a tufaceous or felspathic sandstone like that formerly 
described as characterizing the summit of Subdivision D., or with the 
intermediation of a thin and irregulai* layer of compact black shale* It 
is overlain by similar black shales, which in some places hold abundance 
of Unio HubbardL and show occasional films of anthracite. The surface Position of the 

CO&I. 

on which the coal lies has been undulating, and the irregulai'ity of the 
deposit has been increased by subsequent small local disturbances, 
evidenced by slickensided surfaces. The beds are now either vertical 
or slightly overturned. In working in this tunnel the quantity of 
inflammable gas exuding from the shales was so great as to necessitate 
the use of safety-lamps. In other smaller openings, made lower down 
Hooper Creek on the same side, no coal appears to have been found, 

« itoport of FrogTMSi U72-73, p. 57. 
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though it is to be preeamod its horizon was reached. The larger 
tunnels driven westward from Bobinson Creek have not been carried 
far enough to strike the Hooper Creek seam. 
Oiveningi on On Bobinson Creek, joining Hooper Creek from the north-east, but 
running nearly parallel with it where opposite the Hooper Creek 
tunnel, a good deal of work has been done. In Hutchinson's tannd^ 
situated about eleven chains north-eastward fh)m the Hooper Greek 
tunnel, and 430 feet in length, no coal appears to have been obtained, 
with the exception of a three inch seam near its mouth. In three 
small tunnels made by Mr. Eobinson, at distances of three, nine and 
eleven chains above Hutchinson's, coal was found. In the first, accord- 
ing to a report prepared by Mr. Landale for the company, in 
November, 1869, the seam was three feet thick ; in the second and 
third, seven feet, but 'soft,' an expression which seems from the 
appearance of coal still to be seen on the dumps, to mean that though 
good anthracite it is completely crushed, probably by movement oT" 
the strata subsequent to its formation. About thirteen chains below 
Hutchinson's tunnel, also on the right bank of Eobinson Creek, ift- 
Wilkes' Tunnel, said to be 460 feet long. It appears to have 
driven sufficiently far to intonaect the coal subsequently to be 
tioned as occui*ring between Hooper and Bobinson Creeks, and at i 
end a black shale with Unio Hubbardiy like that seen in the 
Creek tunnel, was found by Mr. EichaMson. 
Shafts between On the hill between Hooper Creek tunnel and Hutchinson's, 
Robm8on° small shafts have been sunk. In one of these good coal occurs, related. I 

Creeks 

as shown in the following section by Mr. Eichardson, to the neighbour--^ 
ing beds. — 

FIST or. 

Coal^ good anthracite • 6 

Black argillaceous shale 4 6 

Coal, good anthracite, called << the three-feet seam" 2 5 

Black argillaceous shale, with nodules of clay ironstone 11 

Grey trap, or it may be altered sandstone 8 

26 5 

« 

The first-montioned bod is on the south-west side, the strata being 
vortical. In on© of the other shafts earthy impure coal was found ; 
in the third little or no anthracite was obtained. 
Supposed It has boon supi)08ed that there are in tho vicinity of the Cowgits 

three seanw. Mine two or throo distinct seams of anthracite, that on Hooper Creek 
being the lowest, while those opened on to tho eastward and northward 
aro higher in tho series. It appears to me probable, however, that 
with the possible exception of small irregular seams, there is hot a 
single coal-bearing horizon, and that that lies immediately above the 
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agglomerates and felspathic sandstones of Subdivision D. The coal in Probably but 
Hooper Creek tunnel is found turning east, and probably bends round ^"' "**"*' 
eventually to a south-easterly strike, running to the trial shafts above 
described, and then again doubling abruptly on itself, continues up the 
south-west side of Bobinson Creek. This structure may be, and pi-ob- 
ably is, complicated by small fkults, which destroy to some extent its 
regularity ; but by supposing its existence we account readily for the 
presence of the peculiar dark argillites with Urdo Hubhardi near the 
seam on both Hooper and Bobinson Creeks, the absence of the so-called 
three-feet seam in the Wilkes tunnel, the appearance of the trap-like 
rock on the north-east of the coal in the above quoted section (this rock 
seeming to represent that found on the south-east side of the coal on 
Hooper Creek), the similarity of appearance and structure in the coal 
seam in the section and that of Hooper Creek, and other points. In 
the diagram of the vicinity of the coal mine the probable course of 
the seam on this supposition is indicated, with the areas occupied by 
Subdivisions B., C. and D. 

From the descriptions above given, it will be evident that the coal Irregularity of 
eeam is in itself irregular in quality and thickness. This has arisen 
partly no doubt from the inequality of the surface on which it has 
l>een laid down, but there seems also to have been a considerable amount 
of movement between the top of the already hard volcanic rocks of D., 
and unconsolidated sediments of E., during the flexure of the strata; 
"which, while it may cause the seam to be very thin or altogether want^ 
ing in some places, may have rendered it extremely thick in others. 
Such irregularity, though to a smaller degree, has been met with in the 
now well known measures of Nanaimo, and if it can once be shown by 
more extended exploration that the average thickness of the seam is 
sufficiently great, this will be of comparatively little consequence. 

I had supposed, before visiting the mine, that the coal might prove Character and 
to be an inspissated bituminous deposit like the well known Albertite deposit of the 
of New Brunswick, but which had been more thoroughly metamor- 
phosed. This is not the case, however, and an origin similar to that of 
ordinaiy coals must be attributed to it, though it is probable that the 
carbonaceous material has, at the time of its deposition, assumed that 
pulpy state which has elsewhere resulted in the production of cannel or 
anthittcite coals. It will be observed, however, that with the exception 
of the beds immediately surrounding the coal seam, the fossils found 
are marine, and do not indicate the recurrence at different stratigraphi- 
cal horizons of the terrestrial conditions which, in the Carboniferous coal 
formation, has resulted in the accumulation of many supei*posed coal 
beds. Many fragments of wood converted to coal occur in the higher 
membera of the formation, but these have been drifted from the shore 
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Butonecoai- and imbedded with searshells. We cannot^ therefore, in the areas yet 
known* ^^'^^^ examined, look veiy hopefully for coal seams in any of the bods ove^ 
lying the horizon now under discussion. It appears, howcyer, that at 
the time represented by this horizon the conditions for the deposition 
of coal were somewhat wide spread. As already mentioned, the charac- 
teristic massive cai*bonaceous shales with lenticular seams of anthracite, 
occur in the same relation to Subdivision D. some miles up Slate Chuck 
Creek. Southward they are again found holding anthracite — bat^ so 
far as known, broken and impure only — near Salt Spring Bay ; while 
five and a half miles on a due south-bearing from Cowgitz is situated 
the locality previously described, on the channel which leads to the 
west coast. 
Direction The definition of the ti'ue relation of the coal to series C. and D., as 

proper for ft^r « ^ i 

ther expiora- above given, will prove an important aid m carrying on nulher explo- 
rations in this locality. The junction of these rocks is easily traced, 
though the precise horizon of the coal is often covered by low land, 
And it is in following this fi*om place to place, and examining it where 
necessary by shallow surface work, that the best means of proving the 
true value of the deposit will be found. Attention may be directed in 
particular to the thorough exploration of this line on all the litUe 
streams flowing into the Long Arm, and also, perhaps, to the east end 
of Maude Island. The locality about the Cowgitz Mine is exceptioiially 
disturbed, and this by the duplication of the outcrops has no doubt 
caused an appearance of a great quantity of coal, and supplied fragments 
in abundance to the gravels of the vanous brooks. It has added, how- 
ever, to the difficulty of tracing the seam, and greatly hindered its 
satisfactory exploitation by workings. The great degree of flexure and 
disturbance has also probably caused the more complete alteration of 
the coaly matter forming the seam, but the character of the beds on the 
Long Arm, while more regular, is such as to show that any coal, even 
if originally bituminous, would probably there also be converted to 
anthracite. 

Composition of In appearance, the coal resembles the anthracites of some portions 
e coa . ^^ ^y^^ Carboniferous coal-measures, and in composition compares favor- 

ably with them. The two following analyses, by Dr. B. J. Harrington 
are quoted from the Eeport of Progress 1872-73, p. 81. The first is of 
a specimen from the Hooper Creek tunnel, the second from the so- 
called three-feet seam. Both were collected by Mr. Eichardson. 

I II 

Water 1-60 1S9 

Volatile combustible matter 602 4*77 

Fixed Carbon 8309 85-76 

Sulphur 1-63 0-89 

Ash 8 76 6-69 

10000 If 00 
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On poviewing the appearance pi-esented by the seams, it would Bconomicvaiuo 
appear that too great dependence has been placed on their continuity ®^^ edepoeit, 
and uniformity, without the necessary amount of preliminary explor- 
ation to determine these points. The indications were not such as to 
justify a heavy expenditure in preparing for the shipment of coal, but 
quite sufficiently promising to render a very careful and systematic 
examination of the locality desirable. This yet remains to be accom- 
plished, not necessanly by expensive underground work, but preferably 
by the ti*acing and examination by cost^ening pits or otherwise of the 
whole length of the outcrop of the coal-bearing horizon. 

It is, however, evident that the knowledge of this region so ftir 
obtained affords no ground for the belief that it is equally important as 
a coal-bearing district with Nanaimo or Comox, on Vancouver Island, 
where the conditions suitable to the formation of coal have occurred 
not only over wide areas, but at sevei-al distinct horizons in the 
Cretaceous rocks. 

Cunishewa Inlet and Coast between Skidegate and Cuimheica. 

Between Skidegate and Cumshewa the coast being low, exposures AwiomerAtes 
are infrequent. The I'ocks seen are agglomerates and tufaceous sand- SndStJ'^*'* 
stones generally highly felspathic, and associated with some massive 
felspathic materials of uncertian origin. Those rocks on the whole 
resemble pretty closely those of Subdivision D. of the Skidegate section, 
to which they may belong. . Under the supposition that they rcpi-esent 
this pai-t of the series, and that if softer ordinary sedimentary beds 
underlie the coast line they have been worn away and concealed, the 
whole has been coloured — though still with some doubt — as belonging 
to the Cretaceous. 

The northeni entrance point of Cumshewa Inlet is composed of in- Dioritic granite 
trusive rock, cheifly diorite and dioritic granite, but the greater part 
of the shores of the inlet are formed of rocks of the Cretaceous series. 
The Skidegate section having been described in some detail, it will be 
unnecessary to refer to these in other than brief terms, though the sub- 
division adopted for Skidegate cannot here be strictly carried out. 

Between McKay's Cove and the Cumshewa Indian village, and on the Agglomerate?. 
little island near the village, the rocks are agglomerates and tufaceous 
sandstones of dark colour. They are haixi and traversed by dioritic 
dykes in a few places. On the island, though well bedded, the rocks 
from their fine grain might well be mistaken for diorites. A few 
hundred yards east of the Indian village, many small veins travei^se 
the agglomerate rocks, and contain iron pyrites and galena in about Lead. 
«qual proportion. One vein about eighteen inches wide was noticed, 
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bat found to ran oat rmpidlj in both direcdons. These volcanic rocks 
are supposed to represent those of SabdiTision D. of Skidegate. 

In following the north shore of the inlet, a gap of aboat a mile now 
occurs in the section, beyond which the rocks are frequently seen, aod 

^S^SSot <>ometime6 continnoosly exposed for lo^g stretches between tide marks. 

^^^'^ To the vicinity of Conglomerate Point they appear to represent the 

lower shales and sandstones, or Subdivision C. of the Skidigate section. 
Their general dip is southward, and they lie as a rule at an ai^gle of 
about twenty degrees, though in several placed they are nearly hon* 
zontal, or slightly undulating, over considerable areas^ and occasionally 
become quite vertical. Owing to the close general correspondence of 
the direction of the shore with their strike, and irregularities in the 
rocks themselves ; it was found impossible to arrive at a satisfactory 
estimate of the thickness of the entire series, though a measurement 
was carried out with this object. It may be stated, however, that this 
thickness is probably not less than 2000 feet, and may be much more. 
In their general character the rocks resemble pretty closely those of 
the same part of the series in Skidegate, but sandstones are here less 
important, and arenaceous shales more largely represented. Many layers 
are nodular, and in some cases highly fossiliferous, though each nodule 
does not invariably contain a fossil. In some beds the nodules become 
large pale lenticular masses of limestone, like those frequently found 
in Skidegate. 

SeetioDinthe A short distance east of the Penuisula jiale yellowish grits, 
which are supposed to be the base of Subdivision C, are seen. 
They form a small anticlinal, as shown in Figure 6, and to 
the south-west are overlain by dark ai'gillites, in some places 
concretionary and fossiliferous. These appear to be interleaved 
with one important, and perhaps one or more minor sheets of volcanic 
rock, which seems to be contemporaneous in origin. At the extremity of 
the Peninsula the argillitcs are seen in wide exposures between high and 
low-water marks, and appear to be folded in a i-ather sharp synclinal, 
though this may be a local disturbance not profoundly affecting the 
rocks. According to the view taken of it, the thickness of strata shown 
between the grits and highest argillites, is either 800 or 1200 feet. 

Pomriiiferooi A mile and a quarter west of the Peninsula, is situated the locality in 
which fossils were found most abundantly. Haifa mile further on, a 
green basic volcanic rock forms a low cliff along the shore. It is 
associated with sandstones, and has an appearance of being stratified, 
which is probably, however, in this instance fallacious, as the rock 
seems to be a diorite, and the strata near it are confused. 
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Conglomerate 
Point. 



Conglomerate 
«nd lower 
shales. 



The little promontory of which Conglomerate Point forms the south- 
ern extremity, is composed of massive conglomerates and coarse 
greenish-grey sandstones. The conglomerates hold fragments often 
several inches, and sometimes two feet in diameter of felspathic and 
dioritic rocks, with occasional pieces of grey sut-ciystalline limestone, 
and argillites and argillaceous limestone of dark colours. These are 
evidently derived from the underlying Triassic formation, which has 
been fully haixlened at the time of the formation of the conglomerate. 
Some pebbles of shaly argillite were found to contain fossils. 

The conglomerates join with the associated sandstones along undu- 
lating lines, and the whole deposit evidences littoral conditions and the 
action of currents. 

These conglomerates probably represent those of Subdivision B. at 
Skidegate. They form a synclinal, of which the axis runs about N. 40° 
W., but which appears to be cut off southward by a fault or faults, the 
downthrow of which has been to the north. On the north side of the 
conglomerates the lower shales go down with at least the volume above 
assigned to them as a minimum thickness of the subdivision, but south 
of the fault they reappear with a visible thickness of only 660 feet. 
This thickness is exposed in a distance of about a quarter of a mile, 
between the fault at Conglomerate Point and the outer side of the next 
Unconformable point to the south-wcst. The southem edge of .the lower shales is here 
triassic. ^*^^ found resting uncomfonnably on the flaggy argillites of the Triassic, 
and as this is one of the places in which the unconformity between the 
formations is most clearl}^ shown, a short description of it may be given. 
The underlying series is exposed for a breadth of 300 feet, and is found 
to bo composed of regularly bedded flaggy argillites, becoming cal- 
careous in some places. These have a general southward dip at an 
angle of about 40°, but are somewhat contorted on a small scale. On 
the north side, a concealed interval of 140 feet intervenes between 
these and the lowest visible rocks of the overlying group, which are 
then found with north-eastward dips at angles of 20° to 30°. They are 
sandstones, generally soft and rather shaly, and spread over a wide area 
on the beach, holding large and small calcareous nodules, which ai*e 
arranged parallel to the bedding, and in some cases contain abundance 
of marine shells, of which a Leda or YoMa is the most abundant The 
nodules also hold obscure fragments of plants and calcified stems and 
twigs of wood, while in the sandstones similar woody fragments have 
been converted into true coal. This is in some cases evidently in the 
form of branches or small trunks of trees, but is also found in rounded 
masses, which, it is supposed, may have been derived fi-om partly con- 
solidated peaty beds of nearly contemporaneous origin. 
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FiQ. 7. Skrch of Oysblap of Cretaceous Saedstoebs on Tbiabsig Abqilutbs. 
a. Cretaoeons sandstones. 6. Triassio ugillites. 




Fio. S. Dbtails op Juectiok of Crbtaoboub Saedstoebs aed Trtasbic Aroilutrs. 
a, CreUoeous sandstones. 6. Triassio argillites. 

On the south side of the underlying rocks, and resting upon them, Unconformable 

sandstones like those just described are seen at low tide. The beds of both {h-eta^os and 

formations hero dip in the same direction and nearly at the same angle, *"*^* 

and might be supposed to form parts of a conformable series, but on 

close examination it is found that the overlying sandstones iri'egularly 

overlap the argillites in several places, as shewn in the cut. It is only by 

Accident that they rest for a certain distance parallel to the bedding of 

the underlying argillites, in the same way that the sand of a modern 

sea-beach might lie upon and against the sloping broken surface of a bed 

of rock. It is found that the surface of the argillites is iiTCgular below 

'the sandstones, with pieces of the former detaching themselves to be- 

oorae pebbles. The sandstones also fill inegular channels and hollows 

in the argillites, the surfaces of which have been completely rounded 

«nd smoothed by the action of the waves before the deposition of the 

laandstones. The lower beds seem to have been in hardness and habit 

of weathering exactly as at present, and their surface is now being 

again exposed under the action of a later sea. (See Figs. 7 and 8.) 

The small area of underlying rocks here seen must have been at the Character of 

searlevel at the time of the deposition of the beds above described, and 

was doubtless covered by the succeeding beds of the Lower Shales, 

which have since been removed by denudation. The beds here found 

lying upon the older rocks are not, however, probably the lowest of 

the overlying formation. There has doubtless been a progressive 

overlap, and in the part of the series here shown we do not find the 

conditions which have accompanied the deposition of the coal* at 

Skidegate. If the coal- bearing character of the strata persists thus fai* 

southward it is in the lowest beds of the Lower Shales that the seams 

roust be looked for. From this place to the head of the West Arm of 

Cumshewa Inlet, rocks of the Cretaceous series continue to characterize 

6 
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the north shore wherever it was examiQed; the strike is not far from 
parallel with the coast line, being N. 80° W., with the dips generally 
Conglomerate, northward. Between the point above mentioned and Boat Cove a 
shallow synclinal may occur, which would account for the reappear- 
ance of conglomerates in the little islands off the mouth of the cove. 
The point of high land which sepai*ates the western and southern arms 
of the inlet may probably be an anticlinal. It is formed, as far aa 
examined, of older rocks. The apex of the point is composed of a 
hai-d but much shattered felspathic rock which may be intrusive, 
while on the south side of the North Arm grey limestones, inter- 
bedded with greenish altered amygdaloids of the character frequently 
found in the older or Triassic series of rocks, occur. 

Bed»:wiih Mo- On the south-east side of the South Arm flaggy argillites occur. They 
were observed to become conglomeritic in one place with fragments of 
the underlying limestone, which might be supposed to show that they 
belong to the coal-bearing series. They hold, however, the character- 
istic Triassic Manotis, Kear where the south shore of the inlet turns 
to an east and west coui*se the Cretaceous sandstones again appear wijbh 
general southerly dips. 

Agglomerates. Near the southern entrance point of the inlet, the rocks are greyish 
or greenish agglomerates, with interetratified tufaceous beds and sand- 
stones. The whole not unlike those of the vicinity of Cumshewa 
village. These rocks probably form the cliff which rises behind 
the Skedans village, while the little promontary near it is composed of 
older rocks, much altered locally. A mile and a half south-west of the 
village, near the bottom of the bay, the southern margin of the 
Cretaceous is found, though it^^ actual junction With the older rocks is 
concealed. The lowest bed seen is an agglomerate, comparatively soft, 
which holds some fragments of flaggy argillite and of the massive 
grey limestone associated with it. The superior position of this agglo- 
merate to those which are associated with the limestones, is shown by 
the fact that the limestone and argillite fragments appear to have 
been fully hardened when included, and moreover, in some places show 
evidence of water action in rounding them. 

Folds and There are thus in Cumshewa Inlet probably several folds of the 

Cretaceous rocks, the axes of the flexures lying nearly parallel to the 
main direction of the inlet. Beds exactly representing those with 
which the coal occurs at Skidegate were nowhere seen, nor was any 
indication of the existence of workable deposits of coal in the parts of 
the series exposed discovered. The existence of several faults, run- 
ing nearly parallel to the inlet is suspected, though the only one of 
these actually placed, is that of Conglomerate Point. 
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North-western Extremity of Graham Island., and North Island, 

On tho east side of the point east of Pillar Bay, on the north shore Junction of 
of Graham Island, the rocks, which are entirely, or for the most part, Tertiary, 
of the Tertiary igneoas series, are strangely disturbed. They dip at 
high angles in various directions, and some beds have been shattered 
in place. These appearances may indicate the existence of an important 
fault. West of the point beds of the Cretaceous coal-bearing series are 
found, and best exposed in the vicinity of the remarkable Pillar Rock. Pillar Rook. 
This tower-like rock rises abruptly from the beach between tide- marks 
to a height of about ninety feet. It stands near the eastern side of the 
bay, with no cliffs or other i-ocks comparable in height near it, though 
it is suiTOunded by reefs and rocks awash, and connected at low water 
with a little low tree-clad islet, and with the mainland by a spit of sand. 
It is composed of conglomerate, formed of well rounded but often very 
large pebbles, dipping S. 43° E. < 45°. The bedding is distinctly seen 
in the bare sides of the rock, and is also marked by the slope of its 
summit, which is truncated by a parallel plane. 

From the Pillar Rock the conglomerates and associated sandstones Conglomerates, 
are frequently seen along the shore to Parry Passage. The conglome- 
rates greatly preponderate, but are well bedded, and contain layers of 
thin-bedded sandstones, holding occasional large stones. They resemble 
pretty closely the conglomerates of Subdivision B. at Skidegate, differ- 
ing chiefly in the abundance of lai'ge well-rounded stones, which would 
appear to indicate a rough shore-line. The pebbles are in some cases 
of grey massive limestone, and of black shaly rocks like those of the 
Triassic, while dioritic and granitic fragments are abundant. 

On the east end of Lucy Island and the reef running off from it. Rock of North 
conglomerates, with some shaly beds, are seen. These strike across in ^ ' 
the direction of the Indian village on N^orth Island, and dip off a mass 
of grey crystalline micaceous trachyte-porphyry. On the east coast of 
North Island, conglomerates, underlain by thin-bedded sandstones and 
dark shaly beds, continue for three miles, when they are replaced by 
crystalline diorite, differing from the rock of Lucy Island, and probably 
intrusive and of greater age than the Cretaceous series. The south-west 
shore of Xorth Island, to about the centre of Cloak Bay, is composed 
of the Cretaceous rocks, bounded to the north-west by crystalline rocks 
like those just mentioned, of which Lucy Island is also composed. At 
the east end of Cloak Bay the conglomerates rise in cliffs and rugged 
pinnacled rocks, against which the sea breaks with great fury in south- 
westerly gales. The west side of Ilenslung Cove is of conglomerate, 
the east of shaly beils and sandstones, which appear to overlie the last. 
These are again followed in ascending order by nuissive conglomerates 
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and sandstones, which, with the exception of a considei*able thickness 
of shaly beds north of Lucy Island, continue to the south-east point. 
South tide of On the south side of Parry Passage, the Cretaceous rocks are found 
and LepM Bayl overlying a i*ock like that of Lucy Island. The bedded i-ocks dip of 
the igneous, but the character of the line of junction is such as to lead 
to the belief that the igneous rock is an intrusion of later date, and has 
thimst up the strata, acting on them somewhat about the junction. This 
is also borne out by the fact that no pebbles of the peculiar rock of 
Lucy Island were found among those of the conglomerates, while 
diorites like those of the north end of North Island are abundantly 
represented. In Biniin Bay, rather soft blackish and olive shaly beds 
occur nearly horizontal in the coves, while the points are of the in- 
trusive rock. Similar igneous rock is seen on the trail which leads 
across to Lepas Bay, south of Cape Knox, on the west coast, and appears 
also to form Cape Knox itself. On the south side of the bay, greyish^ 
blackish and olive coloured shaly beds like those of Bi*nin Bay 
occur, dipping nearly due south. They were found in one place to 
hold thin layera of limestone, which is composed almost entirely of 
broken shells of InoceramuSj is brown in colour, and gives a slightly 
foetid odour when struck. These, with some worm-tracks from the 
same place, were the only fossils found in this area of the Cretaceous. 

Just beyond the south point of the bay last mentioned, the shales are 
overlain by a massive grey rock which appcara to be in great thickness, 
rather tine grained and apparently a trachyte. Its junction with the 
shales is well shown, and seemingly quite conformable. It is probably 
a part of the series, and is travei-sed in several directions by jointage 
planes, and sometimes assumes pseudo-columnar forms, giving rise ta 
the pinnacles and jutting crags by which this part of the coast is 
characterized. 

The subdivisions used in describing the Cretaceous rocks of Skidegate 
Inlet do not seem to be applicable to those of the north-west exti"emity 
of the islands, though it is possible that we have here represented beds 
referable to Subdivision E. only. The character of the deposit is here 
pre-eminently littoral, as evidenced by the rough conglomerates. No 
coal was observed, and the only traces of plants were a few obscure 
fragments in the rocks of the east coast of North Island. 

Tertiary. 



Trachjrto. 



General 
character of 
rocks. 



Area of the 
Tertiary. 



Rocks of Tertiary age, so far as ascertained, occur on Graham Island 
only. They form the greater part of this island, extending from Skide- 
gate to Pillar Bay on the north coast, and underlying the low country 
which forms the north-eastern part of the island probably throughout^ 
though seldom seen where the drift covering is deep. At the heads of 
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Massot Inlet volcanic rocks of Tertiary age still prevail, and as the 
distance through to the west coast cannot be great and no high land 
intervenes, it is probable that a considei'able portion of the shore fix)m 
Hippa Island northward is also characterized by these rocks. Though 
this part of the coast was not examined, the supposition is further 
confirmed by the statement of Vancouver that the coast to the north 
of Hippa Island is less bold and broken than that southward, and by 
the fact that I was shown by the Indians a fi-agment of amber said to Amber, 
have been picked up Ofi that part of the coast. The comparatively 
shoal region to the north of the island doubtless depends on the sub- 
marine extension of the Tertiary, while a great part of the strait 
between Graham Island and the archipelago fringing the mainland 
also probably lies over Tertiary rocks. As elsewhere mentioned, lignite 
is washed ashore abundantly on the east coast of Graham Island. 

It is not improbable that strata of Tertiary age may underlie a part of Rocks atChin- 
the coast about Spit Point, to the south of Skidegate Inlet, or at least Brook, 
may occur at no great distance oft* shore ; as specimens of lignite are 
found there on the beach. On the north side of Skidegate Inlet, how- 
ever, rocks of this age are found in place about the mouth of Chin-oo- 
kun-dl brook, south of Lawn Hill. The}' are here hard thin-bedded 
arenaceous clays, grey in colour, and frequently with bedding planes 
covered with shining micaceous particles. Thei*e are also hard, coarse, 
sandy beds and clayey gravels, holding well rounded pebbles, associa- 
ted with argillaceous lignite, and including trunks and branches of trees Lignite, 
which are convei*ted into coal-black lignite, though still retaining much 
of their woody texture. The beds appear on the whole to be nearly 
or quite horizontal. 

Opposite Lawn Hill, on the coast, igneous rocks rof(5rable to theTufaoeoua 
Tertiary appear, and account for the existence of this slight elevation."** °™ ™ 
A fine-grained dull greyish-brown basaltic rock, with a thickness of 
fifty feet or more, is the highest. It appeal's to be regularly bedded, 
though this is probably owing to flow structure, and rests upon a great 
mass of pale-coloured tufaceous agglomerate. This is a soft light 
porous rock, still in much the same state as at the time of its formation. Drift lignite. 
It contains occasional small fragments of lignite, and is thus pretty 
certainly of later date than the ordinary sedimentary beds just described. 

From this point to Tow Hill on the north coast of Graham Island, 
between Bose Point and Masset, no deposits of greater age than those 
of the glacial period are seen along the shore. The country continues 
low, and on the beach many fragments of lignite may be picked up. 
These have evidently been torn from parts of the bottom which are 
subject to the occasional action of the sea during storms. Two varie- 
ties of lignite are represented, one compact and evidently produced from 



86 B 



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 



Tow HiU. 



Lignite. 



wood ; the other laminated and much softer. This is frequently 
perforated by the holes of boring molluscs. 

Forming the bank of the Hi-ellan River at its mouth at Tow Hill, is a 
dai'k greenish-brown granular rock probably doleritic which wcathei'S 
brown, and is laminated in such wise as to simulate regular bedding. 
Below high-water mark on the west side of the ix>int a similai' I'ock is 
found overlying a small exposure of pale grey sandy clay, very hard, 
and holding obscure root-like vegetable traces. These rocks pass 
beneath those of Tow Hill, which presents a cliff of over 200 feet in 
height to the sea, but slopes away more gradually inland. The cliff 
displays a mass of columnar prisms which run with scarcely a break 
from base to summit. This material is like that just described, but 
more compact, and less easily affected by the weather. 

At Ya-kan Point one and a half miles further west, the next rock 
exposures are found. The rocks are here sandstones, generally with a 
calcareous cement, and in some layers becoming iiTCguIarly honey- 
combed and weathering away fast along crack-lines. Pebbles are 
abundant in a few places, while other beds contain so much argillaceous 
matter that they might almost be called shales. Many branches and 
irregular masses of wood converted to lignite are included. Some of 
the bedding planes are covered with obscure vegetable fragments, 
among which an impression of a dicotyledinous leaf was recognized. 
The beds undulate at low angles but have perhaps a geneml dip inshore. 
Pieces of lignite are here abundant on the beach, together with agates 
such as are elsewhere found in the Tertiary volcanic rocks. 

Nine miles further westwai*d, the intervening hay showing no 
exposures, Skon-un Point is composed of Tertiary sandstones, which 
differ from any rocks of this age seen elsewhere in the islands by hold- 
ing marine shells. The sandstones are here again calcareous, grey in 
colour, and are composed of quartz, felspar and hornblende grains, such 
as might be derived from the waste of dioritic or granitic rocks. In 
sfxme layers these are crowded with shells, roughly heaped together as 
B^^jg of lignite, though thrown upon a sea-beach, but little worn. Underlying the 
shelly sandstones is lignite, in thick beds, but not so well exposed as 
to admit of measurement. Though in some places quite black and 
compact, the general character of the lignite is not such as to wanmnt 
a belief in its value as a fuel so long as good wood can be obtained in 
abundance. 

The matrix being rough, many of the shells collected here are more 
or less exfoliated, and consequently present some difficulty in their 
determination. Mr. J. F, Whiteaves has examined the collection and 
furnishes a list of species, with remarks, as follows. — 
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Gasteropoda, 

Mangeliaf ip. unit. One worn specimen. Tertiary fowib. 

NcMOj tp. Unlike any of the living species on the N. W. coast. 

Lunaiiaf tp. Test exfoliated. 

TrocMta, or Oalertu. Test exfoliated. 

Crypta aduneaj Shy. One specimen ; undistingaishahle from the 
liylDg species. Mr. Gahh (Pal. Cal. toI. 2, p. 82,) says that 
this shell occurs in the Pliocene and Post Pliocene of Cali- 
fornia. 

Lamellihranchiata, 

Solen, tp. One fragment of a large species. 

Siliqua — Possihly the young of S. paiula, Dixon. Two examples. 

SiandeUa — Very like 8. planulata^ Con., and S. falcata Old., hut 
smaller than either. Several specimens. 

Macoma natutay Conrad. Two or three specimens. According to 
Gahh. (Pal. Cal. vol. 2, p. 93) this recent species occurs also 
in the Upper Miocene, Pliocene and Post Pliocene of Cali- 
fornia. 

Mercenaria — Mr. W. H. Dall thinks this shell is closely related 
to his M. KennicoUij frY)m Alaska. 

CMonej tp. undt. Two specimens. 

Tapet ttamineet, Conrad. The most ahundant shell in the collec- 
tion. It is ahundant, in a living state, on the N. W. coast, 
and Mr. Gahh says that in California it is found in the Post 
Pliocene, Pliocene and Miocene. 

SttxidomtUy species undistinguishahle The outer layer of all the 
specimens, which are not numerous, is entirely exfoliated. 

Cardiumy one exfoliated valve. Appears to resemhle C. Islandieum. 

Cardium. Several valves of a species, which may he referable to 
C. blandum, Gld. 

Area nucrodarUoy Conrad. Ad extinct species, found so &r only in 
the Miocene and Pliocene of California. Two specimens. 

Jxtfuea. Possihly a form of A. patula, Conrad, hut barely distin- 
guishable from the smooth form (var. tubobtoleta Carpenter) of 
the living A. tepUrUrionalitt Middendorf, of the N. W. coast. 
Four single valves. 

Throughout the whole extent of the great Masset Inlet, the rocks Volcanic rocks 
exposed appear to be those of the Tertiary, and, with the exception of 
those seen on the Ma-min Eiver, all of volcanic origin. It will be un- 
necessary to do more than explain their general character. The whole 
western portion of the first expansion of the inlet shows a preponder- 
ance of dark-brownish or greenish-brown rocks of fine grain, which 
may be named collectively basalts, though no perfect columnar struc- 
ture was observed. These are associated with some amygdaloidal 
layers. Near the entrance to the upper expansion of the inlet, and 
also at one place on the north shore, a few miles west of the Ain Eiver, 
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Agglomerates, thoy are associated with rough agglomerates, which, in one instance, 
were noticed to hold fragments up to four feet in diameter. In some 
places agates are quite abundant, but these were nowhere observed to 
be of fine colours, being in general either milky-white or pale grey. 
With the exception of the agglomerates, which ai'e sometimes consider- 
ably disturbed, the rocks of the western portion of the first expansion 
of the Inlet lie at very moderate angles, and are often nearly horizontal 
or undulating with low dips. 

A mile south of the Ain Eiver, a rather remai*kable pale greyish- 
purple trachytic i-ock, with partly decomposed felspar crystals 
porphyritically imbedded, occurs in well marked beds. In several 
places in the upper expansion similar rocks more acidic in composition 
than those first described are found, but varying*in colour and texture 
from place to place. Near the head of this part of the inlet, and in a 
small island south-west of Tas-kai-guns Island, a peculiar laminated 
felspathic rock was noted, which may occur in many other localities, 
as it is quite abundant among the pebbles in the drift deposits of the 
eastern shores of the Inlet. 

The rock is generally grey in colour, and its lamination is evidently 
the result of movement while in a viscous state. Under the micros- 
cope, the slructui'e is resolved into a series of closely alternating light 
and dark felspathic bands. In some places very small segregations of 
quartz have been formed subsequent to the cooling of the mass. 

A second small islet north-east of Tas-kai-guns is composed in gi*eat 
part of a species of obsidian. The rock is roughly bedded and dips two 
ways, as though forming a small anticlinal. The greater part of the 
obsidian is dark grey or black, with a glassy lustre, but very tender, 
being traversed by innumerable fine cracks, which cause it to fall into 
prismatic fragments under a light blow. Some small beds are reddish 
in general colour, a granular material of that tint being intercalated 
with resinous-looking dark conchoidal-fracturing obsidian in little layers 
or lenticular masses. The obsidian is finely laminated, and under the 
microscope is found to be very rich throughout in small microlites. 

The Ma-min River flows into the eastern side of the upper expansion 
of Masset Inlet, coming from the south-east. Coal was reported to 
occur on this stream, and supposed possibly to indicate the extension 
of the Skidegate measures. After some little difficulty, an Indian who 
knew the locality was found, and my assist^mt, Mr, E. Dawson, visited 
it with him. The tide runs up the river about half a mile; above this 
there are occasional little rapids, but the country is all flat and low. 
About one mile and a half below the coal exposure, which is about six 
miles from the mouth of the river. Tertiary basaltic rocks begin to 
appeal* in the stream. The so-called coal proves, however, to be merely 



Obsidian. 



Lignite on Ma 
min River. 



QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 89 B 

liguito, which forms thin seams in a fine-grained argillaceous shale. 
This appeal's to be, in part at least, of a tufaceous chai*actor, and also 
holds occasional obscure plant impressions, among which a coniferous 
twig was recognized. The deposit of lignite is valueless in this remote 
place, but interesting in extending the area over which deposits of this 
kind, of Tertiary age are known. 

On the west side of the outer part of the entrance to Masset Inlet Masset to 
the rocks are fine-grained and neai'ly black, apparently basalts, but 
with small glassy-white or yellowish felspar crystals scattered through 
them. They have in some places a peculiar prismatic structure, and 
may be nearly horizontal. A heavy sea prevented landing at other 
points between this and Virago Sound, but the rocks, which continue 
in almost uninterrupted low exposures along the shore, appear to be 
of the same character. 

The country surrounding Virago Sound and Xaden Harbour is low, RocksofVirago 
and though rock in place is seldom seen, it is doubtless underlain by thei^adenHarboor 
Tertiary. In the bed of a stream on the east side of the harbour rolled 
pieces of lignite abound, and have probably come from some outcrop 
not far up its course. The point at the extremity of the harbour, and 
one place on its western shore, show rock exposures, the material being 
dark greenish-brown dolerite, not unlike that found near Tow Hill. 
Near the old Indian Village a close-grained grey felspathic porphyrite 
is seen. From Virago Sound westwaixi along the coast to the edge of 
the Cretaceous in Pillar Bay, igneous rocks of Tertiary age appear to 
continue uninterruptedly. They are basaltic and dark coloured, or grey 
and felspathic, and resemble those of the upper parts of Masset Inletj 
but become brecciated over considerable art as, forming agglomerates 
which generally assume a ruddy hue on weathering, and are occasionally 
worn into fantastic forms by the sea along the shore. 

Glaciation and Superficial Deposits of the Queen Charlotte 

Islands, with Notes on those of the Coast of the 

Mainland Adjacent and Vancouver Island. 

Glaciation and Superficial Deposits of the Queen Chxirlotte Islands, 

We find everywhere in the Queen Charlotte Islands evidence of the GiaciaUon 
descent of glacier, ice from the axial range of mountains toward the 
sea, and little or none of the passage across the group of any more 
ponderous ice mass. Without attempting to enter into the detail of 
observations, which would be to outline again the physical features of 
the region, it may suffice to refer in brief to a few of the more important 
localities. 

In Houston Stewart Channel, near the south end of the island, though 
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the mountain.^ in this vicinity are not very high, and do not show any 
permanent snow, the sides of the valleys, now forming arms of the 
HJi!So2^'°®*°8ea, are eveiywhere scored and grooved. The eastern end of this 
channel. channel lies nearly east and west, while that which opens to the Pacific 

lies south-west and north-east. At the angle formed by these two the 
arm forming Rose Harbour runs north- westward, ending among some 
of the higher summits. Here the Sedmond River enters, and the rocks 
at its mouth are found to be glaciated fi'om west to east. The ice has 
then turned at nearly a right angle following Rose Harbour, and a 
portion at least of the stream, again changing its direction to east, 
passed on to the open sea at the outer points of the channel. The 
sides of the channel opening westward to the Pacific are similarly 
scored. Many of the boulders on the beaches are evidently glaciated, 
and as they lie in some places rudely packed together, seem to have 
been little disturbed since they were deposited there. There is 
apparently a total absence of clay or sand deposits due to the glacial 
period on this part of the island. The shores are abrupt and the water 
deep. 

In Carpenter Bay, next north of Houston Stewart on the east coast, 
and in many parts of Skincuttle Inlet, similar traces of the passage of 
ice from the highlands to the sea are again found. They are not con- 
fined to the narrower channels, but may be traced also in the wide 
eastern opening of Skincuttle Inlet. 
Extent of local In the inlots near Laskeek it was observed that while the marks of 
gaciers. y^ry heavy glaciation were found in their upper reaches, the i-ocks 

near their seaward terminations had been lightly shaped only, in most 
places still retaining the irregular forms due to old sub-aerial weather- 
ing or to the sea, though rounded off at the corners, tops and sides by 
the passage of ice. This would show that the glaciers did not for a 
veiy long period continue to push out beyond the mouths of these 
inlets, and enables us to form some estimate of the extent to which 
other parts of the island were buried in ice. In Cumshewa Inlet 
glacial grooving was found as far out as Yillagc Island, near its mouth. 
North of Cumshewa Inlet (Lat. 53°) the character of the coast 
changes. It becomes low, is sometimes shoal, and is no more backed 
by steep mountain slopes. With little exception the shore continues 
to preserve this character to the north-west point of the island. The 
flat beaches between Cumshewa and Skidegate are thickly strewn with 
boulders, some of which arc of great size. 
Glaciation of In Skidegate Inlet or Channel there is a great spread of sandstone 
Channel. and shales of the coal-bearing series, which from their easily decom- 

posed character are not suited to preserve glacial traces, but these 
were nevertheless observed in a few places, and where the channel 
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opens westward to the Pacific the crystalline rocks there forming its 
sides are heavily glaciated. 

Owing to the dense forest covering of the country, sectio .8 of theBoalderclar. 
clays and sands which rest at least in some of the hollows are seldom 
found, but in the cuttings made on the road to the now abandoned 
Cowgitz coal mine, and in the banks of the brook, a true boulder clay, 
a hard greyish sandy material packed with stones and boulders of 
various sizes, is shown. This is the most southern locality in which 
boulder clay was clearly distinguished in the islands. 

The character of the coast between Skidegate and M asset Inlets has 
already been described in sufficient detail, with the great stretch of 
flat country which forms the north-eastern part of Graham Island. 
The long lines of wasting cliff on the eastwaixi-facing shore present 
excellent sections of the deposits of which this low land is composed, 
and these appear with scarcely an}^ exception to bethoseof tlio glacial 
or even yet more modern periods. 

A few miles north of Lawn Point, at the entrance to Skidei^at^, the Section of ciays^ 

lEuid sands'. 

most southern exposui^e is found in alow cliff or bank, in which deposits 
evidently of glacial age are cut off above by a gently undulating surface 
of denudation, and overlain by ten or fifteen feet of superficial material 
which shows no sign of blending with that below. The upper deposit 
consists of sand and well rounded gi-avel, in regular and often nearly 
horizontal layers. It has become in places quite hard, being apparently 
cemented with ferruginous matter. Its lower layers hold some small 
boulders, a few of which measure eighteen inches or two feet in 
diameter. The lowerdeposit at the north end of the exposure — which 
may be in all about two hundred yards in length — is a typical boulder 
clay, with many half-rounded and sub-angular stones and occasional 
boulders of some size. The matrix is bluish-grey, hard and somewhat 
arenaceous. The whole is irregularly mingled, and shows no sign of 
bedding. The boulders were not observed to be striated, but smaller 
stones now loose on the beach were so. Among the fragments pieces 
of lignite from the Tertiary formation, which there is good reason to 
believe underlies all this region, are quite abundant. When followed a 
few yai-ds southward this boulder clay begins to show bedding and to 
become intei^stratified with hard clayey gravels composed of well- 
rounded pebbles. The bedding of these is undulating and rather I°<5l"<le<^ s^^^^s 
irregular, and there is, as may be supposed, some local unconformity 
by erosion between the different layers. A few paces further on these 
become interbedded with, and are eventually replaced by, hai*d bluish- 
grey arenaceous clays, which hold only occasional pebbly layei*s, but 
contain in abundance imperfect and broken specimens of several species 
of molluscs, among which Leda fossa is the most common. A small 
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CardiumAike shell and fragments of a Balanus were also observed, but 
all broken, and tender from partial decomposition. 

In geneml appearance with their relation to the sea level, and the 
shells found in them, these beds resemble very closely those previouly 
described as occuring in the vicinity of Victoria, on the south-eastern 
extremity of Vancouver Island.* 
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Fig. 9. Section in Cliffs Nobth of Caps Ball. 
a. Stratified sandy deposits. 6. Imperfectly stratified clays. 

Ten miles north of Cape Ball the last large exposures of the clayey 
beds forming the lower part of the section were observed. The clay is 
hero very hard, and in some places distinctly bedded, with occasional 
gravelly layers, but these are not nearly so prominent as in the last de- 
scribed localities. No shells were found, but fragments of wood pai-tly 
converted to lignite, — but still quite distinct in appearance from the 
more highly altered wood found in the underlying Tertiary formation, — 
were noticed in several places. The junction with the overlying sands 
is generally sharp, and forms as before in many places an undulating 
plane. The sands are in thin and regular layera of pale yellowish 
colours, with some beds of well rounded gravel. In consequence of 
the undulating upper surface of the clays, these rise considerably 
higher above the water level in some places than in others, and where 
the hard clays are most largely developed, the more prominent points 
of the coast are found. Above both the clays and sands banks of wind- 
blown sand are occasionally seen in section. 

In the narrow sound leading to the wide southern expansion of 
Masset Inlet, eleven miles above Masset, at the mouth of a small stream 
called Wa-too7iy are some interesting exposures probably referable to 
the upper part of the clay beds, or to the sands overlying them. The 
bank here rises about eight feet above high-water mark, its upper half 
being composed of regularly bedded coarse sands and fine gravels of 
general yellowish colour. Below this, and usually meeting it at a 
pretty well defined line, is a hard bluish-grey sandy clay, thickly 
packed with rounded pebbles, generally about the size of walnuts, but 
in some instances having a diameter of several inches. One small fi'ag- 
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ment of Tertiary lignite was also observed. This lower part is filled 
with marine shells, but all the specimens are tender and being imbedded 
in a hard matrix, difficalt to preserve entire. Sevoi*al inches of the 
tipper part of the shell-bearing layer has been so affected by atmos- 
pheric waters, that the shells have been completely removed leaving 
hollow casts. This part of the bed has also been changed to a yellowish 
colour. 

Mr. J. F. Whiteaves has examined the collection from this place, fomUs. 
and enumerates the following species : — 

Hemithyris psittacedy Linn. 
Modiolaria mgra. Gray. 
Saxicava rugosa, Lamarck. 
Punctwrella galeata, Gould. 
Balanus — ? 

And fragments of bivalves, which are scarcely determinable. 

In several other places on this sound, similar sandy beds were seen Extent of clay 
generally when near the water level well compacted, but were notgj^."*"^ ^®^^ 
again found to hold shells. At Echinus Point, on the south shore of 
the first great expansion of the inlet, at low tide, a very hai\l sandy 
clay almost like stone is exposed. It is charged with pebbles and 
bouldera, some of which appear to be ice marked. 

Deposits of this character probably underlie the whole flat country 
between Masset Inlet and the east coast, while on the southern and 
western margins of the expansions of the inlet superficial deposits 
other than boulders, which are evidently derived from the mountains 
of the immediate vicinity, are wanting, and ice marking was obsei-ved 
in many placx^s on the rocky sides of the valleys. 

On the little islands which lie immediately to the west of the entrance North to South 
to Masset Inlet, on the open coast, glaciation, very distinct and heavy *^**^**^***°' 
though somewhat worn, was found, with a course of S. 10° E. or the 
reverse. The mountainous axis of the islands in this their northern 
part is not high, and this marking is further from it than elsewhere 
seen. It is pretty evidently glacier work and not that of floating ice, 
and the question presents itself whether it should be attributed to ice 
passing off the islands themselves, or the edge of an ice sheet coming 
down from the channels of the Prince of Wales Archipelago to the 
north. Boulders are not commonly found along the north shore of 
Graham Island from Rose Point to Masset, but from that place west- 
ward they are abundant, and with the beach gravel, in many cases 
formed of rocks which must have been transported from the mainland 
to the north or oast, and unlike those of the Queen Charlotte Islands. Erratics. 
It is quite probable, however, these erratics were carried hci-o by 
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floating ice, at a time when extensive glaciers debouched in many 
places on the coast. 

In Virago Sound and Nadon Harbour several exposures of beds pro- 
bably referable to the glacial poi'iod were found. They are best seen in 
a low cliif nearly opposite the Kung Indian Village, where they are 
hard bluish clays, generally in very regular iand somewhat thin beds, 
but occasionally undulating, and sometimes for a small thickness twisted 
in a remarkable manner, as though by the grounding of floating ice. 
Such disturbed portions may be bounded above and below by regular 
horizontal layere. Small stones, at times several inches in diameter, 
are often imbedded in an irregular manner, and seams of gi'avel in a 
few places occur, and are generally associated with the disturbed por- 
tions of the deposit above alluded to. In one place a few feet of a clay 
holding gravel and bouldera was seen at the base, resembling the 
boulder clay of the east coast of the island. Gravels and sands lie 
above the clays, their junction forming a distinct line. These beds 
would appear to have been deposited in much less disturbed water than 
those of the east coast. 

Facts Indicating Change in Elevation, 

A few facts bearing on changes in elevation of the land subsequent 
to the glacial period, in the Queen Charlotte Islands, may here be noted. 
In an article in the Canadian Naturalist (Vol. VIII., p. 241, 1877) the 
general question of changes of elevation in the coast of British Colum- 
bia has been treated by me at some length. 

About three hundred yards above the mouth of the Naden Eiver, which 
enters the harbour of the same name, a bank about sixteen feet high, 
in appearance evidently more recent than the deposits last described, 
occurs. For about five feet above high-water mark the material is 
a rather soft sandy clay, holding, besides broken fragments of shells, 
many large bivalves, with both sides united, and evidently resting in 
the mud in the position they have occupied during life. The de|X)sit is 
such as might be formed in a shallow bay, and contains occasional 
small fragments of charcoal, which appear to prove the presence 
at the time of its formation of inhabitants. Above this stratum 
is a second, not dissimilar, but coarser, in which shells are 
comparatively scarce, and for the most part broken. This is 
capped with from one to two feet in thickness of a deposit 
composed altogether of shells such as the Indians ordinarily use for 
food, mingled with much charcoal, and some stones which have the 
appearance of those used by the natives in cooking. This layer in 
fact represents such a clam-heap as may be found in very many places 
along the coast. The shells in it are comparatively strong, while those 
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below are much decayed. An elevation of the coast to the extent of 
at least fifteen feet since the country became inhabited appears to be 
indicated by this deposit. 

Specimens collected in the lower layers include, according to Mr. SheHs from 
J. F. Whiteaves, the following species : — 

Saxidomus squalidus, Desh. 

Tapes stamneay Conrad. 

Macoma, $p. 

Nassa mendica^ Gould. 

CryptobrancMa cmcentrica, Midd. (Lepeta coscoideSj Cpr.) 

Tamatina eximiay Baird. 

Littorina Sitchanay Phil. 

And other small gasteropods. 

In the highest layer the following species were found to occur: — 

Saxidomus squalidus, Desh. 
Tapes staminea, Conrad. 
Cardium NuttalU, Conrad. 
Purpura crispataj Chemn. 

On the Ma-min Eiver, at the head of Masset Inlet, about a mile and Raised beaches 
a half up the stream and some feet above the present level of high juver °**° 
tide, a deposit similar to that just described forms the bod of the stream, 
and rises in a bank from six to ten feet above it. The following species 
of shells resembling those of the last locality were found here. Many 
of them are imbedded with the valves united, and in some cases the 
ligature at the hinge has been presei*ved. 

Macoma namta, Conrad. 
Saxidomus squalidus, Desh. 
Tapes staminea, Conrad. 
Lucina filosa, Stimpson. 

In two places the burrows of lithodomous molluscs were observed in other evid- 
rocks above the present water-line. One of these is in the bay on the tion. 
east side of North Island, where a dark calcareous shale is affected in 
this way just above the high-water mark. The second is on one of the 
Bolkus Islands, in Skincuttle Channel, in an earthy dolomitic limestone 
eight or ten feet above the tide. 

The flat land forming the north-eastern portion of Graham Island may 
be regai'ded broadly as a terrace, proving the former presence of the 
sea at a level two or three hundred feet above the present, but this must 
have been while the glacial conditions still endured. A terrace of much 
more recent origin was seen in several places in Skidcgate Inlet, and 
where measured in one locality was found to stand twcnty-bix feet 
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above the highest point now ever reached by the tide. The teiTace is 
generally but faintly impressed, which would seem to show that the 
water did not remain for a long time at this level. Several indistinct 
l)^nche8 of lesser height are met with elsewhere in the same vicinity 
down to the present water-line. In Masset Inlet a faintly marked 
terrace at a height about the same with that above given was also seen. 

Shingly points. Along the low north-eastern part of the islands, and more particularly 
on that part of the coast between Cumshewa and Skidegate, the points 
are often found to be composed of shingle, forming a flat of greater or 
less width standing about twenty feet above the present high-water 
mark, and in most instances covered with a certain quantity of 
vegetable soil which supports a forest. These have evidently been 
produced by the waves acting at different times in opposing directions, 
but imply a subsequent elevation nearly equal to their height On 
the north shore, east of Masset, several tiers of low terraces, now densely 
wooded, are found. On some parts of the east shore the land is 
evidently making by the addition of drift sand, while in others the 

No recent clay cliffs are being gradually cut back by the sea. There is no 
evidence that any elevation has occurred within the period of growth 
of the present forest, as large trees stand in the sheltered inlets quite 
down to the sea level. It would on the contrary appear that, if any- 
thing, the latest movement may have been a slight subsidence, for in 
many places, especially in the bays, the waves are now by degrees 
washing the vegetable soil away from the roots of the trees and under- 
mining them. At the point on the east side of Masset Inlet the sea is 
evidently encroaching pretty rapidly on the forest. One fact, however, 
which would seem to show that any change of level must have been 
slight or have occuiTcd very many years ago, is the existence of a 
naiTow level border near high-water mark, seen especially where the 
rocks on the shore are pretty soft, and evidently produced by the 

Lino of greatest mechanical action of the waves. It was difficalt at first to account for 
the fact that this line of maximum horizontal erosion should lie near 
the high-tide mark, where the rocks are for the shortest time exposed 
to the wash of the sea, but it is explained by the circumstance that 
below this line the rocks arc to a great extent presei-ved from wear 
by a thick growth of sea-weed and acorn-shells. 

• 
Additional Notes on the Glaciation and Superficial Deposits of 

Other Parts of tfie Coast. 

In the channels penetrating the mainland and intervening between 
the numerous islands, from the southern extremity of Alaska to the 
north end of Vancouver Island, marks of the passage of glacier-ice, 
generally in strict conformity to the direction of the passage, are to be 
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foaiid wherever the i^ocks are well suited for their preservation. It is oiaci&tion of 
quite certain that all these valleys have been filled with glacier-ice ujjl' *" ^' 
descending to the sea from the Coast Range, which here still supports 
many small glaciers. Whether at any time the mass of ice was 
so gi*eat as to flow to the sea at right angles to the main direction of 
the range, quite regardless of the contoui's of the smfacc, has not been 
ascertained. The outer islands of the archipelago have scarcely been 
examined, but the little group called the Gnarled Islands, lying on the 
southern side of the strait between Dundas Island and Cape Fox, which 
has a width of thirteen miles, are glacier-shaped and show heavy 
grooving fi-om N. 50^ E. to S. 50° W. It is probable that the ice of the 
Coast Eange has reached at least as far westwai*d as the outer islands 
of the archipelago which fringes the coast. 

The absence from the coast region generally of well marked terraces Tenuoei. 
has been remarked on in the publication already referred to.* Behind 
Fort Simpson, however, the surface bears a considerable thickness of 
detrital matter, and from a distance this appears to form an ill-deflned 
terrace at a height of somewhat over one hundred feet. A few miles 
furthor southward, at Melta Katla, there is a well-defined terrace-flat, 
much of which has now been bared of trees for firewood. Barometrically 
measured, the height of this was found to be about ninety-five feet 
above high-water mark. 

It will be remembered that it has been shown that at one time Former great 
during the glacial period, a vast glacier filled the entire Strait of ooajst. 
Georgia, which separates the south-eastern part of Vancouver Island 
from the mainland, and that the glacier- ice swept across the low south- 
eastern extremity of the island, and may even have passed some distance 
«outhwai*d to Puget Sound, and westwai-d by the Strait of Fuca.f It 
still remained to determine whether the ice supply of this glacier was 
wholly derived from the neighbouring mountainous country, or whether 
— as according to some theories of glaciation might be supposed — a 
great ice-sheet entered at Queen Charlotte's Sound, at the north-western 
end of the island, and passed continuously south waixl between it and 
the mainland. It is now found that the latter idea must be abandoned. 
In several places about the northern end of Vancouver Island, but more 
particularly on the little islands of the Masterman Cfroup near Hardy 
Bay, and those in Beaver Harbour, arc marks of very lioav}' glaciation SJi^on char- 
from south-east to north-west, in bearings varying froni.N. 49° W. to i<>"e'8 Sound. 
K". 62** W. This not only passes over the islands, but has grooved, 
polished and undercut vertical and nearly vertical faces of the rock, on 

• QnuiL Jonm. G«oI. Soc.. VoL XXXFV.^ p. 99. 

i Quart. Joum. Qeol. Soc, loc, cit„ Report of Progress, 1S77-78, p. 133 B. 
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their south-eastern parts, while the north-western slopes are compara- 
tively rough. These traces precisely resemble those found in the track 
of the Strait of Georgia glacier near Victoria, and show that here, as 
there, the ice roiie over the low extremity of the island. The seaward 
margin of the continental shore is here also low, and the width of the 
glacier of Queen Charlotte Sound can scarcely have been less than 
twenty or twenty-five miles, though it may have been much greater. 
Traces of glaciation were also seen on the rocks, in a few places on 
Quatsino Inlet opposite Beaver Ilarbour on the west coast of Vancouver 
Island, and it appears probable that the ice may have passed westward 
over the low intervening country. 
DeMwitsof On Cormorant Island, and also on Harwood, Mary, Hernando and 

Savary Islands, situated between Vancouver Island and the mainland, 
hard regularly bedded deposits of sandy clay and sand occur, forming in 
some places cliffs two hundred feet in height. Clays containing 
boulders probably underlie these, as erratics in great numbers are 
frequently scattered on the beaches above which the cliffs rise. Sim- 
ilar deposits are shown at Cape Mudge, Cape Lazo and elsewhere, and 
resemble those of the islands in the southern part of the Strait of 
Georgia. They probably represent the time immediately subsequent 
to the retreat of a great mass of glacier-ice. True boulder clay was 
noticed in the bank of the Sable Eiver near Comox. 
Fostiiiferous . In a cutting on the colliery railway between Nanaimo and the 
mo. Chase Eiver Mine, hard sandstone rocks have been bared, and show 

heavy and well-marked glaciation ininning parallel to the general trend 
of the coast and Strait of Georgia, in such a way as to show that the 
entire width of the strait must have been fille<i with ice, and that no 
local glaciation, — which would be radiant from the mountains of the 
district, — will account for the facts. In a clay which is found to rest in 
the hollows of these glaciated rocks, marine shells like those formerly 
obtained in the clays at Victoria are found. The elevation above the 
sea level of the place where they were seen is about seventy feet. The 
species represented in a small collection are : — 

Saancava nigosa. 
My a truncata, 
Leda fossa. 

The last named is still found in waters of moderate depth on the coast. 
The two first are shells of very wide range, and are not confined to 
arctic waters. 

Conclusions J and General Remarks on Glaciation* 

There is good reason to believe, from facts obseiTcd in the interior 
of British Columbia, that at least two periods of extensive glaciation 
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have occniTed. Daring the fii-st, and most intense, there are some Conditions of 
grounds for the belief that the entii'e interior plateau was covered by period^ 
a glacier-sheet with a slow southwai-d motion, the gradual disappearance 
of which was accompanied by a subsidance of the land amounting to 
seyeral thousand feet, or by the formation of a gi^eat lake held in by 
glacial barriers. It is possible, however, that the north-to-south glaci- 
ation of the interior may have been effected simultaneously with the 
deposit of the boulder-clays, without the aid of a great ice-sheet, but 
by floating ice. The second period seems to have been a temporary 
advance of glaciers from the various mountain systems, and must have 
been ]nconsidei*able in duration and severity as compared with the firat. 
It is not intended to do more than mention these hypothesis' here, to 
indicate their possible bearing on the explanation to bo adopted for the 
glacial phenomena of the coast. 

On the coast, we find that the great hollow between Vancouver Island Glaciers of the 

co&st 

and the mainland must have been blocked with ice, supplied from the 
mountains of the island and the Cascade or Coast Eange, with, possibly, 
the addition of ice flowing westwai*d through gaps in the range 
from the central plateau. The great glacier-mass thus formed, fi*om 
a position near Chatham Point of Vancouver Island, flowed south-east- 
ward as the Strait of Georgia glacier, and north-westward as that of 
Queen Charlotte's Sound, till it reached the ocean in both directions. 
Local glaciers doubtless filled the inlets of the west coast of Vancouver 
Island. 

Northward, to the southern extremity of Alaska, the ice discharge 
of the various inlets may probably have formed a coalescent glacier 
along the coast, ending seawaixi near to, or somewhat beyond, the outer 
points of the present coast archipelago. 

In the Queen Charlotte Islands, with a comparatively limited gather- 
ing ground, the glaciers were probably much smaller, but the islands 
most have been well capped with ice at this time. 

No evidence of a great south-to-north-moving ice sheet has anywhere 
been found, though it may be remarked that if such had existed at a 
more remote period, the glaciation of which we can trace the history, 
would probably have been sufficient to remove it in most places. 

When the Strait of Georgia glacier began to diminish, the sea must gg^ at relative- 
have stood considerably higher in relation to the land than at present, ^^ ^«f^«r ^«ve*« 
and the glaciated rock surfaces became covered about Victoria and 
Nanaimo with deposits holding marine shells. This must have 
occurred also in the Queen Charlotte Islands, and to this time are 
doubtless due the clays and sands of the Jow north-eastern part of 
the islands above described. The material of these must have been 
supplied from the glaciera of the islands themselves, lind added to 
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Hollows left by by dihris from floating ice from the larger glaciers of the main- 
glaciers. land, the sea levelling and spreading abroad the detritus, and pre- 

venting the formation of any well marked terminal moraines by the 
island glaciers. The basins now occupied by the two expansions of 
Masset Inlet and by Naden Harbour lie along the border of the high 
central axis of the islands, and are bounded north-eastwaixl by the low 
plains of drift material. The rocky beds of these depressions may 
have been shaped to some extent by the ice, but the absence of drift 
material from their areas, and especially of erratics derived from the 
coast of the mainland, which are abundant over the drift-covered 
region to the north east, are, with their situation, good reasons for 
supposing that they mark the areas last covered by glacier ice, and 
from which the ice eventually retreated with some rapidity, leaving 
the hollows formerly occupied by it to become first inlets, and then 
with increasing elevation in some instances lakes. 

It is probable that complete explorations will reveal a series of such 

hollows along the whole eastern flank of the mountain ranges of the 

islands. Besides those just mentioned, there are two very large lakes 

on the same line between the upper part of Masset Inlet and Naden 

Submerged Harbour. One of these dischar£:es into the latter, the other by the 

hoUowa. . . ^. . ^^ X , n^ . , , ..,11 

Ain Eiver into Masset Inlet. There is also at least one similai* lake 
between the head of Masset Inlet and Skidegate. None of these have, 
so far as I know, been visited by any white man. In Skidegate Inlet 
and in Cumshewa Inlet, both obstructed at the mouth by bare, and 
with comparatively shoal water far off shore, while deep toward their 
upper pai'ts ; we seem to have exactly the same feature, though in a 
partially submerged condition. Further south, with high mountains 
rising abruptly fi-om the water, the glaciers even at this period of their 
decadence must have pushed some distance seawaixi. There must also 
have been less material supplied from them, and little from the main- 
land, owing to its greater distance. In the halibut banks off Laskeek, 
however, it is possible that traces of the position of the front of the 
glaciers are again found, 
abouuhe*^^^'^^ ^" Hernando and Savary Islands, strewn with bouldera and formed 
mouth of Bute abovc at least of stratified deposits, we may have the remnants of a simi- 
lar sea-modified moraine of the glacier fed by Bute and other neighbour- 
ing inlets. Features somewhat similar characterize most of the fioi-ds 
and inlets of the coast of the mainland, and west coast of Vancouver 
Island, and though in some instances marine currents may have been 
efficient in silting up and reducing the depth of the inlets near their 
mouths, while the upper reaches have remained deep; it is by no means 
improbable that moraine accumulations, spread abroad by water beyond 
the front of the glaciers, may account for this arrangement in many 
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cases. As pointed out elsewhere, most of the inlets, were the/land 
somewhat elevated, would become fresh-water lakes, discharging 
seaward across a flat or gently sloping border formed of detrital 
materials. 

It is still a question, however, whether the glaciei*s which have 
lately occupied these hollows were those of the first period of cold, 
shrinking back toward the mountains, or whether these depressions 
may not represent the beds of the glaeiera of the second period, when 
at their greatest extension. The latter is perhaps the more probable 
supposition, but in either case the final retreat of the glaciei*s would 
seem to have been pretty rapid. 
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APPENDIX A. 



ON THE HAIDA INDIANS 



OP THI 



QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 

BY GEORGE M. DAWSON, D.S., A.R.S.M., F.G.S. 



The following account of the Haida Indians is chiefly the result of 
pei-soiial observations during the portion of the summer of 1878 spent 
in the Queen Charlotte Islands, prosecuted during moments not 
occupied by the geological and geographical work of the expedition, 
at the camp fire in the evening, or on days of storm when it was 
impossible to be at work along the coast. I am also indebted to the 
Eev. Mr. Collison, of the Church Missionary Society, for various items 
of information, and largely to Dr. VV. F. Tolmie, of Victoria, for com- 
parative notes on the Tshimsians. Mr. J. G. Swan has published a brief 
notice of the Haidas in the Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge 
(Vol. XXI, 1876, No. 267.) This may be consulted with advantage on 
some points, more particularly on the nature of the tattoo marks of 
these people. The present memoir is, however, I believe the first 
detailed account of the Haidas which has been given. 

The Haida nation appears to be one of the best defined groups of Homoffjnioty 
tribes on the north-west coast. Its various divisions or bands differ nation, 
scarcely at all in customs, and speak closely related dialects of the 
same language. They have been from the earliest times constantly in 
the habit of making long canoe voyages, and taking into account the 
ease with which all parts of their country can be reached by water, it 
would indeed be difficult to explain the slight differences in dialect 
which are found to exist, but for the knowledge that in former times 
they carried on, at least occasionally, intertribal wars ; besides con- 
stituting themselves, by their warlike foreign expeditions and the 
difficulty of pursuing them to their retreats, one of the most generally 
dreaded peoples of the coast, from Sitka to Vancouver Island. This 
warfare, however, partook of the barbarous character of that of the 
other American aborigines, and consisted more frequently in the 



104 B GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OP CANADA. 

surprise and massacre of helpless parties, even ineluding old people 
and women, than in actual prolonged conflict. 
Territory. The original territory of the Haidas, as far as tradition cames us 

back, is the well-defined group of islands called by Captain Dixon in 
1787 the Queen Charlotte Islands, but which the people themselves 
call Hai-dakice-a.^ These islands lie between the latitudes of 51° 55' 
and 54° 15', with an extreme length of about 190 miles. They are 
separated by waters of considerable w^idth from the mainland to the 
oast and from the southern extremity of the territory of Alaska to the 
north. At the present daj', however, people of the Haida stock, and 
closely related in every way to the tribes of the northern end of the 
Queen Charlotte Islands, occupy also a portion of the coast of the 
southern islands of Alaska, being the south end of the Prince of Wales 
Archipelago, from Clarence Strait westward, together with Forrester's 
Island. 
Islands not It has been supposed that from the large islands adjacent to the 

pled frommain- mainland the Queen Charlotte Islands have been peopled, but this is 
not the case, for the traditionary account is still found among the 
natives of internecine wars as a result of which a portion of the 
Haidas of the northern part of the Queen Charlotte Islands were driven 
to seek new homes on the Prince of Wales group. Their story is 
borne out by other circumstances, and the date of the migration can- 
not be more than 150 years ago. These Haidas living beyond the 
Queen Charlotte group are generally known collectively as Kai-ga-ni, 
which name is also among the Indians applied to the country they 
inhabit. 

Frequently, among tribes pretty closely related in language, the 
process of differentiation has gone so far that neighbouring peoples 
disclaim any community of race, though on comparing their vocabu- 
laries their national identity becomes apparent. This is not the case, 
however, among the Haidas, who speak of all the people of their 
nationality as Haida, adding when necessary the name of the region 
inhabited by the tribe. A comparison of the Haida language with 
those of the other tribes of the coast shows very few points of resem- 
blance. 

Physical peculiarities and dress. 

Build and ap- Physically, the various tribes of the north-west coast differ to some 

gJ^^M!®®^^**® extent, so that a practised eye may distinguish between them, but the 

differences are slight as compared with those obtaining between the 

coast tribes generally, and those of the interior of British Columbia. 

The Haidas are, however, markedly fairer skinned than most of the 



On the orthography of Indian words see note in connection with the Haida vooabulaiy. 
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coast tribes, and possess somewhat finer features. In the coarseness 
of the mouth, width and prominence of the cheek bones, and somewhat 
disproportionately large size of the head as compared with the body, 
the main departures from ideal symmetry are to be found. The body 
is also not infrequently long and large as compared with the legs, a 
circumstance doubtless brought about by the constant occupation of 
these people in canoes and the infrequency of their land excursions. 
The hair is black and coai'se, and only in the case of * medicine men ' 
have I observed it to be allowed to grow long in the male sex. A 
scanty moustache and beard sometimes clothe the upper lip and chin, 
generally in the case of old people who have given up the habit of 
eradicating the hair as it grows. In some instances, and these more 
numerous than in the other coast tribes, both men atd women of pre- 
possessing appearance, and with features of considerable regularity as 
measured by European standards, occur. The average physiognomy 
of the Haida shows more evidence of intelligence and quickness than 
that of most of the coast tribes, an appearance not belied on more 
careful investigation. I have not been able to discern in their appear- 
ance anything of that exceptional fierceness said to be characteristic 
of them by the earlier voyagei's, and can only suppose that these 
statements may have arisen from the more elaborate character of their 
armament and dress, and the liberal application of j^igraents to the 
skin. Many of the Ilaidas are said to be strong and dexterous swim- 
mers, but I have never seen them exercising the art, which may 
probably be reserved for occasions of necessity. They are not long- Digeww, 
lived, though grey-haii*ed men and women may occasionally be seen. 
Pulmonary diseases accompanied by spitting of blood, and blindness 
generally caused by a species of opthalmia, are not uncommon ; and 
other diseases incident to a life of exposure tend to reduce the term of 
life, as they do among all the aborigines of the continent. Besides 
these, however, and much more fatal, are diseases introduced among 
them since contact with the whites. Great numbers of the Haidas, 
with all the other tribes of the coast, have been cut oft* by small-pox, 
both during their periodical visits to Victoria and after their return 
to their native islands. This disease is with them almost certainly 
fatal, and I could learn of a single instance only in which recovery 
had occurred. Owing to the complete demoralization of the Ilaidas 
since contact with the whites, and their practice of resorting to Vic- 
toria and other places, where they maintain themselves by shameless 
prostitution, venereal diseases are extremely common and destructive. 

In dress the Haidas, like other Indians, have adopted, so far as costume, 
their means enable them, the customs of the whites, though their 
costame as a rule might be considered rather scanty, and some of the 
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older people use scarcely anj^thing but a blanket a» a protection from 

the elements. The blanket with these people has replaced the " robes 

of sea-otter skins'* which so much pleased the eyes of the early traders. 

i>ixon'«doa- ^ In Dixon's narrative* (p. 201) the sea-otter "cloaks'* are said to 

•criptionot their .11 1 . « 1 . t . 

original droM. " ^ncrally contam three good sea-otter skins, one of which is cut in 
two pieces ; afterwaixls they are neatly sewed together so as to form a 
square, and are loosely tied about the shoulders with small leather 
strings fastened on each side." The women's dress is more parti<nilarly 
described on another page in the following terms : — " She was heatiy 
•dressed after their fashion. Her under garment, which was madetof 
fine tanned leather, sat close to her body, and reached from her neck 
to the calf of her leg ; her cloak or upper garment was rather coarser, 
•and sat loose like a petticoat, and tied with leather strings.*' 

These extracts both refer particularly to the Haidas, but in the 
general account of the natives of this part of the north-west coast, the 
dress of the people is more minutely described in the following para- 
graph : — "In their dress there is little variety; the men generally 
wearing coats (such as I have already described) made of such skins 
as fancy suggests or their success in hunting furnishes them with, and 
sometimes the loose cloak thrown over the shoulders and tied with 
small leather strings. Besides this, some of the more civilized sort, 
particularly those in Cook's River, wear a small piece of fur tied round 
the waist when the heat of the day causes them to throw their coat 
aside or they are disposed to sell it. The dress of the women diflfers 
in some respects from that of the men. Their under garment is made 
of fine tanned leather, and covers the bodj^ from the neck to the ankle, 
being tied in different parts to make it fit close ; over this is tied a 
l)iece of tanned loatlier like an apron, and which reaches no higher 
than the waist. The upper garment is made in much the same manner 
as the men's coats, and generally of tanned leather, the women not 
caring to wear furs, as they were always unwilling to be stripped of 
their garments, which, should they happen to be worth purchasing, 
their husbands always insisted on their being sold. Indeed, the deport- 
ment of the women in general was decent, modest and becoming." 

Armour. ^^ former days a sort ol armour was worn, consisting of split sticks 

arranged in parallel order and combined with the stronger parts of the 
hide of the sea-lion. Xone of these suits can now, however, be found. 
A cloak or blanket very much prized by the Ilaidas and called naxin 
is obtained in trade from the Tshimsians. It is sliaped somewhat like 
a shawl, with a blunt point behind, and surrounded by a deep and 

* A VoyaBfo Ro ind the Worlds but more particularly to the yorth-west Coaisi of America. 
Performed in 1785, 17S<). 1787 aud 17S8, in the Kiiif/ Ocorae and Queen Charlotte, CaptAina ^ort- 
lock and Dixon. London, 1789. ^ 
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thick fringe of twisted wool. Finely shred cedar bark is used as a 

basis or warp, on which the wool of the mountain goat is worked in. 

The cloaks are made in many small separate pieces, which are after- PecuUar cloak 

wards artfully sewn together. The colours of wool used are white, 

yellow, black and brown, and the jjattern bears a relation to the totem, 

80 that an Indian can tell to what totem the cloak belongs. These 

cloaks or blankets are valued at about 830. They are used specially 

in dancing, and then in conjunction with a peculiar head-dress, which 

consists of a small wooden mask ornamented with mother-of-pearl. 

This stands up from the forehead, and is attached to a piece fitting 

over the head, ornamented with feathers, &c., and behind supporting a 

strip of cloth about two feet wide, which hangs down to the feet, and 

is covered with skins of the ermine. The cloaks arc described by the 

chronicler of Dixon's voyage as " a kind of variegated blanket or 

cloak, something like our horse-cloths ; they do not appear to be wove, 

but made entirely by hand, and are neatly finished. I imagine that 

these cloaks are made of wool collected from the skins of beasts killed 

in the chase; they are held in great estimation, and only wore on 

extraoi*dinary occasions." 

Shred cedar bark, twisted into a turban, and stained dull red ^^ith ^^JJ'^^*''^ 
the juice of the bark of the alder, is frequently worn about the head, 
more, however, as an ornament than a covering, and apparently with- 
out any peculiar significance among the Ilaidas, though with the 
Tshimsians and Indians of Millbank Sound it is only worn on occasions 
of religious ceremony, and it would be considered improper at other 
times. 

Feathers, buttons, beads, portions of the shell of the Ilaliotis, with Ornaments, 
the orange coloured bill of the puffin, are used as ornaments, strung 
together or sewn on the clothes. The Dentalium shell was formerly 
prized and frequently worn, but has now almost disappeared. 

Painting is frequently practised, but is generally applied to the face Paints and 
only. Vermillion is the favourite pigment, and is usually — at least at 
the present daj^ — rubbed on with little regard to symmetry or pattern. 
Blue and black pigments are also used, but I have not observed in any 
case the same care and taste in a])plying the paint to form a sym- 
metrical design as is frequently seen among the Indians cast of the Rocky 
Mountains. • The face is almost always painted for a dance, and when — 
as very often happens — dances recur on occasions of ceremony for 
several nights, no care is taken to remove the pigment, and most of 
the people may be seen going about during the day with much of it 
still adhering to their faces. To prevent unpleasant effects from the 
sun in hot weather, especially when travelling, the face is frequently 
first rubbed with fat, and then with a dark brownish powder made by 
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Braoalets and 
banfflet. 



Tattooing. 



Labret. 



roasting in tho fire the woody fungus found on the bai*k of trees, and 
afterwards grinding it between stones. This soon becomes nearly blacky 
and resembles dried blood. A mixture of spnice-gum and grease, also 
of a dark colour, is used to protect the face in cold weather, while 
those in mourning frequently apply grease and charcoal to the face. 

Bracelets beaten out of silver coins are very generally worn by the 
women, who often carry several on each arm. The custom of wearing 
several or many polished copper rings on the ankles and arms was 
formerly common among the Kaidas and Tshimsians. Those for the 
ankles were round in section, those for the arms flat on the inner side. 
In Dixon's narrative ** large circular wreaths of copper" are spoken 
of as being frequently worn, both at Norfolk Sound and in the Queen. 
Charlotte Islands. They " did not appear to be foreign manufacture, 
but twisted into that shape by the natives themselves to wear as an 
ornament about the neck." 

Tattooing is universally practised, or rather was so till within the 
last few yeai*s, for it is noticeable that many of the children are now 
being allowed to grow up without it. The front of each leg above tho 
ankle and the back of each arm above the wrist are the places gene- 
rally chosen, though the breast is also frequently covered with a design. 
The patterns are carefully and symmetrically drawn,, of the usual 
bluish colour produced by the introduction of charcoal into punctures- 
in the skin. In one instance, however, a red pigment had also been 
employed. The designs are often hereditary, and represent the totem 
crest of the bearer, in the usual conventional style adopted by the coast 
Indians in their drawings. I have never observed any tattooing to 
extend to the face, where it is commonlj^ found among the Tinneh 
people of the interior, in the form of lines radiating from the corners 
of the mouth, on the chin or forehead. 

Till quite lately the females among the Haidas all wore labrets 
in the lower lip. Dixon particularly notes this as being the case, 
though in Norfolk Sound it was only practised by women of rank. 
Dixon further gives an admirable illustration of the Ilaida labret in 
the plate facing pai;e 22G of his volume, already several times referred 
to. A small aperture first made is gj'adually enlarged by the insertion 
of lip-pieces of ever-increa!*ino^ size, till the lower lip becomes a mere 
circle of flesh stretched round the periphery of a flat or concave-sided 
labret of wood or bone, which projects at right angles to the plane of 
the face. One obtained by Dixon was found by him to measure 3J 
inches long by 2f broad, which is larger than any I have seen. Only 
among the old women can this monstrosity be now found in its original 
form. Many middle-aged females have a small aperture in the lip, 
through which a little beaten silver tube of the size of a quill is thrust. 
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projecting fi*oin the face about a quarter of an inch. The j^ounger 
women have not even this remnant of the old custom. 

The piemng of the lip was the occasion of a ceremony and giving Pirrcing of lip 
away of property. During the operation the aunt of ihe child must 
hold her. The shape of the llaida lij^piece or stai e was oval. Among 
the Tshimsians it was more elongated, and with the Stickeeu women 
nearly circular. It was also formerly the custom to pierce the eara in 
several places. Three perforations in each ear wore usual among com- 
mon people, but chiefs or those of importance had five or six. These 
held little ornaments formed of plates of haiiotis shell backed with thin 
sheet copper, or the small sharp teeth of the fin whale. This custom 
obtains also among the Tshimsians and Stickeen Indians, and the 
Chiefs Callicum and Maquilla of Nootka Sound, Vancouver Island, are 
represented with the same adornment in Meares' engraving of them. 

The septum of the nose is generally perforated in both males and PerforaUon of 
females, and was formerly made to sustain a pendant of haiiotis shell 
or a silver ring, though it is not now used in this way. No process of 
distortion of the head or other parts of the body is practised among 

the Haidas. 

Food. 

Like most of the tribes of the coast, the Ilaidas live principally on 
fish. The halibut and salmon are chiefly depended on. A complete 
list of the articles used by them as food would, however, indeed be a 
long one, as few organic substances not absolutely indigestible would 
be omitted 

The halibut fishery is systematically pursued, and the main villages Halibut fiahery 
are so situated as to be within easy reach of the banks along the open 
coast on which the fish abounds. The halibut is found in great num- 
bers in all suitable localities from Cape Flattery northward, but is 
perhaps nowhere finer, more abundant and more easily caught than in 
the vicinity of the Queen Charlotte Islands. It may be taken in most 
of the waters at almost any season, though more numerous on certain 
banks at times well known to the Indians. About Skidegate, how- 
ever, it is only caught in large numbers during a few months in the 
spring and early summer. When the fish are most plentiful the 
Haidas take them in large quantities, fishing with hook and line from 
their canoes, which are anchored by stones attached to cedar- bark ropes 
of sufficient length. They still employ either a wooden hook armed 
with an iron — formerly bone — barb, or a peculiarly curved iron hook 
of their own manufacture, in preference to the ordinary fish hook. 
These implements are described with others in treating of the arts of 
the Haidas. 

The halibut brought to the shore are handed over by the men to the 
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women, who, squatted on their haunches, rapidly clean the fish, remov- 
ing the larger bones, head, fins and tail, and then cutting it into long 
flakes. These are next hung on the poles of a wooden framework, 
whore, without salt — by the sun alone, or sometimes aided by a slow 
fire beneath the erection — they are dried, and eventually packed away 
in boxes for future use. 

There are no rivers of great size on the islands, but many streams 
largo enough to be known as ' salmon rivei*8 ' to the Indians. A run 
of small red-fleshed salmon oecui^s about the middle of July up some of 
the lai'ger streams. These answer no doubt to the fish known on the 
Fraser Eiver as the suck eye, and much prized. They are, however, in 
inconsiderable numbers, and not much sought after by the Haidas. 
About the middle of August a larger species begins to arrive in great 
numbers, and this run somet^ mes lasts till January. These fish when 
they first appear and are still in salt-water are fat and in good condi- 
tion. They soon begin, however, to become hook-hilled, lean and pale- 
fleshed. They ascend even very small streams when these are ia 
flood with the autumn rains, and being easily caught and large, they 
constitute the great salmon harvest of the Ilaidas. They are generally 
either speared in the estuaries of the streams or trapped in fish-wiers 
made of split sticks, which are ranged across the brooks. The vanous 
* rivers * are the property of the several families or subdivisions of the 
tribes, and at the salmon fishing season the inhabitants are scattered 
from the main villages ; each little party camped or living in temporary 
houses of slight construction in the vicinity of the streams they own. 

It is scurcely necessary to particularize at length the other species 
offish used as food, comprising all those abundant in the vicinity of 
the islands. Trout, herring, flounder, rock-cod, &c., constitute minor 
items in the dietary. The mackerel and cod are found, but not spe- 
cially sought after by the Indians, and it is not yet known whether at 
certain seasons and localities they may be sufficiently abundant to 
attract commercial enterprise. The spawn of the herring is collected 
on spruce boughs placed at low water on the spawning grounds, dried 
and store<^i away in a manner exactly similar to that practised by most 
of the coast Indians. The pollock is found on the western coast. It 
is generally caught in deep water with hook and line, and owing to 
its fatness is much prized. Tlie Haidas of Gold Harbour or PortKuper 
make an annual business of catching these fish in the latter part of the 
summer. They extract the oil from them by boiling in large wooden 
boxes with hot stones, and then skimming it from the surface. The 
oil is carefully stored away, and used as a condiment to dried fish or 
berries, instead of tho^oolachen grease, which by this tribe of Haidas. 
is not much in request. 
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Both the Haidas and Tshimsians have the custom of collecting salmon Salmon roe. 
roe, putting it in boxes, and burying these below high-water mark on 
the beach. When decomposition has taken place to some extent, and 
the mass has a most noisome odour, it is ready to eat, and is considered 
a very great luxury. Sometimes a box is uncovered without removing 
it from the beach, and all sitting round eat the contents. Fatal poison- 
ing has followed this on several occasions. It is attributed to a small 
worm which is said at times to enter the decomposing mass from the sea. 
The Haidas also occasionally allowed the heads of salmon and halibut 
to lie on the beach between high and low water marks till partly de- 
composed, when the}'' were considered to be much improved. 

Tlie dog-fish is very abundant along some parts of the coast, and itsFisH jieidingr 
fishery is now beginning to be engaged in. The fish is not eaten by 
the Haidas, but the oil extracted from the liver is readily sold to 
white traders, and constitutes one of the few remaining articles of 
legitimate marketable value possessed by the natives. Large sharks 
abound on the northern and westera coasts, and are much feared by 
the Haidas, who allege that they frequently break their canoes and 
eat the unfortunate occupants. No instance of this kind is known to 
me, but they fear to attack these creatures. When, however, one of 
them is stranded, or found from any cause in a moribund state, they 
are not slow to take advantage of its condition, and from the liver 
extract a large quantity of oil. The whale and hair-seal (if it be proper whales and. 
to include these among products of the fisheries) abound in the waters ®®"^®' 
surrounding the islands. I cannot learn that the former were ever 
systematically pursued as they were by the Makah Indians of Cape 
Flattery and Ahts of the west coast of Vancouver Island. When, 
however, by chance one of these comes ashore it is a great prize to 
the owner of the particular strip of beach on which it may be stranded. 
The seal is shot or speared, the latter doubtless having been the primi- 
tive mode. Both the flesh and blubber are eaten, the Indians comparing 
the animal on account of its fatness to that — to many of them h3'po- 
thetical creature — from which pork is derived. They speak of it in 
the Chinook jargon as si-wash co-sho,^ It is interesting to remark in 
this connection that most of the Haidas will on no account eat pork, 
for some reason which I have been unable to determine. 

The oyster is not found on the coasts of the Queen Charlotte Islands, sheu fish. 
though it occurs in some sheltered localities about Vancouver Island. 
Clams {Saxidomus squaUdus, Cardium Nuttalli, &c.,) however, abound, 
with the large horse mussel (Mytilus Califomianus) which on I'ocks 
exposed to the full force of tidal currents attains a great size. These 
shell-fish of course form a portion of the native diet. They are not 

* Meaning simply Indian pig. «S>i-ioa«A from French muvagt, Co^ho from cockan. 
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eaten, however, at all seasons, but during the winter months only. 
At other times (April to October) they are reputed to be poisonous, 
and more than once have proved fatal to those eating them. The 
Indians attribute this to a worm which they say dui'ing the summer 
season inhabits the cavity of the shell. The Tshimsians and other 
northern tribes also abstain from shell-fish during the summer for the 
same reason, while those of the southern pai't of Vancouver Island 
appear to eat them at all seasons. 

Chitons, both the large red species (Cryptochiton Stelleri) which 
sometimes attains a length of eight inches, and the smaller black 
variety (Katherhia tunicata), very common everywhere near low-water 
mark, are favourite articles of diet. 

5eaegg«. Soa-urchins, the lai'ge purple-spined (Loxechinits purpuratus) and the 

smaller green species (^Euryechinm chlorocentrotus), are often brought 
ashore in large quantities, and it is surprising to observe how many of 
these rather watery creatures an Indian — squatting perhaps on his 
haunches on the beach — will devour in making a light lunch. A gentle 
knock on a stone serves to open the shell, when the finger run i-ound 
the smooth interior brings out the edible parts, consisting chiefly of 
the more or less mature ova. 

A lai'ge brown tuburculated holithui'ian is also eaten, though some 
of the younger people now profess to eschew these rather unpleasant 
looking animals. 

Ooiachen Oolachen grease, called tow is an important and much relished con- 

stituent of many of the Halda dishes. The oolachen or candle-fish, 
(Thalekhthys pacificus) from which it is derived, does not occur in the 
waters surrounding the Queen Charlotte Islands. It is found in some 
of the inlets on the west coast of Vancouver Island, but is especially 
abundant at the spawning season, in early spring, in the estuaries of 
the larger rivers of the mainland, and of these pre-eminently in the 
Fraser and the Nasse. Like its eastern representative and zoological 
ally, the capelin, it swarms in the shallow water along shore, and is 
easily caught in immense numbers. For the extraction of the oil the 
fish is generally allowed to partially putrefy, and is then boiled in a 
mass in wooden boxes, with hot stones. The oil or grease is semi-solid 
when cold, with a foetid and rancid smell and taste. From the Nasse 
fisheries the oil is obtained by barter by the inland tribes of the 
northern part of British Columbia and by the Ilaidas. For a box con- 
taining somewhat over one hundred pounds of this grease from six to 
ten * blankets,' or say from $12 to $20, is paid. 

With dried fish, dried or fresh berries, and in fact with food of any 
description, no condiment is so grateful td the Haida palate as this 
oolachen grease; and in the absence of farinaceous substances, it doubt- 
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1088 enables the otherwise imperfect food to go further in supplying 
the wants of the system. 

The Haidas are not gi*eat hunters. They kill a considerable number HwdM not 
of black bears at two seasons of the year, when they are found prowl- 
ing along the sea shore, but do not follow them far into their mountain 
fastnesses. In early spring, when the grass along the edges of the 
woods begins to grow green, with the skunk-cabbage (Lysichiton 
Kamtschateme) and other succulent vegetables, bruin coming out to Bean. 
browse upon the tender shoots may fall a victim to the lurking 
Indian. Again in autumn, when tempted t/) the Bhores and estuaries 
by the dead and dying salmon, he is apt to get into trouble, and at 
this season his skin, being in good condition, is of some value. 

There is pretty good evidence to show that the wapati occurs on the Wapati. 
northern part of Graham Island, but it is very seldom killed. The 
small deer (C Columbianus) is not found on the islands, nor is the wolf, 
grizzly bear, mountain sheep or mountain goat. Geese and ducks in Water fowl. 
vast numbers freqnent the country about Masset and Virago Sound in 
the autumn, and for a time form an important item in the diet of the 
natives. They now shoot them with the flint-lock trade muskets with 
which they are generally armed. I have seen a bow, with blunt wooden 
arrows, also in the canoe, to be used in despatching wounded but still 
living birds, and thus to save ammunition. Sea-fowl of many kinds 
are articles of food on occasion, though the gull, the loon and some 
others are exempt on account of their exceptionally rank flavor. The Eggs, 
eggs of sea-birds, and especially those of the large white gull, are col- 
lected in great quantity in the early summer. Every lonely and wave- 
washed rock on which these birds deposit their Qgg^ is known to the 
natives, who have even these apportioned among the families as here- 
ditary property. The singular rocks extending southward from Cape 
• St. James are frequented by myriads of sea-fowl, and some of them are 
so abrupt and cliff-surrounded that, lashed by the never-ceasing swell 
of the Pacific they remain inaccessible even to the Ilaidas. 

The potato, called skoxo-shit in Haida, introduced by some of the Potato. 

early voyagers, now forms an important part of the food supply. A 

Skidegate Indian told me that it was first grown at Skidegate, but I do 

not know how far this statement may be reliable. The greater part of 

even the flat low lands of these islands is so thickly wooded, and with 

trees of such great size, that the task of clearing the ground is quite 

beyond the energy of the Indian. There are places, however, near the 

shore, where by catting down and grubbing out small bushes limited 

garden patches may be made. These are very often spots which have 

been occupied by Indian houses, and where great quantities of shells 

and other refuse have accumulated, forming a rich soil. Such spots 

8 
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are utilized as potato gaixicns, but are generally email and often scat- 
tered far away from the main villages, wherever suitable localities can 
be found. Little attention is paid to the cultivation of the plant, and 
the variety in use is generally run do\vn so as to yield very small and 
poor tubers. 

Roots, bark,&c. Formerly many small roots indigenous to the country, and contain- 
ing more or less starch, were eagerly sought after, dried and stored 
away. One of these was a wild lily. No eifort is now made to gather 
these, though a few may be collected where they occur abundantlj-. 
The cambium layer of the spruce {A. Menziesii) and hemlock (il. Mer- 
tensiana) is collected, the trees being cut down and barked for the 
purpose, and is eaten in a fresh or dried state. This substance has a 
not disagreeable sweet and mucilaginous taste, but also ix)ssesses a 
distinct resinous flavour. It is considered very w^holesome. The 
cambium layer of the scrub pine (P. contorta) is not eaten, though this 
tree is found in some abundance on the west coast of the islands, and 
on the mainland of British Columbia is barked for this purpose almost 
exclusively. The growing shoots of the epilobium, heracleum and 
other plants are eaten when in season. A sea-weed resembling dulce, 
but which I have only seen in dried cakes, is found, especially in the 
southern islands, presei-ved by drying and boiled into a sort of tea or 
soup. 

Berries. Beriies abound, the most important being the sal-lal {Gaultheria 

shallan), known to the Haidasas skit-huHy and crab-apple or kyxU (Pyrus 
rivularis). The latter, about one-third of an inch in length and less in 
width, has much the taste of a sour Siberian crab. It is gathered late 
in the autumn, and generally boiled and put away in boxes, covered 
with water, and allowed to remain so till winter, when the berries are 
sorted, mixed with oolachen grease, and thus made ready for use. The 
sal-lal berries are eaten fresh in great quantities, and are also dried for 
use in winter. The strawberry (Fragaria Chilensis)j flowering rasp- 
berry (Eubus Nutkanns), Qnrrent (Ribes sp.), Vaccinium parvijiorum, kc, 
occur in some places abundantly. The mahonia (Berberis aquifolium) 
is not found. The service-berry (^Amalanchier alnifolia), so much prized 
by the Indians of the interior, occurs sparingly, and scarcely seems to 
ripen its fruit. 

Native tobacco. Before the introduction of the potato, the only plant cultivated was 
one which has been described to me as * Indian tobacco.' There is a 
mythical tradition concerning the origin of this plant, which is given 
in another i)lace. Its cultivation is now entirely abandoned except at 
Cumshewa, where a single old woman continues to grow it, some of 
the older Indians still relishing it. This I learnt after leaving Cum- 
shewa, and have consequently been unable to ascertain whether the 
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plant is really tobacco or not. It is probable, however, that it is some 

less potent weed, or its cultivation would not have been so soon given 

up and high prices paid for imported tobacco. The Haidas used to 

gi-ow it not only for themselves, but as an article of trade with other 

neighbouring tribes. To prepare the plant for use it was dried over How prepared. 

the fire on a little framework, finely bruised in a stone mortar, and 

then pressed into cakes. It was not smoked in a pipe, but being mixed 

with a little lime prepai'ed by burning cl^m-shells, was chewed or held 

in the cheek. The stone mortars — elsewhere more fully described — 

are still to be found stowed away in corners of the houses. They 

appear to have been used in the preparation of the * tobacco' only, and 

though often large enough for the purpose were certainly not 

employed to reduce any cereal to the state of meal, as none such were 

known to the Haidas. It is, therefore, unsafe to conclude from the Kinniklniok. 

mere discovery of stone mortars, among other relics, that certain 

extinct tribes cultivated corn and used it as food. The leaves of the 

bear-berry or kinnikinick { Arc tost aphylos uva-ursi) are mixed with 

tobacco when smoking, to eke out the precious narcotic. These leaves 

are used for the same purpose by the Indians everywhere over the 

northern part of the American continent. I have seen on Vancouver 

Lsland the leaves of the sal-lal roasted before the fire and mixed with 

tobacco, and among the Chippeway Indians and othei*s the bark of the 

red osier dog-wood (jOomus stolcniifera). 

The dog is the only domesticated animal among the Haidas. TheThedof. 
original breed is now much disguised by imported strains. The pres- 
ent natives are grey wolfish-looking cui-s about the size of a coyote. 

Social organisytion. 

The Haidas, like other tribes inhabiting the coast of British Colum- Houses and 
bia and its adjacent islands, have i^ermanent villages. The general 
typo of construction of the houses in these is nearly the same among 
all the tribes, but among the Haidas the buildings are more substan- 
tially made, and much more care is given to the accunite fitting 
together and ornamentation of the edifice than 1 have elsewhere seen. 
This may be due in part to the comparatively late date at which the 
Haidas have come closely in contact with the ^vhites, but probably also 
indicates an original greater facility in consti'uctivc and mechanical 
processes than is found among the other tribes. This would be fully 
borne out by their present character in these regards. Especially in 
the great number, size, and elaborate carving of the sj^mbolieal posts, 
is this superiority shown. Among the Tshimsians at Port Simpson, 
most of the original carved posts have been cut down as missionary 
influence spread among the people. At Nawitti (Hope Island), Quat- 
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sino Inlet (Vancouver Island) and elsewhere, where the natives are 
still numerous and have scarcely been reached by missionanes, though 
similar posts are found, they are small, shabby, and show little of the 
peculiar grotesque art found so fully developed among the Haidas. 

As befoj*e mentioned, the permanent villages are generally situated 
with regai-d to easy access to the halibut banks and coast iishenes, 
which occupy a greater proportion of the time of the natives than any 
other single employment. The villages are thus not infrequently on 
bleak, exposed, rocky coasts or islands, though generally placed with 
care, so as to allow of landing in canoes even in stormy weather. The 
houses may stand on a flat, elevated a few feet above the high-tide 
mark, and facing seaward on a sandy or gravelly beach, on which 
canoes can be drawn up. The houses are arranged side by side, either 
in contact, or with spaces of greater or less width between them. A 
space is left between the fronts of the houses and edge of the bank,^ 
which sei'ves for a street, and also for the erection of the various 
carved posts, and for temporary fish-drying stages, &c. Here also, any 
canoes are placed which it is not desired to use for some time, and are 
carefully covered with matting and boughs to protect them from the 
sun, by which they might be warped or cracked. As a rough average, 
it may be stated that there are at least two carved ])Osts for each house, 
and these, when the village is first seen fi-om a distance, give it the 
aspect of a patch of burnt forest with bare, bristling tree-stems. The 
houses themselves are not painted, and soon assume a uniform incon- 
spicuous grey colour, or become green or overgrown with moss and 
weeds, owing to the dampness of the climate. The cloud of smoke 
generally hovering over the village in calm ^veather, may serve to 
identify it. Two rows of houses are occasionally formed, where the 
area selected is contracted. No special arrangement of houses accoixl- 
ing to rank or precedence appears to obtain, and the house of the chief 
may be either in the centre of the row or at the end. Each house 
generally accommodates several families, in our sense of the term ; 
Avhich are related together, and under the acknowledged guidance of 
the elder to whom the house is reputed to belong, and who is really a 
minor chief, of greater or less importance in the tribe — or village — 
according to the amount of his property and number of his people. 

In front of one or more of the principal houses platforms are often 
found, on which a group of people may b^'Seen squatting in conversa- 
tion or engaged in their interminable gambling game. The forest of 
carved posts in front of the village, each of them representing a great 
expenditure of y)roperty and exertion, doubtless presents to the native 
eye a grand and awe-inspiring appearance and brings to the mind a 
sense of probably mysterious import, which possibly does not in reality 
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-exist Behind the dwelling houses, or toward one end of the village Tombs, 
and not far removed from it, are the small houses or sheds in which 
the dead are placed, or paii*s of poste supporting a hollowed beam 
which contains the body. 

These permanent villages of the Ilaidas are now much reduced in Abandonment 
number, in correspondence with the very rapid decrease of the people wuagSf^ ** 
themselves. Those villages least favourably situated as fishing stations, 
or most remote fix>m communication, have been abandoned, and their 
people absorbed in others. This has happened especially on the tem- 
pestuous west coast of the islands, where there is now but a single 
inhabited village. Even those still occupied are rapidly falling to 
decay ; the older people gradually dying off, the younger resorting 
more and more to Victoria and beginning to despise the old wajBi 
Many houses have been completely deserted, while others are shut up 
and mouldering away under the weather, and yet others, large and 
fitted to accommodate several families, are occupied by two or three 
people only. The carved posts, though one may still occasionally be 
erected, are as a inile more or less advanced towaixi decay. A rank 
growth of weeds in some cases presses close up among the inhabited 
houses, the traffic not being sufficient to keep them down. In a few 
years little of the original aspect of these villages will remain, though 
at the present moment all their peculiarities can be easily distinguished, 
and a very little imagination suffices to picture them to the mind as they 
must have been when swarming with inhabitants dressed in sea-otter 
robes and seal skins. 

The Haidas reside in these permanent villages during the winter j^gj^^^^^ 
season, returning to them after the close of the salmon tishery, about 
€hristmas-time. A portion of the tribe is, however, almost always to 
be found at the permanent village, and from time to time during other 
seasons of the year almost the whole tribe may be concentrated there. 
The villages differ somewhat in this respect When the territory owned 
by its people is not very extensive, or does not lie far off, they live 
almost continually in the village. When it is otherwise, they become 
widely scattered at several seasons. 

The Haidas trouble themselves little al)out the interior country, but Property in 
the coast line, and especially the various rivers and streams, are divided 
among the different families. These tracts are considered as strictly 
personal property, and are hereditary rights or possessions, descending 
from one generation to another according to the rule of succession 
-elsewhere stated. They may be bartered or given away, and should 
one family desire to fish or gather berries in the domain of another, 
the privilege must be paid for. So strict are these ideas of proprietaiy 
right in the soil, that on some parts of the coast sticks may be seen set 
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up to define the limits of the various properties, and woe to the dishon- 
est Indian who appropriates anything of value — as for instance a 
stranded shark, or seal or sea-otter which has died from its wounds — 
that comes ashore on the stretch of coast belonging to another. Along 
the shores the principal berry-gathering grounds are found, and thus 
divided. The larger salmon streams are often the property jointly of a 
number of families ; and at these autumn fishing grounds tompoi^aiy 
houses, small and I'oughly constructed, are generally to be found. The 
split cedar planks of the permanent houses are not usually carried by 
the Haidas to these less substantial houses, though this custom prevails 

Temponry elsewhere on the coast. The construction of the houses thus tempora- 
rily occupied is generally so slight and rough as to necessitate no 
particular description. Poles or cedar planks are built or piled together 
in whatever manner seems best suited to keep out the rsLin, In some 
cases where they are more substantial they resemble on a reduced scale 
those of the permanent villages. The mode of construction of the 
latter is described further on. In these temporary shelters, or in even 
less commodious camps among the trees, the natives live during a 
considerable part of the year, engage* I in salmon fishing, the cutting 
down of trees and rough hewing of canoes, the gathering and prepara- 
tion of cedar bark for mats, and other occupations, which, each at its 
appropriate season, fill out the annual round of duties. 

ooMtruoSon^of ^^® actual construction of the permanent houses devolves entirely 

homes. on the men, but is not effected by individual effort. Indeed, the very 

size of the beams and planks used necessitates the cooperation of many 
hands. The erection of a house, therefore, in all its stages, from the 
cutting and hewing out of the beams in the forest, the launching of 
these and towing them to the village, their erection and fitting, forms 
the occasion of a • bee ' or gathering of natives, which generally includes 
detachments from neighbouring villages, and is the occasion of a pot- 
latch or giving away of property by the person for whom the labour 
is undertaken. Several such gatherings are usually required for the 
completion of a house, which may bo some years in course of construc- 
tion, as the man for whom the work is done generally exhausts his 
available resources on each occasion, and requires again to accumulate 
property, and especially blankets, for a new effort. Dancing and 
gaming relieve the monotony of the work, which generally occupies 
but a small portion of each day, and is conducted with much talk and 
noise, and the shouting of many diverse orders as the great beams are 
handled. 

Chieftainoy. Among the Haidas each permanent village constitutes a chieftaincy, 
and has a recognized head chief. The chiefs still possess considerable 
influence, but it is becoming less, and was doubtless very much greater 



QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 119 B 

in former time?. It was never, however, the absolute and despotic 

authority which is sometimes attributed to Indian chiefs. The chief 

is merely the head or president of the various family combinations, 

and unless his decisions carrv with them the assent of the other lenders 

they have not much weight. He has no power of compelling work power of ohieft 

from other members of the tribe. Should he require a new house he^^™*^®^' 

mast pay for its erection by making a distribution of property, just as 

any other man of the tribe would do ; and indeed it is expected of the 

chief that he shall be particularly liberal in these givings away, as well 

as in pix)viding feasts for the people. He is also supposed to do the 

honours to distinguished visitora. In Captain Dixon's narrative, the 

following statements concerning the position of the chiefs at the time 

of his visit are found : — " Though every tribe met with at these islands 

is governed by its respective chief, yet they are divided into families, 

each of which appears to have regulations and a kind of subordinate 

government of its own : the chief usually trades for the whole tribe; 

but I have sometimes observed that when this method of barter has 

been disapproved of, each separate family has claimed a right to 

dispose of their own furs, and the chief always complied with this 

request." 

The chieftaincy is hereditary, and on the death of a chief devolves Succession to 
upon his next eldest brother, or should he have no brother, on his 
nephew, or lacking both of these his sister or niece may in rare cases 
inherit the chieftaincy, though when this occurs it is probably only 
nominal. It is possible — as occasionally happens in the matter of 
succession to property — that a distant male relative may, in want of 
near kinsmen, be adopted by the mother of the deceased as a new son, 
and may inherit the chieftaincy. I have not, however, heard of cases 
of this kind. Should all these means of filling the succession fail,, a 
new chief is then either elevated by the consensus of public opinion, or 
the most opulent and ambitious native attains the position by making 
a potlatch, or giving away of property greater than any of the rest can 
afford. Should one man distribute ten blankets, the next may dispose 
of twenty, the firet tries to cap this by a second distribution, and so on 
till the means of all but one have been exhausted. This form may in 
reality become a species of election, for should there be a strong feeling 
in favour of any particular man, his friends may secretly reinforce his 
means till he carries his point. In no case, however, does the chief- 
taincy pass from the royal clan to any of the lesser men of the tribe. 
On being elevated to the chieftaincy the chief assumes a hereditary 
name, which is also colloquially used as that of the tribe he rules. 
Thus there is always a Cumshewa, Skedan, Skidegate, &c. ; and since 
the islands have been frequented by vessels, the woixi * captain' is 
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frequently added to the titular name of the chief in speaking of him to 
the whites, to signify his rank. 

Certain secrets are reputed to appertain to the office of chief, among 
which is the possession of various articles of property which are 
supposed to bo mysterious and unknown to the rest of the Indians, or 
common people (Haida a-U-kwa). A very intelligent Skidegate Indian 
from whom I derived much information, as he was well versed in the 
Chinook jargon, told me, for instance, that on the death of the last 
Skidegate chief, the new chief wished him to perform a dance in 
honour of the great departed, this being one of the rites which it is 
necessary that the heir should attend to. The dance is one made by a 
single man, the performer being naked with the exception of the 
breech-cloth. When my informant was about to engage in the dance 
the chief took him aside, showing him various articles of the myste- 
rious chiefs properties. Among others a peculiar whistle, or cell with 
vibi*ating reed tongues, which concealed in the mouth enables the 
operator to produce strange and startling noises, that may be supposed 
by those not in the secret to indicate a species of possession in the 
excited dancer. These things are explained by the chief to his probable 
successor, and are also known to some of the more impoi*tant Indians, 
but not to all. They are, no doubt, among the devices for obtaining 
and holding authority over the credulous vulgar. 

Among the Tshimsians in former days, and probably also among the 
Haidas, a chief had always his principal man, who has considerable 
authority, and gives advice and instruction to the chiefs successor. 
He never inherits the chieftaincy, however. Each chief with the 
Tshimsians had also his * jester,* who is sent on errands of invitation, 
announces the guests on their arrival, and makes jokes and endeavours 
to amuse the company, though preserving his own gravity. The jester 
is not, of course, always in attendance. He receives nothing for his 
trouble, apparently looking on the position as honourable, and inherits 
nothing on the chief's death. 

It not infrequently happens that a chief grown old, decrepit or poor, 
though the honourable title still clings to him, is virtually succeeded 
by some more energetic man, who sways the actions of the tribe in his 
stead. The village appears to be the largest unit in the Haida system 
of government, and there has not been any permanent premier chief, 
or larger confederacy or league of tribes. Such unions may doubtless 
have been formed from time to time for offensive and defensive 
purposes, but have not endured. 

No laws appear to be acknowledged, but any action tending to the 
injury of another in person or property lays the offender open to repri- 
sals by the sufferer, but may be atoned for, and the feud closed by 
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payment in blankets or other valuable property to a satisfactoiy 
amount. The culprit generally prefens this mode of settlement to 
having an uncertain reti-ibution hanging over him, and as the value 
set on property is great, and the disinclination to reduce the store of 
blankets — which may possibly be accumulating for a prospective 
distribution — excessive, the restraint is proportionately severe. 

Religion and ^medicine.' 

It is difficult to decide precisely how much should be included under Religion. 
the heading religion. The older Indians, and indeed those of every age 
where they have come not too closely in contact with the whites, show 
a persistent — one might almost say a fervent — reverence for their 
time-honoured customs, among which, in this case, the giving away of 
property or potlatch and the various dances, are the most prominent. 
There are no priests, however, nor could I hoar of any religious ritual 
among the Haidas. The medicine or mystery man, or shaman (Haida 
skd-ga^y occupies a position perhaps partly partaking of the priestly 
function, but more closely allied to that of the prophet, sorcerer, or 
physician. The Tshimsians say that the Haidas had originally no 
religion whatever, but adopted their ceremonies not a very great 
while ago. This may account for the use of Tshirasian words in the 
dances among the Haidas, and the high esteem in which the Tshimsian 
language is held by them. It is possible that some of the dances 
described farther on may have, in part, a religious significance and 
form a portion of the religious ceremonies above referred to. 

It is, however, unquestionable that the Haidas have, and had before Idea of a chief 
any missionary leaven spread among them, an idea of a chief deity, or 
lord of all things, whose dwelling was in some remote, undefined region. 
This I ascertained by careful inquiry from the Skidegate Indian already 
referred to, and Mr. CoUison, who has been two years among the Masset 
Haidas as a missionary, and can speak the language with some fluency, 
confirms me in this statement. The name of this being is Sun-l-a- 
tkU'dus, or Sha-nung-l-tlag-i-das, His attributes are generally good, but 
it is difficult to ascertain exactly what they are, owing to the reticence 
observed by natives in speaking to whites of those of their customs or 
beliefs which they fear may be ridiculed, but perhaps also in this case 
to the fact that they have at no time been very precisely defined. The 
idea of a spirit, soul, or essence being in reality the man, and distinctly 
separable from the more perishable body, is also firmly rooted in the 
Haida mind. There is also a recognised principle of evil, called Hai-de- Power of evih 
lan-a^ a name signifying chief of the lower regions. This being is either 
typified by, or assumes the form of a certain inhabitant of the sea, 
believed to be the killer whale (Orca ater). Indians who lose their lives 
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by di'owning arc taken possession of by the power of evil, and are turned 
Mt death, into beings like himself under his chieftainship. Those killed in battle, 
or even non-com batanta accidentally killed during a fight, go at once to 
the country of^ San-l-a-tlai'dus, which is supposed to be a happy region. 
The spirits of those who die from disease, or in the course of nature, 
become latent, or pass to an ill-defined Hades, but are from time to 
time recovered, returning to the world as the souls of new-born 
children, generally — or always — in the tribe to which they themselves 
"nuitiniffraUon formerly belonged. This new birth may occur in each case five succes" 
sive times, but after this the soul is annihilated, ^Mike earth, knowing 
nothing." So at least say some of the Haidas. The medicine-men 
profess, in many cases, to be able by means of dreams or visions to 
tell in the pei*son of what child such an one formerly dead has 
returned — hence a considerable part of the influence they exercise. 

The Indian informant, already several times referred to, told me that 

the medicine-man had assured him that his brother had returned in the 

form of a child lately born. He was in doubt whether to believe 

implicitly or not. I have been told also of a case at Masset, where an 

old chief dying said to those about him that he would return in the 

form of a child then about to be born from the wife of one of his 

relatives. He enjoined them to be careful of the child. 

>epartttre of It would seem also to be believed that before death the soul loosens 

he soul. itself from the body, and finally takes its departure altogether. This, 

at least, would appear to be implied by the fact that the medicine-men 

sometimes profess to catch the soul of one about to die. This, however, 

belongs more strictly to the curative function of the skd-ga, 

[nUUtion of The office of skd-na, shaman or medicine-man is not, like the chief- 

nediclne-man- i i i 

taincy, hereditary, but is either chosen or accepted in consequence of 
some tendency to dream or see visions, or owing to some omen. The 
would-be doctor must go through a severe course of initiation. He 
must abstain from connexion with women, and eat very little ordinary 
food, and that only once a day, in the evening. lie goes into the 
woods and cats * medicine,' of which the Moneses uniflora was pointed 
out to me as one of the chief constituents. This plant is hot and bitter 
to the tnste. A course of this character continued for some months, 
or for even a year, causes the body to become thin, and the mind may 
eventually be somewhat deranged, or at least the skd-fja pretends to see 
strange things. He speaks mysterious!}^, and soon takes an acknow- 
.M*4M!i>^ (Vine- ledged place in the tribe. When sickness occurs he must be in 
'^^'*^ attendance on the pafient, and seeks b}' every means to exorcise the 

evil spirit which, abiding in the bod}", may have caused the disease. 
The greatest effort is to drive out this spirit, and for this purpose he 
comes armed with his rattle, or with a drum. The house where the 
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patient lies is probably filled with his friends, the ska-ga, dramming or 
rattling and singing about him, seems to strain every nerve to drive 
away the evil one. The relatives encourage him to redoubled exertions 
by promises of property, which, in event of recovery, ho will be given. 

A skdrga has his hair long and tangled, as, in obedience to custom, it Pecuiiaritioa of 
is neither allowed to bo cut or comb passed through it. This consti- 
tutes a part of his * medicine.* Besides the rattle or drum the most 
important property of a skdrga appears to be a hollow bone, carved 
externally; in some cases also inlaid with pieces of haliotis shell, and 
open at the ends. In this, using a little shred cedar bark to plug the 
ends, he can enclose the soul or ka-tlun-dai about to depart, and may 
succeed in restoring it to the body. 

From their position the medicine-men are often able to levy black- 
mail on the credulous, and profit by this species of priestcraft. At 
Metla-katla the following incident occurred, and was related to me by 
Mr. Duncan. This was among the Tshimsians, whose customs in regard 
to these matters are, however, closely like those of the Haidas: — 
A medicine-man from an outlying district, coming among the Indians 
at the mission, put a family into great distress by communicating to 
them that in walking along, not far off, he had seen the soul of a young 
girl, had caught it, and for a certain consideration would restore it to 
the owner, who must otherwise assuredly soon die. The girl indicated 
was in good health, but some of the relatives wpre so much alarmed 
that they came to Mr. Duncan, telling him all the circumstances. He 
partially reassured them, and finally quieted their fears by frightening 
the medicine-man himself away. 

The skd-ga dying, remains still an object of superstition, and his body Venerated 
is riot disposed of in exactly the same way with those of mere ordinary 
mortals. He is not, as they are, boxed up and deposited in little houses 
in the immediate vicinity of the village, but removed to some distance, 
in some instances to a place designated by himself before death. The 
method of sepulture may not be quite uniform, but I can describe that 
of a meiiicine-man considered very potent, who died about ten years 
ago at Skidegate: — On a small island, some miles from the village, is a How entombed! 
little box-like hovel, about ^ve feet in height, and nearly square, made 
of split cedar boards, neatly joined, and roofed with similar planks, on 
which large stones had been piled to keep the whole firm. The erec- 
tion stands under a few scattered pine trees, near the rocky shore. A 
board having fallen out, a good view could be gained of the interior. 
The side furthest from the water was entirely covered by a neatly 
made cedar-bark mat. The body leaned against this, in a sitting pos- 
ture, the knees had originally been drawn up nearly to the chin, but 
the whole had slipped down somewhat during decomposition. It was 
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not enclosed in any box, but a large red blanket, wrapped round the 
t^houldere, covered the entire lower portion of the body to the ground. 
The hair, which was long, was still in place, black and glossy, carefully 
wound up to form a large knot on the top of the head, through which 
a couple of carved bone pins oj* skcwere were stuck. A carved stick, 
like those used in dancing, rested in one corner, and before the knees 
was a square cedar box, which no doubt contained various other pro- 
perties. Had I not had with me an Indian of the tribe, I should have 
• been tempted to investigate further. The face was the only part of 
the body uncovered, and the flesh appeared to have been partly dried 
on the bones, giving it a mummy-like aspect. I mention this fact 
as it is believed both at Skidcgate and Masset, and probably generally 
among the Haidas, that the bodies of medicine-men do not decay like 
those of othei*s, leaving only the bones, but dry up without decomposi- 
tion. In this particular case, it is said among the people of the tribe 
that if anyone looking at the dead man should see a skeleton only, he 
or some of his near kinsfolk will surely soon die, whereas if flesh is 
seen the omen is propitious. 

^Mtbrappari- Qf another skcirga entombed neai' the Skidegate Village, I was told 
by a Haida that on one occasian he was returning to the village, about 
twilight, when, on looking to where he knew the tomb to bo, he saw 
the skorga himself, standing erect with his medicine rattle in his hand. 
My informant was much frightened, and on getting to the village told 
the people what he had seen, causing no small commotion among 
them, for the apparition was universally accepted as an evil omen. 
Shortly afteiwai*ds his wife, brother, brother's wife, and two sisters 
went, with others, to Victoria, and all taking small-pox died there. 

A medicine-man is entitled to take from the gi'ave of his predecessor 
any of his peculiar properties. The privilege is, however, not always 
or immediately made use of, and it may probably be necessary to wait 
for some dream or omen before doing so. 

^•"^d!^^^^" ^^^ ^^^ following method of procedure to obtain a fair wind, though not 
confined in practice to medicine-men, but known to most of the Haidas, 
may sei-ve to show the childish n^aure of their mysterj' performances. 
An Indian fasting, shoots a raven, quickly singes it in the fire, and 
then going to the edge of the sea, sweeps it four times on the surface 
in the direction in which the wind is desired. He then throws it 
behind him, but afterwards picking it up, sets it in a sitting posture 
at the foot of a spruce tree, facing towaixl the required wind. Prop- 
ping its beak open with a stick, he then requests a fair wind for a 
certain number of days, and going away lies down and covers himself 
up with his blanket, till a second Indian asks him for how many days 
be has required the wind, to which question he answers. 
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There are among the neighbouring Tshimsians four 'religions/ orReiigiow 
systems of rites of a religious character. These have no relation to TsSflMianL. 
the totems, but divide the tribe on different lines. They are known as 
(1) Simha-lait, (2) Mi-hla, (3) Noo-hlem, (4) Hop-pop. The fii-st is the 
simplest and seems to have no very distinctive rites. The central figui-e 
of the worahip of the second was at Fort Simpson a little black image 
with long hair known as " the only one above." The thii*d are " dog- Riun and 
eaters," a portion of their rite consisting in killing and cutting, or tear- 
ing to pieces, dogs, and eating the flesh. They eat in reality, however, 
as little of the flesh as they can, quietly disposing of the bulk of it when 
out of sight. The hop-pop or '* cannibals " are those who, in a state of 
real or pretended frenzy, bite flesh out of the extended arms of the 
people of the village as a part of their rite. When they issue forth for 
this purpose they utter cries like hop-pop — whence their name. On this 
sound being heard all but those of the same religion get out of the way 
if they can, frequently pushing off in canoes for this purpose, ^hose of 
the same creed, and brave, resolutely extend their arms to be bitten. 
A man may belong to more than one religion, and is in some cases 
even forced to become initiated into a second. If, for instance, one 
should pass where dog-eaters are holding a solemn conclave, he may 
be seized and initiated as a dog-eater nolens volens. Great hardships 
are sometimes endured during initiation. The more savage religions Deception, 
pretend to mysterious supernatural powers, and go to great pains 
sometimes to delude the common people, or those of other creeds. At 
Fort Simpson, for instance, a young chief was on one occasion care- 
fully buried in the ground beforehand. When discovered the opera- 
tors were pulling at a rope, and were supposed to be drawing the chief 
underground from the back of an island some way off. The rope after 
a time breaking, great apparent excitement occurs among the opera- 
tors, who say the chief is now lost, but catching sticks begin to dig in 
the ground, and soon unearth him to the groat amazement of the 
vulgar. In this case, however, the cold and cramped attitude so 
affected the chief that he was lame for life. They instil the truth of 
such stories especially in the minds of the young, who firmly believe 
in them. At Fort Simpson, in former days, they have even got up 
such things as an aHificial whale, in some way formed on a canoe. 
This appeared suddenly on the bay, seemingly swimming along, with 
a little child on its back. 

Potlatch or distribution of jyroperty. 

The distribution of property, or potlatch as it is called in the custom wide- 
Chinook jargon (Haida, kie-ishil)^ implying, as it appeai-s at first sight, ^^^^ 
such entire self-abnegation and disregard of the value of slowly accu- 
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mulftted wealth, requires some explanation. The custom thus named 
is very widely spread, extending not only to all the coast tribes of 
British Columbia and its adjacent islands, but also to the native inhab- 
itantij of the interior of the Province, of entirely different stocks. I 
liavo been able to ascertain more about this custom among the Haidas 
than elsewhere. Whether in all the other tribes it is so perfectly sys- 
tematized, or carried out precisely in the same way, it is impossible at 
present to tell, but among the inhabitants of at least the whole 
northern part of the coast the usage appears to vary very little. 
M^ihuJordlf- The potlatch besides being a means of combining labour for an 
i.Wi»erty. industrial *bee,* for purposes in which individual effort is insufficient, 
is also a method of acquiring influence in the tribe, and in some cases, 
as we have seen, of attaining even to the chieftaincy. The more 
frequently and liberally an individual thus distributes property, the 
more important he becomes in the eyes of his tribe, and the more is 
owing to him when some other member performs the same ceremony. 
Only in certain special circumstances are the blankets — which gene- 
rally constitute the greater part of the property disti'ibuted — torn into 
shreds and destroyed. In most cases it is known long beforehand that 
a certain man is about to make a distribution, for the purpose of 
raising a house, cutting out and erecting a new cai*ved post, or other 
exertion. Some months previously, among the Haidas, he quietly 
distributes among his friends and the principal membere of the tribe 
his property, be it in blankets or money. The mode of distribution 
and value of property given to each pei'son is thoroughly systematised, 
and all the members of the tribe know beforehand how many blankets 
go to each. A short time before the ceremony all this property is 
returned with interest ; a man who has received four blankets, giving 
back six, or some larger number in something like this ratio. This 
retention ef a certain amount of the property and its return with 
increase, appears to be looked upon as an honour by those to whom it 
is given out. The members of the tribe are then called together for a 
certain date, and at the same time parties from other, and perhaps 
distant, villages are invited. The work in hand is accomplished, the 
man for whom it is done making feasts of the best he has for his guests, 
and the toil being varied by dancing and gambling with the gaming- 
sticks, which occupy all the time not more profitably employed. The 
work finished, the distj-ibution takes place, and shortly afterwards all 
disperse. 
Ocqnsions on It is usual to make a potlatch on the occasion of tattoointr a 

which practis- , , , , , . , 

«d. child, and at other stages in its advance toward manhood. When it is 

desired to show an utter disregard of worldly wealth, the blankets arc 
torn into strips and scattered among the crowd, and money is also 
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strewn broadcast. This procedure is sometimes followed in competi- 
tions for the chieftaincy, already referred to. A similar practice is 
also a method of showing rage or grief At Masset, lately, it became 
known to a father that a young man had made improper advances to 
his daughter. The father immedialel}', in great anger, tore up twenty Fault atoned 
blankets, which not only served as an outlet for his ieelings, but 
placed the young man under the necssity ol' destroying a similar 
number of blankets; and in this case, not being pur^^essed of sufficient 
property, those of the young man's totem-clan had to furnish by 
subscription the requisite number, or leave upon tiiemselves a la5ting 
disgrace. The feelings of the subscribers were not naturally of the 
kindest toward the young man, but they did not in this case turn him 
out of the tribe, as they had a right to do after iiaving atoned for hrs 
fault. 

Among the Tshimsians an ordinary man confines his potlatch or y^A* Distribution 
to those of his own village, while a chief generally, or often, invites Tshimsians. 
people from other villages also. The chief may bo assisted in giving 
potlatches by his people. Should he desire help of this kind, he gives 
a feast with many ditterent dishes, to which all are invited. The next 
day a drum is beaten for him by his jester in a peculiar manner, when 
all who have been at the feast come together with gifts, which are 
afterwards, with those belonging to the chief himself, given away. 

Dancing ceremonies. 

The dance is closely connected with the potlatch ceremonies, but also 
takes place in some instances without the occasion of a giving away of 
property. In most of the dances the Tshimsian language is used in the 
song, which would appear to indicate that the ceremonial has been 
borrowed from these people. Notwithstanding the old-time hostility 
of the Haidas and Tshimsians, the former profess a great liking for the 
Tshimsian language, and many of them speak it fluently. 

Six kinds of dancing ceremonies are distinguished, and are desig- Six varieties. 
nated in the Skidegate dialect by the following names : — (1) Ska-gay 
(2) Ska-duly (3) Ktcai-o-guns-olungj (4) Ka-ta-ka-gun, (5) Ska-rut^ (6) 
Hi-atl. Of these I have only witnessed No. 3, the description of the 
others being at second-hand from the intelligent Skidegate Indian 
already more than once referred to. 

1. Skd-ga is performed on occasions of joy, as when friendly Indians Ska-jra. 
arrive at a village in their canoes, and it is desired to manifest pleasure. 
A chief performs this dance. He takes his stand in the house at the 
side of the central fire furthest from the door. He should wear over 
his shoulders one of the na-xin or Tshimsian blankets, made of fine 
cedar-bark and the wool of the mountain goat. He wears, besides, the 
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best clothes he may happen to have, and on his head an ornament 
made of the stout bristles from the whiskers of the sea-lion. These are 
set upright in a circle, and between them feather-down is heaped, 
which as he moves is scattered on all sides, filling the air and covering 
the spectators. He dances in the usual slouching way common among 
the Indians, bending his knees, but not lifting his feet far* fi'om the 
ground. The people, sitting around in the fire-light, all sing, and tha 
drum is continually beaten. This dance may last half an hour or an 
hour. 

Ska-duiand 2. The dance distinguished as Ska-dul^ appears to be merely the 

lung. beginning of that known as (3) Kwai-o-guns-o-lung. Any man who 

knows the mode of singing starts the dance alone, when it is called 
Ska-dul, soon others join in, and it becomes No. 3. This is performed by 
no particular number of people, the more the better, and occurs only 
when a man desires shortly to make a house. The man himself does 
not dancC; nor does any giving away of property take place. The 
women occupy a prominent place in this dance, being carefully dressed 
with the little marks and na-xin or cloaks previously described. One 
man performs on a drum or tamborine to which. all sing, or grunt in 
time, shuffling about with a jerky motion as they do so. There is a 
master of the ceremonies who leads off the chorus. Rattles are 
freely used. The song is in praise of the man who intends to build, 
and also of the daucera. It eulogises his strength, riches, and so on, 
and is in the Tshimsian language. 

Ka-ta-ka-gnin. 4. Ka-ta-ka-guti, This is performed by the male relatives of a man's 
wife, and takes place when a house has been finished, the owner at the 
same time making a distribution of property. The dancers are attired 
in their best, ornamented, and with faces painted, but no bii-ds'-down 
is used. It is performed in the newly finished house, and may occupy 
half an hour or an hour. The man who makes the distribution does 
not dance. All sing in the Tshimsian language. 

Ska-rut. 5- Ska-rut. One man performs this dance, but is generally or always 

paid to do the duty for the person more immediately concerned. It 
takes place some days before a distribution of property, on the occfision 
of such an event as the tattooing of a child or death of a relative or 
friend. The dance is performed by a simple man, naked with the 
exception of his breech-cloth. In the first part of the dance, which 
appears to l>e intended to simulate a sort of possession or frenzy, one of 
the grotesque wooden masks is worn, and this is the only dance in 

Mask. which they are used. The wearing of the mask is not, however, abso- 

lutely necessary, but is a matter of choice with the pei-former. Getting 
heated in the dance, he throws the mask away, snatches up the first 
dog he can find, kills him, and tearing pieces of his flesh eats them. 
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This dauce is not porformod in the house as the olhei*s are. but at largo 
through the village. The usual present tariff for the performance 
.of the ceremony is about ten blankets. On enquiring what the 
feelings of the man might be whose dog was devoured, I found that 
afterwards the dog is appi*aisod and paid for to the satisfaction of 
all parties. This is characteristic of the manner in which, among 
the Haidas themselves, the principle of nothing for nothing is strictly 
carried out. 

6. Hi-atl This dance is very frequently indulj^ed in, and is on occa-Hi-ati. 
sion of any joyful event, as the arrival of visitors, &c. It is performed 
by several or many men, who wear feathers in their hair and paint 
their faces. The Haida language is used in the song. No distribution 
of property happens, except in the case of the dance being to denote 
the conclusion of mourning for a dead friend. In this instance a 
potlatch occurs by the former mourner, who invites his friends 
together to dance with him. 

Gambling is as common with the Haidas as among most other tribes, GambUoc. 
which means that it is the most popular and constantly practised of all 
their amusements. The gambler frequently loses his entire property, 
continuing the play till he has nothing whatever to stake. The game 
genei'ally played I have not been able to understand clearly. It is the 
same with that of most of the coast tribes, and not dissimilar from 
gambling games played by the natives from the Pacific coast to Lake 
Superior. Sitting on the ground in a circle, in the centre of which a 
clean cedar mat is spread, each man produces his bundle of neatly 
smoothed sticks, the values of which are known by the markings upon 
them. They are shuffled together in soft teased cedar bark, and 
drawn out by chance. 

Social customs. 

Some points connected with the social relations of the Haidas have 
already been touched ui)on, others may bo noted here. 

A man wishing to marry, informs his mother on what girl his heart Marriage. 

is fixed, and she, going to the mother of the beloved one (sweetheart 

or ka-ta'dha)j endeavours to arrange the match. An understanding 

having been arrived at, the man, when ready, invites his friends to 

accompany him, and going together to the house of the girl's pai'ents, 

they enter, and sit down around the fii'c, beside which the girl and her 

friends also are. The young man's friends then speak in his favour, 

recommending him to the father of the girl, and praising his good 

qualities. When the talk is finished, the girl rises, and going to 

whore her would-be husband is, sits down beside him and takes his 

hand. The ceremony is then complete, and the father of the girl gives 

9 
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various articles of property to her, constituting her dowry. She is led 
away by her husband, but after u time returns on a visit to her parents, 
bringing presents, generally of food, from her husband. 

Marriage is contracted early. Polygamy is practised, but not 
exteuRively ; it was formerly more usual, but was always mainly or 
entirely confined to recognised ciiiofs. I could hear of but a single 
instance in which a man yet has two wives. This case is at Skidegale. 
Three or four wives were not uncommon with a chief in former days, 
and it was told to me as a tradition by a Ilaida that a Tshimsian chief 
at one time had ten wives. As the women do not contribute materially 
to the support of the family, attending only to the accessory duties of 
curing and preserving the lish, it is probably difficult for a man to 
maintain many wives. The women appear to be well treated on the 
whole, are by no means looked upon as mere servants, and have a 
voice In most matters in which the men engage. Children are 
desired, and treated as well as the mode of life and knowledge of the 
Haida admits. Very few children are now, however, seen about some 
of the villages, the women resorting to Victoria for purposes of 
prostitution. Their husbands, be it said to their shame, frequently 
accompany them, and live on their ill-gotten gains. It is said that in 
the early days of their contact with the whites, the Haidas were 
distinguished by good morals. If so, they differed from most of the 
coast tribes, among whom great laxity has always prevailed. Female 
chastity is certainly not now prized. 

When a girl is about to reach maturity she must attend to various 
ceremonies, and pass through certain ordeals. It was the cust^jm that 
she should wear a peculiar cloak or hood at that time for several 
months, or even half a year. This was made of woven cedar- bark, 
nearly conical in shape, and reached down below the breast, though 
open before the face. It was, I believe, called hy-\e. The face was 
])ain(ed with the powdered fungus already alluded to, and fasting more 
or less severe was practised. It was also customary to screen olf a 
corner of the lodge and give the girl a separate tire, and allow her to 
go out and in by a separate door at the back of the house. This was 
connected with an idea of ceremonial undeanness. Did she require to 
pass out by the front door, it was necessary tirst to remove all the arms 
and vainous other things. In meeting men, the face was to be quickly 
covered with a corner of the blanket. These or other similar customs 
were also in vogue among the Tshimsians, whose practices so closely 
resemble the Haidiis in most respects. Among these people great care 
was taken to teach the girls submission, contentment, and industry. 
At certain times they were not allowed to lie down to sleep, but if 
overcome with drowsiness must prop themselves in a sitting posture 
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between boxes. Before drinkini^, the cup must be turned round four 
times in the direction of movement of the sun. It was also usual for 
the mother to save all hairs combed out of the head of the girl, and 
twist them into cords, wliich were then tightly tied round the waist 
and ankles, and left there till they fell to 2)ieces of themselves. This 
wa« supposed to give a fine shape to the bcnly. In eating, the girl 
most always sit down, to prevent a too great corpulence. If orphaned 
the various ceremonies must be again performed by the girl, even 
though already all attended to. 

Among the Tshimsians peculiar ceremonies exist in connection with Tahimsian 
the * bringing out' of young men and women, and it is an occasion of^""' ***** 
public feasting. In the case of a young woman, the people being all 
collected, a curtain is raised, and she is seen sitting with her back to 
the 8pectatoi*8, peculiarly dressed, and surrounded by a circle of 
upright ^ coppera,' if enough can be mustered. She then begins to 
sing, or, if she does not, an old woman begins to sing near her, and 
she becoming encouraged joins. The old woman then gradually drops 
her voice till the novice is singing alone. She then eventually makes 
a dance before all the people. The songs and dances are practised 
before the time for the rite arrives. Similar customs probably exist 
among the Ilaidas, though I did not learn anj- details conceraing 
them. 

With the Ilaidas a first-born son may be called by the name of the Naming a son. 
mother's eldest brother, the second-born after the mother's second bro- 
ther, or by one of the iidditional names of the first. Should the mother 
have no brother, the name of some dead friend is chosen, or in eases 
where the medicine-man reveals the return of some one formerly dead 
in the new-born child, the name of the person supposed to be thus 
returning to the tribe takes precedence of all others. A chiefs son is 
named by its mother after consultation with a medicine-man, whom she 
pays. He takes a night to think, and mayhap dream, about it. There- 
after he gives the name of a deceased male relative on the mother's 
side, which is adopted. The ceremony of naming is witnessed by stages in ad- 
many, and presents are given. A sister of the father's holds the childhood, 
when named, and becomes its * godmother' afterwards. For this she 
receives presents from the father, and from the boy himself when 
grown up if she has used him well. The next ceremony is that of 
piercing the lobes of the ears and septum of the nose, when gifts are 
again distributed, the godmother-aunt coming in for a good share. 
Four times in all a youth changes his name, always taking one from 
his mother's family. A potlatch and tattooing of the youth takes 
place on each occasion except the first, when the latter is omitted. 
Also a house-building bee. On the last of these occasions the young 
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man is aided by his mother's people, makes the potlateh from his own 
house and in his own last-adopted name. Dancing and singing are in 
order at all potlatches. The first house-building is called tux-kuxo. 
The second ki-au-ni-gexd- The thiixl x<J^hL The fourth tlo-xo-kU-tiL 

Slavery is intimately interwoven with the social system of the 
Haidas, as with that of most of the tribes of the coast. Slaves were 
formerly common among them, expeditions being undertaken — espe- 
cially northward to the country about Sitka, where the totems are 
different — for the special purposes of securing slaves. The intertribal 
wars along the coast have now ceased, however, and such piratical 
expeditions have also been abandoned owing to the wholesome dread 
of 'gunboats.- Slaves, in consequence, are becoming scarce, and the 
custom is dying away. A slave is called elaidi in the Haida language. 
They appear to have been formerly under the absolute rule of their 
respective masters, and were sometimes cruelly treated. In some 
cases a slave has been killed to bury beneath the corner post of a new 
house. They are veritable hewei*s of wood and drawers of water. 
They can be sold, and are supposed at the present time to be worth 
about two hundred blankets each, the price having risen owing to their 
scarcity. Children born of slaves are also slaves. 

One slave still remains among the Grold Harbour Haidas. There 
are none at Skidegate or other of the southern villages, but a consid- 
erable number at Masset and the northern villages. Slaves sometimes 
regain their freedom by running away, but should they return to their 
native place are generally so much despised that their lives are rendered 
miserable. 

When a man falls sick it devolves upon his brother to call in the 
medicine-man, and also to invite the friends to the house of sickness, 
and provide them with tobacco to smoke. The house is thus generally 
full of sympathising Indians, with smoke, and the noise of the 
medicine-man's performances. Should the sick man die, the body is 
generally enclosed in a sitting posture in a nearly square cedar box, 
which is made for the purpose by all the Indians conjointly; or, if 
they do not wish to make it, they subscribe to purchase from some 
one of their number a suitable box. The coffin-box being the same in 
shape as those used for ordinary domestic purposes, there is generally 
no difficulty in securing one. In either case the brother, or other 
near relative of the deceased, makes a potlateh, or distribution of 
property, to repay the others for their labour or expense. 
Entombmenj. I* «• ^^^n of oixlinary reputation only, dies, his body (tl-kd-dd) is put 
at once into the coffin-box (sa-tUng-un), and is then stored away in the 
tomb-house {sa-tUng-un-nai)^ which is generally a little, covered shed 
behind the house, or in the immediate neighbourhood of the village. 
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This tomb is also made by the combined labour of the men of the 
village and paid for in the same way as in the case of the coffin-box. 
In it may be placed but a single body, or two or more — those of rela- 
tives. Should the dead have been a man of great importance, or a Burial oustonw 
chief, the box containing the body is placed in the house inhabited 
daring life, the other occupants finding quarters elsewhere as best 
they can. The clothes and other articles of property of the dead man 
are arranged about him, and he sits in state thus for perhaps a year, 
no one removing ajiy of the things. Indians from another village, 
however, may come to see the body, and do so. The body once 
consigned to the tomb-house is now left there, but it was formerly the 
custom in the case of chiefs to open the tomb from time to time and 
provide the body with fresh blankets or robes. This is said never to 
have been done to the bodies of the less important membei's of the 
tribe, and to have been long in disuse ; it is a common practice among 
the Salish Indians of the interior of British Columbia. Both among 
the Haidas and Tshimsians the dead were also formerly burnt as an 
occasional or not unfrequent practice. In this case the ashes were 
collected and put in a box. This is never now done, but numerous 
instances occurred in the last generation. 

After the body has been entombed it becomes necessary sooner or Monumental 
later, if the deceased has been a ponson of any importance in the tribe, ^^ 
to erect a carved post. The Indians again collect for this purpose, 
and are repaid by a distribution of property, made by the brother of 
the deceased or other relative to whom his estate has come down as 
next in order of descent. The post erected, though sometimes equally 
ponderous with the can-ed posts of the houses, is not generally 
so elaborate. In many cases it consists of a plain upright, tapering 
slightly towards the lower end, or that inserted in the ground, 
while the upper beai*s a broad boaixi, on which some design is cai-ved 
or painted, or -any * coppers ' formerly belonging to the dead man 
are attached. 

The custom of placing the bodies of the dead in canoes, which may 
either rest on the ground or be fixed in a tree, does not obtain among 
the Haidas, nor did I see any instance of the use of trees as receptacles 
of coffin-boxes, as practised among several other tribes of the coast. 

The brother of the deceased inherits his property, or should there jjj^eritanoe. 
be no brother, a nephew, or the sister, or, failing all these, the mother. 
Occasionally some distant male relative may be adopted as a new son 
by the mother, and be made heir to the property'-. The wife may in 
some cases get a small share. As soon as the body has been enclosed 
in the coffin-box, and not before, the brother or other heir takes 
possession. When it can be amicably arranged, he also inherits the 
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wife of the dead man, but should he be already married, the nephew 
or other relative on whom the succession would next devolve is 
supposed to marry the relict. Should there be no relative to maiTy 
her, she may be mai*ried again to any other man. 

A single system of totems (Haida, kwalla) extends throughout the 
different tribes of the Haidas, Kaiganes, Tshirasians and neighbouring 
peoples. The whole community is divided under the different totems, 
and the obligations attaching to totem are not confined by tribal or 
national limits. The totems found among these peoples are designated 
by the eagle^ wolf, croic, black bear and fin-whale (or killer). The 
two last-named are united, so that but four clans are counted in all. 
The Haida names for these are, in oixier, koot^ koo-Ji, kit-si-naka and 
5xfl-ww-x«. The membei"s of the different totems are generally pretty 
equally distributed in each tribe. Those of the same totem are all 
counted as it were of one family, and the chief bearing of the system 
appeal's to be on marriage. No one may many in his or her own 
totem, whether within or without their own tribe or nation. A 
person of any particular totem may, however, maiTy one of any other 
indifferently. The children follow the totem of the mother, save in 
some very exceptional cases, when a child newly bom may be given 
to the father's sister to suckle. This is done to strengthen the totem 
of the father when its number has become reduced. The child is then 
spoken of as belonging to the aunt, but after it attains a certain age 
may be returned to the real mother to bring up. 

An Indian on arriving at a strange village, where he may apprehend 
hostility, would look for a house indicated by its carved post as 
belonging to his totem, and make for it. The master of the house 
coming out, may if he likes make a dance in honour of his visitor, but 
in any case protects him from all injury. In the same way, should an 
Indian be captured as a slave by some warlike expedition, and brought 
into the village of his captors, it behoves any one of his totem, either 
man or woman, to present themselves to the captors, and singing a 
certain sacred song, offer to redeem the captive. Blankets and other 
property are given for this purpose. Should the slave be given up, 
the redeemer sends him back to his tribe, and the relatives pay the 
redeemer for what he has expended. Should the captoi^s refuse to 
give up the slave for the property offered, it is considered rather 
disgraceful to them. This at least is the custom pursued in regaixi to 
captives included in the same totem system as themselves by the 
Tshimsians, and it is doubtless identical or very similar among the 
Haidas, though no sj^ecial information on this subject was obtained 
from them. 

Tattooing, as already mentioned, is universal among the Haidas, 
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the legs, arms and breaste boing generally thus ornamonted. Among 
the TshimsianB it is occastonBlly practised. The design is in all cases 
the tot«m-crest of the bearer. 

The atrictnesH of the custom of payment for pi-ivileges granted, and 
repayment for losses or injuries sustained, almost necessitated the 
definition of acuirency of some kind. Among most of the coast tribes Cmrwiw. 
the dental inm shell was prized, but not so much a« a means of exchange shslto. 
among themselves as for bai-ter with the Indians of the iuterior. By 
the Haidas the dontalium is called hco-tsing, but as these people were 
by their position debarred from the ti-ado with the interior, it was 
probably never of so great value with them. It is still sometimes 
worn in ornaments, bnt has disappeared as a medium of exchange. 
Another article of pui-ely conventional value, 
and serving aa money, Ib the 'copper.' This is'Coppu*.' 
piece of native metal beaten out into a flat sheet, 
and made to take the form illustrated in the 
margin. These arc not made by the Iluidus, — 
nor indeed is the native metal known to exist 
in the islands, — but are imported as articles of 
great worth fi-om the CfUUkat country, north 
of Sitka. Much attention is paid to the size 
and make of the copper, which should be of 
uniform but not too gi-eat thickness, and give 
foi-th a good sound when struck with the hand. 
At the present time spurious cop]>ers have come into circulation, and 
though these are easily deloctod by an expert, the value of the copper 
has become somewhat reduced, and is often more nominal than real. 
Formerly ten slaves were paid for n good copper, as a usual price, now 
they are valued at from forty to eighty blankets. 

The blanket is now, however, the recognised currency, not onlyBt»nk«u 
among the Haidas, but generally along the coast. It takes, the place 
of the beaver-skin currency of the interior of British Columbia and the 
North-west Terriloi-y. The blankets used in ti'ade aie distinguished by 
points, or murks on Ihe edge, woven into their texture, the best being 
foui'-jKiint, the smallest and poorest one-point. The acknowledged 
unit of value is a single two-and-a-half- point blanket, now worth a 
little over $1.50. Everything is refeiTcd to this unit, oven a lai-ge 
four-point blanket is said to he worth so many blankets. The Iludson 
Bay (Company, at their posts, and other traders, not infrequently buy 
in blankets, taking them — when in good condition — from tlie Indians 
as money, and selling them out again as required. 
Blankele are carefblly stowed away in lai-ge boxes, neatly folded. 
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A man of property may have several hundred. The practice of 
amassing wealth in blankets, no doubt had its origin in an eai'lier 
one of accumulating the sea-otter and fur-seal robes, which stood in 
the place of blankets in former days. This may help to explain the 
rich harvest of these skins which the first traders to the Queen 
Charlotte Islands gathered. 

Besides the payments already mentioned, as exacted from a stranger 
wishing to fish or gather berries in the territory of another, the 
Tshimsian Indians, who sometimes resort to the southern end of 
the islands to hunt the sea-otter, are forced to pay the neighbouring 
tribe for the privilege, though the chase is carried on on the open sea. 
Certain men, too, supposed to be specially skilled in various kinds of 
work, are regularly paid for their sei-vices. This is expressly the case 
with workers in wood and those competent to carve and paint the 
peculiar posts. 

Oolachen grease, bought from the Tshimsians, is paid for in blankets, 
while a return trade in canoes — in the making of which the Haidas 
excel — is conducted on the same basis. 

While at Cumshewa Inlet, we witnessed the arrival of some Tshim- 
sian Indians who had come in canoes loaded with oolachen grease, 
hoping to sell it to the Haidas. Veritable merchants, ready if they 
find no mai'ket here, to go on to the next village. The sky was just 
losing the glow of sunset when the two canoes were seen coming round 
the point. The Haidas, looking attentively at them, pronounced them 
Tshimsians, and proved to be correct. The greater number of the 
occupants of the canoes were women, all fairly well dressed, and 
wearing clean blankets to make a good appearance on their arrival 
among strangers. The faces of some of them, covered with a nearly 
black coat of gum and gi^ease. had a wild aspect, which was rendered 
rather comical, however, by the various and inappropriate nature of 
the hats and caps — all of civilized patterns — which they wore. Each 
of the canoes has a couple of masts, to which the light sails are now 
tightly clewed up, but from the foremost canoe floats a wide strip of 
red bunting. The paddles are dipped with a slow, monotonous persis- 
tency indicative of the close of a long day's work, and they tell us they 
have only slept twice since leaving Kit-katla. Arrived at the beach 
opposite the Ilaida village, the canoes are stranded, and the villagei's 
crowd round to render assistance. The bark boxes holding the 
precious grease are carefully set in the water, beside the canoes. 
Kettles, mats, paddles and all the varied articles of the travelling 
outfit are candied ashore. The canoes are hauled up by united exer- 
tion, the boxes of grease carefully carried beyond high-water mark, 
and covered with brush; and in half an hour, the travelleiv, distributed 
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among the houses of the village, are found at their evening meal. 
Business does not seem to occupy their attention ; they will remain 
here several days to talk about that. 

Arts and Architecture, 

Under this special heading a few points may be taken up, some of 
which have already been incidentally referred to in general terms. 

The primitive sea-otter or seal skin cloak of the Haidas has already 
been descnbed in extracts quoted from old authors, together with the 
dressed skin undershirt (p. 106, B), while of the armour of skin and split 
sticks little can now be learnt. The naxiriy or dancing shawls made by Dancing 
the Tshimsians, so much prized, and have been described, and the 
head-dress worn at the same time with the naxin mentioned. This 
consists essentially of a small, nearly flat mask (one in my possession 
is 6 inches long by 5f wide, and is represented in Fig. 4), fixed to an 
erection of cedar bark, feathers, &c., in such a manner as to stand 
erect above the forehead of the woman. At the back depends a train, 
which may be made of cloth, but should have ermine skins sewn on 
it. These masks are frequently well carved to represent a human 
face not unpleasant in expression, and have the teeth and eyes formed 
of inlaid Haliotis shell. 

On ordinary occasions a head-covering is usually dispensed with, Basket-work 
unless it be some old hat of European style. The women, never- 
theless, make, and oocasionly wear, the peculiar basket-work hats 
common on the coast. These have the form of a rather obtuse cone, 
of which the sides are hollowed and the apex truncated. They are 
generally ornamented by painting in black, blue or red, in the 
conventional style common among these people. The feet are almost 
invariably bare. 

Leggins ornamented with puffin beaks have been roftsrred to as ornamenta of 
occasionally adopted as a part of the dancing costume. A species of '**^°°""* 
castinet or rattle (one of which is represented in Fig. 25,) is also made 
from these for use in dancing. Each beak is threaded to a thin strip 
of sinew, and they are then attached at short intervals to the circum- 
ference of each of a couple of thin wootlen hoops, the diameter of the 
larger of which may be 8 or 9 inches; of the smaller a little loss. A 
cross-bar connects the two hoops, and being held in the hand, a slight 
motion in rotation being imparted by the wrist, causes the dry, horny 
beaks to rattle together. 

Masks are to be found in considerable numbei's in all the villages, Masks. 
and though I could hear that they were employed in a single dance 
only, it is probable that there may be other occasions for their use. 
The masks may be divided into two classes — the first, those which 



I 



138 B 



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OP CANADA. 



Haman and 
bird masks. 



I 



Rattles. 



represent human faces, the second those representing bird"?. Figures 
1, 2 and 3 represent the first class, Fig. 5 the second. They are carved 
in wood. Those of the first class are usually large enough amply to 
cover the face. In some cases they are very neatly made, generally 
to represent an ordinary Indian type of face without any grotesque 
idea. The relief of the work is generally a little lower than in nature. 
Straps of leather, fastened to the sides of the mask, are provided to 
go round the head of the wearer, or a small loop of cedar-bark string 
is fixed in the hollow side of the mask, to be grasped by the teeth. 
The top of the forehead is usually fringed with down, hair or feathers. 
The eyes are pierced to enable the wearer to look out, and the mouth 
is also often cut through, though sometimes solid, and representing 
teeth. Grotesque masks are also made in this style, but none were 
observed to have a smiJing or humourous expression. The painting 
of the masks is, according to tast€, in bars and lines, or the peculiai* 
curved lines with eye-like ovals found so frequently in the designs 
of the coast Indians. The painting of the two sides of the face is 
rarely symmetrical, a circumstance not arising from any want of 
skill, but intentionally brought about. Of the second class of masks, 
representing bii-ds, there are various kinds. One obtained at the Klue 
Village had a beak ^yo or six feet long projecting from the centre 
of a mask not much unlike those above described. The beak was 
painted red, and the whole evidently intended to represent the oyster- 
catcher common on the coast. Another mask represents the head oi a 
puffin, (Fig. 5) and is very well modelled. It is too small within, 
however, to allow the head to enter, and must have been worn fixed 
to the top of the head. 

Rattles are also used chiefly in dancing. These arc of two principal 
typos. First and most usual are plain spheroidal or oval rattles, gene- 
rally considerably flattened in shape. They are carved in wood with 
great neatness, the wood being sometimes reduced to a uniform and 
very small thickness throughout. Each is made in two pieces, which 
are fixed together generally by small threads of sinew passed through 
holes in their edges. Small round pebbles from the beach are place<l 
within. The representation of a human face, which may be plain or 
coloured, according to the maker's taste, is general 1}' found on each 
side of these rattles, though some are almost entirely plain. Eattles 
of this sort are represented in figures 16 and 17. The second species 
of rattle is much more elaborate in form, is highly prized, and appar- 
ently used only by persons of some distinction. These are made in 
the form of a bird, the handle being in a position corresponding with 
the bird's tail. Accessory carving of a very elaborate character is 
sometimes found on these rattles, which can scarcely be described at 
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length here, hut is shown in Fig. 26. They are generally carefully 
painted with red, blue and other colours. Eattles in other forms are 
also found ; one was seen to resemble a killer whale, with a greatly 
exaggerated back fin. (Fig. 19.) 

A carved stick is sometimes held in the hand in dancing, and struck Baton. 
upon the floor in time with the motion of the feet. Several of those 
which I have seen are about five feet in length, and are carved much 
in the style of the posts which are set up in fi'ont of the houses. 
Figures of men and conventionalized representations of animals appear 
to be seated one above another up the length of the stick. 

A small apparatus held in the mouth to produce a peculiar noise 
"when dancing, has been mentioned in connection with that custom on 
a former page. One which I obtained consisted of a wooden tube 
roughly oval in section, three-quartei's of an inch in greatest width, 
with a length of an inch and a quarter. This is composed of twovibratinR 
pieces tied together with a strip of bark, and within it are placed two 
vibrating pieces, each composed of two flat pieces of wood or reed tied 
together. In a box in one of the old houses in Parry Passage several 
Buch cells were found fitted in trumpet-shaped tubes about a foot in 
length made of cedar wood, each being composed of two pieces. 

In describing the performance of the medicine-men ^p. 123 B.) a Medicine- 
peculiar charm, or implement by which the departing soul may be™*°*® ™* 
caught and perhaps replaced, was referred to. This is made from a 
piece of bone, which from its size and general shape might be part of 
a human femur, but may possibly be that of a bear. This bone is 
pai*ed down so as to have an almost perfectly symmetrical form, the 
ends being somewhat more expanded than the middle. A human face, 
often grotesque, ornaments the centre of one side, the remainder 
of a human figure being sometimes canned so as to extend round over 
the back in a more or less cramped attitude. The ends are slit, the 
slit in each instance passing through both sides of the bone, and repre- 
senting the mouth of a creature the eyes and nosti-ils of which are 
rudely indicateil in a conventional manner above. The upper side of 
the bone is pierced by a couple of holes for its suspension over the 
breast by a string which passes round the neck. A few small holes, 
probably for the attachment of tassels or othei- little ornaments are some- 
times made in the lower side. Some examples are neatly inlaid with 
fragments of haliotis shell. The dimensions of two good specimens 
are, No. 1 — Length 6f inches; vertical diameter in centre, 1 inch, 
horizontal diameter, f inch; vertical diameter at ends, 1} inch; hori- 
zontal diameter at one end, 1 inch, at the other, J inch; depth of slit 
at ends, IJ; inches. No. 2 — the dimensions in the same order, TJ; 
Ij J) Ifi Ij ii IJ inches. The first of these is that represented in 
figure 28. 
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B«ne oma- Bono pins, more or less carefully carved, are used by the medicine- 

men to secure the knot into which they tie up their hair ; and pieces 
of bone carved to represent whales, birds, human figures, or combina- 
tions of these are not un frequently found, though now seldom worn. 
They served formerly for ornaments, some of the smaller being proba- 
bly ear-rings. 

Speaking doU. A peculiai' and very ingenious speaking doll was obtained at Skide- 
gate. This did not seem to be a mere toy, but was looked upon as a 
thing of worth, and had previously been used, in all probability, as an 
impressive mystery. It consisted of a small wooden head, 3^ inches 
high by 2J inches wide and 2 inches deep from back to front, composed 
of two pieces of wood hollowed till quite thin, and the front one carved 
to represent a grotesque face, with a large round open mouth with 
projecting lips. The two wooden pieces had then been neatly joined, 
a narrow slit only remaining within the neck, and sei^ving for the 
passage of air, which then impinging on a sharp edge at the back 
of the cavity representing the mouth, makes a hollow whistling sound. 
To the neck is tied the orifice of a bladder, which is filled with some 
loose elastic substance, probably coarse grass or bark. On squeezing 
the bladder sharply in the hand a note is produced, and on relaxing 
the pressure the air iTins back silently, enabling the sound to be made 
as frequently as desired. 

Dishes and Most of the Ordinary household utensils are made of wood, or rather 

▼essols 

it may be said were so made, for at the present day tin and cheap 
earthenware dishes are rapidly superseding those of native manufac- 
ture. Several distinct types of wooden dishes may be distinguished, and 
these appear to have been followed by the maker with little variation 
except in the detail of ornamentation. One form, used to hold berries 
and other food, is a tray of oblong outline, the length being about one 
and one-third times the width, and the depth comparatively small. 
These are cut out of solid wood, the edge being slightly undercut 
within, and the bottom within rounded though externally angular. 
The outer ends are generally the sides occasionally ornamented by 
incised carving or painting. The edge is frequently, in the better 
examples, set with a row of the strong, calcareous opercula of Packy- 
poma gihherosum. These trays are often ten feet or more in length 
(Fig. 31). Another very favourite form (represented in Fig. 20) may 
be said to be boat-shaped, the hollow of the dish being oval in outline, 
but provided at the ends with prow-like wooden projections which serve 
as handles. One of these is generally carved to represent the head of 
an animal, the otiier the tail and hind legs. These dishes are seldom 
more than eight or ten inches in length, and curve upwards from the 
middle toward the ends. Another form is oblong in outline, but nearly 
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as doop as wide. Seldom more than about fifteen inches in length. The 
bottom in the larger of these vessels is frequently a separate flat piece 
of wood neatly joined. One end of many of thouo dishes is carved to 
represent the head of a beaver or other animal, while the other carries 
a representation of the legs and tail (Figs. 30 and 32). Other carvings 
may ornament the sides. This form is sometimes varied in the smaller 
sizes by making the vertical profile of the longer edges correspond to a 
graceful curve instead of keeping to one plane. Another modification 
of this type is found in a dish to one end of which a broad, flat expan- 
sion carved to represent the tail of a bird is fixed, while the head 
projects fi-om the opposite end. The bird is represented as lying on 
its back when the dish is in its proper position, the hollow being made 
apparently in the bird's breast. One of these is represented in Fig. 33. 
Very large dishes are still occasionally, and were formerly frequently Large wooden 
made for use, in feasts given by chiefs, &c. One of these had a general trooghfl! 
form like that of the first described kind of dish, but was nearly square, 
the sides being 3 feet 8 inches. It was composed of four side pieces 
and a bottom piece neatly pegged together, while the edge was 
sun'ounded by a double row of opercula. Another form seen in one of 
the old houses on Parry Passage is a parallel-sided trough six or eight 
feet long, with a head carved at one end, a tail and pair of swimming 
feet at the other, the whole being supposed to represent a sea-lion. 
Still another pattern was found in a shallow, gracefully shaped tray 
5 feet 6 inches long, and about one-third as wide. The ends of this 
were obtusely pointed and overhung, while above, a flat space between 
each extremity and the end of the hollow within, bore a complicated 
pattern in incised lines. 

The stone mortars already mentioned as having been employed in the stone mortan^ 
preparation of the native tobacco, now seem to be little if at all 
used for any purpose. They are generally circular in outline and 
without ornamentation, being in some cases very roughly made. 
Other examples are ornamented by carving. A plain circular mortar 
of rather greater size than usual was found to have a width of 
9 J, a heigh th of 6^, and an internal depth of 4^ inches. A second 
{Fig. 15), cai*ved externally to represent a frog had, disregarding 
the projecting points of the carving, the following dimensions, in 
the same order as above, — 6J ; 5^ ; 3^ inches. One moi tar of an 
oval form, with projecting carved ends, was seen (Fig. 11). It repre- 
sents a frog or some large-mouthed kind of fish like a cottus, but the 
design is complicated by the introduction of a human face near what 
should the hinder end of the animal. The extreme length of this mor- 
tar is 16i inches, the width at the middle 8 inches tapering a little 
from the head to the tail, and the height at the middle, which is 
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slightly lower than the ends, 5J inches. The dimeusions of the interior 
hollow of this mortar arc 8 by 5|, an 3J inches deep. Another 
stone utensil obtained at Skidegate is a dish for preparing paint. 
This is 6 inches long by 2^ wide, in external dimensions, with a trough- 
shaped bowl 4J by If inches, in which the paint has evidently been 
ground by rubbing from end to end with a second stone. When laid 
with the hollow side downward, the exterior is found to be carved to 
represent some animal, probably a frog, in a constrained squatting atti- 
tude. The carved side is repi e&ented in Fig. 12. 

Shells, especially those of the large mussel are frequently used as 
spoons and small dishes. A very handsome dish, with an oval outline, 
is also made from part of the larger end of the horn of the mountain 
sheep. This is probably softened by steaming, and forced into a 
symmetrical shape, then pared down thin and carved externally. Fig. 
18 represents one of these. The mountain sheep horns, with those of 
the mountain goat, are obtained in barter with the Tshimsians and 
other Indians of the mainland, neither of the animals occuring in the 
Queen Charlotte Islands. 

Large serviceable ladles are also made from the mountain sheep 
horns, the lower part of the horn being widened to form an ample 
bowl, and the upper straightened out to produce the handle. One 
of these of the larger soi't measures from the end of the handle to the 
point of the bowl, round its convex surface, 2 feet 3J inches. The bowl 
itself is 8J inches long by 6 inches wide, and 2 J deep. (Fig. 6.) The 
spoons in ordinary use are six or seven inches long with large flat 
bowls, made in a single piece from the horn of the mountain goat. 
The handle maj' be carved to icpresent a human or other form. An- 
other kind much prized and cared for, is made by attaching a bowl of the 
usual form, made from a piec-e of mountain slieep or goat horn, to the 
wider extremity of an entire horn of the mountain goat by a couple of 
rivets. The goat horn, retaining its natural curve, is then elaborately 
carved with human or other ligures, according to the taste of the 
maker. Such spoons may bo about a foot in length. (Fig. 27.) 

Knives of all sorts are now in use, but some ingenuit}' is shown in 
adapting old bladts to new handles, manufacturing knives from files, 
and so on. A knife used in cuttini;- up li^h is made by fixing one edge 
of a thin square or oblong piece of iron in a cylindrical or flattened 
piece of wood of slightly greater length. This has thus the form of a 
small mincing knife. 

The boxes in which most of the goods and chattels of the household 
are packed away arc made after a uniform plan. A small one 
measured 207^ inches high by 15 square. The sides are made of a 
single wide thin piece of cedar, which is bent three times at a right 
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angle, with very little appearance of breaking at the comers, and 
pegged together at the fourth angle. The bottom is made of a sepur 
rate piece of wood. The cover is cut out of a solid slab. It rests by a 
shoulder on the ledge of the box, and expands slightly upward, so 
that the upper sui'face of that of the box above mentioned and repre- 
sented in Fig. 29 is neai'ly 17 inches square. These boxes are generally 
decorated externally by designs in black and dull red paint, and are 
carefully corded with cedar-bark rope, which is so arranged as to jneet 
and tie over the top of the cover when desired. 

Mats, of an oblong form, and plaited rather than woven, from strips Matp. 
of cedar bark, constitute a great part of the household furniture. 
They vary much in texture, and may be either of the natural brownish 
or yellowish colour or diversified by black bands. 

One-handed adzes, with the blade fixed at an acute angle to the Adzes, 
handle, are very commonly used. (Fig. 14.) The blade is often an 
old broad file, sharpened at the end. These, no doubt, replace those of 
stone of a former day. A few of the stone adze-heads are still to be Stone acUep. 
found about the houses, and are very well shaped, and different in 
form from any I have elsewhere seen. One of those is represented in 
figui'e 13. The head somewhat resembles a poll pick in shape, being 
square in section near the front, but oblong towards the head owing to 
the increasing breadth, the thickness from side to side remaining the 
same or nearly so. Near the head, one of the smaller sides is carved 
into one or two saddle-like hollows to receive the properly shaped end 
of the handle, which was no doubt lashed firmly to the stone with 
sinew or bark. The lateral surfaces are sometimes grooved from the 
head downward for one-third or more of the total length. The 
dimensions of some specimens are as follows : — 

No. 1.— Length, 1' 1". Breadth, 2". Thickuese, 1 ,V inchen. 
No. 2.~ " H". « 2'f. " • If". 

No. 3.~ « 8" (about) " 2". '^ 1 A"- 

The measurements are merely averages, as the sides are not. gene- 
rally strictly parallel, but slope more or less towards the ends. The 
material of these tools appears to be a matter of indilference, as I have 
seen them made of hard altered igneous rocks like those so common in 
the country, of a hard sandy argillite, and of the peculiar greenish 
jade which the natives of some other parts of the province prize so 
highly. This latter material is not, accoi*ding to the Haidas, found in 
the islands, but has occasionally been obtained in the course of trade. 

Large stone hammers are still in use for driving home wedges and Hammors. 
similar operations. No stone arrow-heads were found, and it is pixj- 
bable that these people, before they were acquainted with iron, used 
bone only for this purpose. 
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¥ar-seai spear. Spears and hari>oon8 were doubtless in former times made of bone, 
like those found in the shell heaps of Vancouver Island. At the 
present day iron has been substituted. A species of harpoon is used 
in the chase of the fur seal. It is generally made by the Haidas them- 
selves from an old flat file. The extremity is sharpened to a blade-like 
point, which is succeeded by a series of barbs on eacli side, sharply 
thrown backward. The butt of the file is bored through, and a loop of 
strong copper wire fixed to it so as to move freely. To this is attached 
a strong cord of plaited sinew, to the extremity of which a bladder or 
float is affixed. When in use, the butt end of the iron head is fixed in 
a socket in the extremity of a long, light cedar pole, but easily detaches 
itself when it is driven into the animal. The head of the harpoon 
generally fits into a wooden sheath made of two pieces fixed together 
with bark lashing. 

.Salmon ipear. The head of the salmon spear consists of a sharp blade-like iron tip 
to the base of which two pointed pieces of horn are lashed, the lashing 
being thickly covered with spruce gum so as to offer no impediment 
to the whole entering the fish. The length of the blade, with the horn 
barbs, is about four inches. Between the pieces of horn fits the sharp- 
ened end of a piece of wood, 7J inches long, which increases gradually 
in size till at its inner extremity it forms a flat leaf-shaped expansion, 
which fits into a hollow of similar form in the end of a long light cedar 
pole. The end of the pole is served with bark to prevent its splitting, 
and the iron-tipped head is made fast to the intermediate wooden piece, 
and that to the end of the pole by strong strings. When plunged in 
the fish, the loose wooden piece no doubt first comes out from the end 
of the pole, and with a slight increase of strain it comes away from 
the barbed head, which thus practically remains fixed to the end of the 
pole by a foot or eighteen inches of coid. 

Fi3h-hook«. The fish hook is made substantially after the pattern general on the 

west coast, but owing to the want of the yew, it has not the same 
graceful shape with that of the Ahts and Makah Indians. In its primi- 
tive form, among the Haidas, it consists either of a forked branch, of 
suitable size, or of two pieces of wood lashed together so as to make 
an acute angle with each other. To the upper piece, about the middle, 
is fixed the string for the suspension of the whole, to the free or outer 
end of the lower piece a pointed bone is lashed so as to project obliquely 
backward, reaching to within a short distance of the upper piece. The 
bone is now, however, generally replaced by an iron point, and in some 
cases the whole hook is fiishioned out of a piece of thin iron rod, bent 
round and sharpened (Fig. 9). This hook is more particularly used in 
halibut fishing. A large sized one in wood (Fig. 10) measures 10 inches 
in length, with a distance of five and a half inches between the divergent 
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«onds of the two pieces of which it is made. When in use, a carved 
wooden float is flxed about a foot from the hook, and a short distance 
further up the line a large stone sinker. The whole being lowered pioat and 
to the bottom till the stone comes to rest, the small float drifts out"^ *'* 
with the tide, and keeps the hook below it at a short distance from the 
bottom. The wooden parts of the hooks and the floats are sometimes 
rudely carved. A second form of hook differs slightly from the first, 
in being formed of a piece of thin iron i*od, bent round in a continuous 
curve of an oval form, but of which the upper side has been somewhat 
displaced so as to allow the passage of the lip of the fish within the 
recurved point. These hooks are often made small, and used in catch- 
ing flounders and such fish. 

In the small rivers the salmon are generally caught in fish traps or wien. 
wiers. A wier of split sticks being fixed completely across the river, 
cylindrical baskets made of the same matenal, with an orifice formed 
of sticks converging inward, sei^ves to enti*ap the fish ; or in other 
cases, flat frames are placed in such a position that the fish in endeavor- 
ing to surmount the wier by leaping falls into them. 

The canoes of the Indians of the west coast are similar in typecanoei. 
through all the tribes, but differ considerably in detail of shape and 
size. They are made from the giant cedar (Thuja giganted)^ the wood 
of which is light, durable and easily worked, but apt to split parallel to 
the grain« This constitutes the greatest danger to the Indian canoes 
in rough weather, especially when they are heavily laden. Among the 
Haidas two patterns of canoes are found. In the first and most com- 
monly used, the stern projects backwards, sloping slightly upward, and 
foi*ming a long spur, while it is flattened to an edge below. The bow 
also curves upwaixi, but has no spui*, the cutwater forming a regular 
«uiTe. These canoes (represented on the beach in Plate I) are fre- 
quently thirty or thirty-five feet long. The second pattern is that of 
the larger canoes, intended for longer voyages. In these both bow and 
6tern are provided with a strong spur sloping upward, and generally 
scarfed to the main body of the canoe. The canoes are often about 
forty feet long, with a corresponding beam, and were in former days 
not infrequently constructed to cary forty men besides much baggage. 
With the exception of the bow and stern pieces, each canoe is made 
from a single log, which is roughly shaped out where the tree is cut, 
afterwai'ds floated to a permanent village, and finished at odd houra, 
duidng the winter months. The lines of the canoes are very fine, the 
requisite amount of beam being given to them by steaming with water 
and hot stones, and the insertion of thwarts. They are smoothed out- 
side and blackened, while inside they generally bear fine and regular 

tool marks from end to end. The Haidas ai'e great canoe makers, and 
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annually take over a large number of canoes to Port Simpson and 
the Nasse, which are sold, or exchanged there for oolachen grease or 
other comodities. The canoe paddles are usually made of cedar or the 
yellow cypress. Balers for the canoes are generally cut out of wood 
in the form of a scoop, with handle behind (Fig. 7) or made from a 
piece of cedar bark gathered up at the ends in a fan shape, with a stick 
secured across the top. 

Various particulars concerning the manner of the Haidas in living 
in villages and the houses which the}' construct have already been 
given. The houses are placed with their gable-ends to the beach, 
which constitutes the street, the roof sloping down at a moderate 
angle on each side, with a projecting oblong * lantern * or erection in 
the centre intended for the escape of the smoke, and fitted with a 
movable shutter which may be set against the wind. The houses are 
oblong or nearly square, and are often- from 40 to 50 feet in length of 
side, and erected to accommodate a great number of people. The 
older and better built houses are almost invariably partly sunk in the 
ground. That is to say, the ground has been excavated to a depth of 
six or eight feet in a square area in the centre of the house, with one 
or two large steps running round the sides. A small square of bare 
earth is left in the centre below the smoke-hole, the rest of the floor 
being generally covered with split cedar planks. The steps which run 
round the sides are faced and covered above by large hewn slabs of 
ceda», and serve not only for sleeping and lounging places, but as the 
depositary of all sorts of boxes and packages of property belonging to 
the family. Some of the houses stand on the sui*face of the ground 
without any excavation. S?he pattern of the house itself is maintained 
with little variation in all parts of the islands, and has doubtle^^s been 
handed down from time immemorial. The first process is to plant 
firmly in the ground four stout posts of sufficient height at each end. 
These arc called kwul-skuy-it, and arc intended to bear four large beams 
which run from front to back of the house, and are called Tsan-skoo- 
ka-da. The heads of the posts are hollowed to receive the horizontal 
beams, which, with the posts, are circulai' in section. The longitudinal 
beams do not project beyond the posts which bear them, and in front 
of them at each end is a frame composed of large flat beams, which 
siip])ort the edge of the roof and the hewn planks of the front of the 
house. There are generally four flat upright beams, one in front of 
each of the main upright i>osts before described. These support a pair 
of beams which have the same slope with the roof, and are channelled 
below to receive the upper ends of the hewn boards which close the 
front of the house. These beams are called kiwatl-ka. The two 
upright beams nearest the centre ki-stang-o, the outer kwuh-ki-stung. 
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The dimensions of the house representc<i in plan and elevation in Dimengione of 
figures 35 and 36, of size rather greater than usual, in the Kung ^"*®* 
Indian Village, Virago Sound, were found to be as follows : — Breadth 
of front of house, 54' 6" ; depth, from front to back, 47' 8" ; height of 
ridge of roof, 16' 6" ; height of eaves, 10' 8" ; girth of main vertical 
posts and horizontal beams, 9' 9" j width of outer upright beams, 1 
10"; thickness, about 5"; width of upper sloping beams, 2' 7"' 
thickness, 5" ; width of carved post in front of house, 3' 10". 

A second, and not unusual, stylo of house has only a single frame, 
consisting of four vertical flattened posts at each end, supporting 
sloping beams. The outer supporting posts are generally morticed 
out, and the outer ends of the sloping beams passed thi'ough them. 
Stout beams flattened on the lower side, and generally three in number 
on each side, are then made to rest on the sloping beams, and bear 
above them the cedar planking of the roof, held- in place by stones 
heaped upon it, or by small beams laid over them above. 

In a passage quoted by Mr. J. G. Swan in the Smithsonian Con tri- Description of 
butious to Knowledge, No. 267, Marchand (1791, see page 11 B.)chand. ^ ^ 
describes the houses on North Island in the following tenns: — 
" The form of these habitations is that of a regular parallelogram, 
from forty-five to fifty feet in front, by thirty-five in depth. Six, 
eight, or ten posts, cut and planted in the ground at each front, form 
the enclosui'e of a habitation, and are fastened together by planks ten 
inches in width, by three or four in thickness, which are solidly joined 
to the posts by tenons and mortices ; the enclosures, six or seven feet 
high, are surmounted by a roof, a little sloped, the summit of w^hich is 
raised from ten to twelve feet above the ground. These enclosures 
and the roofing are faced with planks, each of which is about two feet 
wide. In the middle of the roof is made a large, square opening, which 
aflbrds, at once, both entrance to the light, and issue to the smoke. 
There are also a few small windows open on the sides. These houses 
have two storys, although one only is visible, the second is undergi'ound, 
or rather its upper part or ceiling is even with the surface of the place 
in which the posts are driven. It consists of a cellar about five feet in 
depth, dug in the inside of the habitation, at the distance of six feet 
from the walls throughout the whole of the circumference. The descent 
to it is by three or four steps made in the platform of earth which is 
reserved between the foundations of the walls and the cellar ; and the.se 
steps of eOkPth, well beaten, are cased with planks, which prevent the 
soil from falling in. Beams laid across, and covered with thick planks, 
form the upper floor of this subterraneous story, which preserves fi'om 
moisture the upper story, whose floor is on a level with the ground* 
This cellar is the winter habitation." 
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This description is substantially accurate, and so detailed that it is 
scarcely likely to be erroneous in regaixi to the division by a floor of 
the excavated portion of the interior of the house from that above the 
level of the ground. I have not seen this arrangement, however, in 
any of the houses now existing on the islands. 

The peculiar carved pillars which have been generally referred to as 
cai'ved posts are broadly divided into two classes, known as kexen and 
xcit One of the fonner stands at the front of every house, and through 
the base, in most instances, the oval hole seizing as a door passes. 
The latter are posts erected in memory of the dead. 
Doorway poets. The kexen are generally from 30 to 50 feet in height, with a width 
of three feet or more at the base, and tapering slightly upwai-ds. 
They are hollowed behind in the manner of a trough, to make them 
light enough to be set and maintained in place without much difficulty. 
These posts are generally covered with grotesque figures, closely 
grouped together, from base to summit. They include the totem of 
the owner, and a striking similarity is often appai'ent between the 
posts of a single village. I am unable to give the precise signification 
of the carving of the posts, if indeed it has any such, and the 
forms are illustitited better by the plates than by any description. 
Human figm*es, wearing hats of which the crowns run up in a cylin- 
drical form, and are marked round with constrictions at intervals, 
almost always occur, and either one such figure, or two or three fre- 
quently surmount the end of the post. Comparatively little variation 
from the general type is allowed in the kexen, while in those posts 
erected in memory of the dead, and all I believe called xdt, much 
greater diversity of design obtains. These posts are generally in the 
villages, standing on the narrow boi*der of land between the houses and 
the beacKxbut in no determinate relation to the buildings. A common 
form consists of a stout, plain, upright post, round in section, and 
generally tapering slightly downwards, with one side of the top flat- 
tened and a broad sign-board-like square of hewn cedar planks affixed 
to it. This may be painted, decorated with some raised design, or to 
it may be affixed one of the much prized * coppers ' which has belonged 
to the deceased. In other cases the upright post is carved more or less 
elaborately. Another form consists of a round, upright post with a 
carved eagle at the summit. Still others, carved only at the base, run 
up into a long round post with incised rings at regular intervals. Two 
round posts are occasionally planted near together, with a large hori- 
zontal painted slab between them, or a massive beam, which appears 
in some instances to be excavated to hold the body. These memorial 
posts are generally less in height than the door posts. 

Stone models The carved stone models of posts made by the Skidegale Ilaidas 
of posts. 
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from the rock of Slat© Chuck Creek are generally good representations 
of the kexen. (Several of these are figured by J. G. Swan in the pub- 
lication already referred to.) Plates, flutes, and other carvings made 
from the same stone, though evincing in their manufacture some skill 
and ingenuity, have been produced merely by the demand for such 
things as curiosities by whites. 

The use of copper, and to some extent the method of manufacturing Oopp«r. 
it into various articles by hammering, has been known from time im- 
memorial to most of the Indians of this part of the west coast. The 
metal has probably been for the most part obtained in trade fi-om the 
Indians of the Atna or Copper River in latitude 60° 17'. it is proba- 
bly this familiarity with copper that has enabled the Haidas, with 
other tribes of the coast, so soon to acqui]*e a proficiency in the art of 
working silver and iron in a rough way. 

Traditions and Folk-lore. 

Of stories connected with localities, or accounting for various cir- 
cumstances, there are no doubt very many among the Haidas. Of 
these, such as I have heaixl are given. The fundamental narrative of 
the origin of man, and the beginning of the present state of affairs is 
the most important of their myths. In all its minor details I believe 
it to be con*ect ; that is to say, unaltered from its original traditional 
form. Minor shades of meaning may in some instances be indefinite, 
as it was obtained through the medium of the Chinook, aided by what 
little English my informant was master of. This, as related to me, is 
as follows. — 

Very long ago there was a great flood by which all men and animals Creation mytlb 
were destroyed, with the exception of a single raven. This creature 
was not, however, exactly an ordinary bird, but — as with all animals 
in the old Indian stories — possessed the attributes of a human being to 
a great extent. His coat of feathers, for instance, could be put on or 
taken off at will, like a garment. It is even related in one version of 
the story that he was boi*n of a woman who had no husband, and that 
she made bows and arrows for him. When old enough, with these he 
killed birds, and of their skins she sewed a cape or blanket. The birds 
were the little snow-bird with black head and neck, the large black and 
red, and the Mexican woodpeckers. The name of this being was 
Ne-kil'Stlas. 

When the flood had gone down Ne-kil-stlas looked about, but could Flood, 
find neither companions nor a mate, and became very lonely. At last 
he took a cockle {Cardium NuttalU) from the beach, and marrying it, 
he constantly continued to brood and think earnestly of his wish for 
a companion. By and bye in the shell he heard a very faint cry, like 
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that of a newly born child, which gradually became louder, and at last 
a little female child was seen, which growing by degrees larger and 
larger, was finally married by the raven, and from this union all the 
Indians were produced and the country peopled.* 

Orisin of water. The people, however, had many wants, and as yet had neither fire, 
daylight, fresh water, or the oolachen fish.f These things were all in 
the possession of a great chief or deity called Setlin-ki-jashj who lived 
where the Nasse lliver now is. Water was first obtained in the follow- 
ing manner l>y JVe-kil-stlas. The chief had a daughter, and to her 
Ne-kil'Stlas covertly made love, and became her accepted lover, and 
visited her by night many times unknown to her father. The girl be- 
gan to love Ne-kil-stlas very much, and trust in him, \vhich was what 
he desired ; and at length when he thought the time ripe, he said that 
he was very thirsty and wanted a drink of water. This the girl 
brought him in one of the closely woven baskets in common use. He 
drank only a little, however, and setting the basket down beside him 
he waited till the girl was asleep, when, quickly donning his coat of 
feathers, and lifting the basket in his beak, he flew out by the opening 
made for the smoke in the top of the lodge. He was in great haste, 
fearing to be followed by the people of the chief, A little water fell 
out here and a little there, causing the numerous rivers which are now 
found, but on the Haida country a few drops only, like rain fell, and so 
it is that there are no large streams there to this day. 

Origin of fire. Ne-kil-sltas next wished to obtain fire, which was also in the posses- 
sion of the same powerful being, or chief. He did not dare, however, 
to appear again in the chief's house, nor did the chief's daughter 
longer show him favour. Assuming, therefore, the form of a single 
needle-like leaf of the spruce tree, he floated on the water near the 
house, and when the girl — his former lover — came down to draw water, 
was lifted by her in the vessel she used. The girl drinking the water, 
swallowed, without noticing it, the little leaf, and shortly afterwaitls 
became pregnant, and before long bore a child who was no other than 
the cunning Ne-kil-stlaSy who had thus gained an e^itj-y into the lodge. 
Watching his opportunity, he one day picked up a burning brand, and 
flying out as before by the smoke-hole at the top of the lodge, carried 
it away and spread tire everywhere. One of the first ])laces where he 
set fire, was near the north end of Vancouver's Island, and that is the 
reason why so many of the trees there have black bark.;|; 



• In another form of the story, it is paid that iVt -X-t7-*f ?/m by impregnating two live cockles, 
and keeping them wurm, hatched out both a man and a woman, who wore the progenitors of* 
the human ra<;e. 

t As sometimes related, it is taken for granted that the sun always waF, the moon alone 
being wanting. 

t Probably refers to the Douglas fir, which here finds its northern limit oji the coast, and 
is very often blackened by fires from the underbrush running up the thick, dry bark of it« trunk. 
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All this time, howovor, the people were without daylight, and it was origin of light, 
next the object of Kt-kll-btUis to obtain thi8 for them. This time he 
tried still another plan. He pretended that he also had light, and con- 
tinued to assert it, though the chief denied the truth of his statement. 
He, however, in some way made an object bearing a resemblance to the 
moon, which, while all the people were out iishing on the sea, in the 
perpetual night, he allowed to be partly seen from under his coat of 
feathers. It ciust a faint glimmer across the water, which the people 
and SetUn-ki-jash thought was caused by a veritable moon. Disgusted 
at finding that he was not the sole possessor of light, and losing all 
conceit of his property, the great chief immediately placed the sun and 
moon where we now see them. 

One thing more much desired still remained in the possession of Origin of the 
Settin-ki'jash ; this was the oolachen fish. Now the shag was a friend 
or companion of the chief, and had access to his property, including 
his store of ool.iehens. Ne-kil-stlas contrived that the sea-gull and the 
shag should quarrel, by telling each that the other had spoken evil of 
him. At last he got them together, when, aft^r an angry conversa- 
tion, thoy followed his advice and began to fight. Nis-kil-stlas knew 
that the shag had an oolachen in its stomach, and so urged the com- 
batants to figlit harder, and to lie on their backs and strike out with 
their feet. This they did, and finally the shag threw up the 
oolachen, \vhich Ne-kil-stlas immediately seized. Making a canoe fi'om 
a lott^n log, he smeared it and himself with the scales of the oolachen, 
and then coming at night near the great chiefs lodge, said that he was 
very cold, and wished to come in and warm himself, as he had been 
making a great fisheiy of oolachens, which he had left somewhere not 
fur otf. SetUn-kijash said this could not be true as he only possessed 
the fish, but Ne-kil-stlas invited the chief to look at his clothes and at 
his canoe. Finding both covered with oolachen scales, he became 
convince<l that oolachens besides those which he had must exist, and 
again in disgust at finding he had not the monopoly, he turned all the 
oolachens loose, saying, at the same time, that every year they would 
come in vast numbers and continue to show his liberality and he a 
monument to him. This they have never failed to do since that time. 

This llaida story of the origin of things is substantially the same Resemblance 
with that which I have been told by Indians of the Tinneh stock in the myths, 
northern pai't of the interior of British Columbia. My surprise on 
hearing it gradually unfolded as a Haida myth was very great. It 
Avon 1(1 be hazardous to theorize on the cause of this similarity of myths 
in tribes so distant and so dissimilar in habits, but it is certain that 
both its versions are derived from a common source not very remote. 
It may indeed be that the Haidas have adopted this story from the 
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Tshimsians, for whose language, as we have already seen, they profess^ 
great admii'ation. I do not know of the existence of the story among 
the latter people, but they probably have it in some form, as they are- 
supposed to be an offshoot of the great Tinneh stock of the interior 
country. As is always the case with these aboriginal stories, a local 
colouring has been given to the narrative by the Haidas, and the story 
of the oolachen is an addition to that which I have heaixl from the 
Tinneh. It shows the great value set upon this fish that it should 
receive mention among the primaiy necessaries of existence, such as 
light, water, and fire. 

Ne-kilrstlas of the Haidas is represented in function and name by 
Us-tas of the Carrier Tinneh. Of Us-tas an almost endless series of 
grotesque and often disgusting adventures are related , and analogous 
tales are repeated about Ne-kilrstlas. One of these relates that he 
disguised himself as a dead raven, and floating on the surface of the sea 
was swallowed by a whale, which, by violent gripes being then induced 
to strand itself, became a prey to the Haidas, invisible Ne-kil-stlas 
meanwhile walking out of the whale's belly at the proper moment. 

The story of the origin of the Indian tobacco referred to on a pre- 
vious page, is as follows. — ^Long ago the Indians (first people, or 
ancient ^QOi^l^^-thUn-thloO'lmf) had no tobacco, and one plant only 
existed, growing somewhere far inland in the interior of the Stickeen 
country. This plant was caused to grow by the deity, and was like^ 
a tree, very large and tall. With a bow and airows, a man shot at 
its summit, where the seed was, and at last brought down one or two 
seeds, which he earned away, carefully preserved, and sowed in the 
following spring. From the plants thus procui*ed all the tobacco after- 
wards cultivated sprang. 

The killer whale, formerly noted as being the representative of the 
principle of evil, is dreaded by the Haidas, who say that these animals 
break canoes and drown the Indians^ who then themselves become 
whales. The chief of the whales is the evil one himself, or his nearest 
analogue in the Haida mind. It is told that in the times of the grand- 
fathers of men now living, two Haidas belonging to Klue's Village went 
out in a canoe to kill these whales, apparently as a daring adventure. 
They had paddled far out to sea when the canoe was suri'ounded by a 
great number of these evil creatures, which were about to break it in 
pieces. One of the men, grasping his knife, said to the other that if he- 
was drowned and became as a whale, he would still hold his knife and 
stab the others. The second man holding to a fragment of the canoCy. 
floated near an island and swam ashore. The first was drowned, but his 
companion who had escaped, soon heaivi strange and very loud noises 
beneath the island, like great guns being fired. Presently a vast 
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number of fish floated up dead, and with them a large whale of the 
malevolent kind above described. This had a great wound in its side, 
from which much blood flowed. The medicine-man of the village said 
afterwards that he knew — or saw — that the whale so killed was the 
chief among these creatures, and that the Indian who had killed him 
had now become chief in his stead. 

A remarkable hill, called Tow, stands on the shore between Eose Story of the 

' ' hiU Tow. 

Point and Masset. One side is a steep cliff, while the other slopes 
more gradually. On the upper part of the inlet above Masset, is 
another hill about the same size and also precipitous on one side, called 
ToW'US-taS'in, or * Tow's Brother.* The stoiy is that the two hills 
were formerly together whore Tow's brother still stands, but that on 
one occasion Tow's brother devoured the whole of a lot of dog-fish 
which was in dispute between them, and that Tow being much angered 
went away to the open coast, where he now is. 

It is also related that the summit of the hill called Tow was formerly 
inhabited by a very great spider, which, when a man passed, would 
swing itself down by its rope, catch him up, and devour him. After a 
time a Haida killed this spider with a spear. 

NaUkoon or Eose Point (the Haida name meaning long nose) is a Terrors of Rose 
place full of real or imagined teiTors to the Haidas. It is a dangerous 
and treacherous point to round at any time but in very fine weather, 
and many Indians have been drowned there on different occaions. They 
say that strange (uncanny) marine creatures inhabit its neighbourhood, 
and believe that if a man laugh never so little in rounding the spit, 
the are sure to work him evil. The father of my informant, with other 
Haidas in a canoe, saw one of these creatures. It was like a man, but 
very large, with hair hanging down to its shoulders. It raised itself 
out of the WAter to its middle, and frightened the Indians very much, 
but caused them no harm. Two vessels belonging to the Hudson Bay 
Company have been wrecked on this spit, and one of the Haida medi- 
cine-men says that the souls of these haunt the place yet. About 
thirty years ago a great many Indians going in canoes to profit by a 
dead whale that had been cast up on the spit, were drowned between 
Masset and that place. 

There is also told in connection with Eose Point a story of a gigantic Gigantio 
beaver. This animal, it is said, inhabits its vicinity, and when it wishes *^*^®'' 
to come to the surface produces a dense fog, the water at the same 
time becoming very calm. The fog may, perhaps, clear away enough 
to allow some one watching in a retired nook to see the great beaver; 
but should the animal catch sight of any human being it instantly 
strikes the water with its tail and disappears. To laugh at the beaver, 
or make light of him in any way, is certain to bring bad luck ; and 
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any one seeing him must, on his return to the lodge, throw little offer- 
ings on the fire. The Tshimsiaus have a similar story of an immense 
beaver which inhabits the vicinity of Dundas Island. 

First contact with Europeans. — Fur Trade. 

During Captain Cook's last voyage in the Pacific, it was discovered 
that a lucrative trade in furs might be opened between the north- 
western coast of America and China, and though the existence of a 
part of the Queen Charlotte Islands had been known to the Spaniaids 
since the voyage of Juan Perez, who was despatched by the Viceroy 
of Mexico in 1774, it is to the traders who followed in the track of 
Cook that we owe most of the earlier discoveries in the vicinity 5f 
Queen Charlotte Islands, and it is they who appear first to have come 
in contact with the Haidas. Before many years a number of vessels 
were engaged in the fur trade on this part of the west coast. Van- 
couver in the Notes and Miscellaneous Observations appended to his 
journal, states that 1792 this trade gave employment to upwards of 
twenty sail of vessels, of which he gives a list, with the names of 
the captains. From this it would appear that five of the vessels were 
owned in London, one in Bristol, two in Bengal, three in Canton, six 
in Boston, one in New York, two in Portugal, and one in Franco. 
Most of these have left no record of their voyages, but in the pub- 
lished nai'ratives of those of Dixon and Mearcs, abeady referi^ed to, 
some account of the method of trade with the natives, and of their ap- 
pearance, mannei-s and customs is found. 

Toward the beginning and during the earlier half of the present 
century, the Queen Charlotte Islands continued to be not unfrequently 
visited by these trading vessels, but the sea otter, the skins of which 
were the most valuable article of trade possessed by the islanders, 
having, through continuous hunting, become extremely scarce, vessels 
other than mere coasters have seldom called at any of the ports for 
many years, and our knowledge of the geography of the islands and 
home manners and customs of the natives has not been added to. 

It is probable that La Perouse, who coasted a part of the Queen 
Charlotte* Islands in 17H6, had some intercourse with the natives, but 
the earliest notice of them I have been able to find is that given by 
**W. B.," the annonymous author of the letters in which the account 
of the voyage of the Queen Charlotte, of which Captain Dixon was 
commander, is given. He writes* under date of July 1st, 1787, — 
" At noon we saw a deep bay.f which bore north-east by east ; the en- 
trance point to the northward, north-east by north ; and the eastermost 



• Op. cit. p. 198. 
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land south-east, about seven leagues distant. Our latitude was 54° 22" Enters Cloak 
N. ; and the longitude 133° 50" W. During the afternoon, we had light ^^' 
variable winds, on which we stood to the northward, for fear we should 
get to leeward of the bay in sight, and we were determined to make it 
if possible, as there was was every probability of meeting with inhabi- 
tants. During the night w^e had light variable airs in every direction, 
together with a heavy swell from the south-west; so that in the morn- 
ing of the 2nd we found our every etl'ort to reach the bay ineifectual ; 
however, a moderate breeze springing up at north-east, we stood in for 
the land close by the wind with our starboard tacks on boai'd. At 
seven o'clock, to our very great joy, we saw several canoes full of 
Indians who appeared to have been out at sea, making towaixi us. On 
their coming up with the vessel, we found them to be a fishing party; 
but some of them wore excellent beaver* cloaks. * * * * 
The Indians we fell in with in the morning of the 2nd of July, did not 
seem inclined to dispose of their cloaks, though we endeavored to 
tempt them by exhibiting various articles of trade, such as toes, hat- 
chets, adzes, bowels, tin kettles, pans, <&c., their attention seemed 
entirely taken up with viewing the vessel, which they apparently did 
with marks of wonder and surprise. This we looked on as a good OpeninK of 
omen, and the event showed that /or once we were not mistaken. After 
their curiosity, in some measure, subsided, they began to trade, and we 
presently bought \vhat cloaks and skins they had got, in exchange for 
toes,t which they seemed to like very much. They made signs for us 
to go in towaixls the shoj*e, and gave us to understand that we should 
find more inhabitants, and plenty of furs. By ten o'clock we were 
within a mile of the shore, and saw the village where these Indians 
dwelt right abreast of us; it consisted of about six huts, which 
appeared to be built in a more regular form than any we had yet seen, 
and the situation very pleasaiit, but the shore was rocky, and atforded 
no place for us to anchor in. A bay now opened to the eastward, on 
which we hauled by the wind, which blew pretty fresh from the north- 
ward and eatstwaixl, and steered directly for it. During this time 
several of the peoj)le whom we traded with in the morning had been 
on shore, probably to show their newly acquired bargains; but on 
seeing us steer for the bay, they presently ])ushed after us, joined by 
several other canoes. As wo advanced up the bay, there i^ppoared ^^l^^n^ ,^^ 
to be an excellent harbour, well land-locked, about a league ahead; we 



* Beavers do not occur in the Quoon Charlotte Islands, but this term appears to be used 
here, &» elsewhere in the narrative, for 9cti otter cloakf. See p. 22S, in statement on which it 
is implied that no beaver skins were obtained* 

'^ Appears to bo a species of adze or ohisel, as on p. 2i4, in connection with another part of 
the N. W. coast, a '* toe made of jasper the same as those used by the New Zealandcrs," is 
mentioned. 
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had soundings from ten to twenty-five fathoms water, over a rocky 
bottom, but unluckily, the harbour trended right in the wind, and at one 
o'clock the tide set so strongly against us, that we found it impossible 
to make the harbour, as we lost ground every board, on which we hove 
the maintop-sail to the mast, in order to trade with the Indians. 

Great aband- ** A scene now commenced, which absolutely beggars all description, 
and with which we were so overjoyed, that we could scarcely believe 
the evidence of our senses. There were ten canoes about the ship, 
which contained, as nearly as I could estimate, 120 people ; many of 
these brought most beautiful beaver cloaks, others excellent skins, 
and, in short, none came empty-handed, and the rapidity with which 
they sold them, was a circumstance additionally pleasing ; they fairly 
quarrelled with each other about which should sell his cloak fii*st; 
and some actually threw their furs on board, if nobody was at hand to 
receive them ; but we took particular care to let none go from the 
vessel unpaid. Toes were almost the only article we bartered with on 
this occasion, and indeed they were taken so very eagerly, that there 
was not the least occasion to offer anything else. In less than half an 
hour we purchased near 300 beaver skins, of an excellent quality ; a 
circumstance which greatly raised our spirits, and the more, as both 
the plenty of fine flirs, and the avidity.of the natives in parting with 
them, were convincing proofs, that no traffic whatever had recently 
been carried on near this place, and consequently we might expect a 
continuation of this plentiful commerce. That thou mayest form some 
idea of the cloaks we purchased here, I shall just observe, that they 
generally contain three good sea-otter skins, one of which is cut in two 
pieces, afterwaivis they are neatly sewed together, so as to form a 
square, and are loosely tied about the shoulders with small leather 
strings, fastened on each side. 

" At three o^clock, our trade being entirely over, and the wind still 
against us, we made sail, and stood out of the bay, intending to try 
again for the harbour in the morning. * * * On the morning of 
the 3rd, we had a fresh easterly breeze, and squally weather, with rain ; 
but as we approached the land it grow calm ; and at ten o*clock, being 
not more than a mile distant from the shore, the tide set us strongly 
on a rocky point to the northward of the bay, on which the whaleboat 
and yawl were hoisted out and sent ahead, to tow the vessel clear of the 
rocks. 

Supply of skins "Several canoes came alongside, but wo knew them to be our 
friends whom wo had traded with the day before, and found that they 
were stripped of everything worth purchasing, which made us less 
anxious of getting into our proposed harbour, as there was a greater 
probability of our meeting with fresh supplies of furs to the eastwai-d." 
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Four yeara later, Captain Douglas, the colleague of Meares, visited Dougiw 
this place on his trading voyage. His people were probably the fiinst MMsot! ** 
whites to land on any part of the Queen Charlotte Islands. In the 
narrative of his voyage, a few details in regard to the coast and beha- 
vior of the natives are given. From Meares' volume (p. 364) the 
following extracts of interest in this connexion ai'e made. The first 
paragraph refcra to June 19, 1789. — 

'* The weather was moderate and cloudy, with the wind from the 
douth-west. At sun-set, there being the appearance of an inlet, which 
boi*e south-south-west, they stood across a deep bay, where they had 
irregulai' soundings, from twenty-six to eleven fathoms water, at the 
distance of two leagues from the shore; the wind dying away they 
dropped the stream anchor, the two points which form the bay, bearing 
from west, one quarter north, to north-east half east, distant from the 
shore four miles. It was now named Mclntyre's Bay,* and lies in the 
latitude of 53° 58' North, and longitude 218° 6' East. 

** In the morning of the 20th, the long-boat was dispatched to the 
head of the bay, to discover if there was any passage up the irflet; and 
the account received on her return was, that toward the head of the 
bay a bar run aci*oss, on which the long-boat got aground ; but that 
within it there was the appearance of a large sound. Several canoes 
now came along-side the ship, and having purchased their stock of furs, 
Captain Douglas got under way to look into an inlet which he had 
observed the preceding year. At noon it was exceedingly hazy, and 
no observation was made. 

*^ Early in the afternoon the long-boat was sent, well-manned and Intarriew with 
armed, to examine the inlet and sound for anchorage. At five o'clock 
they dropped the bower anchor in twenty-five fathoms water, about 
four miles from the shore, and two from a small barren rocky island, 
which happened to prove the residence of a chief, named Blakow- 
Coneehaw, whom Captain Douglas had seen on the coast in his last 
voyage. He came immediately on board, and welcomed the arrival of 
the ship with a song, to which two hundred of his people formed a 
chorus of the most pleasing melody. When the voices ceased, he paid 
Captain Douglas the compliment of exchanging names with him, after 
the manner of the chiefs of the Sandwich Islands. 

"At seven in the morning (June 21st) they stood up the inlet, and §<>•" *<> P»nT 
at nine came to, in eighteen fathoms water, where they moored the 
fihipt with the stream anchor. Through this channel,! which is 
formed by Charlotte's Islands, and an island that lies off the west end 

* Now oaUed Masset. t In Bruin Bay. 

X Parry Passage. 
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of it, the tide was found to run very rapid. The passage take^ itK 
course east and west about ten or twelve miles, and forms a commu- 
nication with the open sea. It was now named Cox's Channel. Very 
soon after the ship was moored, the long-boat was sent to sound in the 
mid-channel, but no soundings could be obtained with eighty fathoms 
of line ; but near the rocks, on the starboard shore, they had twenty 
and thirty fathoms water. 

Meditated " Having been visited the preceding night by two canoes, which lay 

on their paddles, and dropped down with the tide, as was supposed, in 
expectation of finding us all asleep, they were desired to keep off, anci 
finding themselves discovered they made hastily for the shore. As no 
orders had been given to fire at any boat, however suspicious its 
appearance might be, these people were suffered to retreat without 
being interrupted. This night, however, there happened to be several 
women on board, and they gave Captain Douglas to understand, that 
if he or his crew should fall asleep, all their heads would be cut off, as 
a plan had been formed by a considerable number of the natives, as 
soon as the lights were out, to make an attempt on the ship. The 
gunner therefore received his instructions, in consequence of this 
information, and soon after the lights were extinguished, on seeing a 
canoe coming out from among the rocks, he gave the alarm, and fired 
a gun over her, which was accompanied by the discharge of several 
muskets, which drove her back again with the utmost precipitation. 

Profuse apolo- "In the morning the old chief Blakow-Coneehaw, made a long 
speech from the beach ; and the long-boat going on shore for wood, 
there were upwards of forty men issued from behind a rock, atid held 
up a thimble and some other trifling things, which they had stolen 
from the ship; but when they found that the party did not intend to 
molest them, they gave a very ready and active assistance in cutting 
wood, and bringing the water casks down to the boat. Some time 
after the chief came on board, arrayed, as may be supposetl, in a 
fashion of extraordinary ceremony, having four skins of the ermine 
hanging from each ear, and one from his nose; when, after Captain 
Douglas had explained to him the reason of their firing the preceding 
night, he first made a long speech to his own people, mu\ then assured 
him that the attempt which had been made, wa.s by some of the tribe 
who inhnl)itcd the opposite shore; and entreated, if thej^ should repeat 
their nocturnal visit, that they might be killed as ihoy deserved. He 
added, that he had left his house, in order to live along-side the ship, for 
the ])urpose of its protection, and that he himself had commanded the 
women to give that information which they had communicated. The 
old man exercised the most friendly services in his power to Captain 
Douglas, and 2)0ssessed a degree of authority over his tribe, very supe- 
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rior to that of any other chief whom they had seen on the coast of 
America. 

'* In the afternoon Captain Douglas took the long-boat and ran across 
the channel, to an island* which lay between the ship and the village 
of Tartanee, and invited the chief to bo of the party ; who, having seen 
him pull up the wild parsley and eat it, ho was so attentive as to order 
a large quantity of it, with some salmon, to be sent on board evoiy 
morning. 

"At six o'clock in the morning of the 23rd, finding the ground to Anchor in 
bo bad, they ran across the channel to a small harbour,f which is 
named Beale's Harbour, on the Tartanee side; and at ten dropped 
anchor in nineteen fathoms water, about half a cable's length from the 
shore; the land locked all round, and the great wooden images of 
Tartanee, bore east, one quarter north ; the village on the opposite 
shore bearing south half west. This harbour is in the latitude of 54° 
18' North, and longitude 227° 6' East. It was high-water there at the 
change, twenty minutes past midnight ; and the tide flows from the 
westward, sixteen feet perpendicular. The night tides were higher 
by two feet than those of the day. 

" The two following days were employed in purchasing skins, and 
preparing to depart ; but as all the stock of iron was expended, they 
were under the necessity of cutting up the hatch-bars and chain plates. 

" On the morning of the 27th, as soon a.s the chief returned, who had 
gone on shore the preceding evening, to get afresh supply of provisions. 
Captain Douglas gave orders to unmoor, and a breeze springing up, at 
half- past nine they got under way, and steered through Cox's Channel, 
with several canoes in tow. At eleven, having got out of the strength Briak trade, 
of the tide, which runs very rapid, they hove to, and a brisk trade 
commenced with the natives, who bartereil their skins for coats, 
jackets, trousers, pots, kettles, frying-pans, wash-hand basons, and 
whatever articles of similar nature could be procured, either from the 
officers or from the men ; but they refused to take any more of the 
chain plates, as the iron of which they were made proved so brittle that 
it broke in their manufacturirig of it. The loss of the iron and other 
articles of trade, which had been taken out of the ship by the Spaniards, 
was now severely felt, as the natives carried back no small quantity of 
furs, which Captain Douglass had not the means of purchasing. 

" This tribe is very numerous ; and the village of Tartanee stands on Gardens, 
a very fine spot of ground, round which was some appearance of culti- 
vation ; and in one place in particular it was evident that seed had 
been lately sown. In all probability Captain Gray, in the sloop 



* Lucy Island of tho chart. t Uenslang> or the cove to tho east of it. 
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Washington^ had fallen in with this tribe, and employed his considerate 
trieodship in forming this garden ; but this is mere matter of conjec- 
ture, as the real fact could not be learned from the natives.* From 
the same benevolent spirit Captain Douglas himself planted some 
beans, and gave the natives a quantity for the same useful purpose ; 
and there is little doubt but that excellent and wholesome vegetable, 
at this time, forms an article of luxury in the village of Tartanee. This 
people, indeed, were so fond of the cooking practiced on board the 
Iphigenia, that they very frequently refused to traffic with their skins, 
till they had been taken down to the cabin, and regaled with a previous 
entertainment." 
Indian account Such IS the firat account of these Indians by the Whites. They 
whUes!***""' themselves also preserve some traditions of the meeting. On asking 
the Chief Edensaw (^It-in-sd) if he knew the first white man whom the 
Haidas had seen, he gave me, after thinking a moment, the name of 
Douglas, very well pronounced. Edensaw is now chief of the Yd-tza 
village, west of Virago Sound, the Kung village at Virago Sound, over 
which he formerly presided, being nearly abandoned for the new site. 
Ten years or more ago, his village was on the south side of Parry 
Passage, but this has now been altogether given up, and the houses are 
rapidly crumbling away. There is little doubt that the chief with 
whom Captain Douglas is said to have exchanged names was a prede- 
cessor of Edensaw's, bearing, as is customary, the same name. This, 
with the prefix Blakow is given as Coneehaw by Douglas, and it is 
due to the fact of the ceremonial exchange of names having taken 
place, that that of Douglas has been handed down to the present 
Edensaw, while those of Dixon and his people have been forgotten. It 
may generally be observed, however, that the Indians are particular 
in enquiring the names of whites who come among them, and it may 
be noted in this connection that those near the mouth of the Bella 
Coola Eiver were able to give Sir Alexander McKeuzie the name of 
Vancouver (pronounced by them Macubah) as having lately been 
among them, when he aiTived at the coast after his celebrated journey 
by the Peace Eiver. 

As we have seen, however, Edensaw was wix)ng in saying that 
Douglas was the first white man seen by the Haidas, as Dixon, but 
two years before had been at the same spot. I did not know at the 
time I asked Edensaw the question, whether his reply was correct or 
not ; and on my pressing him as to his knowledge, he admitted that he 
thought white men had appeared before Douglas, but he did not know 



* A conjecture probably incorrect, for as we have f oen, these people were stripped of skins two 
years before by Dixon, and yet appear to have accumulated a considerable number at the time 
of Douglas' vicit. The ground may have been prepared for the cultivation of the Indian tobacco, 
referred to on a former page. 
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their names. It was near winter, he said, a very long time ago, when Haidaaccounto 
a ship under sail appeared in the vicinity of North Island, Thejf^oflgJ^ 
Indians were all very much afraid. The Chief shared in the generaP®*"'* 
fear, but feeling that it was necessary for the sake of his dignity to act 
a bold part, he dressed himself in all the finery worn in dancing, went 
out to sea in his canoe, and on appi*oaching the ship performed a dance 
(probably the Ska-ga). It would appear that the idea was at first 
vaguely entertained that the ship was a great bird of some kind, but 
on approaching it, the men on board were seen, and likened, from 
their dark clothing and the general sound and unintelligible character 
of their talk, to shags, — ^which sometimes indeed look almost human as 
they sit upon the rocks. It was obsei'ved that one man would speak 
whereupon all the othera would immediately go aloft, till, something 
more being said, they would as rapidly descend. The Haidas further 
relate various childish stories of the surprise of those who, in a former 
generation, firet becaihe acquainted with many things with which they 
are now familiar, and profess to look upon these, their immediate pre- 
decessors, with much contempt. They say, for instance, that an axe 
having been given to one it pleased his fancy on account of its m/etallic 
brightness, which he likened to the skin of a silver salmon. He did 
not know its use, but taking the handle out, hung it round his neck 
as an ornament. A biscuit being given to another, he supposed it to 
be made of wood, and being after some time induced to eat it, finds it 
altogether too dry. Molasses, tasted for the first time by an adventui'- 
ous Haida, pronounced very bad and his friends warned against it. 

On questioning another Haida of the north part of the island, he also Date of arrival 
affirmed that the first whites had been seen near the North Island, and ^ " ^ » •*• 
added that they arrived at the season when almost all the people were 
away at various rivers making their salmon fishery. This would be 
about the month of September, which agrees pretty well with Eden- 
saw's account, and shows that the story above given cannot refer either 
to Douglas or Dixon, who arrived in June and July. It agrees well with 
the date at which Bodega and Maurelle must have passed this part of 
the coast on their way southward in 1*775, but it appears improbable 
that they had any intercourse with the Haidas at this time. 

Villages, 

It is here proposed to note the various villages now inhabited by the 

Haidas, or of which traces still remain, beginning with those of the 

vicinity of North Island. It must be premised, however, that owing to 

the prevalent custom by which a village is spoken of by the hereditary 

family name of the chief, while it has besides a proper local name, and 

very frequently a Tshimsian equivalent for the latter by which it is. 

11 
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also in some cases familiarly called by the Haidas themselves, much 
difficulty is found in correlating the villages now found with those 
mentioned by othere. 

In Parry Passage there ai'e three village sites, two of which ai'e on the 
south side» and completely abandoned. The outer or western of these 
shows the remains of several houses and carved posts, and is called 
Kdk-oh, The second, about half a mile further East, is named Kioo-sta^ 
and has been a place of great importance. This, as already mentioned, 
seems to have been Edensaw's place of residence at the time of 
Douglas' visit, and has probably been deserted for about ten years. It 
is neai4y in the same state with the first mentioned, the houses, 
about t\velve in number, and carved posts still standing, though com- 
pletely surrounded by rank grass and young bushes, overgrown with 
moss, and rapidly falling into decay. It is difficult to imagine on what 
account this village has been abandoned, unless «from sheer lack of in- 
habitants, as it seems admirably situated for the purposes of the natives. 
Many of the larger articles of property, including boxes, troughs, and 
other wooden vessels and stone mortars have not been removed from 
the houses. 

On the opposite side of Pany Passage, facing a narrow channel be- 
tween North Island and Lucy Island is the village which Douglas calls 
Tartanee. It now consists of but six houses, small and of inferior con- 
struction ; and a single caiTcd post stands a little apart from the vil- 
lage, but is not very old. We were infonned that anciently a very 
large village stood here, but did not ascertain whether .its inhabitants 
were driven away as a consequence of war with other Haidas, whether 
they migrated, or whether the village was simply abandoned owing to 
the gi*eat decrease in numbers. The present village is said to have 
been built after the destruction of the earlier one, a statement borne 
out by the fact that none of the old carved posts referred to by 
Douglas, and no substantial houses are now seen. There would doubtless 
have been pi'opped or patched up, and thus preserved, had the spot 
been continuously inhabited. Douglas' account is somewhat confused, 
and has probably been communicatod to Meares some time after the 
date of the events to which it relates; he mentions, however, no other 
chief but Blakow^-Coneehaw, which would seem to show that the whole 
vicinity of Parry Passage was embraced in x% single chieftancy at the 
time of his visit. 

In the first bay east of Klas-kwun Point, between North Island and 
the entrance of Virago Sound, the Ya-tza^ or knife village, is situated. 
Like many of the Haida villages, its position is much exposed, and it 
must be difficult to land at it w4th strong northerly and north-easterly 
winds. This village site is quite new, having been occupied only a few 
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years. There are at present eight or ten roughly built houses, with 
few and poorly carved posts. The people who formerly lived at the 
entrance to Virago Sound are abandoning that place for this, because, 
■as was explained to me by their chief, Edensaw, they can get more 
trade here, as many Indians come across from the north. The travei*se 
from Cape Kygane or Muzon to Klas-kwun is about forty miles, and 
there is a rather prominent hill behind the point by which the canoe- 
men doubtless direct their course- • At the time of our visit, in 
August 18*78, a great part of the population of the northern portion of 
the Queen Charlotte Islands was collected here preparatory to the 
erection of carved posts and giving away of property, for which the 
arrival of the Kai-ga-ni Haidas was waited, these people being unable 
to cross owing to the prevalent fog and rough weather. 

The village just within the narrow entrance to Virago Sound, from ^""^ village, 
which these people are removing, is called Kung, it has been a substan- 
tial and well-constructed one, but is now rather decayed, though some 
of the houses are still inhabited. The houses arranged along the edge 
of a low bank, fticing a fine sandy beach, are eight or ten in number, some 
of them quite large. The carved posts are not very numerous, though 
in a few instances elaborate. In J. F. Imray's North Pacific Pilot, a 
few notes on harbours, &c., in the Queen Charlotte Islands are given, 
and it is stated, in mentioning Virago Sound that the Indian village 
-*' is to be built " inside a point on the western side of the narrowest 
part of the entrance. This is where the Kung village now stands. 
The date of the note is not given, but it is probably 1860 when the 
sketch map of the Sound was made. 

About the entrance to Masset Inlet there are three villages, two on Viiinws of 
the east side and one on the west The latter is called Fan, and shows 
about twenty houses new and old, with thirty carved posts. The outer 
of these, on the east side, at which the Hudson Bay Post is situated, 
is named Ut-te-waSy the inner Ka-yung. The Ut-te-was village is now 
the most populous, and there are in it about twenty houses, counting 
hi)ih large and small, with some from which the split cedar planks 
have been carried away, leaving only the massive frames standing. 
Of carved posts there are over forty in all, and these, with those of the 
northern part of the islands generally, show a considerable difference 
as compared with those of Skidegate, and other southern villages. 

The styles of the northern posts are somewhat more varied, and the 
short, stout form, with a sign-boai*d-like square formed of split planks 
at the top, is comparatively rare. Some of the Masset i)osts are merely 
.stout polos, with very little carving, and at this place a thick, short 
post with a conical roof was observed, none like which were elsewhere 
scon. At the south end of the Ut-te-was Village is a little hill, the 
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houses on and beyond which appear to be- considered as properly 
forming a distinct village, though generally included in the former. 
The remaining Masset village {Ka-yung) is smaller than this one, and 
was not particularly examined. The principal chief of this vicinity is 
named Wl-he; he is an old man, rather stout^ and with nearly white 
hair and beard. I did not learn the precise extent of his authority, or 
whether, or in what degree, it may embrace the villages beyond that 
in which he resides. 

The name Masset is of uncertain origin. Some of the natives when 
questioned about it, said that it has been given by the whites ; while 
others believe that it has been extended to the whole inlet by the 
whites, but was the same with that of a small island which lies a little 
higher up the channel than the villages, and is said to be called Maast 
by the Haidas. It is unfortunate that so many places on this part of 
the west coast have been frequently renamed, owing to the ignorance 
of the names given by former explorers, but not widely published by 
them. The name Massette occurs, evidently denoting the place now 
so called in Mr. Work's table given on a following page, and constructed 
between 1836 and 1841. It is also found on the map illustrating Green- 
how's Northwest Coast of North America, dated 1840, as Massette, but 
is attached to a supposed village between the positions of Masset Inlet 
and Virago Sound. It is suspiciously like Mazai'odo, a name given by 
Caamano in 1793 ; but this, according to Greenhow's identification, is 
the same place known to the American traders as Craft's Sound, which 
is identical with Virago Sound of the modern charts ; and this ident- 
ification appears also to be borne out by Vancouvei'^s chart. 

A number of small houses, occupied during the summer, or salmon- 
fishing season, are scattered about the shores of the southern expansion 
of Masset Inlet. Of these, two are situated on the Ain River near its 
mouth, and several near the mouth of the Ya-koun. These summer 
houses are always small and slightly built compared with those of the 
permanent villages, and no attempt is made to erect any carved posts 
or symbols such as are appi-opriate at the main seat of the family. 

On the north shore of Graham Island, east of Masset, and about a 
mile and a half from Tow Hill, is a temporary village also belonging 
to the Masset Indians, and occupied during the dog-fish and halibut 
fishery. A few small potato gardens surround the houses, which are 
of the unpretentious character above described, and about half a dozen 
in number. 

Just east of Tow Hill, and on low ground on the east bank of the 
Hi-ellen River, a few much-decayed carved posts and beams of former 
houses are still standing, where, according to the Indians, a large 
village formerly existed. Its disappearance is partly accounted for 
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by the fact that the sea has washed away much of the ground on which 
it stood. As the subsoil is only sand and gravel, this might easily have 
occuri*ed during a single heavy storm coming from an unusual direction, 
or otherwise under exceptional conditions. It is probably that called 
JVfe-coon, and credited with five houses in Mr. Works table given further 
on. Ne-coon or Nai-koon is, however, the name of the whole north-east 
point of the island. North of Cape Ball, or Kul-tow-sis, oto the east 
coast of Graham Island, the ruins of still another village yet remain. 
It is said to have been populous, and is neai* some excellent halibut 
banks. It is doubtless that called A-se-guang in Mr. Work's list, and 
said to have nine houses. 

Tl-ell is the name of a tract of country north of the enti*unce to Large old house 
Skidegate, between Boulder Point and the mouth of a large stream 
twelve miles beyond it. About nine miles from Boulder Point, some 
posts are still standing, of an old house which must have been of great 
size and built of very heavy timbei*s. This was erected by the Skide- 
gate chief of one or two generations back, concerning whose great 
size and powere many stories ai*o current among the Haidas. The 
region came into the possession of Skidegate as the property of his 
wife, but was afterwards given by him to the Skedans of that day as 
a peace-offering for the wounding or killing of one of his (Skedans) 
womeo. The tract thus now belongs to Skedans, and is valued as a 
berry ground. 

Skit-ei-gety or Skidegate Village as it is oixiinai'ily called, situated in Skidegate 
the inlet of the same name, and extended along the shore of a wide 
bay with sandy beach, is still one of the most populous Haida villages, 
and has always been a place of great importance. It has suffered more 
than most places, however, from the habit of its people in resorting to 
Victoria and other towns to the south. There are many unoccupied 
and ruinous houses, and fully one-half of those who still claim it as 
their residence are generally absent. The true name of the town is, I 
believe, Hyo-hai-ka, wliiie Skit-fd-get is that of the hereditary chief It 
is called Kil-hai-oo by the Tshimsians, There are now standing in this 
village about twenty-five houses, counting some of which the beams 
only remain, and several which are uninhabited. Of carved posts 
there are in all about fifty-three, making on an average two for each 
house, which was found also to be about the proportion in several other 
places. Nearly one-half of these are monumental posts or x-at, it being 
rare to find more than a single door-post or ke-xen for each house. Mr. 
Work assigns forty-eight houses to this place, which is not improbably 
con-ect for the date to which he refers, as there are signs that the village 
has formerly been much more extensive, and the Skidegate Haidas 
^themselves never cease to dwell on the deplorable decrease of the 



166 B 



GSOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 



Decrease in 
popnlatioD. 



Dixon's 
aoooont. 



population and ruin of the town. One intelligent man told me that he- 
could remember a time — ^which by his age could not have been more 
than thirty yeara ago — when there was not room to launch all the 
canoes of the village in a single row the whole length of the beach, 
when the people set out on one of their periodical trading expeditions 
to Port Simpson. The beach is about half a mile long, and there must 
have been from five to eight persons in each canoe. It is not improb- 
able that this is a somewhat exaggerated statement, but it serves to 
show the idea of the natives themselves as to the extent of the 
diminution they have suffered.. 

Dixon cruised north waixi along the east coast of the Queen Charlotte 
Islands about as far as Skidegate, in July, 1787, whence he turned 
southward for Nootka. He did not come to an anchor, but gives the 
following particulars, probably relating to the people of this place* : — 

" Early in the afternoon (July 29th) we saw several canoes coming 
from shore, and by three o'clock we had no less than eighteen along- 
side, containing more than 200^ people, chiefly men ; this was not only 
the greatest concourse of traders we had seen, but what rendered the 
circumstance additionally pleasing was the quantity of excellent furs 
they brought us, our trade now being equal, if not superior to what 
we had met with in Cloak Bay, both in the number of skins, and the 
facility with which the natives traded, so that all of us were busily 
employed, and our articles of ti*affic exhibited in the greatest variety ; 
toes, hatchets, howeis, tin kettles, pewter basons, brass pans, buckles, 
knives, rings, &c., being preferred by turns, according to the fancy of 
our numerous visitants. Amongst these traders was the old chief,, 
whom we had seen on the other side of the islands, and who now 
appearing to be a person of the first consequence, Captain Dixon per- 
mitted him to come on boaixi.f * * * On our pointing 
to the eastward and asking the old man whether we should meet with 
any furs there, he gave us to understand that it was a different nation 
from hiSy and that he did not even understand the language, but was 
always at war with them; that he had killed gi*eat numbers and had 
many of them in his possession. 

" The old fellow seemed to take particular pleasure in relating these 
circumstances, and took uncommon pains to make us comprehend his 
meaning ; he closed his relation with advising us not to come near 
that part of the coast, for that the inhabitants would certainly destroy 
us. I endeavoured to learn how they disposed of the bodies of their 



* Possibly to those of Camshewa InleU His latitudes for the southern part of the islands 
are inexact, as Vanoonirer remarks* 

t This man may have been the Skidegate chief, and was probably only on a visit when 9een 
on the west coast.. He had no skins to sell at that time. 
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enemies who were slain in battle; and though I could not understand 
the chief clearly enough positively to assert, that they are feasted on by 
the victors; yet there is too much reason to fear, that this horrid 
custom is practised on this part of the coast ; [!] the heads are always 
preserved as standing trophies of victory. 

*^ Of all the Indians we had seen, this chief had the most savage Chief of re- 

^ markable ap- 

aspect, and his whole appearance sufficiently marked him as a proper PMniio«. 
person to lead a tnbe of cannibals. His stature was above the common 
size ; his body spare and thin, and though at fii*st sight he appeared 
lank and emaciated, yet his step was bold and firm, and his limbs 
apparently sti'ong and muscular ; his eyes were large and goggling, 
and seemed ready to start out of their sockets ; his forehead deeply 
wrinkled, not merely by age, but from a continual frown ; all this, joined 
to a long visage, hollow cheeks, high, elevated cheek bones, and a 
natural ferocity of temper, formed a countenance not easily beheld 
without some degree of emotion. However, he proved very useful in 
conducting our traffic with his people, and the intelligence he gave us, 
and the methods he took to make himself understood, shewed him to 
possess a strong natural capacity. 

" Besides the large quantity of fiirs we got fi'om this party, (at least 
350 skins) they brought several racoon cloaks, each cloak consisting 
of seven racoon skins^ neatly sewed together ; they had also a good 
quantity of oil in bladdera of various sizes, from a pint to near a 
gallon, which we purchased for lings and buttons. This oil appeared 
to be of a most excellent kind for the lamp, was perfectly sweet, and 
chiefly collected from the fat of animals." 

On the following day some of the same people, in eight canoes, 4oft?*^**** 
again came alongside, but had very few and inferior skins, their store 
being nearly exhausted. An attempt was made to steal some of the 
skins already purchased, on which several shots were fired after the 
offending canoe. On the day following, while endeavouring to make 
southward with baffling winds, the vessel was followed by a canoe 
containing fourteen people, who said that one of their companions had 
since died from a wound inflicted. No resentment was, however, 
shown toward the ship's company on that account, nor any fear exhi- 
bited on approaching the ship. The old chief, who seems so much to 
have impressed the narrator, may very probably have been the same 
before referred to, and described by the Haidas as of great size and 
striking appearance It is unnecessary to say that no evidence ofNocannibaiUm 
cannibalism properly so called is found among these people, though as 
a part of the ceremony of certain religious rites flesh was bitten from 
the naked arm ; and in some cases it is said old people have been torn 
limb from limb and partly eaten, or pretended to be eaten, by several 
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of the coast tribes. No trace now remains in the Queen Charlotte 
Islands of the custom of taking heads. It was formerly common on 
the west coast of Vancouver Island. The oil above mentioned was 
probably dog-fish oil, and contained in the hollow bulb-shaped heads 
of the gigantic sea-tangle (^Macrocystis) of the coast. 

On the west end of Maude Island, a few miles only fix)m the Skide- 
gate village, is now situated what may be called the Kew Gold Harbour 
Village. This has been in existence a few yeai-s only, having been built 
by the Haidas formerly inhabiting Gold Harbour, or Port Kuper, on 
ground amicably purchased from the Skidegate Haidas for that 
purpose. The inlet generally known as Gold Hai'bour, is situated on 
the west coast, and can be reached from Skidegate by the narrow 
channel separating Graham from Moresby Island. The voyage, how- 
ever, includes a certain length of exposed coast, often difficult to pass 
in stormy weather, and the Indians, though still preserving their 
rights over the Gold Harbour region, and living there much of the 
summer, find it more convenient to have their permanent houses near 
Skidegate. The population of the place is about equal to that of the 
Skidegate village, though its appearance is much less imposing, as the 
houses which have been erected, are comparatively few and of small 
size, and there are as yet few carved posts. The two villages on the west 
coast, now almost abandoned by these people, are called Kai-shun and 
Choratly — the former situated near the entrance to Gold Harbour, or 
Skai-tOy the latter not far from the south-western or narrow entrance 
to Skidegate Channel. From one or both of these villages five canoes, 
with thirty-eight or forty people, came off to the Q^€en Charlotte, A 
few women were in the canoes, from one of whom Dixon purchased the 
ornamental labret which he figures in the plate opposite page 208 of 
his volume. 

The village generally known as Cumshewa, is situated in a small bay 
facing towai*d the open sea, but about two miles within the inlet to 
which the same name has been applied. The outer point of the bay is 
formed by a little rocky islet, which is connected with the main shore 
by a beach at low tide. The name Cumshewa or Kurashewa is that of 
the hereditary chief, the village being properly called Tlkinoolj or by 
Tshimsians Kit-ta-wds. There are now standing here twelve or four- 
teen houses, several of them quite ruinous, with over twenty-five carved 
posts. The population is quite small, this place having sufibred much 
from the causes to which the decrease in numbers of the natives have 
already been referred. 

The decayed ruins of a few houses, representing a former village, 
which does not appear to have been lai-ge, stand just outside Cumshewa 
Inlet, beyond the north entrance point. 
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At the entrance to Cumshewa Inlet, on the opposite or south side, is skedans village 
the Skedans village, so called, as in former cases, from the chief, but of 
which I did not learn the proper name.* This is a place of more 
importance than the Cumshewa village proper, and appears always 
to have been so. Many of the houses are still inhabited, but most look 
old and moss-gi*own, and the carved posts have the same aspect. Of 
houses there are now about sixteen, of posts forty-four. At the time 
of our visit, an old woman was having a new post erected in memory 
of a daughter who had died some years before in Victoria. The 
mother having amassed considerable property for the purpose, was 
prepared to make a distribution when the post had been fairly put up. 
The village borders the shore of a semicirculai* bay, which forms one 
side of a nari"Ow, shingly neck of land connecting two remai*kable little 
conical hills with the main. 

Klue's Village, properly called Tanoo, or by the Tshimsians Lax-skiky Kiue villa*©, 
is situated fourteen miles southward from the last, on the outer side of 
the inner of two exposed islands. The channel between the islands is 
so open as to afford little shelter, while the neighbourhood of the 
village is very rocky, and must be dangerous of approach in bad 
weather. There are about thirty cai-ved posts here, of all heights and 
stjies, with sixteen houses. The village, extending round a little 
rocky point, faces two ways, and cannot easily be wholly seen from 
any one point of view, which causes it to look less important than the 
last, though really possessing a larger population than it, and being in 
a more flourishing state than any elsewhere seen in the islands. There 
were a considerable number of strangers here at the time of our visit 
in July, 1878, engaged in the erection of a carved post and house for 
the chief. The nights are given to dancing, while sleep ^nd gambling 
divided the portions of the day which were not employed in the 
business in hand. Cedar planks of great size, hewn out long ago in 
anticipation, had been towed to the spot, and were now being dragged 
up the beach by the united efforts of the throng, dressed for the most 
part in gaily-coloured blankets. They harnessed themselves in clusters 
to the ropes, at the Egyptians are represented to have done, in their 
pictures, shouting and ye-hooing in strange tones to encourage 
themselves in the work. 

The Kun-xit Villajze is the most southern in the Queen Charlotte NinaUnce 

villaso. 

Islands. It is generally known as ^instance or Nin-stints, from the 
name of the chief, and is situated on the inner side of Anthony Island 
of the Admiralty sketch of Houston Stewart Channel. The villages 
marked as occuring in Houston Stewart Channel, on the same sketch, 

* Mr. J. 0. Swan inoedenUUly refen to it as Koomit p. 5, op. eit. 
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do not exist ; they have been little collections of rude houses for tempo- 
rary use in summer, and have now disappeared. There are still a good 
many Indians here, but I have seen the place only from a distance, and 
know little about it. When off this place on July 23i'd, Dixon was visited 
by eight canoes containing " near one hundred people," probably for 
the most part men, as it is mentioned, on the next day, that about 180 
people, men, women, and children, came out to the ship. 
Yiilatw on Besides the last mentioned, and the two villages near Gold Harbour, 

urMtooMt. thoi'C were formerly two or three other places where Haidas were 
I'osident on the west coast of the islands. One of these was at Tasoo 
Harbour, which is reported to be a large sheet of water. I could not 
learn whether the village here was a permanent one, but think it must 
have been so. It is not improbably that designated Too in Mr. Work's 
list, and is marked on an old sketch of the islands as standing on the 
north-west side of the harbour. A village was situated on the island 
called Hippa by Dixon, of which the Haida name was, I believe, 
MuS'too, Dixon gives a sketch of the island and village in the volume 
already referred to. Under date July 7th, 1*787, he writes of this 
place. — 
tUi»i»nh Inland. " About two o'clock in the afternoon, being close in shore, we saw 
several canoes putting off, on which we shortened sail, and lay too for 
them, as the wind blew pretty fresh. The place these people came 
fVom had a very singular appearance, and on examining it nan-owly, 
we plainly perceived that they lived in a very large hut, built on a 
small island, and well fortified after the manner of an hippah, on 
which account we distinguished this place by the name of Hippah 
Island. 

*^The tribe who inhabit this hippah seem well defended by nature 
from any sudden assault of their enemies ; for the ascent to it from the 
beach is steep, and difficult of access ; and the other sides are well barri- 
cadoed with pines and bnish wood ; notwithstanding which, they have 
been at infinite pains in raising additional fences of rails and boards ; 
so that I should think they cannot fail to repel any tribe that should 
dare to attack their fortification. 

" A number of circumstances had occurred, since our first trade in 
Cloak Bay, which convinced us, that the natives at this place wei*e of a 
more savage disposition, and had less intercoui'se with each other, than 
any Indians we had met with on the coast, and we began to suspect 
that they were cannibals in some degree. Captain Dixon no sooner 
saw the fortified hut just mentioned, than this suspicion was sti'ength- 
ened, as it was, he said, built exactly on the plan of the hippah of the 
savages at New Zealand. We purchased a number of excellent cloaks, 
and some good skins from the Indians, for which we gave a variety of 
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articles, some choosing toes, and others pewter basons, tin kettles, 
knives, &c. This tribe appeared the least we had yet seen ; I could 
not reckon more than thirty-four or thirty-six people in the whole 
party; but then it should be considered that these were probably 
chosen men, who perhaps expected to meet with their enemies, as 
they were equally prepared for war or trade." 

It is possible that the * fortified hut ' seen by Dixon was a pallisaded J[jJJW <P 
enclosure intended for times of danger only, and not the village usually Island, 
inhabited. Such a retreat formerly existed on the little island opposite 
Skidegate Village, though no trace of it now remains. 

The last village of which I have any knowledge, stood formerly on 
or very near Frederick Island of the maps. Its name, or that of the 
island, was Susk or Sisk. It is reputed to have been populous, but 
may never have been very important. Haidas belonging to this tribe 
came off to the Queen Charlotte on the 5th and 6th of July, " bringing 
a number of good cloaks, which they disposed of very eagerly." It is 
remarked further that: — "These people were evidently a different 
tribe from that we met with in Cloak Bay, and not so numerous ; I 
could not reckon up more than seventy-five or eighty persons along- 
side at one time. The furs in each canoe seemed to be a distinct 
property, and the people were particularly careful to prevent their 
neighbours from seeing what articles they bartered for." 

Poptilation of the Queen Charlotte Islands, 

As the population of the Queen Charlotte Islands has decreased, the 
smaller and less advantageously situatod towns have been abandoned • 
by the survivors, who have taken up their abode among the larger 
tribes to which they have happened to be related by marriage or 
otherwise. When the Indians are questioned as to why these places 
have been given up, they invariably say that all the people are de^, 
which may not be absolutely correct. Not any of the inhabited villages, 
however, now contain a tithe of the people for whom houses are yet 
standing. 

It is very difficult in all cases to form estimates of the number of the Estimate in* 
aboriginal tribes when first discovered, and it is a common error, from narrative, 
the too literal acceptance of the half fabulous stories of the sui-vivors, 
to greatly over-estimate the former population. The winter of the 
narrative of Captain Dixon's voyage has certainly not fallen into this 
mistake. He wntes (p. 224) : — " The number of people we saw during 
the whole of our traffic, was about eight hundred and fifty ; and if we 
suppose an equal number to be left on shore, it will amount to one 
thousand seven hundred inhabitants, which, I have reason to think. 
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will be found the extreme number of people inhabiting these islands, 
including women and children." It is to be remembered that Dixon 
not only did not anchor in any of the ports, but that most of the time 
he kept so far from the shore as to render it improbable that more 
^an a small proportion of the able-bodied men of each tribe should 
visit the ship. 

The number of searotter skins obtained by Dixon during the cruise 
about the Queen Charlotte Islands was 1821, ''many of them very fine; 
other furs we found in less variety here than in many other parts of 
the coast, the few racoons before mentioned, a few pine-martin, and 
some seals, being the only kinds we saw." 
^oSSonE^Mr ^ ^^^® heeii so fortunate as to obtain from Dr. W. F. Tolmie the 
-Jfohn Work, subjoined estimates of the numbers of the Haida tribes. These were 
made between the years 1836 and 1841 by the late Mr. John Work, 
and, though not framed from personal acquaintance with the Haida 
country, are supposed to be based on the most reliable sources, with 
which Mr. Work's long residence on the northern part of the coast of 
British Columbia had made him familiar. It is likely that even at 
this date the population of the islands had somewhat decreased, but in 
all probability not very materially. On examining the table it will 
be found that the villages are grouped under the common names in 
some instances, and that it is at times difficult to recognise what place 
is referred to. I have, however, endeavoured to test the table in 
regard to those places with which I am familiar, by comparing the 
relative importance of the different localities at present with that 
assigned to them here, and otherwise, and am persuaded that the 
figures are substantially correct, and pi-obably rather an under than an 
over-estimate if taken to represent the population when first brought 
into contact with the whites. 
Totals. The total number of Haidas living in the Queen Charlotte Islands, 

as given by Mr. Work, is 6593. The whole number of the Haida 
nation, including the Kai-ga-ni Haidas, 8328. The number of people 
assigned to each house in the Queen Charlotte Islands, according to 
Mr. Work's table, is found to be about thirteen, which, taking into 
consideration the size ot the houses and manner of living, is very 
moderate. 
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Estimate of the Number of Haida and Kai-ga-ni Indians, made between tfie 

years 1836 and 184^, by John Work, Esq. 



Namr. 



You-ah-noe 



e 
^ 



|i 



Click-«8s 



Qai-a-hanItiS8 



How-a-guan. . 
Shaw-a-gan... 
Cbat-chee-nie 



Totals 



' Lu-Ian.na . 
Nigh-tafiis 
Massette . . 






Ne-coon 

A-se-guang . . , 
Bkid-de-gates, 
Cum-flha-was 
Skee-dans . . , 



Qaee-ah 



Cloo 



Eish-a-win 
Kow-welth. 



Too 



Men. 



68 
98 
30 
117 
53 
65 

431 



Totals, 



80 

70 
630 

24 

34 
191 

80 
115 

87 
169 

80 
131 

46 

1736 



Women. 


Boys. 


70 


44 


105 


102 


35 


42 


121 


113 


61 


54 


62 


59 


454 


414 


76 


69 


69 


72 


C50 


589 


27 


29 


31 


27 


182 


176 


74 


63 


121 


98 


79 


68 


164 


106 


74 


85 


146 


146 


49 


50 


1742 


1476 



Girli. 



52 
112 

41 
107 

61 

63 



436 



71 

69 
604 

42 

28 
189 

69 
105 

74 
107 

90 
139 

52 

1639 



Housea. 

18 
26 
8 
27 
14 
18 



HI 



20 

15 

160 

6 

9 

48 

20 

30 

20 

40 

18 

36 

10 

430 
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Present popuia- Tho present population of the northern end of the Queen Charlotte 
ia^ds.^ * Islands is roughly estimated by Mr. Collison, the missionary there, to 
number about 800. In Skidegate inlet about 500 Haidas now remain, 
and are probably nearly equally divided between the two villages above 
described. Without referring in detail to the other villages, for which 
no sufficiently precise information was obtained, it is probable that the 
total population of the islands at the present time is from 1700 to 2000. 
In this estimate it is intended to include all the Haidas belonging to 
the islands, even those who live most of the time away from their 
native villages. From Skidegate Inlet and places south of it, a large 
proportion of the natives are always absent, generally in Victoria. 
From the north end of the islands comparatively few go to Victoria, 
while a good many resort to Fort Wrangel and other northern settle- 
ments. 
Number of the The number of the people of the same stock in the southern part of 
Alaska, who may be classed together as Kai-ga-ni, is estimated by Mr. 
W. H. Dall at 300.* 
yiUnwite Notwithstanding the alarmingly rapid decrease of the Haida people 

Haidas. during the century, it is not probable that the nation is fated to utter 

extinction. Like other tribes brought suddenly in contact with the 
whites, they will reach, if they have not already arrived at, a certain 
critical point, having passed which they will continue to maintain 
their own, or even to grow in numbers. As already indicated, the 
Haidas show a special aptitude in construction, carving, and other 
forms of handiwork; and it should be the endeavour of those interested 
in their welfare to promote their education in the simpler mechanical 
arts, by the practice of which they may be able to earn an honest 
livelihood. When the fisheries of the coast are properly developed, 
they will also be found of great service as fishermen; and were there a 
ready sale for cured fish, they might bo taught so to improve their 
native methods as to ensure a marketable product. Saw-mills must 
soon spring up in tho Queen Charlotte Islands to utilize their magni- 
ficent timber, and it is probable that in the course of years broad acres 
of fertile farms will extend where now unbroken forest stands. In 
such industries as these the natives may also doubtless be enlisted, 
but before they can bo prosecuted justly the Indian title must be 
disposed of This, in the case of these people, will be a matter of 
considerable difficulty, for as we have already seen, they hold their 
lands not in any loose general way, but have the whole of the islands 
divided and apportioned off as the property of certain families, with 

• United 8tate« Geological and Geographical Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region ; 
Contributions to ^orth American Ethnology. Vol. I., p. 40. 
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• 

customs fully developed as to the inheritance and transfer of lands. 
The authority of the chiefs is now so small that it is more than 
doubtful whether the people generally would acquiesce in any bargain 
between the chiefs in an official capacity- and the whites, while 
the process of extinguishing by purchase the rights of each family 
would be a very tedious and expensive one. The negotiations will 
need to be conducted with skill and care. At present, anyone requir- 
ing a spot of ground for any purpose, must make what bargain he can 
with the person to whom it belongs, and will probably have to pay 
-dearly for it. 
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APPENDIX B. 



VOCABULARY OF THE HAIDA INDIANS 



OP THE 



QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 



The following vocabulary, though by no means complete, may serve 
to represent the Haula language for purposes of linguistic compai'ison. 
Most of the woi-ds were obtained by myself from intelligent natives, 
often through the medium of the Chinook jargon, aided by drawings 
or explanations, and in some cases by a slight knowledge of English 
in my informant. While generally correct, it may therefore in some 
cases be in error, and in occasional instances phrases or shoii; sentences 
seem pretty obviously to have been given in place of single words. 
It is also to be observed that the Masset and Skidegate dialects ai'e not 
so diverse as they might appear to be on a slight examination of the 
lists, for while in most cases the same w(»rd has been obtained in each 
locality, but with some degree of modification, not infrequently a 
different word with the same or similar meaning has been substituted, 
though that set down in the other dialect may also be well understood. 
It may further be remarked that the syllable tl or hi prefixed to many 
words, probably in most cases represents the article, but where 1 have 
not been sure of this I have hesitated to remove it. The words, 
before being written down, were invariably repeated by myself till I 
succeeded in pronouncing them to the satisfaction of my instructor. 

The indefinite character of the pronunciation of an unwritten 
language is so marked, in most of those with which I have had to do, 
that in the absence of personal familiarity with the language, the use 
of a complete and highly elaborated system of orthography is in 
practice almost impossible. I have therefore employed, with little 
alteration, that suggested in No. 160 of the Smithsonian Miscellaneous 
Collections, entitled Instructions for Besearch relative to the Ethnology 
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and Philology of America. The value of the principal characters 
used, according to the scheme adopted, is as follows: — 

a as long in father y short in German hat (nearly as in English what), 

e as long in they^ short in met. 

i as long in marine, short in j^m. 

as long in notey short in home or French mot. 

00 as long in fooly pool. 

a as in but. 

ai as in aisle, 

o{ as in oil. 

02^7 as in how. 

eu as in plume. 

y as in you. 

X represents the guttural sound sometimes indicated by ch or gh. 
The long value of vowels is distinguished by the macroHy thus d, i; 
the short value by the brevCy thus d, B. 

The words are arranged nearly in the oi*der of those in the Introduc- 
tion to the Study cf Indian Languages by J. W. Powell. I am indebted 
to Mr. Powell for copies of this publication, which have been of 
essential service. * G. M. D. 



English. 



Man 

Woman 

Old man 

Old woman 

Young man 

Young woman 

Boy 

Girl 

Infant 

Widower 

Widow 

Bachelor (old) 

Maid (old) 

Head 

Hair 

Crown of the head 

Scalp 

Face 

Forehead 

Eye 

Pupil of the eye... 
Eyelash 



Skidegatb Dialect. 



i-hling-a. 

xada 

kei-a 

kei-a 

ko,-ha 

he-tot-i-na-ha 



koo-del 

tl-hungut-a 



n 



skung-un-ta 



u 



kdd-ze 

kaskai-tl 

tlrhad-ze 

kas-il 

hoang-a 

ktcul 

hung-e , 

hung-ihl-tan-gai — 
hung-iM-ta-gut'Se •. 



Masset Dla^lect. 



kd-d. 

nun-kea-tza-da. 

ori-tling-a. 

d-tzed-a. 

hdrtlel-a. 

xa-da-hit-zoo. 

na-d-tzoo-tzoo. 

Orwdh-tl-tza-koo-tl 

tl-kldl'koo-tlh. 

kum-ilrxd-dnrang. 

kum-ldrina-ing. 

kdtz. 

katUkdi-tl. 

kling-ootz. 

kdtz-kul. 

hang-i. 

kwul. 

hung-e. 

hung-kon. 

hung-H-torkumti 



\fZ, 
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English. 



E^ebi^ow , 

Upper eyelid 

Lower eyelid 

Ear-lobe 

Ear 

Perforation in ear 

External opening of ear 

Nose 

Eidge of nose 

Nostril 

Septum of nose 

Perforation of septum of nose 

Cheek 

Beaixl 

Mouth 

Upper lip 

Lower lip 

Tooth 

Tongue 

Saliva 

Palate 

Throat 

Chin 

Neck 

Adam's apple 

Body 

Shoulder 

Shoulder-blade 

Breast of a man 

Breast of a woman 

Nipples 

Hip 

Waist 

Belly 

Navel 

Eight arm 

Left arm 

Arm-pits 

Arm above elbow 

Elbow 

Arm below elbow 

Wrist 

Hand 

Palm of hand 

Bhck of hand 

Fingers 

Thumb 

Point of finger 



Skibsqate Dialect. 



sk€ts-how .... 
hung-a-kal ... 
hung-hca-ul . 
giu-tun-gai .. 

g^ 

giu-hJBL 

giU'katU 

kwun 

kimm-6-na . . . 

kwun-katU... 

ktcun-tun-gai 

ktmmrhil 

kun-tse-da ... 

skow-rS 

het'U 

kut-slrrun . .. 



(( 



tsing-a..,. 
tang-iL. . 
klan-a .... 
shing-i-je . 
ka-gin-zoo 

tl-kai 

hxl 



ka-tli 

skul 

skul-ka-ul'ting-e 
klin-i-we 

klun-ewe-kun-a . 



kool-tung-i, 

ki-xi 

skil 

hie 



(( 



skwt-a-ka-tli ... 

hie-kwul 

Me-tsi-kwe 

hea-kow 

slai-kwul-ting-e 

slai 

stlrka-gun 

stl-oona 

slai 

stl'kw6-da 

stl-koan-a 



Masset Dialect. 



skidtz. 

hungkuL 

hung-kwa-uL 

giu-stdi, 

giu, 

giU'$tai-ktL 

giU'hiL 

kwun. 

kwun-il-kOn, 

ktcun-zool, 

kwun-iht-tdtz, 

kumn-kl'tl-d. 

tlrtzut, 

kdi-ow-d. 

hatU. 

kivoo-se-oon. 

kwoot-had-goO'Se, 

tsing. 

tdng-il. 

kldn or tltd, 

slng-itz. 

ka-gin-zoo, 

tl-kai. 

hxl. 

tsiS'tdnga. 

hloo. 

skul. 

skul-d-ul. 

tlin-oo-a. 

tlin-loo-e. 

klin-oo-e-hoot-zoo. 

anl'kican. 

kHz. 

sol-goost. 

slan-goost. 

shvut-kd-tle, 

hie-kuml. 

hl-kums-i. 

hea-kow. 

sli-hcdl-fung-i. 

stlai. 

stlai-kdn. 

stlai-skwai. 

stU-kung-i. 

stle-kicat. 
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English. 



Second finger 

Little finger 

Finger-nail , 

Knackle 

Space between knuckles. 
Eump 

Leg 

Leg above knee 

Knee 

Knee-pan 

Leg below knee 

Calf of leg 

Ankle , 

Ankle-bone 

Instep , 

Foot 

Sole of foot 

Heel 

Toe 

Large toe 

Fourth toe 

Toe-nail 

Blood 



Vein or artery 

Brain 

Heart 

Kidney 

Lung 

Liver 

Stomach 

Eib 

Pulse 

Vertebra} 

Spine 

Foot-print 

Intestine 



Skideqate Dialect. 



stl-kwo-da 

stlrkumn 

stl-tam-i-ri 

stl'ke-ta-ss 

stl-hul 

kial 

til 

kwul-lo 

kwul-oo-korrun-gi . 

kiatl'ka-run 

kiatl-kow 

sta-kivul-ting-i 

tam-a-re 

sta-oona 

stai 

stuk-a-run 

sta-kwai 

sta-kung-e 

sta-kwun-e 

sta-kwo-ta 

sta-kwun 

kai 

kai-ins'ki-a , 

ka-sintsin-a 

kou-ga 



hUkoo-hoo-whe 

tl-kwul 

ke-tzi 

he-we 



tsoo-L. 
std-siL 
lan-e, . 



MaSSET DlAIiECT. 



stlai-ok-se, 
stla-dt. 
stla-kwun, 
stl-tum-ai. 

stlooL 

kunil-o. 

Ul 

kwul-o-kutz, 

kwul-o-hdl, 

kiatl-kow. 

stai-kwool-ting-ai, 

tum-ai, 

sta-oon. 

kl-stai, 

stai'kdn, 

sta-kwo-si- 

stuk-ung-e, 

sta-kwai. 

sta-ot, 

di, 

ai-inski-d. 

ka-sin-tzung. 

kook. 

tl-xai. 

tl-koo-whi, 

kitz. 

lU-wit. 

stlai-hai-hll-tung. 

tsoo-i. 

ki'tzdt. 

sai-sil-e. 

slan. 



The following words expressing relationships, were obtained for me 
by the Rev. Mr. Collison, of Massct, and were written down by him in 
conformity with the usual English mode of pronouncing the vowels. 
I have thought it best not to attempt to bring it into uniformity with 
the rest of the vocabulary by transliteration. — 



English. 


Masset Dialect. 


Wife said by husband 


cha or sfui. 



Husband said by wife tla-hal. 
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English. 



Son said by father 

Father said by son 

Son said by mother 

Mother said by son 

Daughter said by father 

Father said by daughter 

Daughter said by mother 

Mother said by daughter 

Younger sister said by elder brother 

Eider brother said by younger sister 

Younger brother said by elder bi'Other , 

Elder brother said by younger brother 

Younger brother said by elder sister 

Elder sister said by younger brother 

Younger sister said by elder sister 

Elder sister said by younger sister 

Elder son's wife said by father 

Husband's father said by wife 

Elder son's wife said by mother , 

Husband's mother said by wife 

Elder daughter's husband said by father , 

Wife's father said by husband 

Elder daughter's husband said by mother •... 

Wife's mother said by husband 

Younger son's wife said by father 

Husband's father said by wife 

Younger son's wife said by mother 

Husband's mother said by wife 

Younger daughter's husband said by father . 

Wife's father said by husband 

Younger daughter's husband said by mother 



Masset Dlalect. 



keet. 

haung. 

kin. 

oway. 

keet. 

hah'ta. 

keet. 

oway. 

chas'toon. 

da-i. 

toon. 

quia. 

toon. 

chas-i, 

ioon-ay. 

qui-ay. 

keet'Cha. 

tlah-al-haung» 

keet-quia-cha. 

tlah-al-ow. 

keet-quia-tlahaU 

cha-haht, 

keet-quia-tlaJial. 

cha-ow. 

keet-toon-cha. 

tlahal-haung. 

keet-toon-cha. 

ow-tlah-al. [hal. 

n-chada-keet'toon-tla' 

cha-hming. [hah 

n-chada-kest-toon-tla- 



Enqlish. 



Orphan 

Father whose children have 

all died 

StilM)orn child 

God 

Soul 

Devil 

Medicine-man 

Dead body 

Tomb-house 

Box for the dead 

Hat (any covering for head) . 
Head-dress of feathers 



Skideoate Dialect. 



tl-kin-qit-d. 

ge-tuHng-fiai-loo-a. 

ko-da-ka-tlug-a. 

sun-i-a-tlai-dus. 

ka-tlun-dai. 

hai-de-tdn-a. 

skd-ga, 

tl'kd'da. 

sa-tling-un-nai. 

sa-tling-un, 

tortsung. 

hl'tun-wd. 



Masset Dialect. 
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English. 



(( 



(( 



Mask 

Medicine-man's necklace of 

bone 

Loin-cloth, or breoch-cloth ... 

Moccasin 

Blanket 

Paint, black 

red 

yellow 

Tattoo marks 

Tattoo marks on arms 

Buckskin ^ 

Beaver skin 

Otter skin 

Awl, of bone 

Sinew 

Thread, of sinew 

Thread, of skin 

Pole lodge 

Slab lodge 

Doorway of lodge 

Smoke-hole 

Mat 

Bed 

Fire 

Blaze 

Living coals 

Dead " 

Ashes 

Smoke 

Soot 

Fire-place 

Fire-wood 

Poker 

Half-burnt brands 

Bow of wood 

Bow-string 

Arrow 

Notch in end of arrow (for 

bow-string) 

Arrow-head of bone 

Glue 

Quiver 

War-club 

War-spear 

Fish -spear 

Armour of sea-lion's skin — 
Helmet of same material*... 



Skideqate Dialect. 



ni'Xungica. 

hl'ki-std-ge. 

ht-kit-ki-kl-gt. 

stal-kun-gi. 

gidt. 

hai-da-mas-a. 

mesh. 

kun-tlulh. 

ki-dd. 

hia-ki'da. 

whoon. 

tsoon-kuL 

nai-ke, 

kit-ul'kow or kwo-stlin 

hoi, 

hai-thul-ga. 

kai-tlul. 

nas-koo-sil. 

na, 

kiu, 

ki-nit. 

il-gush. 

tai'dun. 

t$a-no, 

ko-ha-gung, 

tas. 

stun. 

hl-tul-hait. 

kai-ow. 

hul-kat, 

tsan-oo-dan. 

tsan-oo. 

kin-i-hl'totv. 

kot-hul. 

tl-kit. 

slan, 

kung-al. 

slo-sta-rai. 

skoods-i-ta-ltmg. 

xa-tl. 

how-it-kivchde. 

shid-ze. 

xatL 

ki-to. 

xit-as-ko. 

skutl-tad'Zung. 
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English. 



Canoo 

Drum 

Fish-lino 

Line, of kelp 

Fish-net 

Fish-hook 

Pipe, of stone 

Pipe-stem, of wood 

Cup 

Large wooden dish 

Bowl 

Stone mortar 

Stone pestle 

Fire-<lrill . 

Horn ladle 

Axe 

Adze 



Knife 

Knife-handle 

Knife-point 

Knife-edge 

Knifo-back 

Scraper 

Borer 

Woman's fish-knife 

P'lour 

Meat 

Native tobacco 

Stew 

Doll 

Wooden rattle 

Song 

Beaver 

Bear, (grizzlv) 

'' (black) 

Caribou 

I>og 

Deer 

P'.rmine 



(ioat (mountain) 
Mouse (wood) ... 

Mole 

Marten 

Otter 

Sea-otter 

Porcupine 

Squirrel (red)... 
Wolf 



Skideoate Dialect. 



kloo. 

kow-xa, 

gin, 

tl-gai, 

ka-tUoo, 

ta-whul. 

skads-oot-la. 

kicai'Skads-oic. 

skadl-ho. 

kai-tla. 

ka-nil-o. 

ta-ro. 

ta-ro-tsung. 

hirkai-ge, 

skood'Sla-guL 

kitl'xow. 

ho-ta, 

skoic, 

skow-gi-gui. 

skoW'kai, 

skoW'ko-na. 

skow-skwe. 

katl-ka-tla, 

ka-tulrO, 

ta-ka-do, 

hul'kica-his-ta. 

ki-ra. 

hai-dorkumlrra, 

ki-a-huls-a-goo-da. 

git 

shi'Sha. 

ska-lung, 

fsung, 

hoots, 

tan, 

xiS'koo. 

ha, 

kat, 

klik-a. 

mut. 

si-ang, 

ka-gun. 

koo-hoo, 

sli-goo, 

koh, 

owh-te, 

tas-ga, 

koo-dze. 
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WCSBOI 

Frog 

Whalo (whale-bone) . 

Whale (killer) 

Porpoise 

Seaf 

Fnr-seal 

Antlers 

Bone (of iiniinal) 

Claw " 

Dung " 

EotrailB " 

Fat " 

Gullet " 

Hoof " 
Hwr " 
Heart " 

LungH " 

Bluejay 

Crow 

Raven 

Crane 

Dnck (mallai-d) 

Eagle (whito-headed) 

firouae (blue) 

Goose (Canada) 

GqH 

Humming-bird 

Loon 

Owl 

Pelican 

Pigeon (sea) 

Swan 

Sb»g ^... 

Teal (green-wingod) . 

Woodpecker 

Beak or bill 

Mouth (of bin!) 

Tongue (of bird) 

Wings 

Claws 

Egg 

Shell of egg 

Yolk of egg 

White of ogg 

Dog-fish 

Halibut 



Skidioate Dialect. 

klig-aski-da. [7«l«. 

tl-iam-ko-aial, or icuA- 

kwoon. 

ska-goot. 

skuml. 

hoot. 

kwoun. 

kwori-hit-kian. 

skood-ze. 

Stlrhmm. 

stlan-e. 
kai-joo. 
ka-gin-zoo. 
stOrkoon. 

fl'kow. 
koo-ga. 

tl-koo-hoo-whe. 
klai-tloi. 



ko-ya. 
ht-Uo. 
ha-ha. 

hoot. 

kl-ki-toon. 

kort^-ta-tsoo-t 
ta-tl. 

kvt-kirun-is. 

skai. 

ska-tung-a. 

tl-whoon. 

kel-o. 

chi-goots-rid. 



koo-da. 

het-U. 

tang-il. 

hiai. 

ta-koon. 

hl-tul-ga-re. 

x'S-ltai-de-gai. 

xik-a-de-gai. 

ka-hud-a. 

hah-ko. 
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Enqlish. 

Salmon, (hook-bUl) .... 

" (small red).,.. 

" (dog-tooth) ,, 

(largest) 

Trout 

Shark 

Herring 

Flounder 

Oolacben 

Pollock 

Mackerel 

Cod 

Xtfirge-headed cod 

Sculpin 

Cai-dium 

ClaiuB (small epeciee) 
ClaoiB (large species). 
Mussel 

" (large) 

Rock cod (red) 

(black) 

Crab (common) 

" (large rough)..., 

Octopus 

Sea-urchin (large) 

(smdl) ... 

Star-fish 

Skate 

Mouth (offish) 

Eye (of fish) 

GUIs , 

Breast fin. 

Belly fin 

Back fin , 

Tail fin 

Scales , 

Herring eggs 

Salmon " 

Halibut " 

Ant 

Bee 

Flee 

Fly 

Mosquito 

Spider 

Bud of tree 

Leaf 

Branch 

13 



Seidsqate Dialect. 



torrtai. 
ta-tlut. 

ka-hut-tOrOw-ga. 
Ummg. 

tal. 

sa-ow. 

skiU. 

siiU-te-^a. 

stai-dai. 

ska-gai. 

kai-yl and kla-m, 

skiaL 

korga. 



ta-kaow. 

skun. 

/dts-ha-latiff. 



xi-tra. 

xin-e-ke-tU. 

Idn-e-htttig^. 

xUti. 

xin-i-hia. 

hm-i-luri. 

tl-kamra. 



hah-ko-kled-a. 

koot-is-ka-how. 

Ocal. 

ekai. 

had-hiti-gwun. 

tshi-kul-di-gjca. 

kwot-zi-a. 

tkant-a-skin-an. 

kO. 
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Enolish. 

Onteide bark 

loner " 

Trunk 

Stntnp 

Boot 

Main roote 

Leaves of spmoe 

Clouda 

gr 

Horizon 

8nn 

Moon 

Half moon 

Crescent moon 

Stars 

Shooting star 

Anrora 

Bainbow 

Pog 

Proet 

Sdow 

Hail... 

Ice 

Icicle 

Water 

Imago reflected by water. . 

Foam 

Wave 

Current 

Eddy 

E«n 

Thunder 

Lightning 

Wind 

North wind 

North-oast wind 

East wind 

South eaet wind 

West wind 

North-west wind 

Whiilwiod 

The ground 

Dust 

Mud 

Sand 

Salt 

Stone 

North 
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hita-gmirtti. 

ki-jia. 

tsoo-e. 

kumlrfe. 

hRtig-a. 

skoo9-rtm-da. 

hl'kang-wa. 

kai-ow. 

ym. 

kwaitt-rin-vxak. 
tzoo-rl. 
kung. 
kimg^-toi. 

kung-M-hatt-a. 

kai-tza. 

kai-Uoon-a-re. 

i/mi-ko-ka. 

ktPotsa-kwo-kun. 

i/in-in-tung-u>a-ta. 

kul-oong-tal 

ta-ow. 

kortta-bmg. 

kuli-ga. 

ta-di-atil^ooa. 

kun-tl. 

kUg-Orhons-l. 

skml-r6. 

ho. 

tzoo-a and kwok-ying. 

tzoo-kwirtlvl. 

tell. 

hUing-a. 

skut-koruUta. 

ta-jow. 

himc. 

kwostill. 

ka-di-sta-ka-dw. 

hiw. 

ka-honst-a^a. 

kli-gist-koonst. 

ta-<i:o-kai-re. 



■ga. 



tang-a. 
hl-ka. 
kla-hoQS-ti-ga. 
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English. 



East. 
South 
West.. 



Black 

Blue 

Brown 

Grey 

Green 

Bed 

Vermilion... 

White 

Striped 

Check 

Spots 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five *. 

Six 

Seven 

Eight 

Nine 

Ten 

Eleven 

Twelve 

Thirteen .... 
Nineteen ..., 

Twenty 

Twenty-one . 
Twenty-two 



Skideoate Dlalect. 



sun-dhtng-hilrga. 

xioo 

je-we-kai-geun. 



Twenty-three 
Twenty-four , 



A year 

A moon 

Half of the moon , 

New moon 

Half moon 

Day 

Night 

A day (twenty-four hours) 

Dawn 

Sunrise 

Noon 



Masset Dlaleot. 



hlA-JU. 
kinrhUlh, 

SUS-ifHUL 

hlatrklnrdil 

oMh. 

si-it 

mu8. 

ut'ta, 

ses-^Xrlci-dung. 

ts^um-CL 

fdalrhdrdis, 

swdnsung. 

stoang-a, 

tl-kwun-ihl, 

stan-sung, 

kU-lha. 

kloo-ttn-iJU. 

$ik-icd, 

storinsung^. 

kld-al-swansin-goo. 

klal, 

kldl-tooU-swdnrSung. 

kldl'Wok'Stoong, 

kldl-wok-tlrkwtm-ihL 

kldl-wok-stan-sung-a, 

lug-ws-wdn-go, [sung. 

lug-ws-wdn-wok^an- 

lug-wS'Wdn-wok^ 

stoang. 
lug-ws-wdnrwok-tlr 

kxcul-ifd, 
lug-ws-wan-wok- 

stan-sung. 
simrklna. 
kung-kais^h. 
kung-kms-kin-oe. 
kung-kl-dldng. 
kung-in-oe. 
ut-ka-gun. 
aUgd. 

tin-swdn-sin, 
sandrlin-hait 
sing-di, 
sin-tut'Zd, 
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English. 



Sunset 

Midnight > 

Day before yesterday 

Yesterday 

To^ay 

Now 

Past time 

Future lime 

One man 

Three men 

Fewmen 

Many men 

One woman ^ 



One dog 

Two dogs.... 
Three dogs . 
Few dogs ... 
Many dogs . 
All the dogs 



Skidegate Dialect. 



Masset Dialect. 



sing-i-a, 

dl-yak, 

ardahlrtal-ist. 

drdoM. 

ai-yut 

et'dn. 

a-wdhl, 

kwai, 

hm-da'Swan-mng, 

hai-dorkwun-ihl, 

hcU-da-kow-ga, 

hai'dorhwan-ga. 

nish-wa-da-swan- 

sung. 
Jui-swan'Sung. 
ha-stin-ga. 
horwhun-ikL 
ha-ge-hi'Whit'Zoo. 
ha-kwan-ga, 
ha-ge'ica-tloo-gun. 



English. 



Cat 

Horse 

Saddle 

Axe 

Auger 

Awl (of metal) 

Hand-drill 

Broom 

Comb 

Knife (pocket) 

Knife 

Fork 

Hammer 

Iron kettle 

Tin plate 

Scissors 

Table 

Pistol 

Flint gun 

Eamrod 

Cannon 

Bullet 

Powder 



Masset Dialect. 



toos, 

kaiU'tin, 

wohlrgit-ldn-oo, 

kiutl'tzow, 

klal'kow. 

klt-ilrkaw. 

tl-kl-a-ka. 

tl-ki-ak-tdb, 

tl-ki'tlun-ga. 

ydtz-kwt-kumng-a, 

yortzd, 

kut-tdrow. 

klril-hld, 

ts-tlang-oo. 

ki-kldrtl-tld, 

tsai-to, 

kit-td-tin-e, 

tzook-koo-kwoot'ZOO, 

tzook-koo-k^gang-a, 

turirstdro. 

kwan-tow, 

klas-ka-kit-ta. 

o-kl'tdrow. 



Bemaeks. 



Conniption of puss. 
Chinook. 

Long handle. 



Knife that folds. 
To lift food. 



Burns fast. 
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English. 



Iron 

Lead 

Silver 

Cap or hat 

Coat 

Vest 

Shirt 

Trousers 

Boots 

Slippers 

Stockings 

Shawl 

Dress (gown) 

Match (friction) 

Tobacco 

Whiskey 

Finger-ring 

Mirror 

Saw 

Picture 

Paper 

Eoad 

Interpreter 

Peace-maker between stran- 



Skidbgatb Dlalbct. 



gers 



yi-e-dzi, 

xi-guil-hui, 

tal-hkd, 

tOrtsung, 

xit-is-koo, 

sko-stow. 

whcU'tiS'koo. 

koon. 

ska-tlrkoon, 

stas-kai^i-tlrka'dla, 

hil-a-hul-ta-ow, 

kun-tai-giat 

tl-kit-kie. 

ta-kooTirtloo. 

kicuL 

kln-tat-kas, 

stil-gie. 

hans-hang-oo, 

hio. 

ki-gun-i-ja-go. 

kiJrka-lan-oo, 

kieu, [^sJuirM'da, 

M'Ui'Wwn.'i'Shush'ki'' 

kl-kum-ti-guisJioo. 



Eemabks. 



Speech written down 
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APPEINDIX C. 



ON SOME MARINE INYERTEBRATA 



ntOM THK 



QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 

BY J. F. WHITEAVES. 



The whole of the specimens belonging to the species enumerated in 
the following lists were collected by Dr. G. M. Dawson and his brother, 
Mr. Bankine Dawson, in the summer season of 18*78, on the eastern 
coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands, along its whole extent, and off 
the northern extremity of Graham Island, between Virago Sound and 
North Island. 

With the exception of a few and for the most part common littoral 
forms, which wore found to be very generally distributed, it has been 
thought desirable to place on record the exact locality and station at 
which each species was obtained, by dredging or otherwise, although 
the doing of this has necessarily involved some reiteration which 
might othei-wise have been avoided. 

For valuable notes on the echinodermata and corals, and for the 
descriptions of new species of Archaster and Solastery the writer is 
indebted to Prof A. E. Verrill, of Yale College. Mr. W. H. Dall, of 
the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, has kindly examined and 
identified some of the smaller and more critical species of moUusca. 

The Crustacea collected by Dr. Dawson on the coast of Vancouver, 
as well as at the Queen Charlotte Islands, have been reported on 
separately by Prof S. I. Smith, of Yale College. 

A curious fact, established by these collections, is the occurrence at 
the Queen Charlotte Islands of several species of marine moUosca 
previously found only much further to the southwards, and hitherto 
supposed to be peculiar to the Californian fauna. The most notable of 
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these are Leda ccelata, Hinds ; Bryophila setasa^ Carpenter ; Mitromorpha 
filosa, Carpenter ; Odostomia stramnea^ Carpenter ; LameUaria Steamsii^ 
Dall; Fo^te^^ynf^^rmis, Carpenter; AmphiMa versicolor^ J)9\\. 

Among the corals, too, the only locality previously known for 
Paracyathus caltha was Monterey. 

The following is a list of all the species recognised so far, but the 
foraminifera, hydrozoa, and polyzoa, of which a rather extensive series 
was procured, have yet to be studied : 

SPONQIDiE. 

Ghrantia ciUata^ Fabricius. Dredged at moderate depths and at various 
localities on the coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands, also at 
Vancouver. 

TetJiea, Sp. undt. Not yet examined. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 
from 15 to 20 fathoms, two fine specimens. 

Htdboida* 

'Allopora venusta^ Verrill. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 'from 15 to 20 
fathoms, five specimens. 

This species is placed in this division on the authority of Prof. Verrill. 

Anthozoa. 

BalanophyUia elegansy Verrill. With the preceding; also in 20 fathoms, 
at the mouth of Gumshewa Harbour, several fine specimens. 

Paracyatkus caltha^ Verrill. Same localities and depths as the last 
species. 

'< Numerous specimens, of various sizes and varying considerably 
in form, from narrow and nearly cylindrical to broad cup-shaped.'^ — 
Verrill. 

Ophiuboidea. 

Ophioglypha Lutkeni^ Lyman. Abundant at Dixon Entrance, in 111 
fathoms. 

'^ These are larger than the original specimen described by Lyman, 
and show some variation. On the basal portion of the arms there are 
two tentacle-scales. The radial-shields are long oval, with the inner 
end pointed ; they only touch each other in the middle. Mouth-shields 
broad spearnshaped, the outer end broad and a little prolonged, obtusely 
rounded ; the side angles prominent and rounded ; the inner end trian- 
gular, with slightly incurved sides. Arm spines three, acute, the 
upper one considerably longest. The arms, towards the base, are high, 



4 
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with a slight dorsal ridge. Color, ash-gray above, white below." — 
Verrill. 

OpMophoUs Careyiy Lyman. Mouth of Comshewa Harbonr, in 20 
fathoms, not very common. 

" Agrees with the description of the original type." — ^Verrill. The 
correctness of the identification of this and of the preceding species 
has also been corroborated by Col. Lyman, to whom specimens of both 
were sent. 

Amphiura urtica, Lyman. Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 fathoms. 
Several small specimens. Determined by Prof. Verrill, who 
remarks concerning them : 

" They have few small spinules on the plates near the edge of the 
disk. The under arm-plates ai*e squarish, with a notch on the outer 
edge, as in the original specimens." 

ASTERIOIDEA. 

Asterias epicMora, Brandt. (?) Littoral, and apparently not very 
common. • 

" Rays five. Spines of dorsal surface evenly distributed, nearly 
equal, rather long, somewhat enlai*ged and sulcate at the tips, and sur- 
rounded, above the base, by a thick wreath of minor pedicellarise. 
Adambulacral spines in two rows, slender. Ventral spines longer, 
stouter, obtuse, sulcated at tips, forming four close rows." — ^Verrill. 

Asterias ochracea, Brandt. The most common of the littoral species 
collected. 

Asterias heccactiSy Stimpson. Found spainngly at or near low- water 
mark. 

Letptasterias. (" Near L. MuUeri and Z. tenera.^') Virago Sound, in 
from 8 to 15 fathoms, several small and poorly preserved 
specimens. 

" Bays five, slender. Adambulacral spines slender, mostly two to a 
plate. Lateral and dorsal spines slender, not crowded." — ^Verrill. 

Pycnopodia heUanthoideay (Brandt.) Stimpson. Below low- water mai'k 

in Skidogate Inlet, but rather uncommon. 
Solaster Stimpsoniy Verrill. Sp. nov. Beach at Bamsay Island, five or 

six specimens. 

" This species is allied to S, endeca of the North Atlantic. It has a 
smaller disk and longer rays, usually ten in number. One of the larger 
dried specimens has the radius of the disk 1-25 inches ; of the rays 4 to 
4'50 inches. Color of the disk and base of rays, above, light red ; lower 
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surface yellowish. The rays are long, round, regularly tapered. 
Upper surface covered with clusters of small blunt spinules or paxillsa, 
mostly six to eight in a group, on the rays ; and ten to twelve on the 
disk, where they are more crowded. In smaller specimens there are 
fewer spinules in the clusters. These spinules are larger, stouter, 
more obtuse and more numerous than in S. endeca. On the lower side 
the interbrachial spaces are smaller than in S, endeca^ with fewer 
plates, each of which bears a close group, usually of four or five taper- 
ing spinules, rather larger than those of* the dorsal surface, and much 
stouter and fewer than the corresponding spinules of S, endeca. The 
plates forming the lower margin of the disk are less prominent than in 
S. endeca; and each bears a transverse group of about twelve to sixteen 
spinules, similar to those of the sides and under surface of the rays* 
Along the grooves each adambulacral plate bears on its inner end two 
small, short, tapered spines, which form a longitudinal row, and outside 
of these a transverse row of about eight, much longer and larger, tap- 
ered spines, with rough, blunt tips. These are stouter, less acute and 
less rough than those of S, endeca. The oral plates beai* six strong and 
rather long spines at the inner end, the middle ones longest. These 
are stouter and not so long as those of S, endeca, 

" This is, possibly, the form called Asterias endeca^ var. decemradiata 
by Brandt (Solaster decemradiatus Stimp). But Brandt gave no 
description whatever." — Verrill. 

Solaster Dawsoniy Verrill. Sp. nov. Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 
fathoms, one specimen. 

" Of this species I have seen but a single dried specimen, with 
twelve rays. Badius of the disk, '80 of an inch; of the rays, 2' 10. It 
has the general appearance and proportions of S. endeca^ as seen from 
above, but resembles Crossaster papposus beneath. The plates of the 
upper surface and their clusters of spinules are even smaller, more 
numerous and more crowded than in the former species, there being 
usually ten to twelve minute and short spinules to each plate. The 
plates, when denuded of spines, are small, rounded and convex. The 
marginal plates are prominent, and each bears a prominent transverse 
group of numerous, small, slender spinules, forming two rows of about 
twelve to fourteen each. The interbrachial spaces, beneath, are very 
small and narrow, with few plates, each of which beara a group of 
three or four slender spinules. These spaces are very much smaller 
than in S, decemradiatus^ and still smaller as compared with 8, endeca. 
The adambulacral plates bear a longitudinal group of three, rather 
long, slender spines on the inner end, and outside of these a ti*ansverse 
group of four or five, scarcely larger ones. The oral plates bear six 
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long, blunt spines, the middle ones longest. The adambalacral spines 
especially the inner ones, are mach larger and longer than in S. endeca 
the latter usually haying but two very small inner ones. 

" Asterias affinis and A. alboverrucosa Brandt are probably a single 
species of Solaster or Crossastery but the descriptions are very brief and 
imperfect. The former was described only from a figure of a young 
specimen. Both are one inch in diameter of disk. Both are described 
as having ten rays, with large scattered clusters of dorsal spines 
C'papillse''), and as resembling C. papposus. The number of rays 
cannot be regarded as a specific character. They may really belong 
to C.papposus," — ^Verrill. 

CribreUa IcevimcuUif Stimpson. Common, from low-water mark to 15 or 
20 fathoms. 

Dermaster imbricatus, Perrier. 

(=Asterap8is imhricatOy Grube, 1857. A. Agassiz, North 
American Starfishes, ISfiT ; p. 106, pi. xv., figs. 1-7.) 

A rather common and brilliantly coloured, littoral species, found at 
several localities. 

Asterina mimata, Brandt. (Sp.) Near low-water mark, abundant 
locally. 

Mediaster cequaMSf Stimpson. Beach at Bamsay Island, one fine 
specimen only. . 

ArchoBter Bawsoniy Verrill. Sp. nov. , 

" A large species, in form resembling A, tenuispinus of the North At- 
lantic. Eadius of the disk, '65 j of rays, 4 inches. The rays are long, 
flat, regularly tapered. The upper surface is loosely covered with 
small tubercles, bearing only circular groups of very minute, short 
paxillffi towaixi the margins of the rays ; but along the middle region 
of the rays and over the disk bearing a long, tapering, acute central 
spine, surrounded at base by a circle of small paxillse ; between the 
plates there ai'c, over the whole surface, numerous pores. Along each 
ray, towaixl the marginal plates, there are, at irregular intervals, singu- 
lar groups of small incurved spinules ; usually three or four clusters, 
each cluster consisting of a row of three or four spinules, form one group ; 
the ends of all the spinules converge to a pore in the centre of the 
group. The upper marginal plates are small but prominent, and each 
bears a long, rather stout, acute, erect spine, surrounded at base by a 
group of slender, unequal spinules. The lower marginal plates mostly 
beai' three long and large divergent spines, the upper one largest, and 
rather longer than those of the upper plates ; between and around their 
bases there are slender spinules. The adambulacral plates bear upon 
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the inner edge a ronnded group of about dix very slender, blunt spines^ 
the two lateral ones very short, the middle ones long ; outside of these 
there is a transverse row, usually of three much longer and larger, 
blunt spines." — ^Verrill. 
Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, one fine, living specimen. 

ECHINOIDEA. 

Dendraster excentricus, Valenciennes. (Sp.) Beach in Virago Sound. 

Loxechinus purpuratusy Stimpson. (Sp.) Near low-water mark and in 
shallow water, common. Some of the specimens are six inches 
and a quarter in diameter. 

Strongylocentrotus Drobachiensis (Muller) A. Agassiz. Masset Inlet and 
elsewhere, at low tides, with the variety chlarocentrotuSy Brandt. 
Abundant. 

Brachiopoda. 

Laqueus CaUformcus, Koch. Fifty fathoms, mud, off Metla-Katla, a 
few dead shells. 

TerebrateUa transversa, Sowerby. (T. caurina, Gould.) Mouth of 
Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms ; Houston-Stewart Channel, in 
15-20 fathoms. Ck>mmon, living, and of large size, at both local- 
ities. 

Lamellibranohiata. 

Zirphoea crispata, Linnadus. Beach north of Cumshewa Harbour, a 
lai'ge, worn, right valve. 

Saxicava rugosa, Lamarck. Dolomite Narrows and Masset Inlet, first 
expansion. 

Mya truncata, Linnaeus. Dolomite Narrows and beach between 
Virago Sound and North Island. 

Cryptomya Califomicay Conrad. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathofns, one 
valve. 

Necera pectinatay Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, and 
Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms; one specimen from each locality. 

Kennerlia filosa, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, three 
specimens. 

Thracia curta, Conrad. With the preceding, one example. 

Lyonsia CaUfamica, Conrad. One young, living specimen, from the 
same locality as the two last-named species. 
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Entodesma saxicola, Baird. Socks at low water. 

MyUlimeria NuttaM, Conrad. With the last species. 

SiUqua patula^ Dixon. Beach between Masset and Bose Point, several 
dead but very perfect and well-preserved shells. 

Psammobia rubroradiatOy Nuttall. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 
fathoms, one dead shell. 

Macama inquinatay Deshayes. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, one 
specimen. 

Macoma soMosaj Spengler, var. Dixon Entrance, Q.C.I., in 111 
fathoms, three examples. 

Macoma inconspicua, Broderip and Sowerby ? Large variety. Virago 
Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, one perfect shell and a single valve. 

Macoma CarlottensiSy Nov. sp. 




Fig. 1. Macoma Carhttemit, left valre, nat sise. 

Shell small, moderately inflated, thickness rather more than one- 
half the height, inequilateral; valves slightly flexed to the right 
posteriorly ; test thin and fragile. 

Anterior side produced, evenly rounded at its extremity, and nearly 
twice as long as the posterior side ; posterior side short, much narrower 
than the anterior, subcuneiform, sloping convexly and abruptly from 
above downwai-ds, and at last forming a subangular junction with the 
ventral margin below. Ventral margin gibbous in advance, ascending 
and much straighter behind. Beaks small, moderately prominent, 
incurved, and placed considerably behind the middle. Ligament short, 
external. 

Surface glossy, marked by very fine, close-set, concentric striations, 
and by a few, distant, linos of growth. Colour of young shells trans- 
lucent and often opalescent white or whitish. The lower portion of 
adult shells, when in good condition, is covered with a thin, pale ashen- 
gray epidermis, and the shells themselves are often tinged with a pale 
grayish or brownish hue. 

Eight valve with two minute, widely diverging, cardinal teeth ; left 
valve with a single, veiy small, narrowly triangular tooth, which 
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under the lens appears to be grooved down the middle ; lateral teeth 
obsolete or nearly so. Pallial sinus profound, rounded at its extremity, 
and reaching beyond the centre of the valves. 

Dimensions : — Length of an adult specimen, 6 lines ; height of the 
same, 4^ lines ; thickness through the valves, 3 lines. 

Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 fathoms, abundant. 

Mcera variegata, Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows, common; mouth of 
Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, several. 

Standella fatcata^ Gould. Shore near camp between Virago and North 
Island, two single valves. 

Clementia mibdiapJiana, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
a large single valve. 

PsepMs LordU Baird. Dixon Entrance, in 111 fkthoms, and Virago 
Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 

Venus Kennerleyi, Eeevo. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, 
many, but mostly small ; Dolomite Narrows, and Houston-Stewart 
Channel, in 15-20 fathoms, not so common. 

Tapes staminea, Conrad. Shore between Virago and North Island, 
Dolomite Narrows, and 8 to 15 fathoms in Virago Sound. 

Saxidomus squalidus^ Deshayes. Common at several localities. 

Cardium J^uttalli, Conrad. Abundant, and of very large size. 

Cardium hlandum^ Gould. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, 
and Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms; mostly small, single 
valves, 

Astarte semisulcataf Leach ? One dead valve, in 20 fathoms, off Metla- 
Katla. 

Astarte Esquimaltiy Baird. (=Bhectocyma mirabilis, Dall.) Mouth of 
Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, several. 

Miodon prolongatus, Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows, abundant; mouth 
of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, several ; Houston-Stewart 
Channel, in 15 to 20 fathoms, three or four specimens. 

Venericardia horeaUSy Conrad, and var. ventricosa^ Gould. Dixon 
Entrance, in HI fathoms, four specimens; mouth of Cumshewa 
Harbour, in 20 fathoms, many, living; Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 
fathoms, three ; off Metla-Katla, in 50 fathoms, and ^Polomite 
NaiTOws ; common, but of small size. 

Zucina fitosUj Stimpson. Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, a large 
single valve. 
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Zucina termsctdpta, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 16 &thom8, 
five small, living specimens. 

Cryptodan flexuosus, Montagu. Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, three 
perfect specimens. 

Cn/ptodon serricatus, Gould. With the last ; also mouth of Camshewa 
Hai'bour, in 20 fkthoms, and Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 
fathoms ; one living shell from each of these localities. 

Diplodonta orheUOy Gould. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, 
plentiful, but mostly single valves ; Houston-Stewart Channel, in 16 
to 20 fathoms, one dead but perfect shell. 

KeOxa suborbicularis, Montagu. Dredged, living, at several localities. 

Turtania minuta, Fabricius. Virago Sound, in from 8 to 16 fathoms, 
one large, single valve. 

Lepton nuie, Nov. Sp. 

" Lepton rude, Dall" M. S. 




Fig. 2. Lepton rude, left valve, nat size. 

Shell rather small, equivalve, inequilateral, tumid, but not quite as 
thick as high, most swollen on the postero-lateral and antei^o-lateral 
umbonai slopes, depressed in the middle, the depression extending 
from the beaks to the ventral mai'gin ; test thin and fragile. 

General outline subtrapezoidal, length much greater than the height 
base concavely and shallowly emarginate; superior boixier broadly 
compressed convex, sloping gently downwai-ds posteriorly, and rather 
more rapidly so in advance ; posterior and anterior ends subtruncate 
more or less obliquely above and rounded below ; posterior side some- 
what longer than the anterior, and rather more pointed at its extremity 
below. Urabones broad and depressed; beaks compressed laterally, 
eroded, moderately prominent, cui'ved forwards, and placed a little in 
advance of the middle. Posterior area ill-defined, indicated obscurely 
by an oblique and abrupt compression of the valves above and behind a 
rounded ridge or swelling, which runs in the direction of a line which 
might be drawn from the hinder side of the beaks to the posterior 
termination of the ventral margin. This ridge or prominence is 
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tolerably well defined in the umbonal region, but becomes obsolete 
in the middle of the shell. Lunule none ; iunular region abruptly and 
obliquely compressed or inflected. 

Surface marked by coarse, crowded and irregularly disposed, concen- 
tric wrinkles or raised striae. As viewed under an achromatic micros- 
cope, with^an inch and a half objective, the shell is seen to be covered 
in places with an exceedingly minute, angular and irregular network 
of raised wrinkles and radiating striae. 

Colour : — Dark rusty-brown on the exterior of the valves (possibly 
due to the ferruginous nature of the mud or sand in which it lived), 
whitish on the beaks and umbones. Interior, porcellanous white. 

Dimensions of the only specimen collected: — ^Length, 10 lines; 
height, scarcely 7 ; thickness, 5 lines. 

Locality : — ^Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 fathoms. One fine speci- 
men, the largest known, perfect and well-preserved on the outside, but 
with the interior of the valves much eroded and exfoliated, and the hinge 
teeth badly broken. 

This well-marked and very distinct species has long been known to 
Mr. W. H. Dall, whose M. S. name for it has been adopted here. The 
specimens in Mr. Dall's possession are from Alaska and Monterey, so 
that the species appears to have a wide range on the west coast of 
North America. 

Tellimya tumiday Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows, four good specimens. 

Mytilus eduUs, Linnaeus. Dolomite Narrows, &c. 

Mytilus CalifomianuSf Conrad. Beach in Houston-Stewart Channel. 

Modiola modiolus, Linnaeus. Low-water to 10 fathoms, common. 

Crenella decussata, Montagu. Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 fathoms. 
A single, very large example which measures nearly three lines in 
length by two and a half in height. 

Axincea septentrionalis, Middendorf, var. suhobsoleta, Carpenter, Mouth 
of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, abundant and alive ; also 
Houston-Stewai*t Channel, north of Prevost Island, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, where many specimens were obtained. At the Queen 
Charlotte Islands only the smooth form of this species has been 
observed. 

Nucula tenuis, Montagu, var» lucida, Gould. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 
fathoms, several living specimens. 

Nucula (Acila) LycUli, Baird, With the preceding; also channel 
opposite Seal's Head Island, in 70 fathoms. 
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Leda codata, Hinds. Houston-Stewart Channel, in from 15 to 20 
fathoms, a single but characteristic left valve. The most north- 
erly locality previously known for this species was the neigh- 
bourhood of San Francisco. 

Leda minutay Miiller. Channel opposite Seal's Head Island, in 70 
fathoms. Several specimens, apparently, of a veiy large, tumid 
form of this species. A number of examples of the variety caudata 
were dredged off Metla-Katla, in 20 fathoms of water. 

Yoldia Umceolatay J, Sowerby. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
several living, but small ] also one valve, in 20 fathoms, off Metla- 
Katla. 

Bryophila setosUj Carpenter. Vii-ago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, four 
fine living specimens. Hitherto known only fi'om Cape St. Lucas, 
and between San Diego and San Pedro, California. 

Fecten hastatus, Sowerby. With the preceding, also Houston-Stewart 
Channel, in from 15 to 20 fathoms; a single small specimen from 
each of these localities. 

JERnnites giganteuSj Gray. From several localities, common. 

Plocunanomia macroschismay Deshayos. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 
fathoms, and elsewhere, common. 

* 

Gasteropoda. 

Tomatina eodmia, Baird. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, seven 
specimens; Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, two or three dead 
shells; Dolomite NaiTows, one dead shell. 

Cylichna alba, Brown. Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, two specimens. 

Siphonaria Thersites, Carpenter, var. One living specimen. 

Dentalium Indianoruniy Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
one dead shell. 

Mopalia ciliatay Sowerby. A common littoral species, of which two 
examples of the typical form were collected, and three of the 
variety, or subspecies, JBindsii. 

Mopalia Wossnessenskyi, Middendorf Two examples from low-water 
mark. 

Cryptochiton Stelleri, Middendorf. Beach at Skincuttle Inlet, also rocks 
at low-water in Houston-Stewai't Channel. 

Katherina tunicata. Wood. Common at several places, living on rocks 
at or near low-water mark. 



Abundant, living, at and below 
low-wator mark, in several 
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Tonicella marmorea, Fabricius. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, two specimens. 

Tonicella lineata, Wood. Low-water, at several localities. 

Choetopletira Hartwegii^ Carpenter. Mouth of Cumshewa Harboui', in 
20 fathoms, one small specimen. 

Ischnochiton interstinctus, Gould. With the preceding, also Virago 
Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, and Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 
20 fathoms. 

Ischnoradsia trifida, Carpenter. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 29 
fathoms, one specimen. 

LepidopUurus Mertensii, Middendorf. Frequent, living, in Houston- 
Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 fathoms, and at the mouth of 
Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms. 

Acmcea mitra, Escholtz. 

Acmcea (ColUseUd) peltOj Escholtz. 

Acnum (Colliselld) persona, Escholtz. 

Acmcea (ColliseUa) patina, B&choltz. | localities. 

Acmoea {ColUseUa) patina, var. scutum, j 

CryptohrancUa concentrica, Middendorf. (=Lepeta ccecoides.) Two 
living specimens, in 20 fathoms, off Metla-Eatla. 

GlypMs aspera, Escholtz. Cumshewa Harbour, in 50 fkthoms, two 
living and three dead shells. 

FissureUidasa bimaculata, Ball. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, two dead examples. 

PunctureUa cucuUata, Gould. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms; 
mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, and Houston. 
Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 fathoms. 

PunctureUa galeata, Gould. With the preceding species. 

Hdliotis Kamtschatkana, Jonas. On rocks at low-water at Houston- 
Stewart Channel and elsewhere. This species was collected also 
by Mr. James Bichardson at the Queen Charlotte Islands in 1872. 

Pachypcma gihherosum^ Chemnitz. Common on rocks at low-water 
mark. 

Leptothyra sanguinea^ Linnaeus. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, several ; mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, 
common ; Dolomite Narrows, a few. 

Chlarostoma brunneum, Philippi. Carpenter Bay, on fronds of 

MacrocystiSf common. 
14 
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CalUostoma canaliculatuniy Marty n. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
foui' living but small specimens. 

CalUostoma costatumy Martyn. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms ; Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, and elsewhere j very 
common. 

CalUostoma annulatum, Martyn. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, two specimens. 

Phjorcus pulUgOj Martyn. Adult and common on fronds of Macrocystis 
in Carpenter Bay. Young but living shells of this species were 
dredged also in 15 to 30 fathoms in Houston-Stewart Channel and 
in Dolomite Narrows. 

OiblnUafuniculata, Carpenter. One living specimen, the exact locality 
of which has byn forgotten. 

Margarita pupiUa^ Gould. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, and mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms. 

Margarita UnUata, Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows, five living shells ; 
and Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, three examples. 

Margarita heUcina, Montagu. One young, living specimen; exact 
locality and station unknown. 

Crepidula navicelloideSj Nuttall ; var. nummariaj Gould. Mouth of Cum- 
shewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, on dead shells, &c., frequent. 

Crepidula adunca, Sowerby. Two living specimens ; exact locality and 
station unknown. 

Galerus contortuSy Carpenter (fide Dall). Mouth of Cumshewa Har- 
bour, in 20 fathoms, common ; and Virago Sound, in from 8 to 15 
fathoms, rather scarce. 

Hipponyx cranioideSy Carpenter. One living adult specimen; exact 
locality not known. 

CcBcum crebricinctumj Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows, one ; dead. 

MesaUa reticulata, Mighels. Off Metla-Katla, in 50 fathoms, five 
specimens. 

Bittiumfilosum, Gould. Common. 

Littorina Sitchana, Philippi. Eocks at low-water, at Hot Spring 
Island ; also shore between Virago Sound and North Island. 

Littorina scutulata^ Gould. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, two dead 
shells. 

Lacuna porrecta, Carpenter. Shore between Vimgo Sound and North 
Island, one dead shell. 
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Lacuna 1 var. excequata, Carpenter. Beach at Virago Sound, one small 
specimen. 

Alvania reticulatay Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, rare. 

Alvania compacta f Carpenter. Dolomite Narrows. " Found also in 
Japan." — Dall. 

Fenella pupaidea, Carpenter ? (or Eissoa, Nov. Sp.) Mouth of Cum- 
shewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms, one live adult shell. 

I>rilUa incisay Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, two spe- 
cimens ; one very large. '* The most northern locality yet known 
for this species."— Dall. 

Mangelia sculpturataf Dall. M. S. S. With the last-named species, but 
very rare. 

Bela fidtcula, Gould. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, three speci- 
mens ; channel opposite Seal's Head Island, in '70 fathoms, one 
large, living shell; and Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms, one dead 
specimen. 

JBela Trevelyana^ Turton (teste Dall). Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 
fathoms, one dead shell. 

Mitromorpha filosay Carpenter. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 
fathoms, three fine specimens. The only previously recorded 
localities for this species are Santa Barbara and Lower California. 

Odostomia stranUnea, Carpenter. From the same locality and station as 
the species last named. One young example. 

Odostomia SitkensiSi Dall. M. S. (" but this msLy=0. inflata Cpr,,'' Dall), 
Dolomite Narrows. 

Scalaria Indianorum, Carpenter. Shore between Virago and North 
Island, one dead adult shell. 

Cerithiopsis tuberculata, Montagu (teste Dall). Dolomite Narrows, one 
dead shell; Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, three specimens. 

Trichotropis cancellata, Hinds. Off Metla-Katla, in 20 fathoms, three 
live shells ; also dead on the beach of the coast between Virago 
Sound and North Island. 

Lamellaria Steamsiiy Dall. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, one dead shell. The only specimens known besides this 
are the two types of the species which were collected by Mr. Dall 
on the beach at Monterey in 1866. 

Natica clausa^ Broderip and Sowerby. Virago Soimd, in from 8 to 15 
fathoms, two dead shells. 
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Lunatia Lewisiiy Gould. Frequent, living, and of largesize, at several 
localities on the eastern, and especially near the northern end of 
the islands. 

Priene Oregonensis, Redfield. Two specimens, the exact locality of which 
has been forgotten. 

Volutella pyriformis, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
three living shells. Not hitherto recorded to the north of San 
Francisco. 

Olivella bipUcata, Sowerby. Beach between Virago Sound and North 
Island, dead shells only. 

Olivella bcetica, Carpenter. With the preceding, and in the same worm 
and bleached condition. 

Nassa (Niotha) mendica^ Gould. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, 
abundant; Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 fathoms, two 
dead shells. Beach between Virago Sound and North Island. 

Amphissa versicolor, Dall. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, seven specimens ; mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 
fathoms, three dead shells. In describing this species, Mr. Dall 
says : — *" I have not seen specimens from north of San Francisco, 
and Monterey is its headquarters.'' 

Amphissa corrugata, Beeve. Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 
fathoms, abundant and alive. 

Purpura crispata, Chemnitz. Common everywhere, and very variable 
both in form and sculpture. 

Purpura canaHculata, Duclos. Same station and locality as the preced- 
ing, but much scarcer. 

Purpura saxicola, Valenciennes. With the last species, apparently not 
common. 

Ocinebra lurida, Middendorf. Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 
fathoms, and Houston-Stewart Channel, in 15 to 20 fathoms. 

Ocinebra interfosaa, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 tt) 15 fathoms, and 
mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, in 20 fathoms. 

Cerostoma foliatumy Gmelin. Fine living specimens of this species 
were obtained on the rocks, near low-water mark, at many places. 

Nitidella Oouldii, Carpenter. Virago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms, five 
specimens. 

* Amerioan Journal of Conoholofy. Vol. vii.* 1872; p. 114. 
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TropJion tennisculptuSj Carpenter. Houston- Stewart Channel, in 15 to 
20 fathoms; also Yirago Sound, in 8 to 15 fathoms. 

Trophon Orpheus f Gould, (Young.) Mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, 
in 20 fathoms. 

Chrysodomus diruSj Eeeve. Eocks at low-water mark m Houston- 
Stewart Channel, eight living shells. 

Chrysodomus Harfordii, Steams. One adult, living specimen from the 
same locality and station as the last-mentioned species. 

Annelida. 

Nicomache lumbricaliSj Malmgren. Dixon Entrance, in 111 fathoms. — 
(Verrill.) 

StemaspiSf Sp. ("Very much like S. fossor" — Verrill.) Virago 
Sound, in from 8 to 15 fathoms. 
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APPENDIX D. 



NOTES ON CRUSTACEA 

COLLSCTID BT 
DR. G. M. DAWSON AT VANCOtJVER AND THE QUEEN CHABLOTTB ISLANDS, 

BY S. I. SMITH. 



BRACHYURA. 



Seterograpsus nudus StimpsoD. 

Fteudoffrapnu nudua Dana, Proceedings Acad.2Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, 
1851, p. 249 (3) ; United States Exploring Expedition, Crust., p. 
335, pi. 20, fig. 7, 1852. — Stimpson, Journal Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., 
vi., p. 469 (29), 1857. 

Cyelograpiui marmorattu White, List of Crust. British Museum, p. 41, 1847 
(no description). 

Eeierograpsui marmorattu Milne-Edwards, Annales Sci. Nat., III., xx., p. 193 
(159), 1853. 

Eeterograpnu nudus Stimpson, Proceedings Acad. Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, 
1858, p. 104 (50). 

A fine male specimen from near Victoria, Vancouver Island. Sitka 
is given by White as the locality for one of the specimens in the 
British Museum. It is abundant upon the Oregon and California coast. 

Fahia subquadrata Dana. 

Two specimens from the Queen Charlotte Islands, shore ; and ono 
from " Houston Stewart Channel, Q.C.I., June, 1878, inhabiting cavity 
of large mussel." 

Cancer magister Dana. 

Cancer irroratxu Randall, Jour. Acad. Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, viii., p. 116, 
1839 (not of Say).. 

Cancer magitter Dana, United States Exploring Expedition, Crust., p. 161. 
pi. 7, fig. 1, 1852. — Stimpson, Jour. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., vi., pw 
458 (18), 1857. 



QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 207 B 

Metacarcintu mobster A. Milne>Edwards, Annales Sci. Nat., lY., xviii., p. 33, 
1862 ; op. cit., v., i., p. 67, 1864 j Nouvelle Archives Mus. Hist. 
Nat., Paris, i., p. 201, pi. 19, fig. 1, 1865. 

A large carapax from the Queen Charlotte Islands. 

Cancer productits Randall. 

Randall, Jour. Acad. Nat. Sci., Pliiladelphia, viii., p 116, 1839. — Dana, 
United States Exploring Expedition, Crust., p. 166, pi. 7, fig. 3. — 
Stimpson, Jour. Bost. See. Nat. Hist., vi., p. 461 (21), 1857. 

Cancer perUUtu Stimpson, Proceedings California Acad. Nat Sci., i., p. 88, 
1856. 

Yirago Sound, 15 to 8 fath. ; mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, 20 fath. ; 
and shallow dredging ; all from the Queen Charlotte Islands. 

Cancer antennarius Stimpson. 

Stimpson, Proceedings California Acad. Sci., i., p. 88, 1856 ; Jour. Bos. Soc. 
Nat. Hist., Ti., p. 442 (22), pi. 18, 1857. 

? PkUyeareintu reeurvidefu Bate, in J. K. Lord, Naturalist in YancouTer 
Island, ii., p. 269, 1866. 

Small alcoholic specimens from Virago Sound, 16 to 8 fath., aud 20 
fath., mouth of Cumshewa Harbour, Q.C.L A dry carapax from the 
same group of islands (no special locality given) is 83 "*"• long and 133 
broad. 

Trichocarcinus Oregonensis Miers. 

Tricoeera Oregonentit Dana, United States Exploring Expedition, Crust., p. 
299, pi. 18, fig. 5, 1862. 

Trichocareinui Oregonentis Miers, Proceedings Zool. Soc. London, 1879, p. 34 
{Tricoeera De Haan, 1833, preoccupied). 

A young specimen fi*om Vancouver Island, and the carapax and 
chelipeds of a larger specimen from the Queen Charlotte Islands. 
These specimens agree with Dana's description and figure, except that 
the teeth of the postero-lateral margin are more indistinct than shown 
in his figure, seme of them being nearly or quite obsolete. In all the 
larger specimens which I have examined, the dorsal surface of the 
carapax is rougher and the areolets more protuberant than in small 
specimens, and in very small specimens the carapax is nearly smooth 
and regularly convex. 

A small specimen, dredged by Mr. J. Bichardson in the Gulf of 
Georgia in 1876, and referred to by Mr. Whiteaves as Trichocera 
Oregonensis f on my authority (Canadian Naturaiist^ Vol. viii., No. 8, 
1878), appears to represent a distinct species. I have seen another 
and much larger specimen of the same form from Washington Terri- 
tory, collected by J. 6. Swan (Smithsonian Institution). In this 
species the antero-lateral margin of the carapax is strongly upturned, 
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and its teeth are broad and in contact at their bases. The frontal and 
hepatic regions and the anterior part of the branchial are smooth and 
flat or concave, but there are three very high, wart-like prominences 
on the gastric region, of which the two anterior are larger and mark 
the protogastric lobes, while the smaller is in the median line and 
behind them ; there are similar, but posteriorly less distinctly circum- 
scribed protuberences on the posterior part of the branchial region ; 
and the tops of all the protuberances are ornamented with smooth 
mammillary granules, which are large anteriorly but gradually loose 
the mammillary character in the rough and granular posterior regions 
of the carapax, which differ much froiii the anteiior and middle 
regions, which ai'e very smooth, except on the flattened summits of 
the gastric protuberances just described. 

Telmessus serratus White. 

White, Annals Hag. Kat. Hist, zvli., p. 497, 1846; Voyage of Samarang, 
Crust., p. 14, pi. 3, 1848. — Dana, United States Exploring Expedition, 
p. 303, pi. 18, fig. 8, 1852. 

There are three specimens of Telmessus from the Queen Charlotte 
Islands : two small males, in alcohol, flrom shallow dredging, and a dry 
and broken female much larger than the males. The female agrees 
very well with White's figui*e and is about the same size as White's 
specimen, though of the opposite sex. The lai*ger of the two males 
agi*ees with Dana's figure and description, except that the median 
teeth of the front are not quite as acute and prominent, projecting 
only very little beyond the lateral. The tooth forming the lateral 
angle of the carapax is much more prominent than in the female. 
The smaller male differs from the larger in having the antero-lateral 
margins of the carapax neai'ly parallel, and the tooth forming the 
latei'al angle relatively even much more prominent than in the larger 
male. These differences are shown in the following measurements of 
the carapaces of the three specimens : — 

Length, including frontal spines 6*6 ">°^ 20-3 66-5 

Breadth in front of lateral teeth 5*7 19-4 660 

Breadth, including lateral teeth 8-9 25*3 82-2 

The differences are apparently due to the age of the specimens, and 
I think there can be little doubt that White's specimen and Dana's 
were of the same species. Whether the T, cheiragonus described by 
Tilesius and by Brandt, and T, acutidens Miei*s (ex Stimpson), are also 
of the same species, I am uncertain. The synonymy in this genus is 
still in great confusion, and the relations of the different forms can be 
made out satisfactorily only by careful examination of a large series 
of specimens. 



Oregonia gracilis Dana. 



Ongonia hirla Dauii, ibid., p. lOT, pi. 3, fig. 3, I8G3 ( ! ). 
? Ortgania longimana Bate, ProceedingB Zoological Society London, 1804, p. 
663, 1865 ; in J. K. Lord, Kalumlist in VancoUTer Island, ii., p. 
267, 1866. 

Tii-ago Souud, Q.C.I., 16 to S fsth., also VaDcouver iBlaad. 

The series of specimeoH ia sufficieDt to show that tha two forms 
describod by Dana are sexual and belong to one species, the gracilis 
being based on the adult male and the hirta on the two forms of the 
female. In tho cbai-aoters of the rostral spines and the rest of the 
carapax, all the larger males before mo agree with the description and 
figures of grucilia, while in the same characters the females agree with 
hirta, and the smaller malee are more or less intermediate between the 
two forms. But among the females themselves there are two forms: 
all the adult and fertile specimens having tho abdomen very broad and 
nearly orbicular, while in other specimens (most of them small, but 
some of them as large as the smaller of those with orbicular abdomens) 
the abdomen is much narrower and elliptical, as shown in Dana's fig. 3 
b. The smaller of these latter females are, perhaps, merely immature 
individuals, but the larger are apparently ti-uly dimorphic, sterile 
females, such as are found in many genera of Brachyora, and here, as 
in most similar cases, the larger of the sterile individuals show consid- 
erable approach to the male in the form of the carapaz, etc. 

In the largest male before me the merus of the chelipeds reaches 
very nearly or quite to the tips of the rostrum, and, in this respect, 
agrees with Bate's 0. Umgimana, though the chelipeds are not nearly 
twice as lODg as the carapax, if the rostrum is, as it is usually, included 
in the length. Bate makes no allusion to the size of his specimen, and 
desci-ibes it so imperfectly that it is not easy to detormine its affinities 
with certainty.* 



■ It muy bo ifelllo remark hero [W tliire hadapp&reDtly boen ui udmillura of spMimCn* 
fram «imo rHion ot ragioDH (k loath of VancODier Ixluid. in ths collcotiun wliicb aerrcd aa 
tha YoMis of Bsts'i ohaiiter on " VaucoareT lalaod Cnbi " id the work abova refimd to, and 
tbat (hit fact also adds Co tbadifficultr of determiiiinE tba aoMiu tban doMribed. Batafalm- 
Bair lamarkednpoD thamiDclmgof nonhani and watfaarn f«rau in thaMilIeoIlaii,balhadoa* 
nut Ham to bare nupeeted any mlatako In retard to tba localiliu thtm irblob tba ipmhumdi 
came. I am a«ar> that maor tropuial and ■Dbtronieal marina inaaiei ortend far north alons 
(be Pacifla Amerioan floaat, but it li aoanoly oonoalvable that aaah an aaiarablaca of siisdiiiaa 
ISste's li«( iadleatai ihould aiiit In any one faunal recion. Tha liit oontaini not onlj' tropicftl 
PaaifloAmarlsaaipMiu bat alto (^Dtral and South PaclSo, and evan tropioal Atlanlli^ipoaiea. 
Soma of (be ioconiraitifi ma;, howaTer, ba dae to wroDg identilliiationa. aa in thn cii^e of tha 
Cfitinwriw about to ba mBDtionad i bnt, laakini all reiaotublr soppoaabla allowanco Ibrmia- 
lakeiof ttaia kind, Ibars liatlllsDfflcIeiitoTid«DcieofamlitDr«afipfcimanirromili9'i^rHDtlaanM, 
to throir doubt upon the anlbanticity of tha iupiioMd habitita of rour of tbo new erodM In 
Hr. Lord'a aollevtioa. Tbe exlgleDse in the ragiun of Vanoouier laland ot any of the folIoirlnK 
' Ba (alt of wbiab are annmeraCad among tht Daoapoda in Bale'a liit) ia, at leait, rarrdoabt- 
p — '-iinmaB™, '' fiiitoptrw'' crowlw, JTniuAodfwiiir. Ocwiorff Urn'*- " ' '" 
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Pugettia gracilis Dana. 

Queen Charlotte Islands, shore ; and shallow dredging, Port Simpson 
to north end of Vancouver Island. 

Scyra acutifrons Dana. 

Two males from near Victoria, Vancouver Island. Another male 
specimen agreeing well with these was collected at the same locality 
by Mr. K. Middleton in 1875, and is referred to by Mr. Whiteaves, on 
my authority, as " Scyra, sp. undt." (Canadian Naturalist^ Vol. viii.^ 
No. 8, 18*78.) All these specimens are much larger than the ones 
described by Dana, and differ much from his description and figures. 
The specimen collected by Mr. Middleton differed so much that I at 
first supposed it must represent a new species, but the specimens col- 
lected by Dr. Dawson show a nearer approach to Dana's figures, and I 
now think there is little doubt that Dana's description and figures were 
based on females and young males, and that the s]>ecimens before me 
are the fully adult males of the same species. 

In the specimens before me, the lamelliform rostrum is very much ex- 
panded laterally, so that it is as wide, or even considerably wider than, 
the width of the front between the prseocular spines, and the lobes are 
much less divergent anteriorly than shown in Dana's figure. The 
protuberance upon each branchial region is elongated and excessively 
developed, and posteriorly it projects so much as to overhang the 
lateral margin of the carapax. The anterior cardiac protuberance 
is tubercular and obtuse and fully as high as the branchial protuber- 
ances, but separated from them and from the large gastric protuber- 
ance by a broad and deep depression ; the posterior cardiac protuberance 
is small, but conical and conspicuous. The whole gastric region is 
protuberant, and separated from the branchial region, on each side, by 
a deep and narrow cervical groove. The posterior gastric elevation is 
large and obtusely tubercular, while the anterior is small and conical. 
The chelipeds are proportionably much larger every way than in Dana's 
specimens, and the lamelliform crest on the propodus is much broader. 
The differences in the chelipeds, and partially also those in the cara- 
pax, are shown by the following measurements of the specimena 
collected by Dr. Dawson : — 



** Cenohxte*" Dioptne», ClxbanarxuM lineahu (Milne-Edwards) is also given, but there is now 
plain evidence of a mistake in the identifioationi for Miers (Proceedings Zoological Society. 
London. 1877, p. 658, pi. 66, fig. i) has described and figured a species, as Clibanarius Lordi, saia 
to have been collected at the same locality as Bate's C. UneattUt and nresented to the British 
Museum by Mr. Lord, and Miers states that the specimen was labellea Clibanarius /«n«a(ti«. but 
that it is certainly not the species described under that name by Milne-Edwards and figured by 
Dana. 
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Length of carapax, including rostrtun 36-8 °u>^ 390 

Greatest breadth between margins 24-7 26-8 

" " " branchial protuberances 27*3 29-5 

Length of rostrum from base of prsaocular spine. . 90 10*3 

Greatest breadth of rostrum 7*7 9-0 

Length of merus in chelipeds 22*0 28*5 

Length of propodus 31-0 370 

Length of dactylus 150 16-5 

Breadth of dactylus 10-5 12-5 

Anomuba. 
Hapalogaster inermis Stimpson. 

Stimpson, Annals Lyceum Nat. Hist. New York, vii., p. 243 (115), 1860. 

I refer to this species, with some doubt, a single female firom the 
shores of the Queen Charlotte Islands. The chelipeds are not 
described by Stimpson, but in the specimen before me they are very 
unequal, the right being twice as stout as the left, veiy much less 
setose, and the excavated fingei*s are entirely without homy tips. 

Eupagurus granosimanus Stimpson. 

Stimpson, Annals Lyceum Nat. Hist. New York, vii., p. 90 (44), 1859. 

Several dry specimens, most of them very small, from near Victoria, 
V.I. I think it not improbable that this species will prove to be 
synonymous with E, Middendorffii Brandt. Brandt's species was 
described and figured from a specimen considerably lai'ger than the 
specimens examined by Stimpson or those before me, and it very likely 
is only the fully adult form of Stimpson's species. 

Eupagurus tenuimanus Stimpson (ex Dana). 

One specimen from shallow dredgings. Port Simpson to the north 
end of Vancouver Island. The propodus of the larger cheliped is fVdly 
as broad as in Dana's specimens, but the inner edge is less sharply 
dentate and the outer edge less strongly curved. There is no doubt of 
its identity with Dana's species, however. 

There are several small specimens of Eupagurus from 15 to 8 fath., 
Virago Sound, 20 fath,, mouth of Curashewa Harbour, and from Hous- 
ton Stewart Channel, Q.C.I. , which are distinct from either of the- 
above species, but they appear to be immatui*e and are not easily 
determined. 

Paguristes turgidus Stimpson. 

Eupagunu iurgidui Stimpson, Prooeedings Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., vi., p. 86, 
1857. 

Clibanariut turgiduB Stimpson, Joomal Boston Soc. Nat Hist, yi., p. 484 
(44), pi. 21, fig. 1, 1857. 



212 B OEOLOOIOAL SCRYET OF CANiLDA. 

Pa0uruUM turgidui Stimpson, Proceedings Acad. Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, 
1858, p. 236 (74), 1859 ; Annals Lyceum Nat. Hist., New York, 
vii., p. 86 (40), 1859. 

Not in Dr. Dawson's collection, but a large male was dredged in the 
Gulf of Georgia by Mr. J. Hicbaixison in 1876. 

Maoruba. 

Oebia Pugettensis Dana. 
A male 85 ""• long, shore, Queen Charlotte Islands. 

Crangon vulgaris J. C. Fabricius ex Linn^. 

Crangon nigricauda Stimpson. 
Crangon nigromaeulata Lockington. 
Crangon AJUukenm Lockington. 

A single dry and broken specimen from Vancouver Island. 

Nectocrangon lor Brandt (ex Owen). 

Two males and three females from Vancouver Island. 

The specimens are all dry and in rather bad condition for a careftil 
comparison, but they all differ considerably from any Atlantic speci- 
mens which I have seen. In the specimens from Vancouver, the 
rostrum and the spines of the dorsal carina of the carapax are longer 
and more slender than in specimens from off Nova Scotia and ftrom the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. In the Vancouver specimens, the dorsal carina 
on the third, fourth and fifth segments of the abdomen is broad and 
rounded, or flattened, and scarcely reaches the posterior edges of the 
segments, and the two carina) upon the sixth segment are rounded and 
fade out in the same way before reaching the posterior extremity of 
the segment; while in the Atlantic specimens referred to, the carina 
upon the third, foui'th and fifth segments is acute, and on the fifth 
segment projects from the posterior margin in a more or less conspic- 
uous triangular tooth, and the carina) on the sixth segment are acute 
and continue to or a little over the posterior extremity of the segment. 
These differences may possibly indicate distinct geographical species. 

Paracrangon echinatus Dana. 
Vancouver Island. 

Mippolyte Gaimardii Milne-Edwards. 

Bippolyte Qaimardii Milne-Edwards, Hist. nat. des Crust, ii., p. 378, 1837. 

Ilippolyte pandali/ormis Bell, History of British Stalk-eyed Crustacea, p. 294. 
[1850?] 

Bippolyte Belcheri Bell, in Belcher, Last of the Arctic Voyages in Search of 
Sir John Franklin, vol. ii., p. 402, pi. 34, fig. 1, 1855. 
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A single dry female specimen from Yancoaver Island appears 
unquestionably of this species. It is about SS"""- long ; the carapax, 
including the rostrum, 13-8°°** ; the rostrum, T'S. The dorsal carina is 
armed with six teeth, of which three are on the rostrum, and there 
are three teeth in the lower edge of the rostrum. 

Hippolyte spinas White. 

Cancer tpintu Sowerby, British Miscellany, p. 47, pi. 23, 1805. 

Alphcnu tpinui Leach, << Edinburgh Encyclopedia, vii., p. 431, 1813-14,'' 
(Miers), American edit., yii., p. 271 ; Transactions Linnean 8oc. 
London, xi., p. 347, 1816. 

Eippolyte Sowtrbcei Leach, Malacostraca Podophthalmata Britannia, pi. 39 
1817. 

BippolyU ipintu White, List Cmsi British Museum, p. 76, 1847.— Bell, 
History of British Crustacea, p. 284 [1847?]. 

ffippolyU ipina Stimpson, Proceedings Acad. Nat Sci. Philadelphia, xii., p. 
34 (103), 1860 ; Annals Lyceum Nat. Hist. New York, x., p. 126, 
1871. 

There are seven dry specimens from Vancouver Island, and two in 
alcohol from shallow dredging, Queen Charlotte Islands, which agree 
well with Atlantic specimens of this species. 

JERppolyte Phippsii Kroyer. 

BippolyU Phippm KrOyer, Naturhistorisk Tidsskriit, iii., p. 575, 1841 ( }}. 

HippclffU turyida KrOyer, ibid., p. 675, 1841 ( $ }. 

BippolyU iribrmu Stimpson, Annals Lyceum Nat Hist. New York, x., p. 125, 
1871 ( i , tfar). 

BippolyU OchoUnm Brandt, MiddendorfTs Sibirische Beise, ii., p. 120, pi. 5, 
fig. 17, 1849(?). 

A female from 15 to 8 fath., Virago Sound, Q.C.I. Length, 32«»- \ 
length of carapax, including rostrum, 11*6 ; rostrum, 5*2. The dorsal 
carina of the carapax and rostrum is armed with eleven teeth, of which 
the three posterior are the larger, situated near the middle of the 
carapax and separated considerably from the one next in front, which 
is just over the base of the rostrum ; the remaining teeth are succes- 
sively nearer to each other toward the tip, which is itself tridentate. 
There are in addition four teeth on the oblique anterior part of the 
inferior ^edge of the rostrum. The dentition of the carapax and 
rostrum is thus seen to approach pretty closely to Brandt's H, Ocho- 
tensis, and yet the specimen appears to be unquestionably specifically 
identical with the well-kuown Atlantic species, so that I have little 
doubt that Brandt's species is only a variety of the female of If^ 
Phippsii, 
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Eippolyte brevirastris Dana. 

DaoA) United States Explorifig Expedition, Crust., p. 566, pi. 36, fig. 5, 1852 
(given as J7. eurvirottrit on plate). 

A dry female spocimen about 24""- long, from Vancouver Island, 
.agrees well with Dana's figure and description. 

Sxppolyte OrosnUmdica Miers. 

AMtaeui OrcefUandieua J. C. Fabricius, Systema Entomologiss, p. 416, 1775; 
Entomologia systematica, ii., p. 484, 1 793. 

Cancer aeuleaitu O. Fabricius, Fauna Qroenlandica, p. 239, 1780. 

Alpheui aeuUcUui Sabine, in Supplement to Appendix of Parry's (first) 
Voyage, p. ccxxxviii., pi. 2, figs. 6-8, 1824. 

Hippolyte aeuUata J. C. Boss, in John Boss, Appendix to Narrative of a 
Second Voyage in Search of the North-west Passage, p. Ixxxiii., 
1835. 

HippolyU armtUa Owen, Voyage of the Blossom, p. 88, pi. 27, fig. 2, 1839 ( $ ). 

HippolyU comuta Owen, op. cit., p. 89, pi. 28, fig. 2, 1839 {$), 

HippolyU Orcenlandiea Miers, Annals and Magazine Nat. Hist., IV., xx., p. 
62 (12), 1877. 

A female, 44"'"»- long, from shallow dredging, Queen Charlotte Islands. 

Pandalus Dance Stimpson. 

Stimpson, Proceedings Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., vi., p. 87, 1857; Journal 
Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., vi., p. 602 (62), pi. 21, figs. 6-7, 1857. 

Several small dry specimens from Vancouver Island, and an alcoholic 
specimen from shallow dredgings, Queen Charlotte Islands. The la.st 
specimen is 74™™- long; the carapax including rostrum, 33°""* ; rostrum, 
17-5""'; there are ten teeth in the dorsal crest, half being on the 
rostrum and half upon the carapax, and in addition there arc three at 
the tip and live beneath the rostrum. 

In general appearance, and particularly in the form and dentition of 
the carapax and rostrum, this species approaches very near to P. 
platyceros Brandt (Middendorff's Sibirische Keise, ii., p. 123, pi. 5, fig. 
20, 1851). But, according to Brandt's description, the carapax of the 
platyceros is clothed with short hairs, while in the Daiue the carapax 
and abdomen are smooth and entirely naked. 

Pandalus pubescentulus Dana. 

An alcoholic specimen from " shallow dredging. Port Simpson to 
north end of Vancouver Island." The specimen is 49""- long ; the 
carapax including rostrum, 25; rostrum, 14. There are fourteen teeth 
in the dorsal crest, five on the carapax and nine on the rostrum; the 
extremity of the rostrum is unarmed above except at the tip, which is 
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bidontato; beneath it is armed with eight teeth, which extend to the 
tip. 

CUMACEA. 

DiastylopsiSy gen. nov. 

The species for which this genus is proposed is very closely allied to 
Diastylis in the stractai*e of the appendages of the cephaloperseon and 
in the structure of the pleon, but it differs from Diastylis, and, as far as 
I know, from the heretofore described genera of Cumacea, in the con- 
solidation and great expansion of the tergal and epimeral portions of the 
third and fourth free segments of the persBon, which forms an arched 
shield-like plate nearly half as large as the carapax. The basal seg- 
ments of the second pair of gnathopods (third maxillipeds) ai*e more 
expanded distally and form a much more complete oral operculum 
than in Diastylis, The cephalopera^on, also, is much more elongated 
and more compressed laterally than in any described species of 
Diastylis. 

Diastylopsis Dawsani, sp. nov. 

Female, — The cephaloperseon is considerably longer than the pleon, 
compressed laterally so that the breadth is little more than a fourth of 
the length, and the part made up of the free segments is fully as wide 
and as high as the carapax. The carapax is more than twice as long 
as high and smoothly rounded above, though the dorsum is compressed 
somewhat anteriorly. The eye is obscxu'e or wanting, and the anterior 
lobes of the carapax extend far in front of the ophthalmic lobe and 
form a prominent and a<5ute rostrum. There is a deep antennal sinus 
(much deeper than in the species of Diastylis) in the anterior margin 
below the rostrum and bounded inferiorly by the prominent dentiform 
antero-lateral angle, back of which the lateml mai'gin is dentated for a 
short distance. The entire surface of the carapax, as well as the dorsal 
surface of the free segments of the peweon, is perfectly smooth, naked 
and highly polished, but there are four nearly equidistant, faintly 
indicated transverse lines crossing the anterior half of the carapax 
and evidently marking the areolation so conspicuous in some species 
of Diastylis, The first and second of the five free segments of the 
perffion are short and nearly or quite covered each side by the third 
segment, which is itself short above but greatly expanded each side 
into a large plate a third as long as the carapax ; the dorsal part of the 
fourth segment is greatly elongated, and lies between and above the 
lateral prolongations of the third segment; and the tergal and 
epimeral portions of these two segments are anchylosed or closely 
united together, so that the U-shaped suture between them is only 
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faintly iodicated. The fifth segment is small, and nearly covered 
each side by the lateral expansions of the fourth. There are two 
slender submedian spines upon the ventral side of the fifth segment, 
and there is a similar single median spine on the first segment of the 
pleon. 

The antennulcB are short, the peduncle reaching scarcely beyond the 
rostrum ; the first segment is stout and about as long as the second and 
third together, the second is short and stout, and the third, or ulti- 
mate, about half the diameter of the second but longer than it ; the 
major flagellum is slender and about half as long as the peduncle ; the 
minor flagellum is little longer than the first segment of the major, 
and is apparently triarticulate. The rudimentary antenna is scarcely 
longer than the first segment of the antennula, but has the penultimate 
segment elongated to about four times its diameter, while all the other 
segments are very short. 

The first gnathopods (second maxillipeds) are nearly a& in JDiastylis, 
but are very long and slender, and the basal segments are but little 
stouter than the terminal. The second gnathopods reach a little 
beyond the tip of the rostrum : the basal segment in each reaches to 
the antero-lateral angle of the carapax and is very much expanded 
distally, so that the two together completely close the space between 
the lateral margins of the carapax ; the inner angle of the distal end 
projects in a very prominent and acute tooth, and the inner edge is 
margined with short plumose set£B, but the outer surface is smooth and 
naked like the carapax ; the ischium is very short and fully twice as 
broad as long ; the meinis is about twice as long as the ischium, not 
more than half as broad, and bears on the middle of its outer margin a 
very long plumose seta; the three distal segments are very slender^ 
subequal in length, and each is considerably longer than the merus. 
The tip of the flagellum of the exognath reaches slightly beyond the 
middle of the basis of the endopod itself. 

The first peraeopods are slender and scarcely as long as the second 
gnathopods, the tip of the carpus not quite reaching the distal end of 
the basis of the gnathopod ; the ischium is scarcely longer than broad^ 
the morus twice as long as the ischium, and the three distal segments 
subequal in length and each a little longer than the merus. The tip 
of the flagellum of the exopod does not reach the extremity of the 
basis of the endopod. The second persBopods reach but little beyond 
the middle of the basis of the first pair, and the exopod is about as 
long as the endopod. The sternum of the third free segment of the 
perseon is broad and greatly elongated to correspond with the lateral 
portions of the segment, so that the two anterior pairs of persBopods 
are separated by a considerable space from the succeeding paii*8. The 



QUESN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. 217 B 

thiitl, fourth and fifth pairs of perajopods arc shoiii and as in the 
species of Diastylis, except that the coxal segments of the third pair 
are very broad, about four times as broad as high, and closely fitted to 
the corresponding segment of the pereeon. 

The pleon is cylindrical and slender throughout, very much nar- 
rower than the cephalopei*8Bon, and the segments increase slightly and 
regularly fi'om the first to the sixth. The telson is shorter than the 
Kixth segment, swollen for the proximal half its length, then suddenly 
narrowed into a slender terminal portion which is armed either side 
with about hve or six very slender spiniform setce, and at the tip with 
two styliform set© nearly half as long as the telson itself. The 
peduncles of the uropods are slender, not quite twice as long as the 
telson and armed along the distal half of the inner margin with 
approximately ten very long seta3. The inner ramus is narrow, about 
half as long as the peduncle, composed of three segments, armed along 
the inner edge with approximately twelve slender spines, at the tip 
with a larger spine, and along the outer edge with a few aetsd. The 
outer ramus is a little longer than the inner, slender, and armed 
along the outer edge and at the tip with setiform spinules. The telson 
and uropods are more or less imperfect in all the specimens examined^ 
and do not admit of very exact description. 

All the males examined are immature and of about the same size as 
the females. They differ from the females, as in the species of 
BiastyliSy in having rudimentary exopods on the thiixi and fourth 
pero^opods and in having rudimentary appendages upon the first and 
second segments of the pleon. The specimens examined show scarcely 
any differences in the telson and uropods, but these differences would 
probably be developed in more mature individuals. 

A female gives the following measurements : — 

Length from rostrum to tip of telson 12*2">'^ 

Length of cephalopeneon along dorsum 6*7 

Length of carapaz along dorsam 4*2 

Qreatest height of carapaz 20 

Greatest breadth of carapaz 1*S 

Length of 3rd and 4th free segments of peraeon along 

dorsum 1<& 

Length of pleon to tip of telson 6*^ 

The few specimens of this^rery interesting and pretty species were 
all from 111 fath., Dixon Entrance, Q.C.I. It is interesting to notice 
that it was associated with Synidotea nodulosa, a species before known 
only from the Atlantic. 
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ISOPODA. 

Lygia cUlatata Stimpson. 

One specimen jfrom near Victoria, V.I. 
Synidotea nodulasa Harger. 

IdUhialnodulota Krttyer, Naturhist Tidask., II., ii., p. 100, 1846; in Gai- 
mard, Voyage en Scandinavie, pi. 26, fig. 2, 1849. 

SiffUdoUa nodulota Haiger, Amer. Jour. Sci., III., xy., p. 374, 1878 ; Proceed- 
ings United States National Mnseom, 1879, p. 160, 1879. 

Two specimens fi*om 111 fath., Dixon Entrance, Q.C.I. It has been 
found in the Atlantic from George's Banks and Nova Scotia to Green- 
land, bat has not been recorded heretofore fi*om the Pacific. The 
specimens were determined by Mr. Harger. 

SpJuercma sp. 

A small species from Dolomite Narrows, Q.C.I. It is apparently 
quite distinct{firom 8. Oregmensis Dana and from 8, ampUcauda Stimp- 
son, the only species, as far as I know, described from the north-west 
coast of America* 

Tonois ?sp. 

There are two dry specimens of a small Tanaid from 15 to 18 fath., 
Virago Sound, Q.C.L 



ClRaiP£DIA. 



TetracUta porosa Darwin 
Near Victoria, V.I. 

Lepas anatifera Linne 
Near Victoria, V.I. 
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APPENDIX IL 



Plants Collsctxd in thx Quxsn Charlotte Islands, 1878. 



The following list of plants has been prepared by Prof. J. Macoon, 
of Albert College, Bellevillei who has kindly examined the specimens 
<jollected : — ^ 

RANUNOULACEiE. 

Eanunculus Nelsoni, Gray. 

^^ occidentalis, Nutt. 

Coptis asplenifolia, Salisb. 
Aquilegia formosa, Fisch: * 

CRUCIFEaA. 

Arabia hirsuta, Scop. 
Cochlearia Angelica, L. 

CABTOPHYLLACEiE. 

Areaaria peploides, L. ; var. oblongifolia, Fenzl, 
Sagina procumbens, L. 

PoRTULAOAOEiS. 

Claytonia Sibirica, L. 

" parvifolia, Mocino. 

Leouminos^. 

Lupinus Nootkatensis, Donn. 
Trifolium involucratum, Willd. 
Vieia gigantea, Hook. 
Lathyrus maritimus, Bigel. 

BOSACE^. 

Spiraea Aruncus, L. 

Geum macrophyllum, Willd. 

Fragaria Chilensis, Duchesne. 
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Potentilla firagifonms, Willd; var. villosa, Begel. 
Babos ursiniM, Cham. 

*^ Nntkuius, Mooino. 

'' spectabilis, Pnrsh. 
Bosa Natkana, Presl. 

SAXIF&AGACSiE. 

Saxifraga leuoanthemifolia, Michz. ; var. Brnnoniana, T. & 6. 

<' sileniflora, Stemb. 
Heachera micrantha, Dougl. 
Tiarella trifoliata, L. 

Crassulaci^ 
Sednm Bhodiola, D C. 

*< spathulifoliam, Hook. 

OKAORACXiB. 

Bpilobinm angostifbliiim, L. 
^' tetragonum, L. 

TJmbxllifxrje. 

Archangelioa OmellDi, D C. 

• B0BIAOXJB. • 

Gralinm triflorom, Hx. 

COMPOSITJE. 

Aster salsnginosus, Bich. 

Solidago Canadensis, L. 

Grindelia integrifolia, D C. 

Achillsda millefolium, L. ; var. lanata, Hook. 

Tanacetum Huronense, Nutt 

Nabalus alatos, Hook. 

Franseria bipinnatifida, Nutt 

CAMPANaLACEiE. 

Campanula Scheachzeri ; var. heterodon, Gray* 

Ericace^. 

Yaccinium parvifloram, Smith. 
Gaultheria Shallon, Pursb. 
Andromeda polifolia, L. 
Menziesia glabella, Gray. 
Kalmia glauca. Ait 
Moneses uniflora, Gray. 
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Plantaqinacs^. 
Plantago maritima, L. , 

Primulaoe^. 
Trientalis Europaea, L. 

Scrophulariace^, 

Mimulus luteus, Willd. 

Oastilleia pallida, Kunth. 

Ehinanthus Crista-galli, L. 

Brunella vulgaris, L. 

Stachys ciliata, Dougl. ; var, pnbens,' Gray. 

BORRAOINAGEiB. 

Mertensiana marl ti ma, Don. 

Gentianageje. 
Oentiana Amarella, L., var. acuta. Hook. 

Chenopodiaceje. 
Atriplex Alaskensis, Wat 

Betulaceje. 
Betula sp. 

CONIFERifi. 

Pinus contorta, Dougl. 
Abies Englemanni, Parry. ? 

" amabilis, Forbes. ? 
Thuja gigantea, Nutt 
Cupressu9 Nutkatensis, Lamb. 

Orchidaceje. 

Goodyera Menziesii, LindL 
Spiranthes Bomanzoviana, Cham. 
Corallorhiza Mertensiana, Bong. 

LlLLIAGE^. 

Smilacina bifolia, Ker ; var. Canadensis, Gray. 
Fritillaria lanceolata. Hook. 

CrPERAGEiB. 

Carex alpina, Swartz. 
" atrata, L. 
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GRAnnnLB. 



AgroitiB eqivalvifli Tnn. 
FeBtaoa ovina, L. * 

Elymus mollis, Trin. 
Aira ca]yophyllea» L. 
*^ cflBspitosa, L. 



FiLIOXS. 



Adiantmn pedatuni, L, 
liomaria Spioant, Den. 

LrOOPODIAOXJB. 

Sda^nella rapestris ; var. tropica, Spring. 

Musci. 
Dioranum Bcoparinm, Hedw. 
Mnium ponctatum, Hedw. 
Fonaria hygrometrica, L. 
Meesia nl^nosa, Hedw. 
fiartraxnia pomiformis, L. 
Hypnum loream, L. 

<< plumifera, Mutt 

** splendens, Hedw. 

^* nndulatam, L. 

HXPATIOiB. 

Chilosoyphus polyanthus, L. 
Jungermannia sphaerocarpa, Hook. 

LlCEBNES.- 

Cladonia gracilis, Fr. 
SphsBrophorus globiferis, D C. 
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APPENDIX G. 



NOTES ON THE LATITUDES AND LONGITUDES 

ADOPTID a THl 

CONSTfiUCnON OF THE MAP OF THE QUEEN OHABLOTTE ISLANDS 

BT 

HE88B8. BOVET A DAWSON. 



The latitadef of Hoofton-Stewart Channel and Skidegato are adopted from 
the Admiralty mape. The latttodes of other places depend on the following 
obeenrations. 

In the case of obeerfations on the snn the angle giren is the greatest double 
altitude, ie, twice the apparent altitude with the diameter of the sun. With stars the 
angle noted is also the double altitude. The index error is in all cases allowed for. 

LATITUDES. 

ObHTvatian Com, Darwin Sound, June 28th, 1878. 

Sun at noon 121* 55' 8'' 

Resulting latitude 63* 35' 10'' 

Obtervaikm PoUU, Juljr 3. 

(At 0-16 mile N., 15* W. of south point of Shuttle Island.) 

Sunatnoon 121* 6' 30" 

Resulting latitude 52* 39' 23" 

The above values of the latitudes of Observation Cove and Observation Point 

have been compared with each other by means of the track survey between the two 

places. The result is that the probable true latitude of Observation Cove is found 

to be 

52* 35' 29" 

and that the latitude of Observation Point remains uncertain, but may be taken 
correct within a few seconds. 

16 
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Cruunt InUtf July 6. 

Sun at noon 120M9' 20" 

Resulting latitude 52** 46' 8" 



Boulder Pointy Logan Inlet, July 7. 

Sun at noon 120- 2' 20'/ 

Resulting laUtude 52° 47' 53'' 

These two observations are found to check yery satisfcictorily with track sarvey. 

RodtJUh Harbour^ Selwyn Inlet, July 13. 

Observation on Pole Star. 

Timebywatch lib. 8m. 37s. Polaris 105' 26' 57" 

« « lib. 14m. OS. <« 105^* 30' 47" 

« « lib. 18m. 68s. « 105' 33' 27" 

As no time o))6ervation was obtained, the watch is assumed to have been 

set at Boulder Point, and a rate is allowed amounting to Im. 12s. per day up to date. 

This rate is deduced from a careful comparison instituted between the results of the 

time observations which follow : — 

Resulting latitudes :— 52" 54' 29" 

52'* 54' 32" 

52*** 54' 9" 
Mean~62° 54' 23" 



M<nah qfLagwm^ near Fife Pointy August 8. 

Observation on Pole Star. 

Timebywatch lOh. 15m. 328. Polaris 108' 56' 57" 

" « lOh. 32m. 578. « 109** 8' 37" 

" « lOh. 44m. 328. « 109** 15' 57" 

For time, on Vega . — 

Timebywatch 1 Oh. 37m. 40.5s. — Star 125° 23' 10" 

« « 1 Oh. 39m. 48.58.— « 124° 48' 50" 

Latitude assumed 54" 5' 0'' 

Resulting error of watch 58m. 9s. slow 

Resulting latitudes :—54'' 4' 61" 

54° 4' 51" 

54** 4' 43" 
Mean— 54° 4' 48" 



Skon-un Point, August 10. 

Sun at noon 103° 20' 57" 

Resulting latitude 54° 2' 24 '' 

This value is rejected, as it does not check satisfactorily with other observations 
taken along the north coast of the island. 
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Ut-te-wat ViUage, Mattetf Aagnst 10. 

« 

Obfleryation on Pole Star. 

Time by watch 9h. 25m. 408. Polaris 107** 42' 27" 

" «« 9h. 31m. 308. « 107' 46' 17'' 

*« « 9h. 39m. 08. « 107' 60' 27" 

For time, on Alkald : — 

Timeby watch 9h. 47m. lis. Star 85' 18' 17" 

" " 9h. 65m. 68. " 83' 27' 17" 

Latitude a88umed 54*" 2' 0" 

Resulting error of watch Im. 68. slow 

Resulting latitudes :*64° 1' 48" 

64° 1' 39" 

64** 1' 7" 
Mean— 54' 1' 31" 



Campj August 12 (on east side of Masset Inlet). 

Obeerration on Pole Star. 

Time by watch 8h. 50m. 408. Polaris 106° 50' 37" 

" « 8h, 53m. 528. '* 106° 52' 47" 

For time, on Alkaid : — 

Time by watch 9h. 30m. 16.58.— Star 86° 16' 47" 

" « 9h. 33m. 568. « 85° 20' 17'r 

Latitude assumed (deducted from latitude of Masset Village 

and measurements on track surrey) 53° 40' 38" 

Resulting latitude : — 

First approximation 63° 43' 52" 

Second « 53° 44' 14" 

Third « 53° 43' 46" 

Fourth « 53° 43' 47" 



Resulting error in watch 6m. Os. slow 

ChUz liland, August 13. 

Sun at noon 102° 15' 37" 

Resulting latitude , 53° 40' 64" 



This value seems, by comparison with track survey, to be too fiir to the North by 
about 2'. 

Head of Tin itHW^ Inlet, August 15. 

Observation on Pole Star. 

Timeby watch 8h. 49m. 44s. Polaris 106° 48' 17" 

'< « 8h. 54m. 20s.— " 106° 51' 27" 
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For time, on Alkaid :— 

Timebywatch 9h. Om. 298. Star 89* 46' 27" 

" «' 9h, 6m. 488. « 88* 23' 27'/ 

Latitude a88omed 63*40' 0" 

Besulting latitude : — 

First approximation 63* 37' 26" 

Second *< 63* 37' 28" 



Besulting error in watch 10m. 138. slow 

Virago Sounds near Kung Indian Village, August 19. 

Observation on Pole Star. 

Time by watch. 8h. 38m. 308. Polaris 107* 44' 42" 

" *' 8h. 44m. 43s. " 107*49' 7" 

** « 8h. 47m. 50s. " 107* 61' 27" 

For time, on Arcturus : — 

Time by watch 8h. 62m. 53.6s —Star . . .^ 61* 43' 17" 

" « 8h. 66m. 488. ** 60* 34' 17" 

Latitude assumed , 64* 4' 0" 

Besulting latitude : — 

First approximation 64* 2' 20" 

Second «* 64* 2' 20" 



Besulting error of watch 15m. 40s. slow 

Maden Harbour^ August 20. 

(At Obserration Point.) 

On Sun past Meridian. 

Timebywatch 12h. 3m. 38.5s. 

Altitude of sun 96* 58' 47" 

Besulting true altitude at time of observation 48* 12' 47 " 

Besulting true meridian altitude found by ascertaining f 

hour angle from observed time, and from the \ 48* 21' 7" 

error of night previous and known rate of watch [ 

Besulting latitude 53* 56' 57" 

This result can only be considered correct within 1' or 2' on account of the 
distance of the sun past the meridian, and the comparative uncertainty in the time. 

Mouth ofJaUun River, August 23. 

On Altair near Meridian. 

Timebywatch 9h. IGrn. Os. Star 88'' 51' 57" 

Assuming Altair on the meridian, the resulting latitude = 64'' 7' 48" 

Observation on Polaris. 

Timebywatch 8h. 31m. 528. Polaris 108^ 2' IT" 

« « 8h. 36m. 44s. « 108* 6' 7" 
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For time, on Alkaid : — 

Time by watch 8h. 48m. 448. Star 82' 69' 27'/ 

« « 8h. 62m. 33.68. — " 82" 01' 37" 

Latitude a88imied from obsenration abore, on Altair 64*" 07' 48" 

Besulting latitudes : — 

First approximation | ^*I J' 1" 

^^ \ 54" 7' 13" 

r 64' 7' 0" 
Second approximation (with assumed latitude 64*" 08' 30") -j ni mn 

(64° 7' 2" 
Third approximation (with assumed latitude 64' ^'^' 1^) • •• "j .^o .», ,^„ 

A graphic method, based upon these approximations, shows that the values of the 
third approximation are correct to the nearest second. 

Besulting error of watch (deduced from third approximation) . .18m. 488. slow 

From this error of watch the observation on Altair is reduced, and a mean aluev 
of the latitude found as follows : — 

Altair past meridian Om. 35s. 

Corresponding hour angle 8' 46" 

True meridian altitude of Altair 44° 26' 14" 

Resulting latitude 64° 7' 47" 

Mean latitude : — 

iAT 7' 14" 

( 64' 7' 47" 
Observation on Altair (deduplicated) -j « h, ^^,, 

4 |216° 49' 60" 
64° 7' 27" 

North Jtlandf August 24. 

(One hundred and eighty paces N. 43° E. from south point of island.) 

Obsenration on Pole Star. 

Tlmebywatch 9h. 60m. 22s. Polaris 109° 6' 62'' 

" " 9h. 66m. 48s. " 109° 11' 32" 

« »* lOh. Im. 608. « 109° 15' 2" 

« <! lOh. 7m. 25s. " 109° 19' 22" 

The error of watch as deduced from error August 23, and rate, allowing tor 

-change of longitude, is 19m. 8s. slow. 

Besulting latitude from the four observations : — 

54° 10' 19" 

64' 10' 48" 

64° 10' 37" 

64' 10' 63" 



Mean.. 64° 10' 39" 
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The diffMenoe between obeerratioiie on PoUurit and Alteir at J«-lui Birer ia 4C. 
Half the difference maj therefore be added to the present latltade to correct for errc»a 
preeiimably in Instmmenty as ahown by thia diecrepancj :— 

54' 10' 39" 

20" 



64* 10' 69" 



LONaiTUDES. 
Anchor Com, SHcUftUc InitL 

Longitude, 132* 14' 19" 

Determined in 1866 hf D. Pender, Master B. N^ and given on Admirmltjjr Chart 
No. 48 of Skidegate Inlet This is nnqoestionablj the beet determined longitude oa 
the islands. 

Fon^ Paint, EomUm'SUwart Ckmmd. 

LongitodCr isr 11' 30" 

Determined hf esaminaticni of track sonrey and long bearings taken on oatlying- 
points proceeding from Slddegate. The scales for the snccesslTe parts of the snnrey 
are ascertained from the latitude obsenrations taken, and from these, by the method 
of latitudes and departores, the longitude giren above has been worked out. 

The Talues of this longitude, determined in various ways, are given below : 

131* 09' 0" i ^^"""^ Inskip, Gtordon and Knox, of H.M.8. Viroffo^ in 1853, 
{ as given on Admiralty Chart No. 2168. 

,.... ,. . »^.. ( Calculated by ascertaining true departure on track survev, 
131 11' 29" J or . > 

( and reducing by scale given by latitude observations, 
isr 11' 33" "j Same method. Survey followed round by Bluff Point. 

Calculated from long bearing, north end Bumaby Island to 

Bluff Point, and by departure on track survev for re- 
131 13' 23" } 1 J *r 

mainder of distance ; total departure reduced by scale 

given by latitude observations. 

The longitude given by Messrs. Inskip, Gordon and Knox is presumably too far 
to the east, as the whole of the cast coast as fixed by them is 13' eatt of its true 
longitude on the average. 

Campi Aug, 8, near Fife Point. 

Longitude, 131* 38' 0". 

Determined by bearings on Mount McNeil and mountain at north end of Ste> 
phen's Island. The positions of these mountains are given on Admiralty Chart No. 
1923, A., from surveys by D. Pender, staff commander, B. N., 1867-70. The bearings 
have been laid down on this chart, and as the latitude of the camp is known, its 
longitude as given above has been determined by a method of minimum error. 
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Jal'Un River. 

Longitude, 132' 42' 15". 

Determined by bearing of K. 80*" W. (magnetic, Aognst 23, 1878,) to Cape Eai- 
gani, Alaska. The longitude of this cape is 132** 43.8', as ascertained by the United 
States Coast Surrey (Alaska Coast Pilot). The latitude of Ja-lun River being known, 
the longitude has been determined from the above observation. 

From the above longitudes a scale has been determined for the track survey of the 
north coast of ihe Queen Charlotte Islands, and the longitude of North Island and 
Cape Knox has been ascertained by making use of the same scale for the part of tfce 
survey west of Jal-un River. 

Longiiudet on the Weet Coaet. 

The longitude of the mouth of Skidegate CLannel, which opens on the west coast, 
has been found from track survey by means of a scale adapted from those found for 
other parts of the island. The general form of the coast has been determined from 
bearings given in the works of Vancouver and Dixon. From these data it is found 
that tfa/6 position of Port Kuper is too far to the east. The longitude of Sansnm 
Island, as ascertained by G. Moore, master of H.M.S. TketUf in 1852, and given on 
Admiralty Chart Ko. 2168, is 132*" 9' 40''. This now becomes 132" 20' 0/'. 

The error in the former value corresponds with that of 13' which is found to exist 
along the east coast of the islands in charts made before 1864. The value now given 
is probably less rather than greater than the true amount ; and it corresponds well 
with Vancouver's and Dixon's bearings along the west coasts when the magnetic 
variation is correctly allowed for. 
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Geological Survey Office, 
Montreal, May 4th, 1880. 

Alfred E. C. Sblwyn, Esq., F.RS., F.G.S., 

Director qf the Oeologieal Survey. 

Sir, — My report, containing a summary of the results of the opera- 
tions of the season of 1879, is herewith respectfully submitted. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

ROBEET BELL, 



REPORT 

ON IXPLORATIONB ON THE 

CHURCHILL AND NELSON RIVERS 

AND AROUND 

GOD'S AND ISLAND LAKES, 

1879. 

ROBERT BELL, M.D., F.G.S., C.E. 



Before proceeding to state the results of the work to which this 
report refers, I shall give a brief narrative of the season's operations 
and mention the methods pursued in endeavourins: to accomplish the Methods 

punaed* 

objects we had in view. In 1878 I had made a track-survey and a 
geological examination of the boat-route from Lake Winnipeg to 
Hudson's Bay by way of Oxford and Knee lakes, and the rivers thence 
to York Factory. I had also made topographical and geological sur- Prerioiu 
veys of the lower part of Nelson River, and of the upper part of the***^*^ 
same stream, from Lake Winnipeg nearly to Split Lake, leaving unfin- 
ished the central part. In 1879 I was to complete this and to examine work for 1879. 
as much of the Churchill River as the season would permit. In order to 
accomplish this I proceeded, as before, by way of the city of Winnipeg 
to Norway House, which I again made my headquarters for the season. 
It is due to the officers of the Hudson's Bay Company that I should ^Snt of **^* 
here again express our indebtedness to them for their uniform kindness ••«»^»no«- 
and for the substantial assistance which they often rendered, enabling 
us to accomplish much more than would otherwise have been possible. 
In this connection I must mention more particularly Mr. Grahame, the 
Chief Commissioner, Mr. J. McTavish of Fort Garry, Mr. Wm. Fiett of 
the Stone Fort, Mr. Roderick Ross of Norway House, Mr. C. Sinclair 
of Oxford House, Mr. Linklater of Island Lake, Mr. J. R Spencer of 
Fort Churchill, and Mr. Joseph Fortoscue of York Factory. 



..»-.". ti.i' •. >' f:\ K'- <H l.ANAl*.. 



■ ■!!:»-.! 



• •.'.'.■■■. '.I •■> !•• ■ I'l. iji I .- \' I'l'j wji i:ir:i«M'. ji^c'tsH-t- .»: ir 
■■..':.•■ *■■- ■• N*i.- •' ' ii- :ai.» ' |>;'-ii«- ii;-.::' in- ."^au:: ."M-. liSTz. 
i.-'i- ;..■ I'll •-" «..■ ■ . ija i*-,.»' 'I. \*ni', i:y:\ii**ytL.ii*jii i: "prp^i-K 



J' 'lii- -tt^.ii.i' '. .' ..' >' '-.f : li,>- I'lV..." (HI* HTi I'Oii'i Trnii. ^ij TT-: 



I. M ■• 



l.i' u- * !.•■ "■ •• • ' irT M-.'-''i- ;'•' III' -iinniiif:" 

o.'i II- ■■a' I.'. .'' .• 1. .": |j ti.^i :.:iin»u:^i 'iiiiL'"en* eii'ju:*^ Tr- 



1 1 - »• • , < ■ ' 



n- MiiLjiMH- witr rtriTii"-. T- il- 



'.I- '.».■■•■ i-a ,i'»fi ■»: <'■ iji' JSi*.'l»«'.H. '.»• Ill* C "k^H:"!^ 



I'll'- 



j; -t- 



J <44i «• I I ' |.': ' I 

l»ll-, /• •■ «. ll«," 

*.■•■•••. ». I;.' .-:;._,■■■ "'.m U* . *•• i *"•.'!: Itji ja«": tllll ^'''Tl Ili*-^r Tr^f^ 

J'.^ ■ . «■.;■ !■■•■ •* • ■ iiiM'-i- ':i." ;i " v-:\ a-^iiir ' n»lU*.'- O*" Til* Ijl.j-.^- 
I>... f /i j,'i*-. .1.- ;: - !::;! K Iji'iiHii J ! *• • Jl' O'" !i-ja' t.h- TKlVi- I "^^r 

-ii.ni iKu *'■ «-ri- .< i.i.'" 1'. C'-i ^jiir !-.;iK« ■»! iji" .Nvi-'ii iiTji. tij. ii^^a.- 
»\a.»i- ;' itii .!^i ■.!.!« '"juii'-iiii li'---' ;iii< J 'j''j*.Trjii!M'( i«- i'^ij-iv i: a^.. 
lij» j;i..i( .-■'*•;*!) ■' 'ill ■••«:;r ' .'imr'-iiii ;iii( \* 'j'-^'m-'U'.. lUi- river ; 
iM •« i ^,- I .1,1- 111 ' '-^-o'v i' l'i!< 'HI* •■'. <"*\'ijiiii:.- if v-.'» v.-./ii" i^'.^i^ 

'.:,« !,', - ,11 ■»• 1. •** 1".- 1.1. 1-; il'V i; ■ .»' : ii< •■''!, L^ii T»4l'" ■ •: '.ij- 

'■' ■..!• • 'i »'. J].- V. •• a- ' '■ 1:':- V •':"•■- ■• 



.■ , ■ ' 'i .:: fj. :■ I 



■ * I 

I I 



• I ■ I 



■ I 









I' 



■ •.'.■■.■ ■ • ' . .' I • ; 

'■ ; ' . ■ ■ - ; •. I ;.' ' «. . • ■ •• ' "' . • ' •. . *'\' '. ft* •• lu*' i^'* 'V*- :tj ., ; v:ilv.:. 

;/' • '...•'. •/.'■ ' ■ •■• '* ' • I. .■■■'. :-;;;•■'.. *r "^:i- i i'.j- xJjt- 

■ '••■■ •/■ • ■ \.. ■■ '. ^'. • 'f.v '.'J';/ r'-.u.".v.. ; J-i;v. ?•. ] '-:: lij.k; (-,i 

M., •. ■; ! .; '■.;.■•'. '.! •/' ' '.':;•;.• 'J \\r\i If,*. ■-::>. r :}i:v^■ Tiiuiv hii 

,tj it i.i ; r .< I V, <;« r . >' ' ■ I" '.V;i \ 1 1 ■ ■ ' i -«<; Uf . .1 T 1 1 •'.• -'.-a. :il F'.»ri 

i I J I i I 



t {I •. ,, i • 



. .. I '/ ' ■ : ',;. ' 



cilURCniLIi AND NELSON RIVERS. 3 

From tho mouth of the Churchill I started in a boat with uiv own 
men to examine the coast of Hudson's Bay northwaixi, but circum- 
stances soon obliged me to return. The Hudson's Bay Company's ship ship from 
from London arrived the same day that I returned to the mouth of the ^'***'^"- 
river, and the captain kindly agreed to give a passage to myself and 
men to York Factory. While the ship was lying at Fort Churchill, I 
made an approximate survey of the surrounding region. 

At York Factory I obtained some provisions, and, with the men who 
accompanied me froni Norway House, proceeded in the same small ^gg^„<| ^jj^ 
canoes to ascend the Nelson Kiver to the point which had been reached Neiaon River, 
when ^ route for Churchill. The river above the first rapids proved 
very difficult to ascend and the journey occupied a longer time than I 
had expected, but with the aid of the game and fish which we obtained 
we managed to subsist. 

A short distance above Split Lake, the Grass Eiver enters the Nelson Grass River, 
on the west side. Having already explored the Nelson above this point 
both in 1878 and 1879, 1 determined to ascend the Grass Kiver, and 
from one of its branches I again reached the Nelson at the foot of Sipi- 
wesk Lake. I next made a track-survey of the north-western channels other surveys, 
and arms of this lake, and then of the channels to and from Duck Lake, 
as well as of the latter lake itself. 

In going up from Pipestone Lake to Norway House I surveyed a 
small channel of the Nelson, which runs for some miles through the throiwh Ross' 
eastern part of Soss' Island, of which both sides were mapped in 1878, 
and the island found to be over fifty miles in length. In the coui-se 
of these explorations along the Nelson Kiver, observations were taken observations, 
for latitude, longitude and the variation of the compass, and a number 
of photographs were obtained. 

On reaching Norway House again, I found that Mr. Cochrane had 
returned only a day or two in advance of myself, and as soon as we 
could get ready we set out for Manitoba in the same York boat in Manitoba, 
which we had come. The season proving very stormy with head- 
winds, we were three weeks in reaching Lower Fort Garry. Having 
made a track-survey in 1878 of the west side of Lake Winnipeg from 
the Doff's Head southward, the east side was followed on the present Sketch of part 

/» 1.1 1 i/.-rfcj-r». jixi of East shore of 

occasion from this place to the mouth of Ked Kiver, and a sketch Lake Winnipec 
of its outline taken. 

When in Manitoba, it was my intention to have made a geological 
examination of the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway eastward from 
Ked Kiver to Kat Portage, but it was not found practicable to do so, 
and as the season was well advanced I returned to Montreal, which I Montr«d. 
reached on the 11th of November. 









2. fiuumi^tfaiiiifte 3» 

2. lUstitt Cbvniiffl 1H«V l^s<Si>«»^ i» QnoK irs 

4, ^rfiMi CteRftfiZ ftcv«c, feCkswiar Bti <ina» I«9 

S Sm» tatoaiy Ag, ifc Ihe iliiiij <if F<tt Cfcrdhfll «> 

^ ^La&^Aji& fr r>VMV 'fii^^vd^i^SnK^^ ^Mt^^^^ fl^ik^^^^v^na^viH » l^itf ^i^i^ if^^^ ^A^'ifliK. s^Kt. TBS 

<»MBK 212 

lafttfi, !«)€ cirliKfia^ arindi awl Ae iBBOiff ¥1171 23? 

fiAi» tfcciM^ OKk Uu^ WetvtcB Ar pa^M ■( vUek I eniend 

idivfleftit Its 

>. P:>rt«ftfce4ttiKAore«tf Lake Wnuip<flrkec««aiAeI>af''f Hold 

«€ Ecd Bhrcr S* 

1J>» 

TheM; nurreyiL dbecfced by the nnmcroos lathndes which w^ne 

Ukatkf Mod fciy>vin^ the longioidas of a fev points mod the magnetic 

rMtiMtifm wfaieh wm freqneDtij aMOUdned, enable us to lay down, 

with jmffi/^rkrot aceuracj for pfrebent purpoeeSir * coiiBsiderabiy amoont 

fMftlwsMi^c^ topograph J. As, howerery it i§ proposed that I $hall coatiiiiie ope^ 

rationn diuiikg the coming AeatMn in the same fiel«i, and Mho extend the 

area txpU/rtd^ it ia cfm&idered best to publish a map of the results o€ 

\xA}i yeMTfi' work at the »me lime. For the same reason I propiDiee 

Tifrxt yt^MT U» dftft/rribe the whole region more folly. 50 that the present 

rHyjTt may \ffi considered a^ being to ?ome extent only pnirisionaL 

S^^^Sr^' The area c^/verc:<l by Mr. Cochrane* exploration^ having l-eing con- 

^i^^n$MH»M, fi ne^i within narrower limits, may be considered a? finished, and his 

map a/:/yirnpanie<i this report. 

HnmmMn'^iii* The following lL*»t .shows the number of miles of track-survey 
acc/^mplifthed by Mr. Cochrane : — 

1. Tb's cbacDeU between Great and Little Plajgreen Lakes 49 

2. Jar;k Birer, from Bosnille miMion to abore the iecond rapids. . . 25 

3. Caur^^rontt from Knee Lake to God's Lake 27 

4. Hhores ^^ main bodj of God'8 Lake 136 

6. Can/i<>roat«, including Bat, Clearwater and Touchwood lake«. 

t^ween Oxford Lake and God's Lake 67 

6. Canoe-ionte between God's and Island lakes 69 

7. Hhores of Island Lake, all around 213 

ToUl 586 



A ftomcwliat le»8 accurate track-survey, embodying upwards of forty 



CHTTRGHILL AND NELSON RIVERS. 5 

miles of shore-lines, which was made of the upper division of God's 
Lake, is not included in the foregoing statement. 

The surveys mentioned in the above lists, amounting in the aggre- 
gate to 1,655 lineal miles, were completed in less than three months Time and men 
with the assistance ot only six men. Although they are made only as 
accessoiy to our geological work, they afford a good knowledge of the 
principal geographical features of the country, and may be found use- 
ful for various other purposes at any future time. Besides performing 
the foregoing ti'ack-surveys, both Mr, Cochrane and I resurveyed in Resurveys. 
the same manner considerable stretches, not included in the above 
statements, which I had gone over in 1878 for the sake of checking 
distances and obtaining greater accuracy of detail. 

In the course of the above surveys, I took a large number of obser- 
vations both of the sun and pole-star, for latitude and the variation of 
the compass. Others for longitude were also made at a few points. obsernSSooB. 
In addition to this astronomical work, the reading of the barometer 
was constantly kept for ascertaining differences of level of water and 
the elevations on land, and the temperatures of rivers and lakes were BierrBtiona and 
noted as indicated by the thermometer. There was not a very great**™'** 
diveraity of scenery. However, I exposed about forty pi-epared dry 
plates, which gave as many photographic views as it was thought phouvraphs. 
woilh takings in order to show the characters of the different parts of 
the region explored, or to represent any points of pai-ticular interest 
met with. A few of these have been used in preparing the illustra- nnuttaiions. 
tions which accompany this report. 

I miide a considerable collection of plants as I went along, and Prof. 
Macoun, of Albert Univeraity, Belleville, has kindly furnished a list 
of the specimens which I submitted to him. This will be found 
in the appendix. The best part of my collection was made along the ooUectioos* 
Nelson Eiver, but the greater portion of this was unfortunately lost, 
owing to an accident. Professor Macoun has, however, found 237 
species among the specimens brought home. Notes were kept in re- 
gard to the nature of the woods in all localities visited, and the trees. ^ ^ ^ 
geographical range of the various shrubs and timber'trees was recorded. 
Some remarks on this subject will be found further on. The informa^ 
tion derived fi*om a study of the distribution of the trees and shrubs^ 
and of the flora generally, in any district, affords us one of the most 
certain means of judging of its climate for agricultural purposes. It 
will be seen that the general ti*end of the northern limits of the forest- Northern Umiti 
trees in the region under consideration agrees with that of the isother- * *^^^^ 
mal lines as determined from other data. 

The character of the soil was always noted, as well as any facts SoiL 
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which had been ascertuned by the officera of the Hndson^s Bay Oati^ 
pany or others in regard to the crape which might be raiaed. 'Beeidm 
diaate. ^^u* own experience in regard to the nature of the dimate, infonnalica 
was collected firom others as to rain, snow, firosts, winds, Ao., all with 
a view to ascertain aa far as possible how much of the oonntiy Bttj 
some day be tamed to accoantfor the support of man, Facts beariag 
on these subjects will be given in the course of this report. 

Zoohtj. Attention was paid to the coology of the country explored as fiur ai 

our time would permit. 

Mammals. — I continued to gather information as to the habits and 
lifb-histoiy of all the species known to inhabit the district^ both by 
direct observation and by prosecuting my enquiries among the offioen 
of the Hudson's Bay Company and the better class of Indian hunters. 

Hnrf**''- I have been collecting notes on this subject for sevend ye^rs firom all 
parts of the basin of Hudson's Bay^ and I propose to give the results 
in a fhture report. In the meantime I beg to express my obligations 
to the gentlemen referred to and also to Dr. BlUott Goues^ of Wash- 
ingtoUy D,C.f the well-known authority in this department, fbr the 

§^^^ correct determination of some of the smaUer species. 

Birds. — ^A list will be found in the appendix of fifty-five species of 
birdS| of which I obtained specimens of either the skins or eggs. 
^^cSS&A. ^^^ ^^^^ °^7 ^ ^f some interest in extending our knowledge of the 
geographical range and of the breeding grounds of some of the species 
enumerated. Although the number of birds whose occurrence was 
noticed is considerable, I have not added their names to this list, in 
case of doubt. During the coming season I hope to procure speci- 
mens of many of them, along with others not hitherto noticed. 

Fishes. — In travelling "light" in small canoos I was unable to 
carry along alcohol for preserving the smaller species, and none can 
be obtained at the posts in the district. When opportunities occurred, 
however, I preserved specimens of the larger fishes with common salt. 
Before publishing a list of the fishes of the district^ it will be well to 
take advantage of the opportunities which it is expected will be 
afforded during the coming summer for adding to the number of 
species ali*eady known, and increasing our knowledge of the distribu- 
tion of the others. I may mention that I have ascertained the exist- 
ence of twenty-one species in Lake Winnipeg or the adjacent waters. 

fjrtji of Lake From specimens which I sent to Professor Baird, Professor Gill, of the 
Smithsonian Institution, has determined the herring white-fish, which 

Herrioff white- is caught in abundance at the mouths of the Nelson and Hayes rivers, 
to be Caregonus Artedi. G[?he same fish is abundant at the mouths of all 

Pike-peroh. the rivers around James' Bay. The pike-perch from York Factory he 
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identifies as Stizostethium Canadense. A fine grayling was obtained inorayiin^. 
i the brooks flowinir into the Chui'chill near the sea. From a specimen 
1 submitted to Prof. Gill, he finds the species to be Thymallus signifer. 
I The salmon frequenting the mouth of the Churchill is the same species gij^on, 
r which is more abundant on the east side of Iludsou's Bay, and was 
, referred to in my report for 1877. A sea-trout is also found in the Sea-trout. 

mouths of the Churchill, Nelson and Hayes rivers, as well as along the 

east side of Hudson's and James' bays. 

Insects. — The Coleoptera, which I collected in the region of the^*®®'***'^ 
Churchill and Nelson rivers, were kindly determined by Dr. J. L. 
LeConte, of Philadelphia, and a list of them will be found in the 
appendix. The Lepidoptera of the district which I explored last l^pj^opter*. 
summer have been studied by HeiT Geffcken, formerly of Stuttgart, 
Germany, who has kindly furnished me with the list of species given 
in the appendix. The specimens were collected principally by the 
Venerable Archdeacon Kirkby, who resided until 1879 at York 
Factory. 

Mollusks, — Owing to the mudd}'- and brackish nature of the water, , ^ 

no mollusks are found in the part of Hudson's Bay near York Factory. 
About the mouth of the Churchill river the only living species observed 
wore the common mussel (Mytilns edulis) and a species of Littorina. 
Dead shells were abundant on the beach, of Pecten Islandicus, Cardium 
Tslandicum, Mya arenaria, M. truncata, Astarte lactea and Bhynchonella 
psittacea, but all these appear to have been washed out of the drift-clay, 
which abounds from below the sea-level upward. A list of the fresh- List of fresh- 
water shells collected in the district, together with some from Manitoba. ^***'^ «»p»ciei. 
is given in the appendix. 

« 

Waters op the Bed and Assiniboine Eivers. 

In the earlier days of the Geological Survey, analyses were made by 
Dr. T. Storry Hunt of the waters of the great rivers of what then con- 
stituted Canada, as well as of those of many mineral springs and wells. 
As it was considered desirable to continue this important work in refer- 
ence to the principal rivers now included in the Dominion, I obtained samples from 
samples of the waters of the Nelson, Bed and Assiniboine rivers for '•'*• "^•"* 
experiment. A complete qualitative and quantitative analysis of each 
of the two last mentioned is now being made in the laboratory of the 
Geological Survey, and the results will be reported on by Mr. Hoff- 
mann. Having also brought home samples of each of these waters JjJJJfi. 
six years before, which were afterwaixis submitted to Dr. Baker 
Edwards, F.C.S., for analysis, I shall give his results in referring to 
the subject of the water-8uj>ply of the city of Winnipeg. The bottles 
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containing the sample of the Nelson River water were unfortunately 
broken on the way to Montreal, when our boxes were violently tossed 
about on a steamer during a gale of wind in Lake Huron. 
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The Water Supply of the City of Winnipeg. 

Owing to the rapid growth of the city of Winnipeg, which already 
contains a large population, the question of providing it with a cheaper, 
and, if possible, a better supply of water than that afforded by the 
present primitive and inadequate method has become a matter of great 
importance. The waters derived from the wells sunk in the stratified 
clay in and around the city, although clear and sparkling, are not 
always pleasant to the taste, and they are evidently too highly charged 
with mineral salts to be desirable for domestic use. Besides these 
objections, the quantity which might be obtained from such wells 
would, no doubt, prove quite inadequate for the wants of a large town. 
The water of either the Eed or Assiniboine River is fairly good, and 
as these streams afford the most convenient sources from which to 
draw an unlimited supply, any information as to the nature of their 
respective waters will be of interest at the present time. Dr. Edwards' 
analyses, to which I have referred, were made in June and July, 1879. 
The samples were collected by myself on the 18th of October, 1873 — 
that of the Assiniboine at Fort Garry Ferry, and thai of 'Re^ JRiver a 
few miles above the confluence of the two rivers. In each case the 
samples were taken from the centre of the stream. They were pre- 
sei-ved in hard glass bottles, at a pretty uniform temperature, in a 
cellar in Montreal until required for analysis. Having been kept for 
such a length of time, a portion of the organic matter has most likely 
been lost, but the mineral constituents have probably not been affected 
to any practical extent. Before the analyses were undertaken the 
greater part of the suspended impurities had settled to the bottom, and 
the decanted water, being almost clear, was not filtered. The quantities 
operated upon were smaller than would have been desirable, but owing 
to Dr. Edwards' skill, and his experience as a water analyst, I have no 
doubt his figures represent very nearly the composition of the respec- 
tive rivers at the above date. The samples handed to Messi^s. Hoffmann 
and Adams, and which were collected in the corresponding period in 
the month of October (1879), were taken from each river at a short 
distance above its junction with the other. It may be expected that 
some change has taken place in the composition of these watei*s in the 
interval of six years, owing to various causes, among which may be 
mentioned the dredging by the United States authorities of the bottom 
of the Red River throughout a considerable part of its course, to the 
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cultivation and drainage of land, and perhaps also to the increased rain- 
fall in Manitoba during the last few years. These analyses may, 
therefore, be found to possess some historical interest : — 

WATER OF THS ASBllflBOnil III ] S73. 

Total lolld oontmU In 
rralns per Imp«rUl gmUon. 

1. Organio matter (loss by ignition) 7*71 ABsinlboine 

2. Calcic sulphate 4-39 waUr. 

3. Calcic carbonate • 7*05 

4. Iron, alumina an4 silica 1-09 

5. Alkaline salts, chieflj as chlorides ' , . . . 9* 75 

6. Magnesia sulphate, , , 7*81 

30 09 

37-80 
Hardnets by Clarke's soale, lO'Sf*. 

WATBB OF TBI BID BIYIB IN 1873. 

ToUl lolid ooataata in 
gnin« p«r Imperial pdlon. 

1. Organic matter (loss by ignition) 6-28 |^5*^*' 

1 . Calcic sulphate 2 '42 

3. Calcic carbonate 10*50 

4. Iron and alumina, 2-80; silica, -98 • 3-78 

5. Alkaline salts, chiefly as chlorides 5*18 

21.88 

27 16 
Hardness by Clarke's scale, 9^. 

It will be observed from the above analyses that (all things consid- comnarison of 
ered) the water of the Red Eiver is rather better than that of the '^^•"' 
Assiniboine. This, I think, is contrary to the general belief, owing to 
the greater quantity of mechanically suspended imparities in the Red 
River water. The amount of organic matter in both is considerable, 
and would, no doubt, be greater in fresh samples. 

They contain a large quantity of lime salts, the carbonate pre-j^^j^^ 
dominating in the Red River, while the Assiniboine has the most ^^^p**"**^"' 
sulphate. Magnesia sulphate does not appear to be present in appre- 
ciable quantity in the water of the Red River, while its occurrence in 
so large a proportion in the Assiniboine water constitutes its worst 
feature. If the Red River in any part of its course contained magnesia 
sulphate, its absence in the stream near Fort Garry at the above date 
may be accounted for by its having been precipitated by the carbonate 
of iron contained in springs and surface water flowing into the river, 
or by the carbonate of potash resulting from the lixiviation of the 
ashes left by the extensive burning of the timber belt going on almost 
every year along the course of the river. And this suggests a means 
by which the Assiniboine water might be freed of its Epsom salts, in 
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Kb4>«kl J* (^nd Otherwise desirable for the supply of the city, 

*^^ ' . aWiM to it a certain amount of wood ashes, which eoiMI 

"*^v be obuined so long as wood is so largely used as fuel. In tlik 

* ^uhrii^os salt, the sulphate of potash, would be substituted ii 

k ' «mt«r for one which Dr. Parkes, the well-known writer on sanitttj 

— w-^ should not exceed throe grains to the gallon in a whoi^ 



Th* «ttnpl<** ^^ water analysed by Dr. Edwai-ds were collected after 

^"IJ^ ^^j^ of dry autumn weather, and at a time when both riven 

— «A!f<iw<tt . rtrtli^r low. They would, therefore, represent the average coor 

tntm of the streams better than if they had been collected at any 

kat «»ns»»>»- I^*iri"S ^^^ spring freshet the waters would contain i 

i«T«»r w^H^^^^*^ ^^ organic matter relatively to the mineral salts, in 

mw^ tliey would be affected locally and temporally by the wash 

fVitf. i3^*wi<>rotorm8, while during the winter they would be oxcep- 

h ^\^t mention in connection with this subject that the same year 

, ^•>i^h 1 brought home the above samples of water, I collected speci- 

-*. * *h*^' «?w»^ ^^* *^® white efflorescing salt or "alkali" which eveiy traveller 

■^'V V!S?>^j««^rv^ around many of the lakes and covering the dry beds of ponds 

V*'*-' j^ ^1^^.^ region drained by the western branch of the Asslniboine, and 

>^^l that it consists principally of sulphate of sodium and magnesium, 

^v^ther with chlorides of calcium and sodium. 

.*, Ah to the possibility of improving either of these waters before dis- 
''V^'v^^- ^^^^tmting them in the city, I may remark that, while much of the 
vN*^r?*or matter held in suspension might be thrown down in settling 
iviuls, a portion of it is so very fine that it cannot bo got rid of in this 
wtiv. The turbid water of the Eed River imparts a muddy appear- 
Huoo to the whole length of Lake Winnipeg, notwithstanding the 
Uiunense volume of clearer water supplied by the Winnipeg River, 
Hud along with the milky Saskatchewan it is discharged by the Nelson 
Uiver into the sea — still very muddy — 700 miles from the city of 
Winnipeg. 

x.*.Ax*vH4, Filtration is the only effective remedy for this defect, and in addi- 

tion to the sand and gravel for removing the mechanical impurities, 
there should be a layer of animal charcoal for eliminating the organic 
matters. Such a provision would add comparatively little to the cost 
of filtration, since this substance is found in practice to act efficiently 
in such cases for a great length of time. Unfiltered river waters, 

;u»SSK^*^** more than any other kind, are frequently the medium for propagating 
such diseases as typhoid fever, cholera, diarrhoea, dysentry, internal 
pai'asites, &c., by means of the living germs which they contain, and 
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which multiply with extraordinaiy rapidity in tho warm weather. 

The danger arising from this cause will increase in the case of the 

rivers under consideration, as the districts through which they flow 

become more thickly inhabited. Almost the entire area drained by Geology of the 

the Assiniboine is believed to be underlaid by soft flat-lying rocks of "^*' onnnB, 

Cretaceous ago, while the basin of the Eed Eiver lies principally on 

Silurian strata. Its largest branch, however, tho Eed Lake Biver, 

which flows from the eastward, rises in tho motamorphic i^egion to the 

west of Lake Superior. 

A supply of bettor water might be brought down at some future other poaiibie 
time from one of the clear streams of the Pembina or the Biding supply. 
Mountain; or it might be conveyed from the Broken-head, White- 
mouth or Winnipeg Biver, or even from the Lake of the Woods 
(which lies at a very considerable elevation above the Lower Bed 
Biver Valley,) should the city become sufficiently populous and wealthy 
to afford the great expense which would be involved in the operation. 
The streams flowing entirely through the Laurentian country, beyond 
the Winnipeg, could, no doubt, furnish a still pui*er and softer water 
than any of the sources which have just been mentioned. 

A large amount of mn falls in Winnipeg, especially in tho months 
of May and June, and probably the quantity of most excellent soft 
water which is shed from the roof of every house and lost, if husbanded, 
would prove sufficient for the wants of its occupants. In order to 
preserve this supply, a large cistern might be dug below the bottom ciatenuu 
of the cellar floor, so as to protect the water from frost in winter and 
evaporation in summer. This should be lined with hydraulic cement 
and covered with iron, over which a thick layer of earth ought to be 
spread. A quantity of scrap ii'on might be pi uod in tho -bottom. 
The only openings should be those admitting the feed-pipe and pump- 
tube. The water might be made to pass through a filtering box before 
entering the cistern. K the cellar should be liable to bo flooded, the 
upper part of the cistern might be puddled all round after the manner 
adopted by miners to keep out water. 

It may be interesting to compare the waters of the Bed Biver and compariMm 
the Assineboine with those of rivers in other parts of the world, both EuropSln" 
in regard to their solid constituents and to their hardness. The fol-'^^*"* 
lowing list shows the number of grains of solid matter, of all kinds, 
per gallon, in a number of the rivere of Europe: — Thames, above 
London, 15 to 18-5; Seine, at Paris, 20-0; Bhine, at Lyons, 12-88; 
Garonne, at Toulouse, 9-56 ; Loire, at Mehung, 9-52 ; Scheldt, in Bel- 
gium, 20-49; Bhine, at Basle, 11-97; Spree, at Berlin, 80; Danube, 
at Vienna, 10-16, 
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^aoLomcAL mimvu of casadjl. 



Dr. T. Steny Hunt fi>iiiid Che clear wmter <>f the St. Ijawreiice a 
Cwcades to coataun 11-74: gnuit» of solids to the gmUon, wh3< 
brown water of the Ottawa at St. Anne's contained only 4-84 gnm\ 
the coU>aring bein^ dne to a minate quantity oi vegetable m 
derived from swamps at the head wat»9 of the river^ while the iBT»l 
ibie impurities of the St. Lawr^iee consisted mainly <^ mineral ■^ 

The hardness of the St. Lawrence at the Cascades was found hyJk 
Edwards to be 3*5°, and of the Ottawa at St. Anne*s 2-5'', while thatcf ! 
the mixed water oi the two rivers supplied to Montreal varied from f 
to ^ according to the season oi the year. The Asaniboiiie and tk 
Bed Kver waters^ although harder than those of the St. Ijawroice or 
Ottawa^ are not mnch worse in this respect than mach of the wtter 
supplied to towns in England, as shown by the foUowing^ exampki 
taken firom Dr. Wanklyn's treatise on Water Anabfsis : — ^The Thameiy 
above London, 14** ; Castleton, Derbyshire (water supply), H^ ; Qxfaa, 
Birkenhead, 11*^ ; Chelmsford, Esex, 13*3° ; Kirbyahore, Westmoiv- 
land, 23^'j Chatham, 24^ 



Geological a5D Gknxeal DiacmiPTiOH or ths Ssoioifs £xpi.oaxi>. 



Owing to the nnifbrmity in the geological character of large areas of 
the r^on which I passed over, and the total absence for long distances 
of any rocks older than the drift, this report may be shortened and 
simplified by including a notice of the geological observations in the 
general account of the season's operations. This will be arranged in 
the order in which the work was performed, as already indicated. 

The track-survey which I made in 1S78 of the upper part of the 
Nelson River, terminated at the Groose-hunting River, about half way 
pmriomnrvtsjfrom Lake Winnipeg to the sea. On my way to the Churchill River I 
resumed the survey of the Nelson at this point, and continued it to 
Split Lake, the direction being nearly north and the distance about 
nine miles. Grand Rapid occurs at four miles in a straight line before 
coming to the lake, and has a descent of about fifteen feet in the form 
of a steep chute. This is apparently the only formidable obstruction 
to the navigation of the Nelson River from the south-west extremity 
of Sipi-wesk Lake, or from Red Kocks Rapid, on another channel, all 
the way to the foot of Gull Lake, a distance of about 160 miles. A 
portage of less than 200 yards in length, over a steep ridge of clay and 
rock, leads past this chute, at the foot of which the river makes a short 
western ** jog " and receives the Grand River on the left side. At a 
mile and a half below the "jog " the Nelson gives off a large channel 
or discharge to the right, which flows north-east into Split Lake. The 



TImOtaikI 






CHURCHILL AND NELSON RIVERS. 13 C 

Ix)wer Chain-of-Rocks (or Islands) Eapid, with a descent of only about 
two feet, occurs one mile further down. 

Between the Grand Eapid and the western part of Split Lake the Oneiw. 
frneiss is partly reddish and partly grey and hornblendic. The strike 
varies in different places from S. 60° to 5f. 80° W. It is cut by a num- 
ber of dykes of dark-coloured diorite, some of which, just below the 
junction of the Grass River, are very large. Their run has a general 
north-and-80uth tendency. On the north side of Split Lake, opposite 
the two inlett* of the Nelson, the gneiss is cut by numerous dykes of 
all sizes and nmning in many directions. Below Chain-of-Rocka 
Rapid, on the north-west side of the river, dark grey quartzite and 
hornblendic schist occur, and also a dark green serpentinons-looking ^*^*'*'**- 
rock with a somewhat schistose structure. The Burntwood River, a R^JJrT^***** 
largo stream, with turbid water like that of the Nelson, enters the 
western extremity of Split Lake. On each side of the mouth of this 
river, the rocks consist of quartzose, felsitie and hornblendic slates, run- ®***"**- 
ning west-south-west, much cut up by trap dykes. At the Island of the 
I)ea<l, in the entrance of the river, hornblendic schist is interstraiifiod 
with ribboned quartzite, striking east and west. The rocks on some 
islands about a mile north-east of the western or principal inlet 
of the Nelson River, consist of dark bluish-gi*een hornblende and mica 
Mchist, interstratiOed with ribboned gneissic bands and with iiTegular 
layers of softer, light green schist, all much contorted. The rocks of 
the point between the Nelson and Burntwood rivers, and the islands 
for two miles to the north-west of it, may be considered as Huronian, Huponi^ 
but l>eyond this, in the same direction, they pass into gneiss, consisting 
of thin hornblendic and micaceous layers, alternating with othei*s of 
quartz. 

Split Lake runs east-north-east, and is about twenty-five miles long Split Lake. 

by two or three wide. The ixxiks along its northern shore consist of 

gneiss, which is generally of a honiblendic character, intei*stratified 

with quartzose layers. Towanis the west end the strike is about east 

and west, but elsewhere it is much disturbed. Besides the rocks of 

Huronian character just described as occurring at this extremity of the 

lake, a green hornblende rock, which was met with on an island near 

the east end, may be of the same age. What appears to be another 

limited area of Huronian rocks in this part of the country, is met with HuroniMion 

on the south side of the Grass River where it joins the Nelson. Here, ^"^ River. 

at about half a mile west of the Grand Rapid portage, there is a rib- 

lx)ned, slaty, hornblendic rock, together with a coarse vanety, and a 

dark gray quartzite, dipping S. 20° W. < 60°. These are cut by a 

great dioritic dyke, running about north and south. Siliceous and 
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»i,^f,r ^t,K*it(»^^, (^'-'ftiC a'/^/-**' '^^'•jf* ffi.ie- In a atnu^Ll liiic. The ou-ontry 
*fi» it'.t^^, f/,r.*t^*Ai, '/f browr.iA^^-irr*;;/ '^:^v, which preftente ?tcep b&nk»OQ 

'>tr/i/ '/J 'i*', >;*»C/;-. i/» Of*^; '^Art': t-A'A^l t*>^l hl^fh. When: the gT^Mind ia 
»/,'/') it K '/,i*M*A with A'#;t fphii^rrium. 

7h' *,',i^,>*rik 'ir/i',if/fi hi' W/'uvkai-^>w-a-ka Lake ruria ntsiriy north, and 
)»)#M A \*,u-/^\t hi it\f'fii^ l'//oAwt'. frjii<;i. Th^'/Qllet U on the ea^t side, aUjut 
M^/>it ftii\t< ifhfii th': '^4fli^^^t:^u t'.xtrf'Aiiily, at which it rc-ceivc^ a atream; 
iir»'J tihiiWit If rii\\('/\ l*i<kf',n'A Hivcr, «;ntorn the north end. Uppoc?ite tu 
Ml' onM'J, u iinrt'hw channel tUfUUi^Xn thi» with an extension of the 
hil'/ , •//)ni \i l\n \l|(\hll^'^ informed me ninn .vmth-eaatwani »ix or seven 
//!()<»»'., im'J h>i« a wi'UJi oi lhn;e or Jour mileh. The ?54juth-eaatern shore 
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of the lake washes the base of a ridge of drift, which extends for some 
miles to the north-east and south-west, and presents a bare bank of 
clay rising about sixty feet above the water, from which the lake 
derives its name. The water is clear, and on the 26th of July it had a 
temperature of 67® Fah. It abounds with fish, including grey trout, YiBh. 
some of which are very large, whitefish, pike, pickerel, dog-fish and 
suckers. Its elevation above the sea appears from my barometrical mtratlim 
observations to be 936 feet. The country around is green, the timber 
consisting of spruce, white birch, as|)en, balsam-poplar and tamarac. Timbw. 

The general coui*se of the Little Churchill River, all the way ft'om Little 
the southern extremity of Was-kai-ow-a-ka Luke to its junction with 
the Great Chui*chill, is nearly north-east, and the distance between the « 
points about ninety miles in a straight line. For three miles below the 
outlet the river has a tranquil course, and then expands into a small 
lake, but below this, for some seventeen miles, it is broken, here and 
there, by rapids, past some of which short portages require to bo R»pi<i»« 
made. Solid gneiss i*ock occurs at the rapids, but elsewhere the banks 
consist of clay, gravel or sand. Further on the river flows for a few 
miles with a gentle current, among islands and lagoons, with occasional 
banks of clay, covered in some places with peat four feet thick. The 
accompanying wood-cut is from a photogi*aph taken at the lower end 
of this stretch, looking up-stream. At thirty-eight miles fi*om tlie 
fckouthern extremity of Was-kuiow-a-ka Lake, the Switching Eiver 
falls in from the left side, and at five miles further we enter the Bccluse ReoiuM Lakw. 
Lakes, which are of small size and connected by a short sluggish por- 
tion of the river. So fer the woods' along the river have been generally 
green, but below these lakes the timber is mostly burnt all the way to^"™' oouniry. 
the Great Chui*chill. 

The rock of the oast side of Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake is a coaiTiely „ . . 

** Syeoitio gornt. 

crystalline, massive, greyish-red syenitic gneiss, but along the river, 
especially in the first twenty miles below the lake, other varities of 
gneiss ai*e exposed at the rapids. The strike is not uniform, but in most 
cases it approaches a south-westwai-d dii*ectiou. The Becluse Lakes lie 
in the north-eastern pail of a valley four miles wide, excavated in the 
great clay deposit which is everywhere spread over this region. Along ****** 
the north-west side the banks ai*e from 100 to 150 feet high. On leaving 
the lakes a few rapids occur, but below these, the river, for a long dis- 
tance, flows in a crooked channel of uniform breadth with a tolerably 
swift cuiTcnt, between banks of clay, var}'ing from twenty to one 
hundred and fifty feet in height, but averaging from forty to fifty feet. 
The upper pai-t of this deposit appears to be a modified clay, with 
occasional layers of gmvel, and sometimes a ridge of gravel and sand 
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above it; while the lower part is unstratified and full of pebbles, with 
some bouldera. The latter comprise yellowish-grey magnesian lime- 
Boulden. stone of Silurian age, gneiss, and a great variety of rocks belonging lo 
the unaltered, unfossiliferous series of the east coast of Hudson's Bay, 
which resembles the Nipigon group and which have been described in 
my report for 1877. Boulders of these rocks ai*e abundant around 
Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake and they were also observed along the Nelson 
River. Limestone gravel became abundant a few miles below Was-kai- 
ow-a-ka Lake. 

In approaching the (Ireat Churchill, the river, for a number of miles, 

is deep and smooth, and the clay banks have retired to a considerable 

River waten<. ^ distance On both sides. The water of this stream has a brownish tinge 

and forms a striking contrast with that of the great river into which 

it falls. The lattei' is bright and clear, like the St. Lawrence water, 

and on the 3rd of August it had a temperature of 62° F&h. During 

the few days preceding this date, the temperature of the Little 

Churchill River ^^^^'^^^^^ averaged 63° Fah. Just below the junction or "forks" the 

?^AH"?iJ**° u^.,1 river is nearly a mile wide, and the land on the east side rises from 

Little Churohil] -^ ' 

300 to 450 feet above its level. No rock appears in these high banks, 
which are evidently composed of drift. Immediately above the forks 
the river is much narrower, and the clay banks on both sides rise 
steeply to a height of about 150 feet. The latitude of the north-west 
side of the river, opposite the mouth of the Little Churchill, I found 
to bo 57° 30' 57", and the variation of the C()m])ass at this locality to 
be about 12° 30' K. On the hitter stream, at twenty miles south of the 
junction, the variation was ascertained to he 10^.30' E., and at twenty- 
four miles it was 11° 30' R. 

Churchill River ^ ascended the Churchill for a distance of twenty-three miles (fol- 

*^Fo?ks^" lowing the stream) from the mouth of the Little Churchill. In this 

distance it averaged about one-thii'd ot a mile in width and had high 

banks of clay on alternate sides. Numerous rapids were met with, and 

the total rise in the alM)ve distance amounted to 173 feet, or at the rate 

of seven and a-half feet per mile. A perpendicular fall, remarkable 

for its great width, was re]>orted by an old Indian whom we mot at 

Norway House to occur at no great distance further up the river. The 

upward course of the river l>eyond the point which I reachcti, must be 

neai-ly parnllel to the Little Churchill, as the Indians say that in the 

winter the va])or from the falls all along this section can be seen from 

the latter river and Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake. The fundamental rocks are 

exposed in the bed of the river at the rapids, and consist of coarse 

Syenitic gneisB. greyish-red or light reddish syenitic gneiss, like that of VVas-kai-ow-a-ka 

Jjake, and in some parts poryhyritic, passing into a somewhat tine- 
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grained red gneiss resembling a haixl altered red sandstone. Both 
rocks have a very "dry" character. The general strike is north- 
eastwai'd or across the strike of the river. 

The distance from the junction of the Little Churchill to the mouth Lower part of 

/. 1 . 1. . 1 . tr.a' .1 • ^ . 1 , Churchill River 

ol the river, according to my sui'vey, is about 105 miles m a straight described, 
line, and the bearing about N. 33^ E. (ast.) A considerable stream 
entei^s from the left side at twenty miles below the Little Churchill ; 
but with this exception the tributaries ai'e apparently all small. For 
the first twenty-live miles in a straight course below the point just 
mentioned, the river bends about a good deal, but from thence it makes 
only two (nearly straight) reaches to the sea. Fi*om the forks to the 
end of the first of these, the average width of the river is about half a 
mile, and few islands occur, but in the last reach, islands are numerous, 
and the width, for a considerable distance, is upwai*ds of two miles. 
The tide extends to the foot of the last rapid, a distance of seven or 
eight miles from the open sea, the intervening section forming a lagoon Lagoon, 
about two miles broad. The mouth of the river, which ^^s bounded by 
solid rock, is less that half a mile in width, and the point on the west 
side projects some distance beyond the other. The fine harbour of Ha"K>rI * 
Churchill lies immediately within the mouth of the river. 

From half a dozen barometric observations, taken on three diffei'ent 
days, I found the river, where it is joined by the Little Churchill, to be 
705 feet above the sea. This would give an average descent of rather ^JJJ*"^ *° 
more than seven feet per mile to the head of tide water. Rapids are 
numerous, especially in the first thirty miles, and again in the neighbor- 
hood of the angle formed by the hist two stretches of the river at forty 
miles from the mouth. Only one of them, however, is formidable Only one 

^ ' portage. 

enough to require a portage to be made. This is a steep rapid, which, 
may be called the Portage Chute, situated at twenty-eight miles, in a 
straight line, below the forks. Here the canoes are carried a distance 
of 205 paces on the south side of the river. 

In the first twenty-five miles above referred to, in which the river is 
more crooked than elsewhere, it nins from side to side in a valley two i^««p v*w«y- 
to four miles in width, of which the slopes, consisting of earth, rise to 
heights of two or three hundred feet above the water. Beyond this 
distance, the high banks disappear or recede further from the river. 

The same coai'se reddish syenitic gneiss which was found above theSyeniiicgneisa. 
forks continued to be met with in the bed of the river at almost every 
rapid for a distance of thirty-five miles, in a straight line, downward 
from this point. In some places it was poi'phyritic from the presence 
of large crystals of salmon-coloured feldspar. The strike could scarcely 
be recognized. At one place it appeared to be W. N. W. 
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At the end of the twenty-five miles fW>m the forks, a rather ooane 
greyish ms^ sandstone, in horixontal beds, makes its appearance on 
the right side of the river, and continues fl>r three miles, or to the 
Portage Chute abore reftared ta In one place it forms a ollflT twenty 
feet in height, and rests upon the red sjrenitic gneiss which is here seen 
in the bottom of the river. 

On the opposite, or left side of the river, a cliff of greyish-boif very 
cmmbling earthy limestone or calcareous marl begins at the Porti^ 
Ohute, and continues for eight miles downward with a height varying 
flrom thirty to fifty feet In this interval the same rock crops out in a 
few places on the opposite side of the river ttom beneath the drift clay, 
Tiiwtfirt Ni ^^^^^ ^^ *^ heaped above the beds forming the cliff on the loft side . 
The accompanying view, looking down the river, is copied from a 
photograph taken two miles and a half below the Portage CSiute, and 
shows the appearMice of the banks in this vicinity. The last of the 
red syenitic gneiss is seen in a rapid at the termination of the long 
limestone cliff above described. Here another escarpment of the marly 
limestone^ like the one just pitesed on the left side, and of about the 
same height, begins on the right side of the river and continues for 
upwards of four miles, while tiie opposite bank consists of drift 
clay with the limestone exposed in one place. Thin irregular and 
interrupted beds of tolerably pure grey limestone occur among the 
marly strata. The only fossils observed were some fragments of 
encrinal stems and casts of Lept€auL 

The termination of this lowermost cliff is about seventy miles from 
the mouth of the river. Between it and the commencement of the last 
Baoki of stretch, a diRtanee of upwards of thirty miles, the banks are from 
drift clay." • seventy to one hundred and fifty feet high, and consist of drift clay with 
the limestone cropping out here and there at the base on either side. 
The latter is likewise exposed at a short distance back from the main 
hanks in the ravines cut by nnmerous tributary brooks. The limestone 
also occasionally extends across the bed of the river. The channel of 
the Chnrchill in this section is evidently of pre-glacial origin. Along 
it a considerable thickness of drift rests upon the uneven surface of the 
limestone, filling its inequalities with a mixture of boulders, gravel 
and clay. The undisturbed pebbly and bouldery clay is also sometimes 
observed to fill the angle between the ancient cliff and the river bed. 

Along this part of the stream the limestone becomes less earthy and 
of a dolomitic character. Some of the stronger beds are mottled with 
white chalky nodules, while othei*s have straggling dark-colored patches 
running over their surfaces. At the commencement of the last reach, 
or forty miles from the mouth of the river, the rock becomes more 
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evenly bedded and of a lighter grey or buff color. The last observed Buff-coiowd 
exposure of the dolomite occurs about five miles further down. No °" 
fossils were found in this vicinity. 

Beginning at thirty miles from the mouth and extending downwai-d 
for ten miles, the river spreads out among a gi'eat number of islands, isUtnda in the 
and below this, as far as the tidal lagoon, it is broad, shallow and much 
interrupted with gravelly and bouldery rapids, the last of which is 
opposite to Mosquito Point, between seven and eight miles from the 
mouth. The flat-lying limestones or dolomites do not extend to the j^^ iimestonea 
sea-coast on the Churchill, as they evidently do on the Hayes and ^^^^^^^ 
Nelson Eivers. Westward of the lagoon, and on both sides of the 
mouth of the river, a different formation makes its appearance. This 
consists of a massive dark grey quartzite, which seems to contain more ^ qoartiite. 
or less felspar or argillaceous matter, and weathera to a lighter grey on 
old surfaces. It is easily broken in any directjion, and seldom shows 
distinct traces of bedding. It holds a good many straggling, iri'egulai* 
and short veins of white and grey quartz, with othei*s of a tolerably 
regular character. Nearly all these contain scales of specular iron. 
Specks of iron pyrites were found in some of them, and traces of green 
carbonate of copper in one. In another of these veins, about two 
miles east of the mouth of the river, I found small specimens of a blue 
mineral which appears to be lazulite. Specimens fi'om a number of lmqh^^ 
these veins were brought home to be assayed for the precious metals, 
and ai'e reported on by Mi\ Hoffmann. 

On the west side of the river the strike of the quartzite formation xttitadeof 
appears to be to the south-westward, and on the east side to the south- Jg^^S^n, 
eastwaixi, as if the strata were forming the opposite sides of an anti- 
clinal axis, running down the lagoon and tending to terminate north- 
ward of the mouth of the river. At Fort Churchill the quartzite is 
very massive, and the strike is apparently S. 25° W. On the coast, 
about a mile and a half eastward of the river, it appears to be S. 45° E 
(mag). « At a mile still f\irtber east it is quite distinct, and runs S. 
75° E. Here the quartzite holds an occasional rounded quart:^ pebble. 
On Eagle Nest Point, about seven miles eastwai*d of the mouth of the 
river, the strike, as shown by a bed containing small rounded pebbles 
of white quaitz, is N. 75° E. 

The geological age of these i*ocks cannot be accurately determined ^^^f^l,^ 
from present data. Tney contain no fossils, and are a considerable Jgj^^^^j 
distance from the limestones already described as occurring further up 
the river, and which, no doubt, belong to the Lower Silurian system. 
They resemble the gold-bearing quartzites or " whin-rocks " of Nova 
Scotia (which are apparently Lower Cambrian) more closely than any 
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other Btaita whioh I haye Been. As a convenient name for present 
porpoees they might he called the Churohill qnartsitee. 

Peat of fkir quality, and perhaps of soffioient thickness to be of 
economic value, was noticed in several phioes along the route firom 
Split Lake to Fort Churchill. The following localities may be men- 
tioned : — Greek nortfi of Hudson's Bay Company's post, Split Ijake ; 
outlet of Assean Lake; southern part of Was-kai-ow-arka Lake, both 
sides ; lagoons twelve miles south of Becluse Lakes, four feet thick on 
top of hank; Churchill Biver, twenty-one miles below the forkH, 
five feet thick on top of bank. For some distance above and below the 
commencement of the last stretch, the woods occur only in patches in 
an open peaty country as fkr as can be seen along the river. 

Among the islands fhrther down, bouldery and grassy spaces extend 
between those which are left dry at low water. For a distance of 
eighteen miles before reaching the mouth of the river, open grassy 
flats extend for a considerable but irregular breadth on either side. 
This open country is said to resemble the barren grounds which begin 
'to the northwestward of Fort Churchill, and are represented in the 
accompanying illustration taken froiA a photograph. 

The upper branches of the Chui*chil] being in a warmer region than 
the lower part of the river, the water rises in spring and bursts away 
the ice in the latter, while it still retains its strength. This circum- 
stance, and the rapid nature of the river, evidently cause great packing 
and shoving of the ice during the freshet, and this no doubt has the 
effect of temporarily damming back the water in many places. Below 
the junction of the Little Churchill the banks ai*e entirely denuded of 
timber, and have an even and uniform slope up to a height of twenty 
or thirty, and sometimes even forty feet above the summei^level of the 
river. The ice would also appear to extend annually to the yallej^-s of 
the tributary sti'eams, preventing the growth of timber along their 
sides for a considerable distance back from the main river. During the 
summer, however, a luxuriant growth of gi*as8 and other plants springs 
up, and covers these sloping banks in most places with a rich green. 
Further down, after the river has expanded among the islands and the 
banks have become lower, the effects of the spring ice ai'c no longer 
noticeable. 

Marine shells were first noticed in the drift at sixty miles from the 
mouth of the river. The locality was towards the top of a bank, about 
150 feet high, on the right side. The river at the base, from bai-omet- 
rical observation, was 200 feet above the sea, so that these shells 
probably occur at an elevation of nearly 350 feet above the same level. 
As the bank, (which consists of pebbly grey clay with appai*ently a 




OHURCHILL AND NELSON RIVERS. 21 

capping of modified clay,) continued, with the same chai'acters, for a 
long distance up stream, I have no doubt the shells may be found at a 
greater distance inland than that at which they wore observed by 
myself. The species- noticed at this locality were Mya arenaria^M., 
truncata, Saxicava rugosoL^ and TeUina proxivia. Among the islands 
further down, where the banks have diminished to about seventy feet 
in height and the bed of the river has descended to within 100 feet of gj^^n^ -j^ ^i^^^ 
the sea-level, Pecten Islandicus and Cardium Islandicum were found in *^ se*-i«v©i. 
addition to the foregoing species. These shells, together with Rhyncho- 
nella psittaceUy were very abundant in the clay forming the bed of the 
lagoon at Fort Churchill. 

The comparatively rapid elevation of the land, or retiring of the sea. Apparent low- 
around James Bay and at York Factory was referred to in my reports 
for 1877 and 1878. The same phenomenon is also noticeable at Fort 
(Churchill. From various circumstances connected with the history of 
old Fort Prince of Wales, at the mouth of the river, and other data, I 
conclude that the relative level of the sea and land in this vicinity is 
changing at the rate of about seven feet in a century. This recession 
of the sea may be due to a general lowering of its level relatively to 
the land, and partly to the silting up of portions of Hudson's Bay, in- 
terrupting the free flow of the tides. 

Spruce and tamarac timber are found growing near the sea coast in Timber of the 
favoui*able situations as far slh Seal River, beyond which their north- ^°°"'°* • 
eastern limit curves inland. The spruce, although not growing as a 
continuous forest quite as far north as Fort Churchill, is still found of 
sufficient size in the neighbourhood of this post to be used fur building 
houses, boats, &c. The balsam poplai* is rare and of small size at Fort • 
Churchill. White birch, which was found on the main river, eighteen 
miles above the forks, is said to occur at about sixty or seventy miles 
west of the mouth of the river. Along the direct overland rout^ from 
Fort Churchill to York Factory the timber is reported to l>e generally 
small, and large prairie-like openingH are said to occur, in which the 
ground is dry and covered with grass or other herbage. 

I saw very gocxi potatoes and turnips growing in the gaixlen at Fort p^j^^^,^ ^^^^^ 
Churchill. Previous to the advent of Mr. and Mrs. Spencer, the eulti- Jj^JjU^jn 
vation of potatoes had not been attempted, and the possibility of rais- 
ing them at Churchill, when suggested by Mi-s. Spencer, was ridiculed 
by the oldest inhabitants. However, in spite of predictions of certain 
failure, ground was prepared, seed planted, and a good crop harvested. 
The experiment lias been repeated successfully for seven consecutive 
yeai*s, so that the question of the practicability of cultivating the potato 
on the shore of Hudson's Bay in this latitude has been pretty well 
solved. 
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HajCMi beciitmflbuid«ioemtlieDri|^bon4ioodofFortChiirdi^ 
nd cattle thiiTe well, yet tlie anne ignoraiioe or ohsliiiacy' at 
that above r e fe r r ed to, Ibrmeriy prevoDted any attanpt being made to 
breed etock on the apot, ao that ererjr freah animal reqjuired had to be 
bronght from aome other poet NoWy the small herd whiGh la kept at 
the {dace ia reemited by raiaing the animala odved at the fort itaeK 
The open gnmy land near the aea ia practically of onlimited extent 
Much of it ia dry and nndnlating, aflbrding abnndanoe of pasture fbr 
the cattle. The batter made by Jba. Spencer eoaM hardly be excelled 
Ibr quality and fineneaa of Hairor in any coantry. 

Althoogfa I did not aocceed in exploring mnch of the shore of Hod- 
son's Bay to the north-west of the Ghorchill, enoogh was seen to give 

oSc&JMf^^^ * KO^ ^^ ^ ^^ natore of the coast The east shore of Batton's 
Bay, which begins at the point on the west side of the month of the 
river, runs sondi-westward fbr neariy ten miles. Fort Churchill is 
situated on the west side of the lagoon, about five miles from the month 
of the river. From the fort^ the distance westward across tbe penin- 
sula to Button's Bay I found to be only a little more than two miles. 
Around the bottom of this bay, and westward, the shore is extremely 
low. When the tide is out, wide bouldery flats are laid bare. These 
descend so gradually to the sea level that it is difficult to effect a land- 
ing, even from a small boat Looking over these flats, tbe sky and the 
even oatline of the boulders seem to meet in the distanoe, and their 
appearance suggests " a sea of boulders " as an appropriate name for 
them. Even within the lag(X>n of the Churchill, when the tide is out, 
the bouldeiy flatH on either uide form a conspicuouH feature. Those on 
the west are represented in the accompanying iliostration. taken from 
a photograph, looking southward at Port Churchill. The boulders, 
which are of ail sizes and generally well rounded, comprise a consider- 
able variety of rocks, the prevailing ones being those of the unaltered 
group of the east coast of Hudson's Bay in the neigh bourliood of Mani- 
tounuck and Nastopoka Sounds, which, as ali'cady stated, resembles the 
Nipigon series. Boulders of gneiss and fossiliferous yellowish-grey 
limestone are also numerous. At some places on the shore, within the 
firat few miles to the eastward of the mouth of the Churchill Biver, 

OrMm-eoionr- & ^'^^T ^^ght cream-coloured dolomite, resting on the grey quartzite, is 
so abundant, in a fragmental condition, that I have little doubt it occurs 
in place immediately beneath, or at no great distance off. 

While waiting at Fort Churchill for the sailing of the Hudson's Bay 
Company's ship, in order to pi*oceed to York Factory, I obtained the 
latitude of the place by five different observation of the meridian alti- 
tude of the sun, taken by Trough ton's repeating circle, as follows :— 
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(1.) 68* 44' 64/'-61 

(2.) 58' 44' 22 "-80 

(3.) 68' 44' 31 ''-70 

(4.) 68' 44' 56"-20 

(6.) 68* 44' 50 "90 

Mean 58" 44' 43//-04 

The mouth of the river is about 4' farther north. I also ascertained 
that the variation of the compass at this locality is at present about 5^5^*5^. 
1 1°E., but on the river, at twenty-seven miles southward of the mouth, 
I found it to be only 6** 30'. 

Ccmpletion of Track Survey of the Nelson River. 

On the 21" th of August I left York Factory, and camped on Point of XMentof the 
Marsh, or the extremity of Beacop Point, between Hayes and Nelson N*'"**"* iRxfw* 
rivers, and the next morning started to ascend the latter to Lake 
Winnipeg. My report for 1878 contains a description of the lower 
part of the Nelson, which was explored during that season. It will 
not be necessary, therefore, again to describe this section. In regard 
to the question of the navigation of this stretch of the river, it was 5W'*frt** 
stated that the shallowest place discovered by my soundings was at the 
head of the tide, abreast of " Gillam*s " or the Lower Seal Island. When Soondingi. 
at this locality again, last August, I carefully sounded the whole width 
of the river and found the deepest water to be ten feet, as before. The 
bottom consists of shingle, resting apparently on boulder clay, which ^^^ l«i»ndi. 
here forms both banks of the river and the Seal Islands. '^ Gillam's " 
Island and the south bank opposite to it were found, by barometer, to 
have each a height of eighty feet, while the north bank rises to upwards 0^ • ^ 
of 100 feet above the river. The bouldei-s and the pebbles of the drift *><"»w«"' 
in this neighbourhood are made up largely of the rocks of the supposed 
equivalent of the Nipigon series of the east side of Hudson's Bay. 
Specimens of almost every variety of these strata may be picked up 
along the banks in this part of the river. Three miles above the Seal 
Islands I found a large piece of white quartz exactly like that of the 
veins in the grey quartzite of the mouth of the Churchill. It also 
contained scales of specular iron precisely similar to those of the 
Churchill veins. At **The Cache," which is on the north side of the 
river opposite Deer's Island, or sixteen miles from the Seal Islands, Churohui 
there are numei'ous large and a few immense angular and partially ^" 
i*ounded blocks of this grey quartzite. One of them contains some 
white quai*tz pebbles similar to those occasionally observed in the rock 
in place at Chui-chill. The accompanying illustration, from a photograph 
taken on the north-west of the river at sixty-three miles firom Point of S^JffiJjiS^ 
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Marsh (the extremity of Beacon Point), will serve to show the appear- 
ance of the clay banks of the Nelson along its lower section. 

FintUmMioiM The First or Lowest Limestone Bapid proved to be abont seventy- 
seven miles in a straight line from Point of Marsh, or about ninety by 
the river. The foot of the rapid is in latitude M"" 36' 6-1''. Here, and 
at twenty-two miles higher up the river, the variation of the compass 
is 11^ 30', while at the place where the above photograph wa8 taken it 
is 8^ 45'. Two more strong rapids over limestone occur at nine and 

lint iMiMi ^^ miles respectively above the lowest one. The first gneiss is aoen in 
the bed of the river ten miles higher up, and the limestone in the 
banks disappears at two or three miles fhrther on. The high clay 
escarpments of the lower part of the river continue to the Limeistone 
Bapids, where they still have an elevation of about 100 feet, but they 
have diminished somewhat where the limestone duiappears ; and the 

£u?eiu%uiki '^'^^ banks skirting the river terminate near the foot of a chute with a 

g^^^i^f*^ perpendicular pitch of twelve feet, sixteen miles above the Third Liime- 
stono Rapid. Beyond this, an occasional bank of clay is seen an far as 
Oull Lake, but around this body of water and up to Split Lake the 
countiy appears to be generally pretty level. A few species of marine 

iaeiay. shells were oliserved in the upper parts of the clay banks all the way 

fVom the mouth of the river to the twelve-feet chute just mentioned. 
The only species met with at this upper limit were Saxicava rugosa 
and TelUna proxima. The elevation, as indicated by barometer, was 
upwui'ds of 200 feet above the sea. 

Pre-giacUi ^" ™^' roiwrt for 1878 it was stated that the lower part of the Nel^w>u 

chanoei. Biver appeai*H to flow in a pro-glacial channel. Evidences of the exist- 

ence of such a channel were found in various places along the river all 
the way to Split Lake. It was also mentioned in the report referred 
R* e hannei ^' ^^^^^ ^^^ straight portion of the river between this lake and Sipi-wesk 
along a great lies in a channel scooped out during the glacial period along the course 
of a groat dyke and afterwaixls tilled with pebbly clay. In the neigh- 
LooMshinsie, bourhcKxi of the Limestone Rapids, and for some miles both alxive and 

Ac.) in bollows ^ 

in boulder olay< below them, the haixi boulder-clay has been excavated in many places 
and the hollows filled with loose boulders, shingle, gravel, sand and 
stratified clay. For a number of miles before coming to the First 
Limestone Rapid the banks on both sides are about 120 feet high and 
consist generally of unsti*atified pebbly clay, but at a ix)iiit on the 
north-west side, between two and three miles below the rapid, fix>m 
twenty-five to fifty feet of sand, gravel and cobble-stones rest upon 100 
Oomponition offset of this chiy. Close by, to the north-east of this, the river Iwink 
nver Danes, consists of yellow-drab tine sandy clay, and a little further ou in the 
same direction it consists of thirty feet of boulders, cobble-stones and 
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pebbles at the bottom, overlaid by ninety feet of sand and gravel. On PiretLimestone 

the same side of the river, at the foot of the rapid itself, 100 feet of the ^^ ' 

hard drift clay, which here shows uneven joints with rusty sudaces, 

rest upon twenty feet of buff-coloured fossiliferous dolomite in nearly f^niferous 

horizontal beds. It is shaly at the base, but at the top some of the **'****°**^- 

beds are two feet thick. These hold flinty and white chalky nodules. 

A cliff, twenty feet high, of greyish-buff dolomite, mottled with yellow, 

runs along the edge of the i*apid on the other side of the river. Among 

the fossils observed here was an Orthoceras two and a-half feet lonir and ., ... 

c> Second Lime- 

n\x inches in diameter. On the south-east side, just below the Second «toiic Rapid. 

Limestone Eapid, nine miles above the first, a cliff, twelve feet high, 

at the edge of the river, is formed of horizontal l^edn of crumbling buff 

and greyish <iolomite. At about a mile below this locality those beds 

were observed to be slightly undulating. At the Thiixi I'imestone ti,j^ Lj^^. 

llapid the rock is exposed in horizontal kuls at the foot of the clay '''**"® '^p***- 

hank along the south-east side of the river, and consists of bluish-grey, 

drab and bufl\ somewhat arenaceous dolomite. Near the foot of this . 

Arenacbouii 

rapid a considerable stream, which I took to be the Limestone River <*«*<>«>**«• 
enters on the opposite side. 

For the next eleven miles the river is very swift, and then a rapid, 
two miles wide and full of knobs and little ridges of gneiss, begins, and 
continues for five miles, or to the Twelve-feet C^hute already men- 
tioned. This might be appropriately termed the Broad Rapid. In Broad Rapid, 
going from the lowest of these rapids to the other, the banks on 
both sides diminish from a height of about one hundred feet at P'P»i""^i?n in 

, ° hetfrht of banks 

the former to about hfty or sixty at the latter ; yet the surfiice of o^*' river-b«i. 

the ground probably slopes in the same direction as the river, the giQ.^ ^f ^ver- 

descent in the latter being apparently greater than would be accounted *****' 

for by the difference in the altitude of the banks, supposing the tops 

of the latter to be horizontal. On the north-west side, the clay bank 

is quite continuous and almost bare all the way to within a mile of 

the Twelve-feet Chute, a distance oi' over sixteen miles by the river. 

Near the Third Limestone Rapid the bank was observed to be more or 

less distinctly stratified throughout its whole height. On the opposite 

side, the upper part, and sometimes its whole depth, consists of 

gravel and sand. 

Along the above interval between the rapids, ledges of the dolomite 
crop out from beneath the banks here and there on both sides. The 
last exposui'e is on the south-east side at the bottom of the Broad (five 
miles) Rapid. Here it is finely arenaceous, of a mottled light bluish- ^"*"»?**>"'' 
grey color, and holds some of the same fossils as those found further 
down the river. The fossils collected at the three Limestone Rapids 
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SSlOMib Twohre-feet Chute and those just described, and the wh<de aaoent in 
the river in this space cannot be far from 100 feet About mid-wny 

Mm^ down this section, the river divides among islands, the lai^geat of 

which may be about foui* miles long. Just above these islanda, the 

tod ia Um upward course of the river makes a bend to the southward of about 
six milesi and then resumes its former course. Nino miles above 
the Twelve-feet Chute, a brown-water river falls in from the sontiv 
which appears to bo the largest tributary from that side below Split 
Lake. 

OoULdie. Gull Lake is merely an expansion of tho river, and inins with its 

general course, which has tho same bearing (a little 80uth of west) ail 
the way from the commencement of the Laui*entian gneiss to the head 
of Split Lake. It is twelve miles long and foui* wide in the middle, 
and contains a few islands. The distance from tho head ofi Gull ILake 
to the outlet of Split Lake is eighteen miles, and the avei*age width of 

Sliffht rapid*, the river is nearly one mile. An easy rapid, two miles in length, 
occurs at the outlet of Split Lake, and two shoH ones about mid-way 
between the two lakes. An occasional bank of clay is seen along the 
section of the river under description, but, as ali*eady stated, the country 
in the neighbourhood has a generally level appearance, the only excep- 
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tiou being Fox Hill (a part of the ridge running past the south end of FozHiii. 
Waskal-ow-a-ka Lake), which is visible to the north-westward from 
the lower part of Split Lake. The Assean Biver enters the north side Ass«ftti Kirer, 
near the outlet, and at a narrow place, just west of it, there is a per- 
ceptible current in the lake. 

From the termination of the fossiliferous dolomites to the outlet of 
Split Lake, the rocks along the Nelson River consist of Lanrentian LAorentian. 
gneiss and schists, with the exception of a small area of what appear 
to be Huronian strata at the foot of the lowest Gull Rapid. At a Hurooian at 
point on the north side, about one mile below this rapid, a coarse grey®"** H«pids. 
mica-schist, with strings and bunches of white quartz along the bed- 
ding, dips N. 15** E. < 80**. Grossing the foot of the rapid itself is a 
band of fine-grained massive mica-sohist, passing into dark gi'ej 
quartzite, ribboned with streaks of white quarts and red felspar. The 
dip is N. 10** B. < 80**. A dark finely-crystallized diorite, probably 
forming part of a dyke, was observed at the sides of the rapid. 

The Laurentian gneiss, in the section which has been indicated, ^^^ . 
presents some variety in composition, color, texture, and in the char-«n«i«- 
acter of its stratification, which it is unnecessary to describe minutely in 
the present report. Sometimes the gneiss passes into hornblende or 
mica schist. Li a few places the latter is studded with garnets, and it GanMts. 
generally contains veins of coarse, light-colored granite. The strike, strika^ ^*^°'* 
which was recorded in many places, was nowhere found to preserve a 
general unifoimity of direction for any considerable distance, but in 
the majority of all the cases noted it had a northwesterly tendency. 

On the firat island above the narrows near the outlet of Split Lake, ag ^ j^^^ 
green hornblende rock, which may be Huronian, runs S. 15** W., ver- 
tical, and on the east side of the point forming the nai*rows there is a 
peculiar light reddish-grey gneiss, containing a soft chloritic mineral. 
The weathered surfaces are very thickly pitted, and have a rough, 
Hpongy appearance. Split Lake and the geology of its shores have 
been already referred to in describing my route fVom Lake Winnipeg 
to the mouth of the Churchill River. 

Grass Biver, 

Having ali'eady surveyed the section of the Nelson River between 
the '* jog '' at the foot of the Grand Rapid and Sipi-wesk Lake, I fol- 
lowed the Grass River between these points, in retui*ning to Norway 
House, after completing the exploration of the river below Split Lake. 
The upward courae of the Grass River from its junction with the Upward coumQ 
Nelson bears southwestward, nine miles to the outlet of Witchai 
(*^ Stinking ") Lake, from which it runs southward, or parallel to the 
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Nelson, for twenty mil^ t^ the Standiagrrock Bapid. A oaaoe-roate, 
seven or eight milee in length, leads fh>m the head of this rapid across 
to the Nelson. From this rapid the " river " is rather a chain of str«g- 
giing lakes connected by narrows, with more or less current, for thiilyr 
eight miles in a mmthwestward dii*ection, to the head of WiDteriog 
Lake, where the Pickerel Kiver flows in with the same upward ooono. 
About half-way up this stretch, at. Bui'nt Lake, the miun faranoli of 
the Grass River joins the one wo have been following. The shcurt itmte 
from Sipi-wesk Lake to Burnt-wood Biver crosses Wintering Ijake at 
right angles. On the present occasion we followed the part of this 
route lying between the latter and th^ outlet of Sipi-wesk Lal^. The 
distance is about fourteen miles in a general eastward direction. IVom 
the eastern bay of Wintering Lake we made a portage of one mile and 
ten chains to the western part of Landing Lake, which dischaigoe into 
the Nelson Biver, seven or eight miles below Sipi-wesk Lake. A creek 
only a few chains in length, entering the soujbh side of Landing Lake, 
conducted us to a small sheet of water, from which a tiail, called Gross 
Portage, one mile and a third long, brought us to the outletof Sipi-weak 
Lake. 

I have already referred to the supposed Huix>nian rocks at the mouth 
of the Grass Biver. At about three miles from the Nelson, a rusty, 
quartflose variety of gneiss dips S. 40^ R < 60^. For two miles 
farther up, horablondic gneiss is seen in places, and at the end of this 
distance it dips S. 10° K. < 80**. Here some largo dioritic dykes run 
across the river. At the fii*8t rapid, about seven miles from the month, 
a ribbcniHi felHitie re<l gnoisH haw hIho the name dip. 

At the Standi ng-i'oek Bapid, a great dioritic dyke crosses the river. 
It Ih divided by vortical fissuroM, one of which haH dotiiched from the 
main rock the mass (shown in the accompany ing illustration) to which 
the rapid owes its name. For about a mile above the rapid, the 
gneiss, which dips N. 45° W. < 80°, is full of trap dykes. Thence all 
the way along the route to the outlet of Sipi-wesk Lake, the rocks con- 
sist of different varieties of gneiss, often cut by trap dykes. The general 
strike in this interval is soiithwestwaixi, the directions ranging from 
about AV. to S. 20° W. 

I The country traversed by the Grass Biver route between its mouth 
and Sipi-wesk Lake presents generally an undulating appearance. 
The land is usually of a clayey nature and the soil often good. There 
seems to be very little swamp, as far as could be judged by following 
the canoe-route. Alons^ the river, and around the lakes on its course, 
the rocks are seen beneath the clay on the islands and ends of points. 
Ilalf-way up the north-west side of Wintering Lake (which is fourteen 
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or fifteen miles long) a rocky hill overlooks the water for a few miles. 

Here, and in some other places on the route, the woods are burnt, but 

most of the timber in this region appears to be green, and of a thrifty 

gi'owth, the spruces sometimes measuring over six feet in girth. The 

water of Grass Eiver is slightly turbid, but that of Landing Lake is 

clear. The barometer indicated that this lake has an elevation of Bievation of 

thirty-six feet over Wintering Lake, and fifty-four feet over Sipi'Wesk^^*"'*^*^** 

Lake. 

Explorations by Mr. A. S. Cochrane. 

Finding that the method which would be most advantageous for me 
to adopt in making my surveys of the Churchill and Nelson Eivers, 
would not require the aid of my assistant, I assigned to Mr. Cochrane 
a separate region to explore, in order that by working independently 
of each other, we might examine a larger area of country during 
the season. He was instructed to make a topographical and geological iMtruotiona. 
exploration of the region lying to the south of the route which I had 
followed the previous year, using Grod's and Island Lakes and their ^5i*Sf'o^id 
connecting waters from Oxford House as a basis of operations. He ^ouw. 
was also directed to make observations and collect information as to 
the fauna of the region, the climate, soil, timber, and the character of 
the country generally. 

The accompanying map, on a scale of one inch to four miles. Map. 
engraved from the original, as prepared by Mr. Cochrane from his 
own track-surveys, exhibits the leading topographical features of the 
region which he explored. It serves to simplify very much the 
following description, which is taken from this gentleman's account, 
aided by his plans, notes and specimens. He proceeded from Noi'way 
House to Oxford House by the Hudson's Bay Company's boats, and at 
the latter place obtained a canoe and men through the courtesy of Mr. 
Cuthbert Sinclair, the officer in charge. The route which he followed ggte to Ood'i 
to God's Lake, leaves a bay on the south side of Knee Lake about 
sixteen miles from its western extremity, and proceeds by way of 
Wolf and Wolverine Eivers and Swampy Portage, which is nearly two 
miles long and terminates on the shore of God's Lake. 

God's Lake runs north-east and south-west, and has a length of forty- God'i Lake. 

eight miles. Its widest portion measures fourteen miles across. At 

rather more than half-way up from its north-east extremity, is the 

Manitouwapa, or Wonderful Narrows, where the lake contracts to 

a few chains in width, and a current flowing to the north-eastward 

is perceptible. A canoe-route to Oxford Lake leaves the north-west 

side of the upper portion of the Jjake by way of Touchwood River, 
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iUvxit tiM6 Mu&e size *» ToGthv^ioi Brritr. eaters *Le ac<«tlk-eflffS aie <^ 
Uw& Uike tveotr muai from l^i^ iKrtK-edMt extremirr. 

G<^ !% Lftke, becAg eoinp«ntiTe!j free from Ulacpia. presMats to tk§ 
eyit a gnaaer ^x^ma^ikt f^ water thas anj odker in this |ttrt <)£ t^ 
er^urtrr, f/ot Iftlawi Lake ia at^pot ooe third larger. The rcgui 
armnd GfA'* Lake, as far a« can be judged firom it^ appeArance from 
the lake, is rocky Imt mainlj lerel, a»l the «iiriace •A the water liek 
4|yp«rentlT, onl j aboat fifhr feet, or ieai». betov th«: general surface <i 
the land inunediatelr sarroandini^ the lake. Between Knile Birer 
and Manitoowapa, a distance of eight miles, the bank is hi^er thai 
mmal, the rockii in tsome places rising as mach as 200 feet above tkc 
level of the lake. The timber has bi^en bamt at different times oier 
more than half of the tract visible from the lake, and the same eon- 
ditions are »aid to extend {ixr into the interior all aronnd. The water, 
which in clear, is said to be deep thr»'airh'»nt mc»«t of the lake, ani h 
alionnd- in fine fi*jh, the more valaah.e of which are the whitefi<h and 
i^^y troat. .Sfiecimen.-* ox the latter are -pci^a^i-'aaliy caxurhi of ^rvat 
M2A:, This circumstance has tn^'cn ori^rin to the tables told bv the 
Indians of the mythical trout of huge pn:»p«jrtion5 repres<?nteil a» 
inhabiting ihe^^e waters. The pr€-:?ent name «»f the lake ha» in some 
way grown out of the legends connecte«i with this supemataral fish. 

Having c^>mpleted his exploration of God*§ I^ke. Mr. Cochrane 
returned to Oxford House for a new outfit, and then proceeded to 
Island Lake bv wav of the route which leaves the eastern extremitv 
of Oxfonl Lake and passes through the south-western division of God* 
Lake. Betwen these two sheets of water the route traver^is Rat, 
Clearwater, and Touchwood Lake. In order to go fmm Rat Lake to 
Clearwater Lake, three portages required to be made (the intei-\-ening 
Hpace being broken by two ponds), namely, the Long Portage, 3759 
yards; Ant Portage, 873 yards; and High-hill Portage, 1538 yards. 
The country between Oxford Lake and the south-western part of God's 
Lake along this route is not quite so rocky, nor i» the timber so much 
burnt a^ it is around the latter lake. 
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The Kinoutchewan or Long Eapids, at the head of God's Lake, are 
passed by three portages, with a total length of 2460 yards, and a 
domicharge 1234 yards long. Above these the upward course of Island 
Lake Eiver turns oast-south-east, and passes through the lower part of Boaver-hUl 
Beaver-hill Lake, which stretches to the south-westward about thirty ^^•* 
miles. At the end of this reach of the river there is a short demi- 
charge into a small round lake, fi*om which a portage of 650 yards 
leads us into another small sheet of water called Goose Lake. The 
Kinoutchowanoose, or Little Long Bapids, fall into the southern part 
of this lake, and ai'o surmounted by four portages, having an aggregate 
length of 957 yuixis. 

From Goose Lake the Island Lake River has a nearly direct upward &J*'"l ^^^^ 
courae, bearing southwai'd, all the way to the lake from which it takes 
its name, the distance being twenty-three miles. Its volume is about 
the same as that of Trout River (between Oxford and Knee Lakes), 
and its width, which varies much, may average about 200 yards. In 
some parts of its course it passes between walls and banks of bare 
gneiss rock, which sometimes rise to the height of fifty feet or rather 
raoi-e. Indeed this character prevails all the way fi*om God*s Lake. 
The rocky parts are the narrowest, and in the intervals between them 
the river often opens out into reedy and marshy bays with clayey soil 
around them. The Island Lake post of the Hudson's Bay Company, p^^ of ^^ 
in charge of Mr. Linklater (to whom Mr. Cochrane was indebted for H. B. Company, 
much kindness), stands on an island near the outlet of the lake. 

Island Lake lies nearly east and west, and its greatest length is Iiland Lak«. 
about seventy miles. The main body of the lake, however, measures 
only forty-eight miles, and has an average width of twelve miles. 
Both the northern and southern shores cuive gently to the south, 
parallel to one another. The whole form of the main lake^ and the 
positions of the inlet and outlet, present a striking resemblance to the 
outline of the human stomach and the situations of its orifices. This 
lake is very appropriately named, being literally filled with islands in BCaoy isiandB. 
every part. The aggregate area of these islands is apparantly as great 
as that of the water-surface. The number probably amounts to several 
thousands, and they present a great variety in form and size, the 
lai-gest being several miles in length. Mr. Cochrane counted upwards 
of one thousand adjacent to the main land all around, most of which 
are indicated on the accompanying map, and the whole of the interior 
of the lake is studded with an equal profusion. ^ 

A narrow and straight bay runs west from near the outlet for a Narrow Bay. 
distance of nine miles, which, for convenience of description, might be 
called Narrow Bay. Prom its northern shore a canoe-i-oute starts to 
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places. On the north-west side of Swampy Lake, below Knee Lake, 
there is a bed of good peat of considerable extent, which shows a per- 
pendicular face of four or five feet above the level of the water. Peat 
of fine quality occurs at Clearwater Lake and Swampy Portage Lake. 
As already mentioned, rocky banks prevail along the Island Lake 
Eiver, although, at the wider parts, clay and other soils are mot with. 

Ai*ound Island Lake, although the action of the water has, in the island Lake, 
course of time, washed away the loose materials and earth, leaving the 
underlying rocks exposed along a great part of the immediate banks, 
yet on going back a short distance, a covering of good soil is generally 
met with. After Mr. Cochrane had completed the circuit of Island 
Lake, and when he was at the Hudson's Bay Company's post near the 
outlet, I find that he has made the following note in his field-book, 
under date of 31st August : " The soil I have seen in passing round the fA^^^**™ 
lake is very good indeed, being generally clay of a light brownish 
color, mixed, in most places, with a little fine gravel. In nearly every 
case where I went inland for any distance, the rock seen along the lake 
shore disappeared or was covered with soil, and the trees were of a 
larger and better growth than near the water. There is a very good 
garden at this post, and certainly I have never seen potatoes look 
better than they do here." The other varieties of soil which Mr. Varieties of 
Cochrane noticed around this lake include clay, sand, vegetable 
loam, and sandy and gravelly loam. 

Timber of the District. Spruce is the most abundant wood every- ^1^^!^,^ 
where in this region. Next in order comes aspen, white birch, 
tamarac, balsam-poplai* and Banksian pine. In many places the spruce 
attains a very good size, and is used in the form of logs and beams for 
building purposes. It is also sawn into planks and boards for all sorts 
of carpenter work. The tamarac and Banksian pine sometimes have 
a diameter of about twenty inches. Balsam-fir is common and of 
good size around Island Lake, some of the trees measuring nearly four 
feet in circumference, but it is scarce at God's Lake, and only rarely 
seen and of small size as far north as Knee Lake. In going southward 
the rowan or mountain ash was first seen on Island Lake. Ground 
maple was met with only on the south side of this lake. I may here 
mention that on the eastern side of Lake Winnipeg, George's Island, 
off Poplar Island, is the most northern locality at which I have seen 
this species. 

Geological Features of the Eeqion Explored bt Mr. Cochrane. 

Laurentian gneiss is the prevailing rock throughout the whole district otology of the 
between Knee isnd Island Lakes. It presents little variety, and no in- ^^^ 
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dicatioQS of useful minerals were found in this formation. The colour 
Oneisa. ^^ usually some shade of grey, generally rather light, but sometimes it 

is reddish-grey, and more rarely a distinct red or pink. The stratifi- 
cation, which in most parts is moderately distinct, is often bent or 
contorted. In some places the gneiss has a spotted appeai*ance, and 
occasionally strongly contrasting beds are seen, but, as a rule, it is of a 
very uniform character. Its average textui*e is of the medium variety, 
or rather tending to be fine-grained, but coai*se forms are occasionally 
^^. seen. Judging from the specimens and Mi\ Cochrane's description, an 

area of very light grey, fine-grained gi-anite occurs on the south-east 
side of God's Lake, about midway between the Narixjws and the north- 
east extremity ; and another, probably of small extent, of light grey, 
coarse granite at the outlet of Beaver-hill Lake. The latter consists of 
plates of yellow mica in white quartz and feldspai*. Both of these 
localities are surrounded by Laurentian gneiss. 
ChATMterand ^^ Order to savo a more tedious description, the general character 
■trikeofgnei«a.^jj^ the strike of the gneiss thix)ughout the region exploi*ed by Mr. 
Cochmne is here given in tabular form. It will be evident from this 
that no prevailing or general direction can be detected in this part of 
the country. The bearings are all magnetic. 

Table showing the General Character and the Strike of the 
Gneiss in the Beqion to the southward op Oxford and 
Knee Lakes. 

Between Oxford Lake and God's Lake, 

1. Five miles up Rat River — Greyish Red West. 

2. Northern part of Rat Lake — Grey West. 

3. Three miles N. of southern extremity of Rat Lake — Micaceous, 

grey, finely ribboned West. 

4. One mile E. of High-hill Portage, Clear-water Lake — Coarse 

grey S. 22MV. 

6. Clear-water I^ake, two miles E. of last — Grey S. 5' W. 

6. Narrows, at centre of Clear-water Lake — Coarse grey S. 12^ W. 

7. One mile and a-half S.E, of Narrows, Clear-water Lake — Light 

reddish and very light grey S. 50^ E. 

8. Point N. aide, centre of Touchwood Lake — Coarse, grey S. 60° E. 

Around God's Lake. 

9. On Island, eight miles N. of Kinoutchewan Rapids, W. side — 

Dark grey S. 70" E. 

10. On Island, three miles S. of Narrows — Micaceous grey, finely 

ribboned S. 43** E. 

11. Island, W. side, three miles N. of Narrows — Grey S. 60** W. 

12. Island, W. side, four miles N. of Narrows — Grey S. 40* E. 

13. Point, W. side, seven miles N. of Narrows — Reddish grey S. 70** E. 

14. Point, entrance to Bay, N.W. comer East. 
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15. Point, 8. end of Fishing Eagle Biver— Finely grained, flesh 

coloured 8. 60' E. 

16. Eleven miles E. of Swampy Portage ....8. 20' W. 

lY. Three miles E. of God's River 8. 62* W. 

18. Island, four miles E. of Ood's River East. 

19. Point, eight miles E. of God's River — Finely grained ("pepper 

and salt »») 8. 30' W. 

20. Island, nine miles E. of God's River — Finely grained (<< pepper 

andsalt*') 8. 16' E. 

21. Point, eighteen miles E. of Narrows East. 

22. Island, thirteen miles E. of Narrows— Grey 8. 45' W. 

23. Point, eight miles N.E. of Narrows— Grey 8. 60' B. 

24. Island, six miles E. of Narrows 8. 63' E. 

AUmg Island Lake River. 

25. Head of Kinoutchewan Rapids — Ferruginous, dark coloured, 

siliceous, finely crystalline, homblendic, schistose 8. 80' E. 

26. Point on 8. shore of Beaver-hill Lake, near outlet — Coarse red- 

dish grey 8. 68' E. 

27. Outlet of Beaver-hill Lake — Fine g^ned, dark grey, micaceous.8. 65' E. 

28. Portage at outlet of Goose Lake— Coarse reddish grey 8. 48' E. 

29. Pelican Rapid— -Coarse, grey 8. 70' W. 

Arovnd Island Lake, 

30. One mile N. of Hudson Bay Co.'s post — Grey and greyish-red. 8. 45* W. 

31. Near mouth of Main-land River, head of Narrow Bay — Very 

coarse grey 8. 15' E. 

32. Western extremity of main body of lake, just south of Narrow 

Bay-Grey 8. 25'E. 

33. Near head of Pipestone Bay 8. 70' E. 

34. Point between Pipestone and Highway Bays — Fine greenish 

grey * \ East. 

36. West shore of Highway Bay, three miles from extremity — 

Greenish grey 8. 40' W. 

36. Point four miles E. of Highway Bay— Grey 8. 16' B. 

37. South shore, four miles eastward of last — Light grey East. 

38. Island, five miles further east — Light grey 8. 40' E. 

39. Point fourteen miles west of Fox Island — Dark grey 8. 80' E. 

40. Island in Land-locked Bay, twelve miles W. of Fox Island — 

Grey 8. 80' W. 

41. Island, six miles west of Fox Island — Dark grey 8. 20' B. 

42. Island, five miles west of Fox Island 8. 1£' W. 

43. Island, just west of Fox Island — Very coarse, grey East. 

44. Island, four miles north-east of Fox Island 8. 65' W. 

45. Island, near N. shore, eight miles north of Fox Island 8. 45' W. 

46. Point on N. shore, eighteen miles north-westward of Fox 

Island — Grey, and with reddish and greenish spots 8. 75' E. 

47. Point about the middle of the north shore, or twenty miles 

from Fox Island — Fine-grained, greenish East. 
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HyramojL The large trough of Haronian schists. &c^ in wliiek 
Oxford and Knee Lakes are included, was described in my report ftr 
1878. The strata of the eastern part of the former lake consist of 
grevlsh micaeeotis and more or less calcareous schist-oon^lomerate, iti 
pebbles, which are well roanded, consisting mostly of ^ranito and 
opaque white quartz. On Eat River, a short distance soatli of the old 
Wesleyan Mission of Jackson Bay. the strike of this rock, which is of 
the same variety as that of Oxford House, is east and west, and the dip 
southward at an angle of 86°. The same conglomerate is found also 
at the head of Trout River, but farther down the stream, is mostly 
grey mica-schist without pebbles. I found beds of magnetic iron ore 
interstratified in siliceous slates where Trout River falls into the head 
of Knee Lake, and not ^far from this locality Mr. Cochrane observed 
the calcareo-micaceous schist-conglomerate, holding granite pebUes, 
associated with finely cr>'stalline black hornblende schist, full of dull 
garnets as large as peas. No new facts were noted in r^ard to the 
Huronian rocks of the shores of Knee Lake. 

Mr. Cochrane's specimens and notes show that on the shores of the 
larger division of God's Lake, rocks which we may consider Horoniao, 
occur a short distance west of the outlet, at the eastern extemity and 
on both sides of the Narrows. About a mile west of the outlet there 
is a compact, dark, greenish-grey diorite with small quartzite pebbles, 
running S. 80° W. (mag.) and dipping northward, and on an island 
aU^ut three miles further west dark greyish-green dioritic schist occurs, 
dipping S. 40° W. Compact dark greenish-grey diorite with a little 
calcspar in the joints, occui-s around the bay at the eastern extremity 
of the lake. The strike is in various directions, and the dip at different 
angles from 45° upwards. At the extremity of the fii>t long point on 
the south-east side of the lake, or about eight miles from the bottom of 
the bay just referred t^j, the rocks run nearly ea»st and west, and consist 
of dark grey felsitic schist, thickly spotted with whitish felspar, giving 
it a porphyritic appearance, together with a nearly black finely crys- 
talline hornblende schist. On the same side of the lake, three miles 
north-east of the Narrows, dark green crystalline diorite occurs, with 
calcspar in the joints. It holds iron pyrites and small veins of quartz. 
Two miles nearer the Narrows the rock on an island is a massive gre\' 
mica schist with glassy spots. The dip is here southward at an angle 
of 50°. in the Narrows it consists of grey felsitic schist, showing 
very fine lines of stratification and dipping N. 30° E. < 85°. 

A dark greenish-grey felsitic hornblende-schist occurs on the eastern 
part of Touchwood Lake, and a similar rock was found on a small 
island in Clear-water Lake. About the middle of the south-east shore 
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of the upper division of God's Lake, green mica and hornblende schist 
was met with, dipping W, N. W. < 50°. 

The Iluronian strata are largely developed around the western partHuronian 
of Island Lake, and they occur again at its eastern extremity. On the bland Lake, 
shores of the narrow bay, which runs west from the vicinity of ^he 
outlet, the following rocks were found : dark grey felsitic schist with 
fine lines of stratification ; dark grey glossy calcareous schist ; grey 
finely ribboned siliceous slate, felsitic and highly calcareous ; grey 
felsitic silicious slate, and a felsitjc slate of an olive-grey color. The 
strike varies from S. 70° to S. 80° W., and the dip is northward at 
various angles from 45° upwards. 

On the south side, in the entrance of Pipestone Bay, a long nari-ow 
arm, opening off the lake at eighteen miles from the outlet, beds of a 
grey calcareous, slightly crystalline steatitic schist are associated withSUatitioBchirt. 
dark greenish-grey felsitic and hornblende slates. Here the strike is 
about S. S. W. Tobacco pipes are carved by the Indians out of the 
steatitic rock. 

Along the south side of the next bay, or at a distance of twenty-four 
miles south of the outlet, the principal rock is a green epidotic horn- Green sohiitfl. 
blende schist. Associated with this are dark green finely crystalline 
hornblendic and dioritic schists. The.dip here is N. 20° W. at a con-- 
siderable angle. 

Lauren tian gneiss occupies the shore between the different localities Laurentian 
ofHuronian rock which have just been described. The same rock is 
also found about the outlet of the lake, but at a point on the northern 
side, four miles south of the outlet, the Huronian system is represented 
by the siliceous schist-conglomerate which is so largely developed at ^^y^^^ 
the east end of Oxford Lake. A grey quartz-rock is found on the next riomerate. 
prominent point, foui' miles south-east of the last. Further up the 
shore, or sixteen miles from the outlet, a very dark grey diorite was 
met with, and at about twenty mfles the rocks consist of soft grey 
schist with harder varieties of the same color full of grains of clear 
vitreous quartz, together with many of iron pyrites. The dip in this 
neighbourhood is northward at high angles. Fine grained greenish 
gneiss, having the same dip, was met with two or three miles further 
east. This may be either Huronian or Laurentian. To the eastward of 
it, the ordinary grey Laurentian gneiss was found all along the shore Gray gneua. 
as far as the bay at the head of the lake. 

On Ii'on Island, which lies close to the north shore between the two 
localities of Huronian rocks last described, Mr. Cochrane found dark 
green serpentine, with calcareous joints, along with a hard fine-grained. Serpentina, 
semi-crystalline rock of a deep green color, as if due to the presence of 
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at —Bt end of 
Island. 



chromic oxido. As fkr as I am aware, this is the first locality at which 
serpentine has been discovered in the Hnronian rocks to the north- 
west of Lake Superior. Its association with the great diorite dyke 
cutting the gneiss along the Nelson Eivor above Split Ijake was 
described in my report for 1878. It was also rcfei'i*ed to by Dr. Har- 
rington in connection with his investigations of the mineralogical 
relations of those two rocks. A tobacco-pipe, carved out of a fine 
Sen»entine variety of serpentine, was presented to me by an Indian on the Nelson 
frt^Rein-deer j^ly^].^ who said that the stone came from the groat Eein-deer Lake, to 
the north of the Chui*chill River, fnto which it discharges in about 
longitude 103*^. At the eastern extremity of the main body of Island 
Huronianrookil^^^®* ^^® Huix)nian i^ocks are again met with in the form of light 
bluish-grey calcareous felsitic schist towards the north side, and of 
grey quartss-rock towards the south. A quartz vein in this vicinity 
contained patches of yellow pearl-spar, but no indications of metallic 
ore was found either here or in any other vein ai'ound Island Lake. 

The strike of the Laurentian gneiss in the neighborhood of the 
Huronian rocks appeal's in most cases to correspond nearly with that 
of the latter in the vicinity of Oxford and Island Lakes, but around 
Grod's Lake both systems seem to be much distui*bed, and it is difiicult 
to ascertain their relations to each other. From the table already 
given, showing the strike of the gneiss in a considerable number of 
localities throughout this region, it is evident there is no tendency to 
a general uniformity of direction over any considerable extent of 
country. 

The directions of the glacial strise in forty-four localities, at which 
Mr. Cochrane noted them, are given, along with a list of those recorded 
by myself in the other parts of the district. 



Ralationi of 
Lanrtntian 
and Hnronian 
itrata. 



Qlaoial striaB. 



Glacial StrijE. 

Having already referred to the superficial deposits and the glacial 
phenomena generally, with the exception of the stria), in the coui-se of 
my description of the regions traversed, it only remains foj* me to give 
the directions of these grooves, which, for the sake of brevity, I shall 
state in tabular form. They are all referred to the magnetic meridian. 
Distances are given in straight lines. 

Little Churchill River. 

1. Four mileg below outlet of Was-kai-ow-a-ka Lake S. 30* W. 

2. Thirteen miles below *' " S. 70"* W. 

3. Eighteen miles below « '« S. 85* W. 

4. Outlet of lower Recluse Lake, various directions from S. 5° W. 

toS. 40" W., also S. 80* W. 
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5. Eagle Rapid, two miles in a straight line below the last. Two 

sets, both distinct, 8. 10' W. and 8. 80' W. 

Great Churchill River. 

6. Six miles aboTe the mouth of the Little Churchill S. 5" W. 

Y. PiTe miles above the last, 8. to S. 5"* W. 

8. Four miles below the mouth of the Little Churchill, 8. 10° W. 

and 8. 70° W. 

9. At Fort Churchill. (Here, in one place, the walls on opposite 

sides of a gap are both grooved.) 8. 20° W. to 8. 30° W. 

10. On the east side of the mouth of the Churchill 8 10° £. 

1 1 . On the coast of Hudson's Bay two and a-half miles eastward 

of the river 8. 16° W. 

) 2. On the coast of Hudson's Bay five miles eastward of the river. 8. 20° E. 

Nelson River. 

13. Third Limestone Rapid, distinct from 8. 40° E. to 8. 60° E. 

14. Broad Five-miles Rapid, just above the termination of the 

horizontal dolomite, 8. 5° W., also up the sloping gneiss 

8. 45° to 8. 65° W. On level surfaces or normal course. . . 8. 40* W. 

15. Just above the twelve-feet chute at the head of the rapid last 

mentioned 8. 45* W. 

16. Mouth of river from south, eight miles above last locality, or 

thirty-four miles below the outlet of Qull Lake 8. 56° W. 

17. Twenty-eight miles below Gull Lake...^ 8. 65° W. 

18. South side opposite large island, twenty miles below Qull 

Lake 8. 70° W. 

19. Bend in the river, sixteen miles below Gull Lake 8. 60° W. 

20. Foot of lowest Gull Rapid, newer set 8. 45° W , older set 8. 60° W. 

21. Middle Gull Rapid 8. 70° W. 

22. Upper Gull Rapid 8. 80° W. 

23. Point midway up south side of Gull Lake 8. 85° W. 

24 Five miles above Gull Lake, 8. 60° W. and West. 

25. Seven miles below outlet of Split Lake West. 

26. Three miles below outlet of 8plit Lake 8. 85° W. 

27. Near H. B. Co.'s post, about midway up north shore of 8plit 

Lake, the strise intersect each other at various angles, but 

the average direction is 8. 86° W. 

28. Mouth of Bumtwood River, 8plit Lake 8. 70* W. 

29. Western inlet of Nelson River, Split Lake 8. 70° W. 

30. Chain-of-rocks Rapid, three miles above 8pllt Lake, one set, 

S. 25° E., the other 8. 70 W. 

Grass River Route, 

31 . Grass River, five miles from the mouth 8. 75° W. 

32. Outlet of Witchai (Stinking) Lake West. 

33. East side Witchai Lake 8. 72° W. 

34. Grass River, five milei south of Witchai Lake 8. 70* W. 
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26. Island in north- west end of Clearwater Lake S. 30** W. 

26. At Narrows, Clearwater Lake S. 30' W. 

27. Point near south-east extremity of Clearwater Lake S. 30* W. 

28. Point six miles south-west of outlet of Touchwood Lake. . . S. 18' W. 

29. Point two miles west of outlet of Touchwood Lake S. 20** W. 

Around Island Lake, 

30. Kettle Island, half way up long narrow bay at west end South. 

31. Small island two miles from southern extremity of Pipestone 

Bay S. 25' W. 

32. Point west side of Highway Bay, four miles from southern 

extremity South. 

33. Point east side of Highway Bay, three miles from southern 

extremity South. 

34. Point one mile north-east of portage from Highway Bay. ... 8. 10* W. 
36. Point five miles south-east of portage from Highway Bay. . . S. 5* W. 

36. Island fourteen and a-half miles west of Fox Island S. 20* W. 

37. Island in landlocked bay, twelve miles south-west ot Fox 

Island S. 8* W. 

38. Island one mile east of Fox Island ^ S. 16* W. 

39. Point three miles north-east of Fox Island S. 16" W. 

40. Point on north shore fifteen miles north-west of Fox Island. 8. 20* W. 

41. Point nineteen miles south-east of H. B. Co.'s Post S. 26* W. 

42. Point sixteen and a-half miles south-east of H. B. Co.'s Post. S. 6* W. 

43. Point on small island seven miles south-east of H. B. Co.'s 

Post S. 8*W. 

Northern Limits op Forest Trees. 

It would be impossible, within the limits of a report like the present, 
to give all the facts collected with reference to the trees and shrubs Of 
the country explored ; still, the information secured in regaixl to this 
subject may prove useful for reference at any time hereafter. The 
timber has already been incidentally alluded to in describing the regions 
explored, but it may be worth while here to note some facts in regard 
to the range of the trees whose northern boundaries traverse the part 
of the country under consideration. 

White Spruce — (the " Pine " of Eupert's Land). — This is the most 
northern coniferous tree. On the east side of Hudson's Bay the last 
of it is seen on the coast a short distance north of Richmond Gulf On 
the west side it terminates about Seal River. Thence its limit inins 
north-westward, and is reported to cross the McKenzie River about 
200 miles below Peel's Eiver. 

Tamarac — (also called "Juniper " and "Red Spruce"). — On the east 
side of the bay it accompanies the spruce almost to the extreme limit. 
It is abundant at York Factory. Along the lower part of the Nelson 
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RiTer it U of fair !*ize. bot on the Cliorchill it becomes shiaII towards 
the jsea. It-> northern limit runs north- westward to the McKenoe 
River, which it i* .said to cross below Peel's RiTer. 

Banksian Pine — (' Cypres.-*.") — This tree appears to attain its great- 
est perfect'on on the »^>athem branches of the Albany River, where I 
have .'H^en large groves with tall ntraight tranks, free from braDcbes, 
and aboot two feet in diameter at the butt. The original tbre^ts of the 
lower part of the valley of the Moos*e River having been destroyed by 
fire many year* ago, a crop of white birth and poplars now replaces 
the former coniferous timber, ho that the proper northern limits of the 
different nfiecics of the latter can scarcely be defined. A young and 
healthy growth of Banksian pine?» was seen on the Misninaibi branch 
of this river a few miles below '< Hell's Gate/' bat none were observed 
to the northward in this region. It was abandant^along Steel River, 
but ceased to be noticed on the apper part of Hayes* River. In going 
ap the Nelson River, it was first met with about twenty miles below 
Gall Lake. It was found on the upper part of the Little Churchill 
River, and is said to be very abundant along the Great Churchill above 
the point which I reached, and also around Athabasca Lake, lu 
northern limit is reported to cross the McKenzie below Peel's River. 

Balsam i?Vr— (also called "Single Spruce" and " Silver Pine ").— 
Abundant around the southern part of James' Bay and on good dry 
soil along the Albany River. Mr. Cochrane reports it as common 
around Island Lake, but scarcer on God's Lake. It is rare and of small 
size at Knee I^ke. In going down the Xclson River, it is scarce below 
the Sea River Fall8, and the last tree which I observed was at the out- 
let of Sipi-wesk Lake. On the Grass River some good-sized trees* were 
seen as far north as the Standing-rock Rapid. It is not a common tree 
along the east side of Lake Winnipeg, is scarce between that lake and 
Lakes Manitoba and Winnipegosis, and- appears to be absent to the 
westwaid of these lakes, although to the north-west it reaches the 
McKenzie River. 

W7dte Cedar. — The northern limit of this species touches the southern 
extremity of James* Bay, and to the north-westward it crosses the 
Albany River at some distance from the sea. It is, however, abundant 
in the upper Albany country and in the Lonely Lake and English 
Kiver regions. Its northern boundary crosses the Winnipeg River a 
few miles soiitli of Pino Falls, Near the south end of Lake Winnipeg 
it is mot with, of good size, in the bay to the south of Grand Marais 
Point. In Manitoba, it is found east of Red River in the Big Woods, 
and even in Kildonan, from which its western limit runs towards the 
south-east angle of the Province and thence southward in the L'nited 
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Statep. Cedar brushwood grows amund Cedar Lake on the Great 
Sa.Kka»ohowaii, near ita mouth, and trees of fair size are reported to 
occur on the inland in Lake Winnipeg opposite the mouth of this river, 
and again on the south side of Long Point, in the same neighbourhood. 
I have not seen those cedars myself, but they ai*e described as belong- 
ing to this species. The locality just mentioned would, therefore, 
constitute an outlying patch, removed 190 miles to the north-westward 
of the north-western point of the main ai'ea occupied by this tree. 

Willow, — ^What appear to be three distinct species of willows, two of 
which, however, can only be considered as shrubs, extend northward 
beyond the mouth of the Churchill River, and are the most northern 
species of deciduous wood. 

Balsam Poplar (" Rough-barked Poplar," " Cotton Tree," " Balm of 
Gilead," &c). — On the west side of Hudson's Bay this is the most 
northern species of poplar. It is abundant around York Factory, and 
attains a fair size along the lower part of the Nelson River. In 
descending the Great Chui'chill it becomes smaller and scarcer until 
the mouth of the river is reached, where it is rare. 

Aspen (Trembling-leafed Poplar). — This tree, which is so abundant 
and of such a thnfty growth around the southern part of James' Bay 
and on the border of the prairie regions of the North-west Territories, 
does not extend quite as far north as York Factory. In ascending the 
Nelson River it was not met with until within a few miles of the 
Lowest Limestone Rapid. It extends northwaixl nearly to the junction 
of the Little with the Great Churchill River. 

White Birch (Canoe Birch). — This species terminates* on Hayes' 
Rivei", a few miles below the Steel River. On t}ie Nelson, the fii-st 
ti*ee was met with at seven miles before coming to the Lowest Lime- 
stone Rapid, or at seventy from Point of Marsh. In descending the 
Little Churchill it disappeared about midway between the Recluse 
Lakes and the mouth, and in ascending the Great Churchill, it disap- 
peared at eighteen miles above the forks. Along the Burntwood River 
and the upper part of the Nelson it is large enough for building 
canoes, but becomes better for this purpose to the northwestward, and 
is said to be very good around Lake Athabasca. 

Rowan (Mountain Ash). — Common along the east side of Lake Win- 
nipeg, and it is seen here and thei*e along the Nelson River as far as 
White Mud Falls, where it disappeai's. Mr. Cochrane met with it on 
Island Lake. 

Pigeon Cherry. — Found around Island and God's lakes, and northward 
to Knee Lake. Ob the Nelson it extends to a point some miles below 
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Sipi-wesk Lake, and on the Grass Kiver to the junction of the weat 
branch at Burnt Lake. 

Forest Preservation. 

Up to 1878 the great region covei'ed by this report had been annu- 
ally devastated by forest fires, ranging over large areas and destroying 
the timber in different localities from time to time, until, perhaps, 
more than half of it is already swept away. In that year I made a 
point of calling the attention of the Indian chiefs and head men to this 
great waste, and informed them that it was the wish of the Grovern- 
ment that the timber (which the Indians had not before considered of 
any value) should not be thus destroyed, and requested them to make 
their temporary fires on the beach or on b^e rock, and to extinguish 
their camp-fires in all cases before leaving. This they all promised to 
attend to, and the result has been that during 1879 no forest fires as 
far as I could learn or observe myself, had occurred. The saving thus 
effected is worth to the country many times more than the cost of our 
explorations. 
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OK SOME SILURIAN AND DEVONIAN FOSSILS FROM 
MANITOBA AND THE VALLEYS OF THE NELSON 
AND CHURCHILL RIVERS, FOR THE MOST PART 
COLLECTED BY DR. R BELL IN THE SUMMER OF 
1879. 

BY J. F. WHITBAVES. 

1. From the Banks op the Red Riveb, in the Parish op St. 
Andrews, Manitoba. 

Beceptaculites Oweniy Hall. (:=Coscinopora sulcata, D. D. Owen, non 
Goldfuss.) A fine specimen, which, when perfect, was probably 
at least one foot in diameter. The occurrence of this species at 
Lower Fort Garry (which is in the parish of St. Andrews) was 
firat placed upon recoixl by D. Dale Owen in 1852, on page 181 
of his " Report on a Geological SurVey of Wisconsin, Iowa and 
Minnesota." According to Professors Hall and Whitney 
(" Geology of Wisconsin, 1862," vol I., p. 429) i2. Owenl " is the 
common and abundant species of the Lead region and the one 
known as the Mead-coral,* from its constant association witn 
the lead-bearing rock." 

FavositesproUficuSf Billings. A characteristic fragment. This species, 
which was originally described from the Hudson River group 
of Anticosti, occurs also, as will be shewn further on, in rocks 
of the same age at Stony Mountain, Manitoba. 

Salysites catenularia, Linn. One good specimen. 

Monticulipora (Monotrypa), Sp. Indt. A fragment of a rather large, 

hcmisphserical, or possibly sphoeroidal coral, apparently allied 

to Monotrypa undulata Nicholson, but too imperfect to allow 

the whole of its specific characters to be ascertained. To 

the naked eye the specimen appears as a portion of a hemi- 

sphsencal crust, about three-quarters of an inch thick in the 

thickest pai't and half an inch in the thinnest. The convex 

and pi*csumably upper surface is almost covered with small, 
4 
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irregular, but mostly annular, siliceous conci'etioiis, and the 
concave face looks as if it had been broken from a much 
thicker mass. When viewed with a lens the coral is seen to be 
made up of minute, polygonal, thin-wallod, contiguous and con- 
tinuous corallitcs, of different sizes, apparently arranged in 
groups. The larger corallites are about one-sixth of a line in 
diameter, and the smaller from one-eighth to one-tenth of a 
line. The cells are entirely filled with mineral matter, and 
the shape and position of the tabular cannot be satisfactorilj 
defined. 

ZaphrentiSj Nov. sp. Two imperfect specimens of an apparently 
undescribed species of Zaphrentis or Streptelasma. 

Actinoceras Jjyoni, Stokes. The types of A. Lyoni are from Igloolik 
and Ooglit, in Arctic America, but Dr. Bigsby, on page 170 of 
the " Thesaurus Siluricus," gives Fort Garry as one of the locali- 
ties of this species. A, Richardsoni of Stokes, from Lake Winni- 
peg, may be the same shell in a different state of preservation, 
for, according to Stokes' descriptions, the only difference between 
A, Lyoni and A, Richardsotd is that in the former " a small tube 
is seen within the siphuncle, but no radii have been ti-aced from 
it,*' while in the latter the tube is said to be small and " sur- 
rounded by numerous laminss or plates filling up the siphuncle." 
In Stokes' figures, however, the siphuncle of A, Lyoni is repre- 
sented as larger in proportion to the size of the shell than it is 
in A. Richardsoni. In the extremely large size of their siphuncle 
and in the apparently entire absence of any radii proceeding 
from the central tube, which latter cannot be discerned at all in 
some individuals, the two specimens collected by Dr. Bell at this 
locality, and several others from Stone Fort, Manitoba, in the 
collection of the Survey, agree much better with the descriptions 
and figures of A. Lyoni than with those of A. Richardsoni. 

IllamuSj Sp. (allied to and possibly identical with /. latidorsafus, Hall). 
An imperfect cast of a small llkenus, most likely the same as the 
trilobite from Fort Garry referred by D. 1). Owen to /. crassi- 
Cauda, Wahlenberg. The specimen collected by Dr. Bell is, 
however, clearly not the true 1. crassicauda, for in the original 
figure of that species in the "Petrificata Telluri.s Sueeanie " 
(pi. 2, figs. 5 and 6) the central lobe of each of the ten body rings 
is represented as equal to about one-third of the entire diameter, 
whei-eas in the specimen from St. Andrews the central lobes of 
the body segments are e^^jual to nearly three-fourths of their 
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^^atest diumoter. The Hlomus from this Jocality is too imper- 
fect for the species to be identified with much certainty, but if 
not actually identical with L latidorsattis, it appears to be very 
closely allied to it. 

2. From Limestons Bapids 100 Miles up the Nelson Eiver. 

Leptcma sericea, Sowerby. Not uncommon. 

Straphamena tenuistriata, Hall. One specimen. According to Davidson, 
S, temdstriatay Hall, is merely a variety of 8. rJiamboidalis, 
Wilckins. 

Straphomena filitexta. Hall. Several detached valves. 

StropJumiena subtentdy Conrad. A single valve. 

BhyncJionella Anticostiensis f Billings. Two imperfect, badly preserved 
and small examples of a species of Bhynchonella, apparently 
identical with some larger and more perfect casts from the 
south-west shores of Lake Winnipeg, in the collection of the 
Survey, which have been identified by the writer with the E. 
Anticostiensis, 

Murchisonia bellicinctay Hall. (=Jf. majarj Hall.) A single large cast, 
which corresponds fairly well with the figures and description 
of this species. 

Asaphics megistos ? Locke. A cast of the pygidium onl3\ 

3. From " First Birch Brook," Nelson Eiver. 

Straphomena cdtemata, Conrad. One valve. 
EccuUomphalus, Nov. sp, A single specimen. 

4. From the Second and Third Limestone Bapids of the Nelson 

Eiver. 

« 

Receptacuiites Oweniy Hall, Several fragments. 

Halysites catenularia, LinnsBus. According to Dr. Bell this well-known 
species is quite common at this locality. 

JSridophyllumy Nov. sp. A single fragment. The same species was 
collected by Dr. Bell at Fort Churchill, but in loose pieces of 
rock, and there is a fine specimen of it in the Museum of the 
Survey, from Stone Fort, Manitoba* 
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StrophoTMna attemata, Conrad. One specimen. 

Murchiscnia beUicincta, Hall. (=M. major.) A large cast, precisely 
similar to one from the locality last mentioned. 

Machtrea (near M, Bigshyi, Hall). Two tolerably perfect casts of a 
Hhell which may be an extreme variety of M Bigshyi, but the 
outer whorl is wider above, and more obliquely compressed 
below, between the ponphery and the umbilical margin, than 
the corresponding part8 of the shell of M Bigsbyi are. In a 
figure of the latter species recently published by Prof. Whitfield, 
the aperture is represented as a little higher than wide, whereas 
in the most perfect of the two Maclureas collected by Dr. Bell 
at this locality the maximum width of the aperture is about 
one-third greater than its height. 

Endoceras (Cameroceras) annulatumf Hall. Three distorted and imper- 
fect examples of an Endoceras, which agree in most respects 
with the definition of E, annulatum. The outline of their trans- 
verse section is rather oval than circular, but this circumstance 
may be due to lateral compression. 

OncoceraSy Nov. sp. One fine but somewhat distorted specimen. 

5. From THK Junction op the Littlk and Great Churchill Eivers. 

ZaphrentiSj Nov. sp. Two specimens, one of which is the same as those 
from St. Andrews, previously mentioned. 

Columnopora cribriformis, Nicholson. A sniiill but well-j^resei-ved 
example. 

6. From Fort Churchill. (Loose.) 

Eridophyllumy Nov. sp. Identical apparently with that from the 
Second and Third Rapids of the Nelson. 

Rhynchonella capaXy Conrad. One very imperfect s])eciinen. 

Actinoceras Lyoni f Stoken. A fragment of a siphuiiclo, consistin;L( of a 
cast of four of the chambers. 

The fossils from localities Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 lire from limestones or 
dolomites which evidently belong to the same geological horizon. On 
stratigraphical as well as on palteontologieal grounds there in good j^eason 
for supposing that thesie rocks represent the upper part of the Trenton 
Limestone, and that they are the equivalents of the Galeua Limestone 
of Wisconsin and Illinois. At Stony Mountain, ^lanitoba, they are 
immediately and conformably overlaid by true Hudson River rocks. 
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The few fossils collected on the banks of the Churchill, from localities 
Nos. 5 and 6, are insufficient to establish the exact age of the rocks in 
which they occur, but it is probable that both ai*e referable either to 
the top of the Trenton Limestone or to the lower part of the Hudson 
Eiver group. 

7. From Stony Mountain, Manitoba. 

In 1875 Mr. R W. Ells made an interesting collection of fossils from 
this locality, on behalf of the Survey, which has not hitheilo been 
reported on. Stony Mountain, it may be mentioned, is a hill some 
fifty feet in height, on the western bank of the Bed Biver, not far from 
Fort Grarry. The species obtained by Mr. Ells are as foUows: — 

Choetetes delicatulus, Nicholson. Two specimens. 

Manticuliporay Sp. One good example. This is the common Trenton 
and Hudson Biver species which Mr. Billings identified with 
Stenopora fibrosa, Goldfuss. It is also the coral figured by Prof. 
Hall on Plate 24, figures 1 g, h, i. (coet excl.) of the first vo- 
lume of the Paleeontology of New York, as one of the forms of 
Choetetes lycaperdon, Say. Dr. H. A. Nicholson places the coral 
represented in these figures among the synonyms of Choetetes 
Fletcheri, Edwards and Haime. In C. Fletcheri, however, the coral- 
lites ai*e said to be rounded or oval, with comparatively thick 
walls, whereas in the present species the corallites are clearly 
polygonal, with thin walls. 

MontictUipora (JDiplotnfpa) Whiteavesii f Nicholson. Two small speci- 
mens growing on the shells of braohiopoda. 

Favosites proUficuSy Billings. A fine large specimen, identified and 
labelled by Mr. Billings himself. 

Streptelasma camicuhtm, Hall. Several well-preserved examples of a 
rather small Streptelasma, with a well-developed and smooth 
epitheca, precisely similar to the small individuals of 8. corrd- 
cvla figured by Bominger. These Stony Mountain Streptelasma: 
represent the Hudson Biver group coral commonly referred to 
8, comictUtan, rather than the typical form of that species from 
the Trenton Limestone. 

Crinoidal Stems, Detached joints only. 

PtilocUctya (Stictopara) acuta, HalL A few characteristic fragments. 

Strophomena nitens, Billings. Eight perfect examples of an entirely 
smooth form of this species. 

Strophomena Secuba, Billings. One dorsal valve. 
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Orthis testudinaria, Dalman. Abundant. 

Orthis subipiadrata, Hall. Many perfect and well-preserved specimens 
of an unusually coarsely ribbed variety of this shell. 

RhynchoneUa capax, Conrad. Several large and perfect examples. 

Murchisonia gracilis f Hall. One small cast. 

CyrtoUtes omatus f Conrad. One imperfect cast. 

Asooceras Newberryi, Billings. Two specimens. 

The collection made by Mr. Ells at this locality shows, first, that a 
largo portion of the mass of Stony Mountain consists of limestones, 
with clayey partings, which are identical, both in their lithological and 
paloeontological characters, with the well-known rocks of the Hudson 
Eiver or Cincinnati group of Southern Ohio and elsewhere; and, 
secondly, that these Hudson Eiver rocks of Stony Mountain overlie, 
immediately and conformably, the buflf-coloured, fossiliferous and more 
or less magnesian limestones of the Eed Eiver valley, which have 
abeady been assumed to be the representatives of the upper part of the 
Trenton limestone. 

At Stony Mountain Dr. Bell also made a small collection of fossils, 
consisting of the following species. 

Orthis testudinarla, Dalman. 

Orthis subquculrata, Hall. 

Bhynclwnella cap(Lv^ C/onrad. 

Cheirurus Icarus^ Billings. One pygidium. 

Calymeiie Blumenhachii, Billings, as of Brongniart. An imperfect pygi- 
dium. This is the common Calymene of the Trenton and Hudson 
Biver groups, identified by Billings and Dr. Nicholson with the 
C. Bltmenbachii of Europe. Mr. S. A. Miller, however, says that 
the true (7. Blwnmhachii has not been found in North America, 
and that the species mistaken for it is the C. senaria of Conraii, 
which latter is a synonym of G. calliteleSy Green. 

A few fossils were collected by Dr. Bell at various places on the 
Churchill and Nelson Rivers, which appear to be of newer age than 
the Lower Silurian, but which are insufficient to indicate with much 
probability the exact geological horizon of the rocks in which they 
were found. The following are the localities at which these fossils 
wer^ collected, with notes oi) the species. 
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8. Three Miles East of Churchill River. 

Fentanierus (Sp. Undt.) Three casts of the ventral valve of a rather 
finely-nbbed Pentamerus in some respects like P. occidentalis 
Hall, from the Guelph limestone of Elora and Hespeler, Ont 

9. Gillam's Island, Kelson Biver. 

Atrj/pa reticvlariSy Linn»us. Two specimens. Upper Silurian or 
Devonian. 

10. Walker's Island, Oxford Lake. 

Atrypa reticularis, Linnsens. Five detached specimens, four with very 
fine ribs and one with remarkably coarse ones. Matrix a pale 
brick-red colour, just like that from the last locality. 

11. York Factory. (Loose.) 

CyatJwphyllum Davidsom, Milne-Edwards. (=Acervularia profunda^ 
Hall.) One characteristic but much worn specimen. 

Favosites (Sp. Indt.) A small rolled and rounded mass, of a species 
with small corallites. 

The fossils from the last mentioned locality ai*e certainly Devonian, 
but they may have been drifted from some distance, 
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LIST OF PLANTS COLLECTED BY DR R BELL AROUND 
THE SHORES OF HUDSON'S BAY AND ALONG THE 
CHURCHILL AND NELSON RIVERS IN 1877 AND 1879. 

The specimens have been kindly determined by Prof. John Mucoun, 
F.L.S., Albert University, Belleville. 

I. East coast of Hudson's Bay. ''. 

II. Churchill River. 

ni. North end of Lake Winnipeg. 

IV. Nelson River between Lake Winnipeg and the coast of Hudson's 
Bay. 

A. Plants crossing the Arctic Circle. 

Catalogue. 



Nob. 



RAHUNCULACIiE. 



H. III. IV. A. 



14 



16 
16 



1 Anemone parviflora, Michx 

2 " maltifida, D (J 

3 '' Pennsylvanica, Linn , 

4 Tbalictnim dioicum, Linn 

5 " Comnti, Linn 

6 Ranunculus aquatilis, var. trichophylluR 

7 " multifidus, Pui-sh 

8 " ocris, Linn 

9 " Cymbalaria 

10 " sceleratus, Linn 

11 " flammnla, var. reptans, Gr . 

12 Caltha palnstris 

13 Actoea spicata, var. rubra 6r 



NTMPHiBAOBJB. 

Nuphar Intenm, Smith (leaf only) 

FuMARIACBJi. 



Corydalis anrea, Willd . 
glauca, Pnrsb 



tt 
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CHDCIPEBJI!. 



Natturtjum palustre, DC 

Cudunine >i]rr.utji, I.iiiii 

" pratensla, Lion 

Anfais Drummondii, Gr 

£i78imani cheiruDthoideg, Linn . . 
Siirinbrinin gopbioldCH, Fiscbur . . 
Draba incana, Linn 

Vj01.*C«*. 



CiSTACLe. 

Hudxonia tomentcua, Nntt 

Dbosiiuoia, 
Dranera rotondifulia, Linn 

C \ RIOPHV LLAC KM. 

Lychnin aputala, Linn 

Arenaiia lateriflora, Linn 

" pvpluideg, Linn 

Stellarift J.jnKipe*, Ooldi.^ 

CeHMitiuni ArVcuKt Liifli 



Sagina noil.) 



^F^enK!. 



ic^ianlum Carol iiiiaui it 



Polygala Seliuca, Lin 



Adtragalui CunadenuB, Linn ., 

■' hj-jioglottiH. K«r. . 
„l|.l„„., Liai, 

■' trJvid'iB, Gtay 

" adKurgeoB, P«1I.... 

■UlycjTthiia lopidola, Nutt 

HBdyAAtmu Mackenaii, Bicbar< 

Yioin Amcriranit, Huhl 

I.atiiyrtiH maritimiin, Bieul 

'I ochruli'ucuB, Huuk . . 

■' pa)untris,Linn 
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Fruntw PtrnniiyWsDioa, IJon. . 

Dija* liitcg:T[ folia. Tab) 

Geum rivale, Linn 

" Htrictum, Alt 

Frngaria Virginiftna, Ehrh 

PotenUIlK Norveg:ica, Liun . - . 
" AnKrina, Linn. . . . 
fraticon, Linn 



tridi'ni 
pal 1.8 



Scop . , 



I., Unt 



uiTM, Lian. . 

•rgnta, Pnrah 

flabelliformiB, Nutt, 
BnbuB Clmmitmorua, Liuu. . . . 

" trifliirtu, Rlcfaaid 

" arctlvas, Linn 

'■ Btritiociu, Uichx 

Bow blanda, Ait 

AmelancbieTCanadensiB, var.oliltmgi folia, Gmy 
P;nu Enmbuci folia, Ch. & SchI 



KuirilACUCI.K. 



Ribes prostratnm, L'Her. . 



'' oxyiantlioidea, Linn 

PaniaeHiu paluntds, Llati . 

liuifinga aizoides, Linn ■ . 
" HirciiluB. Linn. ' 
" trituBpidala, Reti 

Heucbem hispids, Pimb. . 

Hitella nudu, Linn 



BpilobiDm angostifolinin, Linn . . 

<• latifotinm, Liun 

" culoratnm, Mnhl 

(Enothent biennis, Linn 



Heiacleum lanatnm, Hichi.. 

CicnU virosa, Linn 

Slum llneare, Mtchi 



Aa4LIlCL«. 

AnUia Uapida, Ulchx 



II. in. I IV. A 
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Linuies borenlia, Gronov 

LonUeni involucmts, Bankii .. 
Tiburnum pauciflorum, PirlAie. 



NaTdogmift palmata, Hooh 

■' sngittala, Btntll 

I i^rainiuL foil til. Turr. A Gr. . . 

mnlUfloras, Lion 

Erigoron CaiiiMieuKe, Linn 

" Pbftndelphicnm, LiDn... 
Snlidago taaceolata, Ait 

" CKnadensis, Linn 

AchillsH millefolium, Linn 

Leuctmthumum arcticum, DC 

ArtemiHia CanadenHiK, Micbx 

" liieuoia, Willd 

" viilKuria, Linn 

Antenuaria dioica, Qertn 

" planta^inif'.lia. K, Rr. 
Senecio puIuHtriK, Ho»k 



Lobelia Ealmii, Linn 

CiHPiNCLACB*. 

Campannla rotund t folia, Linn.. 

.'jninin cmspitoBum, Michi . 
" oifcoccuH, LinD. . . . 

" VitJB-Idffia, Linn 

" Canadense, Ealm . . 

" ullginofium, Linn . . 
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124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 



134 



135 
136 
137 
138 
139 



140 
141 



142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 



148 
149 
150 
151 



152 
153 



154 
155 
156 



II. 



III. 



IV. 



Arcto8taphylo8 uva-ursi, Spreng 
** alpina, Spreng. . 

Andromeda polifolia, Linn 

Cassandra calyculata, Don 

Kalmia glauca, Ait 

Ledum palnstre, Linn 

" latifolium, Ait 

Pyrola minor, Linn 

^^ secunda, Linn 

'' rotundifolia, Linn 



^i« 



« 



PLAMTAGlNACIiE. 

Plantago major, var. Asiatica, Decaisne , 

PBIMULACBJi. 



Primola forinosa, Linn 

'' Mlstassinica, Michx 
Trientalis Americana, Pursh 
Lysimachia ciliata, Linn. . . . 
thyrsiflora, Linn 



(I 






LlNTIBULIACUS. 



Utricularia vulgaris, Linn 
Pinguicula vulgaris, Linn. 



* 






SCBOPHULARIACE^. 



Veronica peregrina, Linn 

Castilleia pallida, Eunth 

Euphrasia officinalis, Linn 

RhinanthuB Crista-galli, Linn. . 

Pedicularis euphrasioides, Steph 

" hir^uta, Linn ? 









Labiate. 



Mentha Canadensis, Linn 

Dracocephalum paryiflorum, Nutt 

Scutellaria galericulata, L , 

btachys palustris, Linn 



« 






BORRAOIMACI^. 



Mertensia paniculata, Don 
" maritima, Don . 



Gbntiamaoe^. 

Gentiana Amarella, var. stricta 

Pleurogyne Carinthiaca, Griesb. var. pusilla, Gr. 
Menyanthes trifoliata, Linn 



« 
• 



M, MUBVKV (!>' TASAftA. 



CmiropODiAcis. 



PulyguDum avk'Ularc, Ltnn. . .. 

" auiphibium, Lino.. 

« dlinode, Jlii:lix 

" vlvipftrum, Linn... 

" iap»thifcilium, Ail . 

Rumex maritimais Linn 

salici fill ilia, WainD 

El.Mtr,KlLCtM. 



Cotnandi* iimbellata, Niitt 

EurtTKACKM. 

Empetrum nigrum, LiDn 

llrtTiCACR*. 

en gnwilin, Ait 

Bet [LA n:*. 



1. II. I III. IV. , 



I . 



Jill 



H. Litn 



f^abinn, yar. procuratwus 

TVPHACI*. 

Sparpliiiiiia Biniplci, Hiids . .. 



A1»1»ENDIX If. 



69 C 



Cataiah;l'k— Continued. 



No8. 



Naiadaci^. 



182 
183 
184 
185 



187 
188 
189 
190 
191 



192 



193 
194 
195 
196 
197 



198 
199 
200 
201 



202 
203 
204 
205 
206 
207 
208 
209 
210 
211 
212 
213 
214 



Potamogeton lucens, L 

" rufescenSySchrad . 

<< pectinatus, Linn. 

« perfoliatus, Linn 

ALISMACBiK. 



186 Triglochin maritimum, Linn. 

ORCBIDACEilS. 



Habenaria rotundlfoiia, Richard . 

" hyperborea, Lindl 

Spiranthes Romanzoviana, Cham 

Corallorhiza innata, R . Br 

Cypripedium guttatum, Swartz ? 

lRIDACEi«. 



SifiTTinchium Bcrmndiannm, Linn. 

LlLIACBiK. 



Smilacina trifolia, Desf 

*' bifolia, Ker 

« Rtellata, DeHf 

Lilium Philadelphioum, Linn 
Tofieldia palustris, Hndn 



JuNCACEil?. 

Luzula panriflora, var. melanocari>a Gray 
Juncus alpinus, var. insifrnis Fries 

'< Balticus, Dethard 

" tenuis, Willd 



Ctpbrace^. 



Eleocharis palustriR, R Br 
Sc'irpus atrovircns, Muhl . . 

" validuK, Vahl 

Eriophonim gracile, Roth 
Carex ariBtata, R. Br. ?. . . . 



u 
a 
II 
u 
a 
a 
u 



u 



aurea, Nutt, 
canescens, Linn . . . . 
gynocrates, Wormsk 

Rcoparia, Schk 

straminea, Schk . . . . 

Rtricta, Lam .., 

YeRicaria, Linn . . . . , 
vnlpinoidea, Micbx . 




III. 



IV. 



A. 



« 
« 



« 
« 



« 



* 



« 
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Alopecanii arixtulstUH, Michi 

CaUmagnjetie LangsdorfGl, Trln. . 

AgTostiB scabra, WilW 

Glrcerial1uilang,B. lir 

Poa alpion, Linn 

" scrutina, Ebrh 

« lwa,HiPQko 

FestUL-a ovina, Linn 

ElymuH dnitf at&chyum 

Hoidenm jubatum, Linn 

Beckmanai* erucaifunDis, Hook. . 



EltDIMTAOIJI. 






I'oljpodium vtUgsrc, Lino 

AspleitiuDi TricfaomaoM, Linn ., 

Aspidium fragrana ,8wiirtz 

" spiDulosam Bwartz... 

var, dilstatum, Or 

CjBtopteiis fragiliB, Bemh 

Woodlia IlvcnsiB, R. lir 

Botrycliium Lunaria, Swartz . . . , 



;oi'OD[4CK*;. 



I". 
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LIST OF FBBSH-WATER MOLLUSCA PROM MANITOBA 
AND THE VALLEY OF THE NELSON RIVER. 

The followiDg list includes some species collected in Manitoba, which 
Mr. Whiteavos, of the Greological Survey, has kindly determined. 

Lamellibranchiata. 

1. UrUo rectuSy Lamarck. Red River, Manitoba. 

2. HyrideUa (?) radiatay Lamarck. Numerous in Lake Winnipeg and 

the Nelson River. 

3. Hyridella luteolay Lamarck. (=Unio siUquoideus, Baraes.) Red 

River, Manitoba. 

4. Lampsilis flavus, Rafinesquo. (z=zUnio rubiginosusy Lea.) Red 

River, Manitoba. 

5. Theliderma quadruluSy Rafinesque. (=Uhio lachrymosuSy Lea.) Red 

River, Manitoba. 

6. Bysnamia pUcaia, Lesueur. Red River, Manitoba. 

7. Metaptera alatus, Say. Red River, Manitoba. 

8. Complanaria compUmatay Barnes. Common in the Nelson River, 

but larger and finer in the Red and Assiniboine Rivers. 

9. Straphitus PennsylvanicuSy Lamarck. {=Anodonta undtdatay Say.) 

Lake Winnipeg and Great Playgreen Lake. 

10. Anodanta (Sp. uncertain.) Red River at Winnipeg. 

Nos. 4, 5 and 6 are characteristic Western species. 

11. Sphoerium'troTisversumy Ssiy. ^Both found in numbers in the 

y stomachs of sturgeon caught in 

12. Sphcerivm striatinuniy Lamarck. ) Great Playgreen Lake. 

Gasteropoda. 

13. Valvata {Tropidina) tricarinatay Say. Found in the stomachs of 

sturgeon caught in Great Playgreen Lake. 
5 
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14. Idmncea stagnaUSy Linn^. Lake WiDnipog, Nolson Hiver and lakes* 

and rivers to the south-eastwaitl. 

15. Linnophysa catascapiunij Say. Great Playgrcen Lake. 

16. Physa heterostrophay Say. Inhabits the same waters as Lirnnaa 

stagnaMs. 

17. BuUnus hypnoruniy Linn^. Ponds in Manitoba. 

18. HeUsoma trivolviSy Say. Around Winnipeg and in Manitoba. 

19. HeUsoma bicarinatiui, Say. Lake Winnipeg. 

20. Segmentina armigeray Say. Abundant in Great Playgreen Lake. 
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LIST OF LEPIDOPTERA PEOM THE NELSON AND CHURCHILL 
RTVEBS AND THE WEST COAST OF HUDSON'S BAY. 

HeiT Geffcken of La Tour de Peilz, Switzerland, has kindly supplied 
the following list of the Lepidoptei*a of the region explored. The 
specimens were collected by the Venerable Archdeacon Kirby (now of 
London, England), who laboured for many years in this and other 
pai*ts of the Northwest Territory. 

1. Papilio Turn us, Linn. 

2. " 2jolicaon, Boisd. 

3. Colias Christina, Edw. 

4. " Chippewa, Ed. 

5. " Nastes, Boisd. Churchill. 

6. '' Nov. sp. Allied to C. Hecla and C. Boothii, but distinct 

from both. Found at Churchill or north of York Factory. 

7. Danais Archippiis, Fab. 

8. Argynnis Triclaris, Hub. 

9. " Frigga, Thunb, var, Laga. 

10. " Atlantis, Edw. 

11. " Freya, Thunb. 

12. '^ Chariclea, Schneid. 

13. Melitasa Tharos, Drury. 

14. Vanessa Milberti, Godt. 

15. '* Huntet, Drury. 

16. " Cardui, Linn, 

17. *^ Atalanta, Linn. 

18. " Antiopa, Linn. 

19. Limenitis Arthemis, Drury. 

20. Erebia Discoidalis, Kirby. York Factory. 

21. " Fasciata, Butler. North to Churchill. 

22. '^ Nav.sp. North Churchill. 
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23. Satyms Nephele, Kirby. 

24. Ghionobas Jutta, Hubn. York Factory. 

25. Polyommatus XaDthoides ? Boisd. 

26. Macroglossa Flavofasciata ? 

27. Aljrpia Maccullochi ? Kirby. 

28. Telea Polyphemus, Linn. ) ^ . , , ^, « ^r , -™ . 

_. J: > Evidently south of York Factory. 

29. Platarctia Parthenos.Fab. ) '' 



APPENDIX V. 



LIST OF COLBOPTERi COLLECTED BY DB. R BELL IN 18T9 
ON THE NELSON AND CHURCHILL EIVERS. 

The species of Coleoptera collected during my exploration of the 
Nelson and Churchill rivers have been kindly determined by 
Dr. J. L. LeConte of Philadelphia, who has forwarded the following 
list of them. 

1. Carabus t»datus, Fabr. 

2. Nebria Sahlbergi, Fisch. 

3. Calathus ingratus, Dej. 

4. Platynus ruficomis, Lee. 

5. Pterostichus orinonum, Leach. 

6. " empetricola, Dej. 

7. Amara hsmatopus, Dej. (=:Stereoceru8 similis, Kii'by & Lirus 

lacnstris, Lee.) 

8. Dytiscus confluens, Say. 

9. " anxius, Mann. 

0. Gaurodjrtes lutosus, Crotch. 

1. Gyrinus (immature and undeterminable). 

2. Lathrobium simile, Lee. 

3. Silpha Lapponica, Linn. 

4. " trituberculata, Kirby. 

5. Coccinella 12-maculata, (=incamata, Kirby,=picta, BandalL) 

6. Hippodamia quinque signata, Kirby. 

7. Buprestis Nuttalli, Kirby. 

8. Melanophila Drummondi, Kirby. 

9. Chrysobothris trinervia, Kirby. 

20. Photinus (EUychnia) corruscus. (small var.) 

21. Podabrus, allied to piniphilus. 

22. Telephorus fraxini, Say. 
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• 

23. Cnoeephalus agrcHlis, Kir by. 

24. Xylotrochu8 undulatuH, Say. 

25. Acmajops pratensis, Laicb. (=:8trigilata, Fab.) 

26. Lcptura subargentata, Kirb3\ 

27. " Hex-maculata, Linn. 

28. " chrysocoma, Kirby, 

29. Monohammus Hcatellatus, Say. 

30. Pogonocherus mixtus, Hald. 

31. Orsodachna Childreni, Kirby. 

32. Odoxus vitis, Linn. 

33. Chrysomela spirese, Say. 

34. Gonioctena arctica, Mann. 

35. Graptodera bimarginata, Say. (=PHciponniB, Mann,=vitivora, 

Tbomas.) 

36. Stenotrachelus arctatus, Say. 

37. Meloe AmericanuB, Leach. (=:anga8tioollis, Lee.) 

38. Lepyrus colon, Linn. 
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LIST OF BIRDS FROM THE REGION BETWEEN NORWAY 
HOUSE AND PORTS CHURCHILL AND YORK. 

The following is a list of the biitis, of which either the skins or the 
eggs wore actually obtained, in the region between Norway House and 
Forts Churchill and York. Many other species were noted, and a list 
of these is reserved to be verified and enlarged the coming season. I 
am indebted to Mr. H. G. Vennor, of the Geological Survey, and Mr. P. 
Kuetzing, naturalist and taxidermist, for assisting in the determination 
of the skins. Several of these were given to me by Dr. Percy Mathews 
and Mr. Henry Johnstone, of York Factory. 

1. Halicettis leucocephalus, Bald eagle. Rather scarce. 

2. Pandion halioetus, Briss. ; Osprey, or Fishing eagle. Common. 

Several nests seen along the Churchill and Grass rivers. 

3. Falco communis^ Gm. ; Peregrine or Duck hawk, male. York 

Factory. 

,4. " coluwJbariru, lAnn, \ Pigeon hawk. Norway House to Fort 

Churchill. 

5. " sparverius, Linn. ; male. York Factory. 

6. '' sacer, Foi-st. ; Ger-falcon. York Factory. A fine specimen, 

presented by Mr. Fortescue. 

7. Buteo borealiSy Gm. ; Red-tailed hawk. Port Churchill. 

8. Brachyotus palustris, Beehst. ; Swamp owl. Fort Churchill and 

York Factorv. 

V 

9. Nyctea mvea, Daudin; Snowy owl. Abundant throughout the 

district in winter. 

10. Sumia tduldy var. HucUonicaj Gm. ; Hawk owl. Fort Churchill 

and York Factory. 

11. Corvus Americanmy Aud. ; Common crow. On Lake Winnipeg the 

young were able to fly in the beginning of July. Not 
often seen in the woods. Common on Hudson's Bay. 

12. " coraXy Linn. ; Raven, or Barking crow. Breeds throughout 

the district. 
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13. Ceryle Alcyon, Linn.; King-fisher. Lake Winnipeg to Y^k 

Factory. Bare towards Port Churchill. 

14. Colaptes auratus, Linn. ; Yellow-shafted woodpecker. Yery nomer- 

ous, owing to the abundance of food affoixied by the 
extensive hruUs, The Hairy Woodpecker is also very 
common. 

15. CoUurio bareatis, Vieil. ; Great northern shrike. York Factory. 

16. LoQcia leucopterdy Gm. ; American ci*os8-bill. A specimeni which 

flew on board ship in Hudson's Stmit, was presented by 
Dr. Mathews. 

17. Q\ii8cdlus pwrpwreuSy Bartr. ; Purple blackbiixi. York Factory. 

18. Scolecaphagus ferrugineuSy Gm. ; male, Busty Grakle. York Factory. 

19. Melospiza melodiay Wils. ; Song-sparrow. Norway House. 

20. Bendrosca cestiva, male, Gm. ; Yellow-poll warbler. York Factory. 

21. Eremophila cUpestris, Forst ; Shore lark. Fort Churchill and York 

Factory. 

22. PUctrophanes nivalis^ Linn. ; Snow Bunting. York Factory. 

23. Turdus migratoriuSy Linn. ; American Eobin. Common throughoat 

the district. 

24. Tachycincta bicoloTy Vieil. ; White-bellied swallow. York Factory. 

26. Chordeiles Virginianus, Gra.j (western variety) Night hawk. York 

Factory. Common southwaixi. The Whip-poor-will was 
not seen nor hoard north of Norway House. 

26. Layopus albusy Gmel. ; Willow ptarmigan. Abundant at Churchill 

and York in winter, and comes as far south as Norway 
House. 

21. Bonasa umbelluSy Linn. ; Ruffed grouse. Rare as far north as York 

Factory. 

28. *' Canadensis, Linn. ; Canada groubc. Rare at Fort Churchill. 

29. PedioBcetes phasianelluSy Linn. ; Pin- tailed grouse. Some of these 

biixls were shot near Dog's Head, Lake Winnipeg. 
Thence I have found them eastward as far as Long Lake 
and Pic River on Lake Superior. 

30. Strepsilas interpres, Linn. ; Turnstone. York Factory. 

31. Gnis Canadensis^ Linn. ; Sand-hill crane. Norway House. 

32. Botauras ininor, Gm. ; Little bittern. York Factory. 

33. Gambetta flavipes, Gm.; Yellow-shanks. Common throughout the 

district. 
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34. Gambetta meUmoletica, Gmel. ; Tell Tale: Stone Snipe. Norway 

House. 

35. Tringoides macularius, Linn. ; Spotted sandpiper. Norway House 

to York Factory. 

36. Numenius borealis, Forst. ; Eskimo curlew. Abundant in July and 

August at Fort Chui'chill, as were also the Hudsonian 
Curlew, Golden Plover, and other species of which no 
specimens were brought home. 

37. Aegialitis semipabnata, Wilson. Semipal mated Sandpiper. York 

Factory. 

38. Larus anjentatus, Bininn ; Herring gull. Fort Churchill. 

39. Sterna hinmdo (?), Auct. ; Black-headed tern. Very common in 

the larger lakes and on the shores of Hudson's Bay. 

40. Erismatura rubida, Wils. Ruddy Buck. York Factory. 

41. Anas boschas, Linn. ; Grey or Stock duck, or Mallard. This is the 

commonest duck in the district. Breeds in considerable 
numbers along the Nelson and Little Churchill Rivers. 

42. Dafila acuta, Linn. ; Pintail duck. Breeds near Norway House. 

43. Bucephala clangula^ Linn. ; Common Golden-eye or " Tree Duck.** 

Also breeds near Norway House. 

44. Spatula clypeatay Linn. ; Spoon-bill duck. On Lake Winnipeg the 

young wore nearly full-grown in the beginning of July. 

45. Querquedula CarolinensiSy Qm. ; Green-winged teal. Very common 

near Norway House ; scai'ce northward. 

46. Mergus cucullatus, Linn. ; Hooded merganser. Young going south 

in flocks on the Nelson River in September. 

47. *' merganser y Linn. ; Red-headed merganser. Common through- 

out the district. 

48. Pelianetta perspicillata, Linn. Surf Duck. York Factory. 

49. Anser Canadensis, Linn. ; Canada goose. Breeds in considerable 

numbers along the Churchill River. Most of the young 
could fly in the beginning of August. 

50. " hyperboreus, Pal., var. albatus ; Lesser snow-goose. One 

specimen which had been shot at Foi*t Churchill was pre- 
sented by Mr. J. R Spencer. Is very rare on the west 
side of Hudson's Bay. 

51. Anser hyperboreus, Pal.; Common White wavy. Abundant at 

Churchill and York during the spring and autumn 

migrations 
6 
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52. Cygnus Americanus^ Sharpless; WhiatliDg swan. A £gw are shot 

every spring at Fort Churchill, from which place a speci- 
men was presentetl hy Mr. J. E. Spencer. 

53. Pelecanus fuscus, Linn. ; Brown pelican. Breeds in the smaller 

lakes near Lake Winnipeg and north-westwai-d. Several 
specimens were shot in Lake Winnipeg in October. 

54. Colymbm septentrionalis, Linn. ; Red-throated diver. York Factory. 

Mr. Ross has shot a specimen flj'ing past at Norway 
House. 

55. '* torquatuSj Brunn ; Great Northern diver. Bi*eed8 in many 

lakes throughout the district. Mr. Fortescue informed me 
that in the spring of 1878, just afler the ice broke up at 
York Factory, great numbei*s of these birds congregated 
in the mouth of Hayes' River, a circumstance which had 
never been observed in any previous season. 

The Passenger Pigeon was seen in small flocks in the upper part of 
the Nelson River in the beginning of September, 1878. It very i-arely 
passes York Factory, and has never been known at Fort Churchill. 
The common American Snipe was met with near the Nelson River 
above Split Lake. I saw one specimen of the Woodcock at York 
Factory in the end of August last. This bird is not uncommon io 
Manitoba, although the fact is not generally known. The Pirn- 
Grosbeak was frequently seen on the Churchill River in the end of 
July, showing that it probably breeds in this region. 



APPENDIX VII. 



VARIATION OF THE COMPASS. 

The following list shows the variation of the compass in twenty-one 
localities in the territory explored (luring the season. The obsei*vations 
were taken with as much care as was possible while making such a 
rapid sui'vey of an extensive region, where one had to attend, unaided, 
to such a variety of different matters. The local attraction, which exists 
in man}" places, especially among the Laurentian and Huronian rocks, 
sometimes renders it difficult to ascertain the true variation for any 
locality. Sir Henry Lefroy (who visited this region in 1843-44), in a 
letter which I have received from him on this subject, saj's : — " 1 used 
a new 7-ineh compass, and used it carefully, but the results differ 
much more than I can account for. This is particularly the case 
where a change of geological formation occurs — say, for example, 
about the narrows of Lake Winnipeg — and I should be greatly in- 
terested in a good comparison by means of A.M. and P.M. sights on 
the * Dog*s Head ' and the * Bull's Head,' and on the opposite side to 
both. * * About Oxfoi-d Lake I have 12° 58', 10° 11', 14° 21', in 
near proximity." Among other causes influencing the variation in 
this region, besides that of change in geological formation on a lai'ge 
scale, above alluded to, I have noticed beds of magnetic iron, deposits 
of iron sand, dykes of diorite, great magnetic boulders, sudden change 
in the general level in passing from one region to another, pi*oximity 
of a cliff or bank or even of a thiok grove or (when very close) a 
single large tree. 

Variation £. 

1. Little Churchill Biver, 24 miles south of its junction with the 

Great Churchill. (The north side of the " forks " being in 

lat. 57° 30' 57.34" and about long. 95** 30') IT 30' 

2. Littie Churchill River, 6 miles north of last 10" 30' 

3. At the north side of the junction of the Little with the Great 

Churchill River, in the above latitude 12" 30' 

4. Great Churchill diver, 22 miles north of the above junction . . IS*' 00' 

5. Great Churchill River, 27 miles from its mouth 6"* 30' 

6. Fort Churchill, on the west side of the river, 4 or 5 miles from 

its mouth. (Lat. 68' 44' 43.04") ir 00' 
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7. York Factory, S. W. side of the fort. (In 1878 I found only 

about 6" 30' at the N. E. side, but there appears to be some 

local attraction there) 7* 00' 

8. Hill Biver, about 20 miles above its junction with Fox River 

(1878) 9* 45' 

9. Nelson River, 63 miles from Point of Marsh, or the N. E. 

extremity of Beacon Point 8° 45' 

10. Nelson River, First (or lowest) Limestone Rapid, (lat. 

56"* 36' 6."), about 77 miles in a straight line from Point 

of Marsh 11^ 30' 

1 1. Nelson River, Broad Rapid, 23 miles S. W. of last 11^ 30' 

12. Nelson River, outlet of Split Lake. (Lat. 56** 16' 27") 18" 00' 

13. Grass River, outlet of Witchai ("Stinking") Lake, about 12 

miles S. W. of the upper end of Split Lake, or about lat. 56"*. . 16" 30' 

14. Nelson River, north side of outlet of bipi-wcsk Lake, at south 

end of Cross Portage. (Lat. 65° 13' 29.38") le** 30' 

16. Nelson River, Ctiute at outlet of Duck Lake (Duck Portage).. 19** 15' 

16. Nelson River, 12 miles below White Mud Falls. (Lat. 

54** 45' 48.14") W 30' 

17. Nelson River, Western Channel of East River, 5 miles south 

of Pipestone Lake 16" 30' 

18. Nelson River, Junction of Pine River with East River, 6 miles 

above Sea River Falls 16' 00' 

19. Norway House 14" 00' 

20. Point at east end of Mossy Point (at outlet of Lake Winnipeg), 

about one mile north of Warren's Landing 16° 45' 

21. Lake Winnipeg, north side of Poplar Point, near extremity. . 15° 15' 

1 am indebted to Sir J. H. iicfroy, of London, for the followini^ 
*' memorandum of observations of variation on Lake Winnipeg in 
1843-44." 

Variation E. 

1. Fort Alexander 13" 56' 

2. Grassy Narrows 14'' 14' 

3. Opposite Bull's Hea.l 16° 18' 

4. Opposite Dog's Head 15' 24' 

5. By Beren's River 16' 55' 

6. Point near Wosleyan Mission 14" 26' 

7. By Mossy Point 19" 23 ' 

• 8. A little beyond (lat. 52' 29') 15^ 27' 

9. Norway House 15" 13' 

10. Second Rocky Point 1 7^ 03' 

The following were taken in 1877 in connection with the Dominion 
Lands Department: — 

Mouth of Poplar River, east side Lake Winnipeg 1 r> 2i>' K 

Black River, north of Winnipeg River 1 :'. 00 ' K 
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To Alfred R C. Sblwyn, F.RS., F.G.S., 

Director qf the Oeological Survey qf Canada. 

Sir, — The geological maps accompanying this report include an 
area of about 6,000 square miles, surveyed by us in southern New 
Brunswick up to 1878, assisted in 1817 and 1878 by Mr. Wallace 
Broad, B.A., and in 1877 by Mr. Frank Adams, B. Ap. Sc. Detailed 
reports on various portions of the area have already been published 
fi'om time to time in the annual Keports of Progress, and the present 
report may be regarded as a resumS of these, with a general statement 
of the results of the work to date, especially in relation to the geologi- 
cal structure of the region. The difficulties presented over a large part 
of the area, from the wooded and unsettled chai*acter of the country, 
have rendered the working out of the detailed structui'c in many places 
almost an impossibility, and the authors wish it to be understood, that, 
while they believe the maps as now presented are in the main correct 
as to general features, some portions may be found, upon future and 
more detailed examination, to require amendment. Especially does 
this apply to the Silurian belt in western and northern Charlotte and 
its extension east into Queens and Kings, where lack of roads and 
good exposures, together with an entire absence of fossils, have ren- 
dered the assigning of this group to any definite horizon a very difficult 
matter; and for the present, although within the area there are rocks 
which possess, lithologically, many characters in common with the 
recognized pre-Cambrian as well as others of Silurian aspect, it has been 
thought best to assign them provisionally to the Cambro-Silurian as 
most in accoi*dance with their apparent stratigraphical position. The 
outlines of the different formations have been carefully traced and thoii* 
stratigraphical relations in most cases clearly made out. In addition 
to the geological, a large amount of necessary topographical work has 
been done. Surveys of roads have been made by odometer, chain and 
pacing throughout the whole of the counties of Sunbury, Queens, 
Kings, St. John and Albert, with portions also of Charlotte and West- 
moreland, as well as many streams and coast sections. In addition to 
the working out of the general geology, special examinations have 
been made of the Grand Lake coal field in 1872-73 ; of the Albert and 
Beliveau mining areas (Albert shales) in 1876 ; of the copper mines 
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along the soathem coast in 1877, and of the anthracite mine at Leprem 
in 1878. In oonstracting the mapfl, the St. John Biver aad the ootst 
lines have been laid down from the Admiralty charts corrected firom 
the United States Coast Sarvey; the parish and county lincfl, with i 
large portion of the streams and lakeS| are from the moat recent dati 
in the Crown Lands Department at Fredericton; the railways are 
taken from accredited plans, while the roads have been surveyed prin- 
cipally by oarselves. 

We arc, sir, 

Your obedient servants, 

L. W. BAIIiEY, 

G. F. MATTHEW, 

R W. BliLS, 
MoMT&EAL, 1st Hay, 1880. 
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The geological formations described in this report may be stated thus : 
I. Pre-Cambrian. 

II. Cambrian. 

III. CarabroSilurian, 

IV. Silurian. (Upper Silurian of previous reports.) 
V. Devonian. 

VI. Lower Carboniferous. 
VII. Middle Carboniferous. 
Vin. Triassic. 

I. Prk-Cambrian. 

The rocks comprised under this heading include the Laurentian of p^^^^^^ 
1870-71 and the three former divisions of the Huronian, Coastal, Cold- thie^S.''^ 
brook and Kingston ; but for the purpose of more fully illustrating the 
report of 1870-71, the portion then described as Laurentian is indicated 
by a difterent color on the map. The results of the subsequent exam- 
inations of the rocks of this group, principally in 1876-77-78, when the 
extent and stratigraphical relations of the various members were 
carefully studied and defined, have been stated in the report of 1877-78. 
The different divisions were then found to be in ascending order. 

1. Basal or probable Laurentian rocks, comprising syenite, gneiss 
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nrtiiiiijM araod febite, the former often chloritie or takose. and deecribed k 
lornier reports M protogme. 

2. An npper portioD compruing also sjrenite and gneMi witk 
qnartate, feLrite and limefftone, mica and jGrisite aeliiala mid Uack 
grapbitie slatee^ These two divisionB form what has in eariinr lepoiti 
been regarded as constitiiting the Lanrentian area of the sonthen 
portion of the province. 

3. Bed, grey and blackish petroeilex and felsite, with brecc ia con- 
glomerates^ dioriteSy amjgdaloidal ash roclEs and felspathie eonglonie- 
raies, with grey felspathie sandstones, constituting the CbUbrook 
division of the Haronian of previous reports. 

4. Chloritie, felspathie and talcose schist, often a schistoae eongio- 
merate, interstratified with beds of purple ash rock and amygdakad, 
and purple conglomerate and clay slate, with pale grey and pyritou^ 
msty-weathering felsite and felspathie qoartcite. 

These constitute the Coastal division of the Haronian of fimaflr 
reports. 

5. Beddish and grey felsite, often hard and flinty, felspathie and 
chloritie schist, with diorite, hornblende schist and granitoid and 
gneissic rocks, with heavy beds of slate conglomerate and fblrite 
conglomerate and clay slate in the upper portion. 

These constitute the Kingston division of the Hnronian of formv 
reports. 
Dirtiiion 2, Of the relations of Division 2 of the above series (mica schist, lime- 

stone and fine gneiss) to the main body of coarse syenite and syenitic 
gneiss (Division 1), nothing farther is known than is contained 
in the report of 1870-71, wherein they are described as the " upper 
series of the Laurentian area/' The greatly broken and disturbed 
character of this supposed •' upper " series, the obscure stratification 
of much of the underlying group, together with the frequent occor- 
renee of intrusive masses, combine to make the determination of its 
position difficult There can, however, be no question that the bulk of 
the calcareous and silicious strata met with in this area are more recent 
than the coarse granitoid rocks with which they are associated, while 
both are at many points seen to pass beneath the Cambrian or Primor- 
dial Silurian. Their principal mass forms a long, iiTegularly lentisnlar 
belt extending from the vicinity of South Bay on the west side of the 
St. John liiver, across this stream and through the parish of Portland 
through and beyond Torryburn, while a second but narrower belt 
skirts the southern edge of the Laurentian area, appealing on either 
side of Musquash Harbor, crossing the peninsula of Pisarinco and 
reappearing near the suspension bridge of the St. John River. At 
Lily Lake, neai* St. John, the limestones of this latter belt pass beneath 
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a narrow band of schistose pctrosilicious strata of* the Coastal (lluron- 
ian) group (Division 4), which intervono between them and the basal 
beds of the Primordial. 

In the eastern portion of the metamorphic area other rocks, presum- 
ably representing the upper portion of Division 2, and embracing 
limestones and dolomites of Lauren tian aspect, are met with in eastern 
Kings and Albert, forming two anticlinal ridges, which are separated 
by the rocks of Division 4. 

The rocks of Division 3 are most extensively exposed along the Division 3. 
county line of St. John and Kings. Their eastern limit is in the 
northern part of Mechanic settlement in Kings county, where the 
pctrosilicious and slaty portions are found apparently resting upon 
strata which bear some resemblance to those of Division 2, from 
which, however, they are in places sepamted by intrusions of dionte 
and possibly by faults. West of Donegal settlement the i*ocks of this 
group increase rapidly in breadth, and on the Shepody road, where 
they are well exposed between Hammond River and Londonderry post 
office, they have a superficial breadth of about seven miles. Over 
portions of this area, however, as in Long and Filamaro settlements, 
they are in part covered and concealed by the schistose and amygda- 
loidal beds of Division 4, which also flank them upon their northern 
and southern sides. At Handford Brook and thence westward to St. 
John, the Huronian rocks are separated into two belts by the Primor- 
dial Silurian (Cambrian), and they are also covered over, on the east 
side of St. John Harbour, by the Mispeck Devonian. With the possible 
exception of Mechanic settlement, no instances of direct superposition 
of the rocks of Division 3 on those of Divisions 2 and 1 have been 
observed. As, however, the rocks of that division, being largely made 
up of volcanic or semi-volcanic material, are extremely variable in 
thickness and character, but little stress can be placed upon their 
absence, while the distinct superposition of Division 4 upon Division 
3, as well as upon Division 2, leaves no reasonable doubt as to their 
true succession. 

The relations of Division 4, the so-called former Coastal gi'oup, to the Division 4. 
pctrosilicious rocks of Division 3 are well seen along either of the roads 
running southerly or south-easterly across the county of St. John, but 
especially along the line of the St. Martins and Upham railway, between 
XJpham and Quaco, or on the Lower Quaco road either side of Blooms- 
bury Mountain. In passing from the one to the other at these seveitil 
points, there is often, though not always, a somewhat abnipt change of 
dip, the higher beds, or those of Division 4, dipping at a much lower 
angle than the beds upon which they rest, while along the same line of 
contact it is not uncommon to find masses of coarse breccia conglomer- 
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the Silurian. The difficalty was further increased by the oocnrrence 
at a variety of point<«, as well in Washington county, Me., as in this 
prr^vince, of fossils of Silurian aspect in rocks apparently forming 
a jK^rtion of the Kingston iserie#, and under circumstances which 
MHtmt^l U) jtfAni to this as their proper horizon. Thus, along the south 
f'iMiif, side of the I>ing Reach, fos»il corals and other forms were found by 

Mr. Matthew in 1878 to occur in a band of felspathic ash rocks, singu- 
larly like some of those in the Huronian of St. John county, and which 
had an apparent dip which would seem to constitute them the lowest 
mcmlKT of the rocks of the Kingston peninsula. Subsequent investi- 
/(ationH, however, served to show that these Silurian beds abut uncon- 
formally against the crystalline rocks of the peninsula, and are of 
mnch more rcci^nt age. In consequence of this discovery the typical 
ami crystalline rocks of the Kingston series, compared in earlier 
rcjKjrts with the Upper Silurian, were in 1878 referred back to their 
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original ix)sition, and are here represented as pre-Cambrian (Huronian). 
A similar plan has been adopted in the case of the rocks of the Letite 
peninsula with their extension through Deer and Cainpo Bello islands ; 
but as to these the authors feel less confident, they presenting impor- 
tant points of difference in comparison both with the typical Huronian 
and the Kingston group, while in some of their features they recall the 
rocks of northern Charlotte and Queens counties, to be presently 
noticed under the designation of Cambro-Silurian. 

Compared with the typical Huronian of St. John county, the true 
Kingston rocks appear to include both Divisions 3 and 4. (Rep. 1877-78.) Kingston group 
Between these and the rocks of Letite peninsula, referred to above, River, 
there is in Charlotte county an axis of older rocks, which, from the 
occurrence of limestones in Frye's Island, and other lithological features, 
may represent a second pai*allel belt of rocks equivalent to the so-called 
Laurentian of St. John. It may bo traced from the head of the Long 
Beach, near the mouth of Jones' Creek, south-west to the L*Etang 
Harbour. The extension of the Kingston group (Division 5) west of the 
St. John River presents precisely the same character as is seen on the 
east, being composed principally of felsite, felsite schist and diorite. 
These rest upon the northern side of the syenite and gneiss axis of the 
Laui'entian (report of 1870-71), with a dip of N .W. < 70°, and show an 
exposed breadth along the river of about three miles. The rocks are well 
exposed on two roads running west from the river road to the Finlay 
settlement, about twa and a half miles ffom the river. On the more 
northerly of these two I'oads a reverse dip < S. 55° E. < 70° is seen, 
showing that the synclinal structui'e of the centre of the Kingston 
peninsula is maintained westward ; a little further west the dip again 
changes to the north-west, indicating the extension of the anticlinal 
which runs along the south shore of the Long Reach. Between 
Finlay settlement and Lepreau River the rocks of this group have not 
been traced, but on that river they again appear directly on the strike 
and present precisely similar characters. West of the Lepreau, good 
sections are presented along the St. Andrews post-road, as well as on 
the road leading down to the mouth of New River, the general dip on 
both these roads being S. 30° B. < 40°-70°. They extend in a continu- 
ous section to Bamaby*s Head on the west side of Lepreau Harbour, near 
the extremity of which is a reverse dip to N. 60° W. < 50°, which may 
possibly indicate the southern line of contact with the syenitic gneiss 
described in former reports as extending west from St. John to Lepreau. 

The eastern extension of the main ridge of Kingston rocks termi- Eastern 
nates at the road leading fi*om Norton station to Belleisle corner, when Kington Rookn. 
it becomes covered over by Lower Carboniferous sediments, which 
occupy the greater part of the Kennebecasis valley to the eastward ; 
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bnt ftt two point* at least Hm older nxkfl t-eappear nnd furm tlic rid^ 
' koown OS Jordan's and White's mowiUlnn in oast(>rn Kinpi oimotir, 
uid again at Indian If onntain, in Woatiinori'liiiiil, whuro tbe chHractorolK 
red Alsitea of the gronp appear. 

Another belt of pre-Gambrian rookH in t'onud cxUimUng along thf 
oounty line between Kings and Qneeni*. Thi-^ic ai-o of tlio nsuul ij-j* 
of fblsite, pebxwilflz, sdiist and f^tepiitiilc ash i-ock with congttitneT' 
ate. West of the St. John Siver tlioy ai-o kcoii in the prominctios 
known an Bine Koontain and Brokfr-Kouk, an welt an seToi'al other hi)l> 
in* the vivinify of Jones' Greek. These hills ure principally compcwd 
of highly CTyBtatUne fdait^ the derpreHsiotiH boing tilloil with fossilifcr 
OQB Silnriau rooks resting nnconformably ti[ion t iiom. On llic aasven 
side of the river, Hnronian rocks, which aro prnbably thu continustioc 
of tboee on the north ude of the Long Reaoli, cxa^nd up thu tojulh 
shore of Belleisle Bay and as fiu- east tm Snydor MountaiTi, beyond whiob 
^bey beoome obscured nnder the great maiulo of Carbon iforoiis rot-lo. 
In the vicinity of the Bast Scotch settlement, and on tho i-oiid to ttw 
BngUsh settlement, these pre^mbrian rxck^ have a breadlb of thro* 
to Soar miles, and comprise fehipathlc, micai'ooiiH and talvoHe »cbist, 
pebosilex and other felspathio roeku, witii Telaito ash conglomorais. 
Small areas occnr on Carmiohael'% fiyaiiK, and Lunn'a brooks, whitre 
the fdsite and schist are well expotsed, but tbc areas m-e limilud 
by the Lover Cfu-boniferons and Millsiono (4rit aei1imcnt«. In 
Qneens connty, in the puoeh of Wiokhaiu, lulBpatLiic and peu-usiUcooiu 
rooks with black elate occar, which form ridges, surronnded by the 
Cambro-Silurian bods of this vicinity. 

The general strike of all these ridges of pre-Cambrian rocks is very 
nearly N. 65° B, Their phjrsical charactera and detailed stmctnre 
have been given in former reports. (See reports of 1870-71, 1876-6, 
1876 77, 1877-7a) 

n. Cambrian, or Friuobdial Silorian. 

The rocks of this age are developed priocipally to the east of the St. 
John Eivor, They occupy basins or troagh-like depressions among the 
older hills of pr&Cambrian rocks. The early history of these rocks 
has been given in tho General Beport, 1870-71, under the heading of 
" St. John, or Acadian Group." Since thee their distribntion has been 
more carefully studied, principally by Prof. Bailey in 1877. They 
wore found to occur in six parallel bands, occupying basins, sometimes 
of considerable but at others of very limited ai-ea. The most northerly 
belt is seen on tbe St. John & Maine railroad, just south of Nerepis 
station. Hero tho rocks consist principally of tho purple sandstone 
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and conglomerate which constitute tlie biisal beds of this formation. 
The second area, which is also one of the largest in the southern part l>wtribution of 
of the province, is well developed along the north shore of the Long 
Eeach. It is seen about the motfth of the Nerepis and along the lino 
of railfoad at that point, and can be traced eastward along the shore 
as far as Caton's Island, when it is covered by the watere of the Eiver 
St. John, but reappeare again on the south side at the end of Gorham's 
Bluff. A further extension of these beds may possibly occur about 
Tenant's Cove, on the east side of the river. This suggestion was 
mentioned in the report of 1870-71, when the lithological resemblance 
of the rocks surrounding the cove to those of the St. John group was 
noted, but as no fossils have yet been found in this band it has been 
deemed best to include it in the Cambro-Silurian. Characteristic 
fossils of this group are found at several points along the Beach, 
notably at Caton*s Island and near Westfield church, in a small brook. 
Some of these have been determined by the late Mr. Billings, and 
descriptions have been published in former reports. Groing south and 
crossing the Kingston peninsula, we find the thii-d and fourth bands 
on the north and south shores of Kennebecasis Bay. The more north- 
erly of these occurs in small wedge-shaped basins on the eastern end of 
Kennebecasis Island, Milkish Head and Long Island, overlaid by 
Lower Carboniferous sediments and resting upon syenites of supposed 
Laurentian age. At the south side of the bay these rocks ai*e found at 
Sand Point and on the shore west of Torryburn station. They here 
dip towards the crystalline limestones, and their contact is probably 
marked by a fault. Crossing the ridge of syenitic gneiss of the Lau- 
rentian, we come to the fifth and most important area. This belt 
extends from the town of Carleton, west of the St, John Eiver, 
eastward to and beyond Handford Brook, a distance of over thirty 
miles, and with a 8ui*face breadth, in places, of from three to four 
miles in its widest portion. It is seen to rest upon the old ridges of 
the Coldbrook division of the Huronian. Fine sections are afforded at 
several points, especially at Handfoi-d Brook, in the eastern area, 
which have been given by Prof. Bailey. (See report for 1877-78, pp. 
18 and 31.) Characteristic fossils of this group may be collected at 
several places, notably at Handford Brook, Porter's Stream, Ratcliflb's 
Millstream, and in and around St. John city. 

The sixth and most southerly band of this group is found soutn of 
Loch Lomond, between the Black Eiver and Quaco roads. It consists 
of the usual fossiliferous black slates, and has a breadth of about 150 
feet only. Its extension eastwai-d through the Willow Grove settlement 
is seen overlying the Coastal rocks of Division 4. 

Besides these well recognized belts of Primordial or Cambrian rocks, ^^Jj aee 
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others whoso age is not ho certainly known are found;. one of thoMC, al- 
ready mentioned a« occurring about Tenant's Cove, has been described. 
Stratigraphically, it is apparently superimposed upon the pre-Cambrian 
belt, which extends along the north side of Belleisle Bay, and it is agaiu 
seen in the eastern part of the Scotch settlement, occupying a basin in 
the old pre-Cambrian rocks of that vicinity. The slates and shales are 
dark, and often ochreous, but no fossils have yet been discovered. 
Further north in Wickham, about one mile south of Golding's Landings 
black slates, which have been supposed to belong to this age, are seen. 
They apparently, in so far as examined, contain no fossils, but occur 
on the southern side of the pre-Cambrian ridge which extends eastward 
along the county line. 

Black slates, which apparently underlie the Upper Silurian of Oak 
Bay, in Charlotte county, are also found near the head of the bay, on 
the road from St. Stephen to St. Andrews, but, as in the rest of these 
undetennined cases, they have all been included in the general colour 
which represents the Cambro-Silurian. 

III. Caaebbo-Silurian. 

Dark argiiutes. The rocks included under this head comprise the dark argillite 
group which is largely developed in western and northern Charlotte 
county, as well as in southern Queens, west of the River St. John ; also 
a large body of what was in 1870-71 described under the head of Lan- 
rentian, and which was then considered an upper series or the equiva- 
lent of the Mental ban group of Dr. Hunt, and which occupies the 
south-western area of* Charlotte, in the parishes of St. Stephen and St. 
David. The greater part of the latter group is highly metamorphic, 
and consists of gneiss, quartzite, mica schist, hornblende, and actinolite 
schist, with some ai'gillite. It presents, in many respects, a sti-oug 
resemblance to the pre-Cambrian of other portions of the pi*ovince. 
This group is overlaid, near Oak Bay, by black slates, which have 
been compared to the St. John group, and which, in turn, underlie 
the fossilifcrous Silurian about the head of the bay. The slaty or 
(lai'k argillite portion occupies principally the northern part of the 
area and eastward, crossing into (Queens county, where it may be 
traced to the St. John River, at Hampstead, and across through the 

No fossils. parish of Wickham. Fossils have not been found in this group, and 
great uncertainty exists as to its exact horizon, some portions resem- 
bling closely the Silurian, and even seeming to shade off into the 
overlying supposed Devonian on its northern flank. As a group, 
however, it may be said to be intermediate between the pre-Cambrian 
and the fossil iferous Silurian. 



SOUTHERN NEW BRUNSWICK. * 9 D 

Eant of the St. John River, in Kings county, we have included in Beds of 
this group a variety of beds whose relations are not yet clearly made '*'*^®'^^° **^* 
out. Among these, in addition to the beds described on page 6 d 
under the head of Cambrian, are rocks, between Tenant's and Jones' 
Coves, a portion of which present marked Huronian characters, but 
which are so intimately associated with other slaty rocks that their 
separation is almost impossible. These rocks are described in the 
report of 18*70-71, page 70. Associated beds of bright silvery slate, 
black carbonaceous slate, chloritic *and petrosilicious rocks are also 
seen, but the country, in places, is so wooded, and the exposures so 
few from this cause and from the covering of drift, that their rela- 
tions are doubtful. For the present, therefore, it has been deemed 
advisable to include all these various rocks whose stratigi'aphical rela- 
tions are uncertain in our general group of Cambro-Silurian. In our 
examinations of this region fossils, of undeterminable forms, were dis- 
covei'ed, only at one point, on the back road near where it is crossed by 
the Pascobac, about three miles north-west of Callina corner. The 
beds here appear to occupy a narrow trough between ridges of pre- 
Cambrian rocks. 

IV. Silurian. (Upper Silurian of former reports.) 

The rocks belonging to this fonnation have not, with one exception, scarcely 
been recognised with certainty east of the St. John River. Certain J^tdPstJohn 
areas in Wickham were formerly provisionally assigned to this hori-^^*'- 
zon, but as no fossils have ever been found among them, and their 
lithological characters differ markedly from those of the fossiliferous 
beds, which are so largely developed west of this river, they have 
now been assigned to the Cambro-Silurian formation. It is possible 
that limited areas or patches may exist among the older rocks in that 
locality, but owing to the extensive covering of Lower Carboniferous 
beds that are superimposed upon the Cambro-Silurian and pre-Cambrian, 
any rocks of this age that may have been deposited have been concealed. 
"West of the St. John River, however, several Silurian areas occur in 
Queens, Kings and Charlotte counties. Of these, the most prominent 
is that extending west from the Mistake, on the St John River, along Areas west of 
the northern flank of the pre-Cambrian ridge north of the Long Reach, 
until it is terminated by the granites. These Silurian beds sweep 
around the eastern end of the granitic axis, and are seen occupying 
shallow basins in the vicinity of Jones' Creek, in Queens county, where 
they surround the bosses of Huronian felsite known as Blue Mountain 
and Broke-Neck, as well as others further west. Their northern limit 
can be fixed with considemble accuracy. On the St John River, at the 
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JCfltake, the beds are seen to chftnge their conne and to eactend dovi 
the Beach, where a narrow fringe is seen, holding fiMsils of this age, 
along the eastern shore from the month of Bostwiok's Brook to 
Garter's Point. They are here seen abutting against the older roeb 
of the Kingston peninsola, and their nnoonformability ia well maifai 
They probably rest upon the Gamfarian beds which are developed along 
tibe western shore of the Beach, and which, doubdesa, iorm. m ajnolinil 
occupying the eastern side of the river, the anticlinal being wdl 
marked on Caton's Island, on which the Silnrian beds rest anoonibnfr 
ably. The ^discovery of the Silnrian age of these beds ia dae to Mr- 
Matthew, who first found fbasils in them at Whelpley'a Pmit^ in 
Blmsdale. The character of the rocks, however, differ from the nsaai 
slaty aspect of the Silnrian, in being more of the nature of aah bedi^ 
resembling in many respects some of the rocks of preCSamfariaa age in 
the coast range. 

The characters- of the Silurian rocks w^t of the St John have been 
already described in the report of ISTO-fl. They contain abundance of 
fossils throughout their whole extent from the mouth of Jones* Creek, 
along the back road and the line of the St. John ft Maine (fivrmeriy 
Western Extension) railway. These beds are seen to change their 
character as they approach the granite, and to become more siliceooi 
and flinty, but the fossils can be easily distinguished even in their 
altered portions. North of the granite the extension of these beds 
has been determined in so far as the wooded character of the country 
would permit The stratigraphical relations of the fossiliferous SOn- 
rian to the Silnro-Cambrian, including the dark argillites, indicate that 
the former belongs to a higher horizon, and it probably lies in basins 
unconformably upon the latter. 

In Charlotte county tho principal ai*ea8 of Silurian are about the 
head of Oak Bay, around the eastern and northern shores of Passama- 
quoddy Bay, and about the islands and peninsula of L'Etang Harbour. 
The Mascarene series, described in the report of 18*70-71 as of uncertain 
ago, has been assigned to this formation on the evidence of fbasils 
found at Pembroke, in the State of Maine. (See report of 1874-75.) 
In former reports (1875-77) a portion of the Kingston group was 
assigned to this horizon, but subsequent examinations have referred it 
back to the Huronian, both on lithological and stratigraphical evi- 
dence. In so far as our examinations have extended in this province, 
the metamorphic rocks are generally found to belong to horizons older 
than Silurian, and when metamorphism has occurred among beds of 
Silurian ago its cause is generally local and the areas limited. More- 
over, tho Silurian beds, wherever mot with in tho southern and northern 
portions of the Province, are plainly distinguished by abundance of 
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fossils and a generally unaltered character, and in nearly every case 
they rest unconformably upon more or less metamorphic rocks. 

V. Devonian. 

The areas of Devonian occurring in southern New Brunswick may 
be stated as follows ; — 

1. A large basin, or double synclinal, east of St. John Harbour, occu- Areaiof 
pying the valley of the Mispec, with a southern area extending north- ^®^**'*""*' 
easterly across the Black River, near the forks of the East Branch. 

2. Isolated outcrops on Coal Creek and on Canaan River and North 
Fork, presumably of this age, but lacking evidence of fossils. 

3. Small areas about St. John and Carleton, with possibly Partridge 
Island. 

4. A small area about the eastern extremity of Spruce Lake, on the 
St. Andrews railroad. 

5. A belt stretching west from Musquash Harbour to Lepreau 
Harbour, in which is contained the so-called anthracite mine of Belas 
Basin, with a smaller detached area along the shore from By Chance 
Harbour to Dipper Harbour. 

5. A large area in the northern part of Charlotte county, embracing xypicai area, 
the former pale ai-gillite series and extending into Queens county. 

Of these the first, or area east of St. John Harbom*, may be styled 
the typical Devonian of the province. Its division and characters are 
Htiled in full in the report of 1870-71, the estimated thickness of the 
four divisions being given at 7,500 feet. This formation has a particu- 
larly rich fauna and flora, whose details have been very carefully 
worked up, principally by the late Professor C. F. Hartt The fossils 
especially abound in the Dadoxylon sandstone and Cordaite slate, the 
former containing, in addition to the plant remains, several cinistaceans 
and wings of insects. Many of the plant stems are graphitized, and at 
Belas Basin, in Lepreau Harbour, a bed of graphitic anthracite hfis 
been opened. 

West of the St. John Harbour, the principal surveys made on this Cowt west of 
formation, since the report of 1870-71, include the area extending iromHarfioSr. 
Musquash Hai'bour to Lepreau. On the coast west of Musquash, the 
rocks of this age are first observed about midway between Little Mus- 
quash and By Chance Harbour, where purple and grey sandstones and 
slates are seen skirting the eastern side of the harbour, dipping 
§. 80° E. < 15°-20°, and resting unconformably upon the crystalline 
limestones, syenite and felsite of the pre-Cambrian. From this point 
they occupy the shore as far as the west side of Little Dipper Harboui*, 
• being well developed about Chance Harbour. On the west side of 
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Little Dipper Harbour they are seen to dip oflf from the uoi'them 
flank of hard crystalline greenish and purple poi'phyritic felsitee of 
pre-Cambrian age, which occupy the extremity of the western side of 
the harbour, and which extend thence along the shore to the northern 
side of Dipper Harbour, where the Devonian rocks again touch the 
shore. These Devonian rocks are seen to occupy a shallow synclinal, 
theii* northern edge resting upon the pro-Cambrian (Laurentian) ridge 
that extends from St. John to Lepreau, and dipping southward at t 
low angle. The surface breadth of this belt is about one mile. Thia 
southern or coast area terminates just at the telegraph road to Point 
Lepreau. 

The northern or larger area has a maximum breadth of two and t 
half miles. It rests unconformably upon the Laurentian gneisses both 
on the north and south. At least two anticlinals, with several faults, 
are observable. Both the Dadoxylon sandstone and Cordaite slates are 
represented in this belt, the rocks being principally dark purple and 
grey sandstone and conglomerate, with bands of dai'k blackish grey 
slate and thin bands of purple, red and bluish grey limestone. The 
grey bods, which are often of a glassy quartzose character, form the 
base of the series in this direction, and represent the Dadoxylon 
sandstone of the Mispec section. 
ConUnuation On the Telegraph road, from the St. Andrews road to Dipper Har- 
toward preaa|^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^.^ ^^^^ ^ f^orm a sharp synclinal with a dip of S. 10° E. < 

*70° alon^ the northern margin about Musquash, which is reversed to 
N. 20° W. < 70° on the road to Dij)per Harbour. These ai^e overlaid 
by the purple sandstones and eongiomei'ates, with shales of the Coi-daite 
division, the contact being probably marked by a fault. These purple 
beds also form a synclinal, with their southern margin resting upon 
the sj'cnitic and porphyritic felsites of the ridge north of Chance Har- 
bour, over which they fold and again reappear on the slope of the hill 
overlooking the harbour, the crest of the ridge having been removed by 
denudation. This belt may be traced westwai'd without interruptioD 
to the waters of Lepreau Harbour, where it has an exposed breadth of 
about one mile, extending from the south side of Belas Basin to the 
north side of Boyle's Beach, on the north side of Ragged Head, ^t 
this place, as well as on the Little Lepreau, the broken character and 
faulted structure of these beds is well shewn. At the point where the 
Lepreau. road from Lepreau village to Hanson's coal mine crosses the Little 

Lepreau River, the grey beds (quartzites) which form the base of the 
formation in this area are seen to dip S. 15? E. < 00°, resting against 
the Laurentian syenitic gneiss. Going south, the dip changes to 
S. 10"^ E. •< 75*^, and at Little Lepreau Basin the contact of the grey 
and purple beds is observed with the same dip — S. 10° E. <; 75° 
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Crossing the narrow peninsula between Little Lepreau and BolasRookBin 
Basin, in which the coal mine is situated, we find the grey bods again C^reau mine. 
in contact with the purple, but this time apparently overlying them. 
This would indicate a slight overturn of the beds at this point, the dip 
being nearly vertical, or S. 10° B. < 80*^, by which the lower grey 
beds are brought into an apparently higher position. Crossing the 
bridge over the Belas Basin, the purple beds are again seen, in their 
rogulai' position above the grey beds of the Dadoxylon division, and 
apparently dip towards the syenites and limestones of the pre- 
Cambrian axis of Mace's Bay. At the south side of Boyle's Beach the 
grey beds of the Devonian are seen to be unconformably overlaid by 
the red conglomerates and sandstones of the Perry group at the base 
of the Lower Carboniferous, the dip of the former being to S. lO*' W. 
< 40°, and of the overlying beds N. 70° W. < 30°. Just at the 
water line, at the contact of the grey and purple beds on the north 
side of Belas Basin, the irregular deposit of carbonaceous shale 
and graphitic anthracite is found, upon which work has been carried 
on for the last four years. During this time several shafts have been 
sunk, the deepest of which in 1878 had reached 140 feet. The thick- 
ness of the seam is stated by the miners to be in places twenty feet, 
but by far the greater portion of this is carbonaceous shale of no value 
whatever. The western extension of this seam can be seen in. a small dmraoter of 
cove just beyond the entrance to the basin and just south of McPher- ®°*^ ■**™' 
son's house, where a fault is observed between the grey and purple 
beds, and a seam of black carbonaceous shale six inches thick is exposed. 
Another exposure occurs on the south side of the basin, and about one- 
fourth of a mile inside the head of the sea-wall, where a thin seam of 
black carbonaceous clay or shale of no value is seen at the contact of 
the porphyritic folsites and the red conglomerates of Point Lepreau. 

At the mine, two of the shafts were sunk on the main seam ; one of Lepreau mine, 
these followed the inclination of the beds. In the first 110 feet the 
inclination was to the north at an angle of eighty degrees, when .it 
bent round to the southward and continued at the same angle. This 
would tend to confirm the supposed overturn which was noticed in 
these beds at the surface. The harder portions of this seam, or the 
coal proper, burn readily with a good draught until the carbonaceous 
matter is consumed, leaving a large quantity of reddish ash. Ana- 
lyses of samples from its outcrop, by Dr. Harrington, gave 36.88 
per cent, of ash, and the quality in going down does not appear to 
improve. From its position* in the Devonian, in connection with its 
graphitic character and irregular occurrence, it is exceedingly doubtful 
if coal of sufficient purity for marketable purposes will be obtained. 

This locality was first noted by Dr. Gesner in his reports to the New 
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Brunswick govommenl, and iittcntion wae drawTi by him (o Ai 
occurrence of the coal iu what -he then coiiBidei-od to be rooks of Ai 
age of the New Red Sandstone. From the raetk at Bagged IW 
beautifully pi-ceorved specitnena of Devonian plants are ob 
many of which are graphitizod. Bome of these buvo been dwcriW 
(See report of 1870-71.) 
Fltnil»r eoal io ^ Similar case of the ocourrcnco of anthracite in rocks of presuW 
• Devonian age may be mentioned as existing in the states of Maawiii 
setts and Rhode Island, and is described in the report of Dr. Blwsr. 
Hitchcock on tho Geology of Masnaobunetts for 1841, In this h«d« 
cribes the occurrence of coal of precisely eimilar character to 
Lepi-eau, glaaed with plumbago, and occasionally converted inta lb 
mineral i very irregular in its distribution, and in rocks Iitbologin> 
resembling those in which tho Lepreaii mine is situated. These roch 
which probably correspond with the grey (lunrtzitea of the New Bm* 
wick Devonian, he caractoriEes as gri-ywacke and greywacke fisiA 
while the other members of the Devonian are represented by soft bbt 
brown and grey shales, elates and sandatones. Although report* a 
this coal at the time of its discovery were quite favoarable, it dn 
not BOem to have been ever worked with any degree of soccess, udk 
lai'ge percentage of ash, as with tho Lepreau anthracite, was praM^ 
fatal to its auceoesful development. 

The largest area of rocks of this age is that occurring in the nortiuo 
part of Charlotte county, and estending eastward into Queens coonij 
These rocks have been described in the report of 1870-71, and arc b1* 
briefly mentioned in the report of lti76-77. They comprise the fame 
so-called pak- argillite group. They are superimposed npon ('amhr- 
Silurian rocka, and extend from the St. Croix River, near Spragcc 
Falls, to the Ch.arlotte county lint', and thence into York, At the li» 
of contact the dips are nearly vortical, but there is in placett an ap[«r 
ent conlbrmability between the dark argillite portion of tho Camtm- 
Silurian and the series under discussion. It is probable, however, tbtt 
faults occur at the line of contact, as the beds of fossiliferous SUorii 
well developed aliout Oak Bay, on the south side of tho Cambro-Silnntt 
belt, are entii-oly wanting along the northern margin. The Devonis 
age of these rocks has been based by Mr. Matthew upon tho occorrenw 
of remains of Lepidodendron found in Cox's Brook, a small brand) 
the Magaguadavic River, as well as from certain graphitic films, sop 
posed to be the impression of fern leaves, found in the eaetem extensia 
of these beds into Queens county. They also possess many points ti' 
resemblance, lithologically, to the typical Devonian of Mispec, «i"i 
hence they have been pt-ovisionally assigned to this horizon. Their 
exact I'elations have not aa yet been determined, the unfbyoonUt 
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\ natui*e of the country rendering their examination, except at distant 
k intervals, very difficult, and they may be therefore stated as resting 
ti unconformably upon rocks presumably of Cambro-Silurian age, and 
if underlying the Lower Carboniferous sediments which suiTound the 
k central Cu*boniferous basin. 



VI. Lower Carboniferous. 

The general distribution of the Lower Carbonifoi*ous of Queens and Genomi 
Sunbury counties has been stated in the report of 1872-73. The forma- **^'*'"^"^***°' 
lion, as seen in these counties, differs largely in the character of its 
sediments fi'om its recognised development in the southern and easteni 
areas, in the presence of large areas of trappean and other volcanic 
rocks, soft felspathic ashes or clayic^tone, as well as hainler felspathic 
beds. These are found not only along the southern boi-der of the cen- 
tral Carboniferous basin, but are seen obtruding through the gi*ey sandy 
beds around the head of Grand Lake, forming hills and ridges oft^n of 
considerable elevation, which furnish conspicuous landmarks in the 
otherwise generally level surface. In the counties of Queens and Sun- 
bury the rocks of this age form generally a margin of no great breadth 
around the southern edge of the coal basin, but in Kings they spread 
out and occupy the greater part of the valley of the Kennebecasis Bay 
and River, having an exposed breadth in some places of twenty miles. 
East of Penobsquis station, on the Intercolonial railway, they are 
covered by the grey beds of the Millstone Grit, but to the westwaixl 
they extend beyond the St. John River. The basin-shaped character 
of this formation is \7ell-mai*ked ; the rocks lying unconformably upon 
the pre-Cambrian, Cambrian and Devonian beds. Areas of less extent 
exist among the pre-Cambrian hills of Kings and Albei*t, and in the 
latter county they sweep around the eastern extremity of the pre- 
Cambrian ridge at the Albert Mine, and thence extend down the valley 
of Demoiselle Creek and westward along the shore to the mouth of 
Point Wolf River. Smaller patches are likewise found at the mouth of 
Goose Creek and Martin's Head, in St. John county, and at the latter of 
these places there is a deposit of fibrous gypsum of considerable extent. 
In Chai'lotte county this formation is but sparingly developed. The 
deposits of Lepreau and St. Andrews, with outliers about the shores of 
Passamaquoddy Bay, are the principal. These ai*e interesting as con- 
taining in their lower portions fossils of Devonian type, while the 
beds themselvee are unconformably superimposed upon the true Devo- 
nian, and otherwise possess the characters of the Lower Carboniferous 
rocks, the several members of which, as developed in southern New 
Brunswick, may be described in descending order as follows : 
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Sabdirifion. 1* B^ ^ud g^Y oonglomei-ates, with thin reddish shales and bedid 
g^'psum, and flaggy, often bituminous, limestone. 

2. Bed and grey calcareous and argillaceous beds in frequent ilto^ 
nations, with thin conglomerates, and heavy beds of rubbly browniik 
rod and fine-grained shales towards the top. 

3. Grey and red conglomerates of vai-ied compoeitioD, with beds if 
greyish and brownish oil-bearing micaceous and bitaminous sandstOM 

4. Calcareous and bituminous shales, grey and dark brown, inclndiic 
the so-called Albert shales, with an underlying set of greemsh-fftj 
conglomerates. This series is overlaid unconformably by reddish cr 
brownish sandy shales, which form the basal beds of No. 3. 

norison of^ Stratigraphically, the beds of Albert shales, or Division 4, as defit 

oped in Albert and Westmorland counties, may belong to a lower hiom 
than the Carboniferous, and may constitute an upper portion of tli 
Devonian, but the prevailing fossils, both fishes and plants, seem ft 
indicate a Lower Carboniferous age. Bituminous shales, howerc 
are found to occur interstratifiod with undoubted Liower Carbonifif^ 
ous sandstones and conglomerates further west in Kings countj, a 
the South Branch of the Kennebecasis, as well as on the Soutb-wal 
Branch of Trout Creek. On the latter stream the felsites of the moM' 
tain are overlaid by red conglomerates and limestones, dipping noA 
wai-d at an angle of 20°. These, at the road crossing to TkA 
Valley, contain an intoi-stratified band of highly bituminous shalesil 
the same type as those of the A 1 boil Mines and Elgin, with numa- 
ous sealtered romains of tlie genus PnUvoniscus. They ai-e agais 
brought up by a fold Jiboiit one mile down the South-west Bi-anch, U)i 
are associateil with the onlinary red sandstones and conglomerate* 
that mark the rocks of this age. Further down on Ward's Creel 
aljout one and a (juarter miles south of Sussex station, the* 
bituminous shales are ai^ain brought to the surface by another 
undulation. Further west, alH>ut two miles below Norton station 
the extension of this anticlinal is seen on the post-road, where it 
crosses the Moosehorn Brook. North of the railroad the bituminotf 
shales have not been met with, hut on the road running west froo 
Butternut Kidge to Queensville, on Price's Brook, about ^ve mile 
west of the Bidge Corner, bituminous limestones similar to those ci 
llillsboro' and the Albert Mines are seen, and would lead to the inlef- 
ence that the shales extend in a ])road sheet across the intervenine 
country, brought up at intervals by the series of gentle undulations 
which have atleetcd the rocks of the central basin. In addition to ttt 
localities already described, as well as those mentioned in the report oJ 
1876-77, in Albert and Westmorland counties, shales of this character 
are met with on the South Branch of the Kennebecasis, about six miles 
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^JBrom I'cnobHquiti station. They arc here reported to contain a vein of 

^■Ibertite. Another deposit in Mechanic settlement is very interesting, 

.and occurs on what is known as the Haley farm. Here Lower Car- 

' _ boniferous sediments appear in a depression among the green chloritic 

^dates of the pre-Cambrian series. These slates dip N. 65° W. < 50°, and 

disclose a narrow trough-like basin ninety paces in width, filled in with 

"•^greenish-grey conglomerates, the pebbles of the old slates and other 

^ iaetamoi'phic rocks being cemented together with a fine dark paste, f\ill 

^ <rf particles of albertite, and interaected by very fine seams of the same. Aibertite in 

:^ An irregular vein of albertite occurs in a fissure among these conglome- ©Wer roc*"* 

^ rates, no shales being visible, but the deposit is very limited, and may 

■^ be styled a local pocket rather than a regular vein. A crack in the 

* older slates, however, which underlie the bituminous beds, has become 

* filled with albertite, which at first sight almost looks as if it had been 

* iDJected from below along a line of fault, but it has probably been 
s filled by infiltration ; and on Martin's farm, on the north side of the 
' • road, the granitoid rocks which there underlie the Lower Carboniferous, 
-^ disclose the same peculiarity, being impregnated to the depth of an 

■ eighth of an inch with bitumen, while the numerous joints which inter- 
a> sect the rock are also filled with particles of albertite. As the bitumi- 
^ nous matter has been shown, in former reports, to belong to the Lower 

■ Carboniferous strata, we must, of necessity, infer that the albertite or 
3 bituminous matter in the granitoid and slaty rocks has been derived 

^ i from the overlying bituminous shales and conglomerates. Economic- 
^ ally speaking, this deposit is of no value. 

* In the report of 1876-77, the distribution of the Albert shales in Exploration 

■ western Albert was given, and their similarity to the albertite- 
ii producing beds of the Albert Mines led to the formation of a company 
s in 1876 for the purpose of proving this area by boring with the 
I diamond drill. A number of holes were put down about Elgin and in 
\ Mapleton, but no traces of albertite were found. Although the charac* 
•i ter of the beds is identical with those of the Albert Mines, both in 
e lithological aspect and in the presence of bitumen, yet the physical 
: features of the two areas are very different. No strongly marked 

anticlinals occur in the beds in the western part of the county, like 
that seen at the Albert Mines, nor does the general character of the 
formation tend to warrant the expenditure of any considerable sum of 
money in underground exploration. From our examinations of the 
whole area occupied by these shales, we can only say that we consider 
the occurrence of albertite at the Albert Mines due almost entirely to 
peculiar local conditions that, so far as we have seen, do not exist else. 
where to the same extent. The explorations carried on at Beliveau 
and Taylorville during the past four years tend to confirm this opinion. 



£. i-'t\--\L **. avrr "9 »^±%xs^a. 



T>*'» n *.!•» 



T>.r :..-*r '•::[• -c. a£i: •r-«i-i •■•«:* •>HrarT»*t>!<' -x" ciie fonocr auBenl lie 

I: hArt 1 vnz f>«n t .ric«»i iritn Taryinz •a«e*^ ami m ruing on U » fdllii 
pr>zTe-. Itrt pt>i:;'-jc L* ii«ir the eoaUi!: -rf the I»wer CMHboBifcfOW 
/:f>oi*->rri«ra:ft. vA liTc^^VTi-fl. -arith the fckiies and «laa» of tlie pw- 
CAmhrlar. rMi-r;. A: •'^3J.>> H^r^i al^> a *maJ\ depant ocean in rock 
or th^ I>vTrrr CaH:« 'rilrVn-a'* xr^>. f»reparati*>o* for woridn^ wittck «f 
alredfiv r^inz in^i*^ •'-•n -^aitrj a larje ?«.-aie- *!>n ilie cast side uf Sifr 
J;tiry Bay. iri Alr-rrt ci-TLn'.y. there ::• 2is*j a «maU depont near tk 
cofita^rt or' th«i: Jj*-JFi:r CaH^jriirerjo* aai Triapt-ic saDdstooesy and s 
iI;li-<iAl^. afci>::r rivf, mile- --jnth-we^i of Elgia c»>nier- Large pieces a 
li ri'; ore are picket i up. Kat the vein ha.^* n«>t yet been di^coTered. Baj 
rnALifarj'Er-i^ aL-«> /yrirtiry at variijiu p>int«. bat no depot^ittf of ny 
jiartir-alar Tain*; hare Jjeen foand. 
Irjrc«r-An'»«i f^inrii^ r.h*; time that the roct* of Lower CarbooiferDiis age w«ft 
clrv1l*>rt'-** ^/ein:r d^irp'r-it^l, vii^Ient dL^tarbance» occarred. Tkeee appear to hire 
Ur*:h qriitc I^jcal aud to have aifected principally the rock» in Albert 
county, where the lower portion of the formation has been extensiTcij 
foid*>i and faalte*i. an^i in places penetrate*! by dykes of igneotu rocki 
The upper member*, however, occur in nearly horizontal beds. In the 
central or King>* county baein the nx'ks of this formation lie in sevcni 
loll-- but do not irive evidence of any extensive disturbance. At Qoaco. 
th»r Jy^A-er Carbon ifer'^ns limestones have l»een penetrated by dykes ui 
tmj/ or' !ar:r»f -iz**. [froJ-ably of Trias»ic a^e. by which the lime;^tODe^ 
liar.: \j^'ru triro'.vn irit'^ an anticlinal and chansTtr^i to a highly crystaliiuc 

fv,-,ii». Ov-r mariv parts of the area covered by the rocks of this formatioo. 

fo— il- pw-uiiar to the time are found. Reference has already been made 
to tho I'^--j1 ti-he-i of the irenus Pali:Eon'.S'?u$, which are so plentifo! 
in -omc portion- of the Albert shales. In 1877. among the specimens 
obtairicd from thir* l^:flt, was a new species, which has been described 
by ]Yiri<ipaI Da '.v. -on under the name of P. modulus, and figured in the 
apj^on'Iix to the Acadian Geology. Beautiful specimens also oocar in 
noirif; of the n^j^Juler^ from the shales, one of which, in nearly perfect 
ron'litior!, measured 10 inche^ in length and 3J- inches in breadth, the 
hrea/lth at the dorsal fin beinir :t]x)ut equal to that at the shoulder, aihl 
dimini-hiriLT rapidly to the tail. In this specimen th3 crystalline lens 
of the eve i^ pieserved in calcite, and shows its structure. This is 
e-pe<ially interesting, as being the lirst instance known of the 
]>r'-' rvatir;n of the eye of a paheozoic fish. 

Among the limestones also, which constitute a considerable portion 
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of the formation, especially in its upper part, specimens of Terebratula 
strata And T. sacculuSjW'iih other forms, occur. Good localities for these 
are at Eush Hill, in Wickham, and at Hampsteajd, on the shore of the 
St. John Eiver, a short distance below Otnabog Lake. Many of these 
have been mentioned in the report of 1870-71. 

VII. Middle Carboniferous. 

In addition to the remarks on this group in the report of 1870-71, a Subdivisiona. 
special report was published, having reference principally to the Grand 
Lake coalfield, in 1872-73. The group was then subdivided into Mill- 
stone Grit, Middle Carbon ifemus and Upper Coal Measures, though on 
no very.good grounds, as no distinct line of demarcation between any 
of the groups can be drawn, and it now ^eems highly probable, from 
investigations made since that report, both from the character of the 
rocks as compared with those of Cape Breton and Kova Scotia, as well 
as from the Millstone Grit age of many of the fossils from the Grand 
Lake and elsewhere, that the great bulk of the sediments composing 
the central Carboniferous basin of the province, as well as those along 
the southern shore, are of Millstone Grit age, and that the higher 
members of the formation, if ever deposited, have been since denuded. 
The general horizon tality of the measures would indicate an almost General aipect 
entirely undisturbed condition of things since the deposition of the 
beds in the central area, and would lead one to infer that the Carbonif- 
erous rocks of central and eastern New Brunswick, although spreading 
over a great area, are not only veiy thin but probably constitute simply 
the western shallow border of the great Carboniferous basin which 
underlies the waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and which is 
bounded by the southern shore of the Gasp^ peninsula on the north, 
and by the high ridge of the Cobequid Hills and the coast ranges of 
western Cape Breton on the south and east, and upon which the Trias- 
sic sandstones of the Island of Prince Edward were subsequently depos- 
ited. One might, on this hypothesis, reasonably expect to find more 
favourable conditions for the occurrence of thicker seams of coal along 
the eastern coast of the province, where these rocks are more closely 
associated with the productive measures of Nova Scotia, but this area 
has never been proved, and only very general surface examinations 
made at one or two points. 

The area, as contained in the counties of Queens and Sunbuiy, has Explorations 
been pretty thoroughly explored. Borings with the diamond drill 
were carried on at a number of points from 1872 to 1876. The local- 
ities tested by this means were Newcastle bridge ; Newcastle Creek, 
on the shore of Grand Lake^ about one mile below the steamboat land- 
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iii^; Otnabog Bridge; Clonon, on tho headwaters of the Nerepis Siver; 
Three-Tree Creek, and Tracy. The deepest of these boring (600 foci) 
was made at Three-Tree Creek, while in the Grand Lake area the 
holes ranged from 170 to 400 feet. In no case did these bore-holes dis^ 
close the existence of any lower seam of coal, and it is quite evident 
that in this area at least this mineral is confined to what is known St^ 
The • Surface *^® " Surface Seam." The extent of this seam, however, is great 
Seam/ Besides the frequent outci*ops along the Newcastle Creek, Salmon 

Eiver and Salmon Creek, and Coal Creek, which constitute properly 
the Ornnd Lake coal area, other exposures, which may be the southern 
outcrops of the same seam spreading over a larger area, are fouoU. 
Among these the most westerly is on the North- West Brauch of the Oro- 
mocto, about one and a half miles above the mouth of the Yoho Stream, 
where, in the cliff, a seam of four to five inches is disclosed, dipping at 
a moderate angle to the north-east, and which probably marks its west- 
ern limit. Further east, a continuation of the same seam is reported 
on the Mei*sereau Brook, near its forks with the Oromocto, and again 
about three miles up in a small branch from the south. It next 
reappears in Clones, on the head waters of the Nerepis, and has here 
been pi*oved by the diamond drill, with a thickness of about 10 inches, 
though reported in one place at 30 inches. East of the St. John RWer 
the only outcrop known is near the mouth of Long's Creek, on Star- 
key's place, where it has a thickness of 10 to 12 inches, but very impure. 
The Carboniferous beds sweep around the eastern extremity of the pi-e- 
Cambrian ridge that extends along the county line of Queens and Kins^ 
and fill in a part of the basin or valley of the Kennebecasis ; and at one 
place at least, Dunsinane, between Penobsquis and Anaganco, on the 
Intercolonial, they contain a seam of impure coal of the usual thick- 
ness, 18 to 20 inches, and resembling in character many of the outcrops 
in (^uoons county. It is probable that all these outcrops l>eloiig to the 
same horizon, and on this supposition this seam, thin as it is, from its 
QaantUy of sprcadinf^ovcr so great an area, would contain an enormous quantity of 
coal. Assuming the average thickness of the surface seam around the 
head of (irand Lake at 20 inches, and allowing the available yield of 
coal for a seam one foot thick to be 1000 tons per acre, we have fi-oni 
the coal basin of Newcastle and Coal Creek, and Salmon River, which 
may bo stated to contain about 100 square miles, a total available yield 
of coal, due allowance being made for waste, of over 100,000,000 tons for 
this limited area alone. As this seam is worked, and it is to be supposed 
profitably, by the present owners of the ditferent mines, at a number 
of points over the area, it may fairly be presumed that, with economical 
management and a proper system of working, a large portion of this 
enormous quantity might be profitably extracted. If we consider alsc) 
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that this seam has been found at a great number of points, not only 
around the entire rim of the Carboniferous basin of the province but 
also at various places in its interior area, leading to the supposition 
that it covere an area of several thousands of square miles, the quantity 
of coal underlying the surface, even if no lower seams should be disco- 
vered at any point in the Carboniferous basin, is enormous. 

The other areas occupied by rocks of this formation are but small. 
In southern Albert they ai'c seen to occupy the shore as far west as 
Herring Cove, with some few breaks which are occupied by rocks of 
Lower Carboniferous age ; this area is the westward extension of the 
lower part of the celebrated Joggins section, and the beds are in many 
places tilted up on edge and affected by faults often of considerable 
extent. About Quaco and to the west as far as Qaixiener's Creek, rocks 
of Millstone Grit aspect are seen overlying the red beds of the Lower 
Carboniferous ; and at Tynemouth Creek attempts have been made with 
a diamond drill to find coal, without meeting with any success. Li 
Charlotte county, the only known area is a small rim of the central 
basin, which extends across the northern line of the county. 

Triassic. 

The Triassic of southern New Brunswick is limited in extent, small Distribution 
areas only occurring in St. John county at Eed Head, Quaco and 
Martin's Head, while in Albert county there is a small patch on the 
east side of Salisbury Bay. In Charlotte county also, the western part 
of the island of Grand Manan is occupied principally by traps of this 
age, with a few exposures of red sandstone. The characters of the 
rocks at these various localities are described iu the report of 1870-71, 
and the only additional information on this subject since then has been 
derived from the deposit which occurs at Martin's Head. The deposit 
at this place was discovered in 1877, and is especially interesting as 
containing lignite. The rocks are soft dull-red sandstones, succeeded 
by soft greyish-yellow beds and soft broWh shales with thin bands of 
fine brownish conglomerate, which form a synclinal trough, resting 
u^on Lower Carboniferous sediments. The lignite is found principally Lignite, 
in the soft brown shales, and has been examined by Principal Dawson. 
He says : — ** The specimens ai'e of coniferous wood, with one large row 
of disks in the cells, and of the same type with silicified wood from 
Quaco, as also of the same type as JDadoxylon Edvardianum from 
PrinceEdward Island, and similar to fossil wood from the Mesozoic of 
Virginia. 

The Triassic of Quaco is confined to a small margin along the coast 
at the Head and in the vicinity of the village. At the Head, the soft 
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red 82in<lHl()ne8 of this ago are Hceii to abut directly agaiiiHt the conglo- 
merates of the Lower C'Urboniferous, their contact being indicatod by a 
well-marked fault, which may, in the section through the village, be 
concealed by drift, or they may lie in shallow unconformable basins of 
very limited area upon the Lower Carboniferous beds. 



Syenite, Diorite, Felsite, &c. 

An extended report on these rocks is deferred ponding thoir micros- 
copic examination, but their general distribution and modes of occur- 

Syenite. renco may bo briefly stated. Syenites of different characters and age 

are found at various points in southern New Brunswick. The largest 
area is occure in the county of Charlotte, and has been described in the 
report (G. S. C.) for 1870-71 under the head of Nerepis Granite. It 
has been considered as of probably intriusive character, and its age 
as probably about the close of the Devonian. Scattered or detached 
bosses also occur at points throughout the western portion of the 
country. In places, as it approaches the slaty rocks on either side, it 
is seen to shade off or to merge into a body of felsite or granalite, 
which, in turn, appears to graduate through petrosiliceous rocks into 
fossiliferous Silurian or other rocks. Neai* the contact of the Silurian 
beds also, the slates have been metamorphosed and crystals of 
andalusite and staurolite produced. 

This belt extends eastwai-d into Queens county. Its prevailing 
colour is pink or reddish, but at the St. John Eiver, below Hampstead 
villa«^e. wliere a considerable area of syenite rocks, probably a spur of 
the larLCO mass to the west, is found, the colour is generally ^rey, 
though pinlc shades also occur. This granite is extensively quar- 
ried for building purposes; while in the main area, in the vicinity of 
St. George, in Charlotte county, extensive quarries are carried on, — a 
large quantity of the stone being polished. The St. George works 
have been described in the report of Mr. G. F. Matthew, 1876-77. 

Granite. Throughout the groat belt of metamorphic rocks of pre-Cambrian 

age, syenites, gi*anites and diorites are found. Of the syenites many 
are evidently of metamorphic origin, the gradual passage fi*om chlor- 
itic slates, through schists and felsites, being plainly visible. They 
are often chloritic or talcose, and have been described in former 
reports under the head of protogine, but pinkish and gi^ey granites 
and syenites are also common. These differ from the former in charac- 
ter, and often occur as dykes or veins. In the limestone, or upper 
j)ortion of the so-called Laurentian, in the vicinity of the Kennebecasis 
liay, these syenites are froc^uently seen cutting the limestones as well 
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an the overlying Cambrian Blatos. No attempt ha«, however, been 
made to Heparate them on the map from the other pre-Cambrian rocks, 
as they are in many places so intimately associated as to render their 
distinct delineation on so small a scale an impossibility. 

Diorites are found at various points throughout all the formations l>iorit«. 
from the Laurentian to the Triassic inclusive. They are abundant in 
the pre-Cambrian, especially in Division 5, the former Kingston, a 
large portion of which is made up of apparently intcrbedded felsitc 
and fine-grained diorite. In some places the diorites are very coarsely 
granular and contain much magnetic iron in grains, as at the Scotcli 
settlement, in northern Kings county, and on the Poliet Eiver, south 
of Elgin corner, in Albert county, typical diorites some of which are 
almost black from the abundance of hornblende, are found at Mechanic 
settlement post office and westward, while throughout the pre-Cam- 
brian belt north of Quaco and elsewhere diorite and dioritic ash-rock, 
with amygdaloid, are very frequent. It has, however, been thought 
better not to attempt the separation of all the areas of these intrusive 
i-ocks on so small a scale, as their exact limits cannot be determined 
definitely from the unfavourable nature of the country. 

In the Lower Carboniferous also, rocks presumably of intmsive Owl^foroua 
character are found not only ai'ound the southern edge of the central intnariona. 
Carboniferous basin, but at various scattered points of the basin itself. 
They often obtrude through the genei-ally flat beds of the Carbonifer- 
ous in dome-shaped hills or ndges of dolerite, while felsitic ashes and 
hard crystalline felsite also occur; the most prominent area of these 
latter rocks is seen in the northern portions of Charlotte county, 
whence they extend aci^oss into Sunbury. These intrusions were 
probably not later than the middle of the Lower Carboniferous period. 

In the Triassic also, as at Quaco, intrusions of trap similar to that 
of the North Mountain range of Nova Scotia are seen breaking 
through the Lower Carboniferous limestones of the Head. The area 
is, however, but small. A general description of the dioritic rocks 
of the Lower Carboniferous is given in the report of 1872-73. 



ECONOMIC MINEBALS. 

A full account of the economic minerals of the southern part of 
the province was given in the report of 1870-71, in so far as they 
were known at that time. Since then discoveries of more or less 
importance have been made, but nothing of any special value has been 
met with. 
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Iron. 

The only uow locality where this mineral has been found is on Deer 
Island, near Lord's Cove. The ore is a nearly pure magnetite of 
superior quality, and occurs in a vein from two to three feet thick in 
slates and conglomerates of pre-Cambrian age. It is exposed crossing 
a nari-ow promontory, and is only a few feet above tide level. 

Copper. 

The principal deposits of copper have been already described in the 
reports of 1870-71, and nothing has been done of late towai*ds the 
development of any of the localities therein mentioned. 

Manganese. 

Deposits of this mineral occur at several places in Albert, Kings and 
Westmorland. They may thus be described : — 

Shepody Mountain. — Deposits near the contact of pre-Cambrian chlo- 
ritic slates and Lower Carboniferous conglomerates, worked in former 
years quite extensively, but of late nothing has been done. 

East Side of Salisbury Bay. — Deposit near the contact of Triassic 
sandstone and Lower Carboniferous rocks, worked some years ago by 
the company owning the Markhamville mine, but shortly abandoned. 

Hopewell Corner. — Deposit near the contact of Millstone Grit and 
Lower Carboniferous ; about one mile west of Hopewell corner. 
Soon exhausted. 

Hillsdale. — About five miles south-east from Elgin corner. Deposit 
yet unexplored but fine surface indications. 

PetitcodfaCy about two miles north-west from Petitcodiac station. 
Near tlie contact of Lower Carboniferous limestone and gypsum, vein 
only about one inch exposed thickness. 

Jordan Mountain. — ^Near the contact of Lower Carboniferous sedi- 
ments with the pre-Cambrian of the mountain. Good surface indic^i- 
tions. Locality not developed. 

Markhamville. — Near the contact of Lower Carboniferous limestones 
and conglomerates with pre-Cambrian. Location long worked. Most 
extensive deposit Jis yet known in the Maritime Provinces. 

Quaco Head. — Deposit in Lower Carboniferous rocks. Not yet dev- 
eloped, but prepai'utions are now being made for mining at this locality. 

Henry's Lake. — Surface indications reported, but deposit not located. 
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Abgentifsrous Galena. 

Several localities are mentioned in the report of 1870-71 as affording 
galena in small qaantity. Of these, the only one that has been exam- 
ined for silver is that on Hammond Biver, at Wanamake's, which has 
been found to yield a fair proportion. 

A new locality, which was opened in 1878, is on the west side of 
Musquash Harbor, in Lanientian syenites. Here veins, of eight inches 
to one foot, of white quartz carry yellow sulphuret of copper and 
galena. The latter has been assayed by Dr. Harrington, and found to 
yield a li ttle over $14 to the ton. (See report of 1 877-78, p. 529.) The 
extreme hardness of the country rock and the smallness of the vein 
are against the profitable working of this location. 

Bituminous Coal. 

No new developments have been made in this department since the 
report of 1872-73. The amount annually raised varies but little, and 
no attempts have yet been made to carry on the mining in any more 
systematic manner. 

Anthracite. 

Within the last four years considerable money has been spent in 
developing the seam of anthracite which occurs in the Devonian rocks 
of Belas Basin, Lepreau. Four shafts had been sunk up to 1878, the 
greatest depth then reached being 140 feet, but the character of the 
coal did not seem to improve sufficiently to warrant the investment of 
any further capital. A similar deposit occurs at Clinch's post office, 
Musquash, in rocks of the same age and character, but this is of no 
value. The large percentage of ash — 36 per cent. — is strongly against 
the reported good quality of the mineral as a combustible, while its 
irregular distribution and impure character are also strong obstacles 
to its successful development. A large part of what has been called 
coal is nothing but carbonaceous shale, and this constitutes the bulk of 
the seam, the thickness of the harder or anthracite band being only a 
few inches. 

Albebtitb. 

With the exception of the deposit of this mineral at the Albert 
Mines, no body of albertite has as yet been found in quantity sufficient 
for working. Since the report of 1876-77 on this deposit, explorations 
have been carried on at several places. Borings were made at Elgin 
corner and Mapleton with the diamond drill in the Albert shale, but 
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-withoiit finding any trtoe of the ndneral tonglit* l^e vumi eztenibe 
QpenAoQB have^ however^ bem owried on fagr tlie BdUbrenn Uimg 
OompBXkj. At Beliyeaa a diaft has been put down to tbe depth of 8N 
ftet^ and tnnnele driven north and south aorqes the niaiieiiree^ withoii 
finding anything of importanoe. B(»inga were then tM^fon at TiKfl» 
TiBe, about one mile to the eaat^ since whicl^ we have not Waited tte 
eeene of operaticms. Bepcnta, however^ do not indfoate may great 
measmre of encoess. 

* 

GTFSOlf. 

Gypsiim oeoon at yariona pdnts both in Albert^ Weatmoriand and 
St John oonntieB; the d^odta of Hilkborongh have been deaeribed in 
the report of 1878-77, ainoe which new openisigB have been made at 
Hopewell Hill, where a splendid deposit <tf.the fibrous variety ooeors. 

At Ikwcett's Brook, abont two and a half miles ni^rth-weat <^ Betit- 
codiao station, a large depooit of the fibroos variety is foond, which 
has been locally worked fi>r agricultoral purposes for some yean. The 
qnal^y is excellent^ and Ihe deposit should be of consUeraUe value, 

• 

Gnijim. 

The granites qf Charlotte county, at many points, afford abundance 
of excellent stone fiir building and pdishing, but the quarries near St 
George, on the Msgagnadavic Biver, are as yot-the only localitieB which 
are worked. Full descriptions of these, with the polishing works, are 
given in the report of 1876-77, page 346, 

Infusorial Earth. 

Deposits of this substance are found occupying the bottoms of lakes 
in several places. Among these were specially noted two in eastern 
Kings county — ^Pellet Biver Lake, in Mechanic settlement, and Pleas- 
ant Lake, about six miles to the south-west The deposit in Pellet 
Biver Lake is said to be about four feet deep, and the earth is exceed- 
ingly fine, of a greyish-white colour when dry, and admirably suited 
for polishing the finest substances. The lake can be easily drained, or 
the substance can be removed with a shovel or small dredge. 
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Alfred E. C. Selwyn, Esq., F.RS., F.G.S., 

Director qf the Geological Survey qf Canada, 

Sir, — I herewith beg to lay before you the results of the work carried 
out in the Laboratory of this Sui-vey during the past year. It embraces 
all such analyses as were considered likely to prove of general interest. 
As will be seen, attention has been mainly directed to the examination 
of such minerals, etc., etc., as promised to prove of economic value. 
Such analyses or assays as have been made by my zealous Assistant, 
Mr. Fi'ank D. Adams, have in all instances been duly credited to him ; 
those not otherwise designated having been made by myself. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

CHEISTIAN HOFFMANN, 

Montreal, May 31st, 1880. 
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MISCELLANEOUS MINERALS. 



CYANITE. 

Prom the North Thompson Eiver, British Columbia. — Collected by 
Alfred R. C. Selwyn, Esq. 

The mineral was imbedded in a granular quartz which, in addition, 
contained a few scales of a silvery-white mica. It, for the most part, 
occurred in in the form of radiated columnar aggregates, the colour of 
which was in parts pure blue, passing into greenish-grey ; occasionally, 
but rarely, almost colourless — the other portions were of a uniform 
light bluish-grey colour. Lustre vitreous. Subtransparent Specific 
gravity, 3.6005. 

The material selected for analysis was found, after drying at 100^ C, of Cyanito. 
to have the fallowing composition : 

SiUca 36.288 

Alumina 62.254 

Ferric oxide 0.552 

Lime 1.064 

Magnesia 0.355 

100.513 

Previous to the finding of this specimen, cyanite was not known to 
occur in Canada. 
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LAZULITE. 

Found three-quarters of a mile east of the mouth of the Churchill 
Eiver, — District of Keewatin. Collected by Dr. B. Bell. 

Occurs massive in veins, having a maximum width of seven milli- 
metres, traversing a greyish- white, in parts milk-white, subtranslucent 
quartz. Colour fine deep azure-blue. Lustre viti^eous. Fracture 
uneven. Brittle. Streak white. iSubtranslucent. Hardness very 
nearly but not quite 5.5. Specific gravity — 3.0445. Before the 
blow-pipe colours the flame pale bluish-green ; swells up, whitens and 
falls to pieces, but does not fuse. 
Anaiysii The material upon which the analysis was conducted, although 

o ain xte. selected with great care, and apparently pure, was nevertheless found 
to contain 3.808 per cent, silica; in calculating the results this has 
been excluded ; the composition of the mineral dried at 100° C., then 
being as follows : 

Phosphoric acid 46.388 

Alumina 29. 140 

Ferrous oxide 2.091 

Magnesia 13.838 

Lime 2.829 

Water 6.468 

100.764 

This is the first time that this interesting mineral has been met with 
in Canada. 

GRAPHITE. 

In continuation of Report on Canadian Graphite {Report of Progress 
1876-77, ;>. 489). 

1. — DISSEMINATED GRAPHITE. 

Graphitic shale. — From Glendale, River Inhabitants, Inverness 
County Nova Scotia. Collected by Mr. Ilugh Fletcher. 

Colour bluish-grc}'. Lustre of fracture across the plane of deposi- 
tion, dull ; that of the fracture coincident with the lamination, sub- 
metallic glistening. The graphite is very evenly disseminated throui^h 
the rock ; it occurs in the form of minute scales of a steel-grey colour 
and metallic lustre. 
Analysis of This shalc was found to contain : 

disseminated 

mphite " from Graphite 13.965 

Nora Scotia. r. , ^^ « ►. 

Rock matter 85.799 

Hygroscopic water 0.23G 

100. 
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The graphite wan separated and weighed as such. On igniting the *« Disseminated 
powdered mineral it leaves a light reddish-white coloured residue. ^^^ 

2. — DISSEMINATED GRAPHITE. 

In their report on the geology of southern New Brunswick (Report 
ofProgi*ess 1870-71, p. 230), Messrs. Bailey and Matthew state that 
graphite or plumbago, in a finely divided state, is not unfrequently 
disseminated through the more altered rocks of the southern counties 
of that province, and at a few points is found in beds available for 
economic purposes. The largest of these are in connection with the 
rocks of the Laurentian system, in the vicinity of St. John, appearing 
at the Narrows of St. John Eiver, Lily Lake, and other points. At 
the old opening at the Falls, known as the "Split.Rock Plumbago 
Mine,'' the facilities for mining and shipment are all that could be 
desired. The mineral is extracted chiefly from one principal bed, with 
laterel deposits of minor importance. The working of the mine would 
appear to have been very uTcgular, having been abandoned from time 
to time ; considerable quantities have, however, been taken out since 
its first opening, notwithstanding which it is stated that there is no 
diminution of the supply, and that the quality of the mineral is better 
now than when operations were first commenced. 

A specimen of the disseminated graphite from the aforementioned 
"SpHt-Eock Plumbago Mine" was collected for me by Mr. Wallace 
Broad for examination; it had a loose shaly structure and readily 
parted into, although somewhat irregular, yet, more or less lenticular 
fragments. It was greyish-black in colour, had a submetallic lustre, 
and gave a black streak. This sample contained a rather large amount 
of pyrites, and although the greater part of this was confined to some 
few of the more earthy, and what might justly have been regarded as 
extraneous fragments, there was, nevertheless, a by no means inappre- 
ciable amount pretty evenly diffused through the graphitic rock 
proper. Specimens of this latter which had undergone lengthened 
exposure, were much weathered, had a greenish-grey colour and 
exhibited but a very feeble lustre. In preparing the material for 
analysis, the earthy fragments above alluded to, and which amounted 
to about six per cent, of the sample, were excluded. 

It was found to contain : • ^duSmiSLed 

imphite ** from 
Graphitic carbon 48.775 NewBnmBwick 

Bock matter 50.058 

Hygroscopic water 1.167 



100. 
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"DiMeminftM The graphitic carbon was separated and weighed as such ; it had a 
*'*'**^**'" greyish-black colour, was deyqid of lustre and apparently amorphous; 
when pressed in a mould the surface of the resulting form had a bright 
metallic lustre. 

This compressed graphite gave a fairly black and shining streak. 
The powdered rock leaves on ignition a light brownish-grey coloured 
residue. Ck>nRidering the high percentage of graphite contained in 
this rock, it appeared to me very desirable to ascertain if the dressed 
graphite prepared from this latter could be used in electrotyping or 
for the manufacture of black-lead-pencils. It would doubtless be 
adapted for some of the other purposes for which graphite is employed $ 
it has however, to be borne in mind that, in this instance, the cost of 
extraction would in all likelihood preclude its advantageous employ- 
ment for other purposes than those for which a suitable graphite com- 
mands a high price. Having extracted a quantity of the graphite and 
assured myself of its comparative freedom from foreign matter, samples 
of the same were forwarded to England for the purpose of having it 
practically tested. The gentlemen to whom it was sent-- and who, 
from their long experience in the employment of graphite, for the 
purposes above specified, may justly bo considered competent authoriUes 
— ^have favoured me with tiieir opinions upon the same, and these may 
be briefly stated as follows : 
Adapubiiity In the One case — ^that examination has shown the graphite to be of 
for the'^ann- fair quality and adapted for the manufacture of the commoner kinds 
pencils and for of lead poncils ; although its "quality and nature" does not equal, as 
e eciro ypinif. f^^^ j^g g^j (ability for pencil making is concerned, the graphite obtain- 
able in Bohemia and some other places. 

In the other — and as regards its employment in electrotyping — the 
trial did not give a very good result ; it was not considered so good as 
that which they were in the habit of using for this purpose. 

The graphite forwarded was under the most favourable conditions, 
that is to say, it contained only 0.16 per cent, of a light grey-coloured 
ash, and therefore, as far as purity was concerned, left nothing to bfe 
desired. That it should not have proved better adapted for the purposes 
for which it was specially tried, may be reasonably ascribed to its state 
of aggi'egation, and it is, in all probability, this physical character which 
was intended to be implied by the use of the above quoted words, 
"quality and nature." 

INFUSORIAL EARTH OR EARTHT TRIPOLITE. 

The occurrence of this material in southern New Bi^unswick has been 
alluded to under the heading of " Economic Minerals," by the Messrs. 
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Bailoy, Matthew and Ells, in thoir report (present Bcport of Progress) rnfusoriai 
on the geology of that region. XewBruMwiok 

The sample, the results of the examination of which are here given, 
came from Pollet Eiver Lake, Mechanic Settlement, King's County, 
New Bninswick, and was collected by Mr. E. W. Ells. It occurs in 
considerable quantity, the deposit in this lake being, it is stated, about 
four feet deep, and can be readily obtained, either by dredging or 
draining the lake. A couple of slides of this material were prepared 
and placed in the hands of Mr. J. F. Whiteaves for microscopic exam- 
ination. This gentleman informs me that the deposit would appear to 
be of fresh-water origin ; that it contains siliceous spicules of SpcnffiUa 
in great abundance, also quantities of frustules of diatomaceas, mostly 
detached, among which he has recognized the following genera, viz : 
Pinnularia, Surirella^ Stavroneis and JSimantidium. 

In texture it resembled an oai*thy chalk ; very fine grained but harsh 
to the feel ; adheres to the tongue ; colour light greyish-white. Heated 
in the closed tube, assumes a dark-grey colour, due to the separation 
of carboi),and gives off an abundance of a somewhat ammonical, light 
brownish-yellow coloured water — the material evidently containing 
nitrogenous organic matter. After ignition, with free access of air, 
its colour is reddish-white ; if treated with hydrochloric acid previous 
to ignition, the colour is white or at most has a just perceptible reddish 
tinge. 

When digested, either before or after ignition, with a boiling solution 
of caustic potash or soda, the silica readily passes into solution, leaving 
a small amount of insoluble residue, which after ignition has a light 
reddish-brown colour. The insoluble residue readily subsides from the 
solution, this latter, if the material has been treated before ignition, 
has a brownish- yellow colour; if after ignition, and consequently when 
free from organic matter, the solution is colourless. 

This sample had been kept in the dry atmosphere of the laboratory 
for a lengthened period, and was regarded as perfectly air-driod. At 
100° C, the oxygen of the air exercises a modifying influence upon 
this material, so that, in order to ascertain the correct loss by water at 
this temperature, it is necessary that the operation should be con- 
ducted in an atmosphere of hydrogen or carbonic acid. 
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An analysis of the air-driod matorial gave the following results: 

Silica 80.487 

Alumina 3.146 

Ferric oxide 0.951 

Lime 0.342 

Magnesia 0.28:s 

Carbonic acid 0.011 

Phosphoric acid ? 

Potash and soda ? 

Wateri — combined and hygroscopic, and organic matter. . . 13.321 

98.541 

1. — Water and organic matter. 

a. Loss on drying over sulphuric acid 6.535 

b. Loss (in addition to that of a.) on drying at 100° C, in a 

current of pure and dry hydrogen 3.582 

c. Loss (in addition to that of a. and 6.) on ignition (and 

after correction for carbonic acid) 3.204 

Total 13.321 

The air-dried material left, on treatment with a boiling solution of 
caustic potash, 7.994 per cent, insoluble residue of a light reddish-brown 
colour (after ignition). 

As regards the economic value of this infusorial earth, it may be said 
to constitute an excellent polishing material ; and although no experi- 
ments have been made to determine its absorbent power, it may 
reasonably be expected to prove well adapted for the preparation of 
dynamite. Again, the extreme facility with which it is dissolved by 
caustic alkalies (potash or soda), would suggest its advantageous 
employment for the manufacture of what is commonly known as 
*' water-glass " or "soluble-glass," a preparation which meets with 
many important applications in the arts, as for instance, as a cement for 
the manufacture of artificial stone ; for the hardening and preserving 
of building stones ; in fixing fresco colours by the process of stereo 
chromy; as an addition to soap in the preparation of the so-called 
"silicated soaps," etc. 

KAOLIN. 

The material here alluded to occurs on a property belonging to Mr. 
Paul Trottier, situated in Grand Frenier, County of Two Mountains, 
Quebec. 

The locality was visited by Mr. James Kichardson in July, 18T9, with 
the object of ascertaining its precise mode of occurrence, the probable 
extent of the deposit, and also for the purpose of procuring a sample 
for examination and analysis. 
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Mr. Richardson iDforms mo that it occurs in a dyke of from one to 
two feet thick, dipping north wai'd at an angle of about 50°, and cutting 
through flat massive beds of Potsdam sandstone. That at the time of 
his visit Mr. Trotticr had excavated about twenty feet in depth and 
the same in length, the produce of which appeared to be al)out two 
tons. It was stated that at the depth of twenty feet, the thickness 
appeared to be increasing, inasmuch, however, as there were several feet 
of water in the excavation, Mr. Eichardson had no opportunity of 
satisfying himself on this point. The sample received was in the form 
of compact friable masses, with a greasy feel, and tine earthy texture. 
Colour light brownish-yellow mottled with white. Adheres to the 
tongue. Forms with water an exceedingly plastic paste. 

After diying at 100° C, its composition was found to be as follows: 

Silica 32.009 

Alumina 29.907 

Ferric oxide 14.023 

Chromic oxide 0.554 

Titanic acid 9.558 

Lime .. 0.411 

Magnesia 0.247 

Pota8h A 

Soda } Traces 

Water (direct estimation) 13 005 

99.714 

All the iron has been calculated as ferric oxide, the amount present 
as ferrous oxide not having been determined. 

On carefully washing a large quantity of this clay, there ultimately 
remained, mixed with a little of the coarse material, a very small 
quantity of a heavy black granular powder which, upon examination, 
was found to consist, for the greater part, of chromite ; a small quan- 
tity of titanic acid was also detected in this powder ; it was not, how- 
ever, satisfactorily determined if this was present in the form of 
Ilmenite or no. 

In oixler to test its refiactory quality, some of the clay was moulded 
into the form of minature bricks, the edges of which were left as sharp 
as possible ; these having been carefully dried, first by exposure to 
the atmosphere and then to a temperature of 100° C, were subse- 
quently inserted in a covered crucible, and this latter placed in an air- 
furnace, the temperature of which was gradually raised until at the 
expiration of about an hour, an incipinent white heat had been 
obtained, at which temperature it was maintained for an additional 
hour. On examining the contents of the crucible after cooling, it was 
found that the edges of the bricks remained perfectly in tact, showing 
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no indication oven of incipient fusion. The bricks which, at the time 
of their insertion, were light brownish-yellow, had now assumed, exter- 
nally a purplish-brown, and internally a blackish-brown colour. They 
were sonorous and exceedingly hard and tough. 

ALUNOOEN. 

Collected by Mr. Scott Bai:low from an old heap of shale at the 
" Scotia Mine," Springhill coal-field, Cumberland County, Nova Scotia. 

Analysed by Mr. Frank D. Adams. 

This specimen was in the form of a crust of from five to ^ye and a 
half centimetres thick. Colour white, in some places light yellow. 
Taste inky-astringent. Melts in its water of crystallization and at a 
higher temperature gives off sulphuric acid. Soluble in water. 

Anaiyato o Ite analysis gave the following results : 

alanoffen. 

Sulphuric acid 36.935 

Alumina 13.479 

Ferric oxide 2.888 

Ferrous oxide 157 

Lime 140 

Magnesia 1 38 

Potash 087 

Soda 131 

Ammonia (small quantity) Undet. 

Water 45.109 

Insoln})Ie matter 235 

99.21)9 
NATURAL WATKRS. 

WATERS OF THE ASSINIBOINE AND RED RIVERS. 

Waters of the Gcolofcical character of the areas drained by these rivers. — The 

Assiniboine 

and Red following information in connection with this su])ject ha.s, at my 

request, been kindly furnished me by Dr. G. M. Dawson. 

" The Eed Riv-er, flowing from south to north, runs probably for its 
whole length over deposits of late date. These are, either the fine 
silty materials laid down in the bed of the southward extension of 
Lake Winnipeg, which previously occupied the valley; or clays and 
sandy clays due to the glacial period. Long and important streams, 
however, join the Red River, both from the east and west, and the 
character of the river water is doubtless due to the nature of the 
country occupied by the springs and sources of these, rather than to 
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the composition of the bed of the main stream, with which the waters Watew of the 
passing rapidly and in large volume cannot come very often or inti- anTiied'"* 
mately in contact. Probably more than half of the water of this river ^^^^'^ ''**°^ 
is derived from the Rat, Roseau and Bed Lake Bivors and other streams 
flowing from the wooded and marshy country to the east, and this it 
may be supposed does not differ much from that found in the rivers 
flowing from woodland country in eastern Canada. This country is 
also covered with drift deposits of glacial and post-glacial age, and the 
streams seldom or never flow over solid rock. The tributaries from 
the west, including the Shayenne, the Pembina and numerous smaller 
rivers, are from a region which may be regarded as almost altogether 
open prairie, and is subject to a rainfall considerably less in amount 
than that in the east These streams flow in part over glacial and post- 
glacial deposits, but in part also over the underlying Cretaceous rocks, 
of which the shales and clays of the Foii; Pierre group cover the most 
extensive area. Springs, the waters of which come in contact with the 
Cretaceous rocks also, doubtless feed the tributaries. The Ci*etaceous 
shales contain a considerable proportion of disseminated pyrites, which 
latter when exposed to atmospheric influences undergoes decomposition, 
ultimately giving rise, in the presence of the calcium carbonate con- 
tained in the rocks, to the formation of gypsum, with which mineral — 
generally in the crystalline form of selenite — many of the beds are in 
consequence charged. There are also on this side of the Red Biver, 
several springes impregnated with common salt ; these resemble those 
of the Manitoba Lake district, and are probably like them derived from 
the underlying Devonian rocks. Springs of this character are known 
on the Salt Biver, south of the Pembina, and it was previously 
attempted to utilize these as a source of supply of salt. Similai* 
springs are said also to occur on the Scratching Biver. 

The country drained by the Assiniboine resembles in most points 
that described as giving rise to the other western tributaries of Bed 
Biver. By some of the eastern branches of the upper part of the 
Assiniboine, from Biding and Duck Mountains, a certain amount of 
woodland drainage is derived ; but by far the greater part of its tribu- 
taries bring to it the drainage of prairie land, with a comparatively 
small rainfall, and in which the saline matters would therefore be 
supposed to exist in a more concentrated form. Though a compara- 
tively small portion of the total length of the streams can flow in actual 
contact with the underlying Cretaceous rocks, there is reason to believe 
that in the prairie region west of the valley of the Bed Biver, a great 
part of the drainage of the country passes below the drift deposits along 
the surface of the undelying rocks, and this being brought very inti- 
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WftUn oftiM matelj in contact with these rocks woald be likely to be influenced by 
'^"'"***** their composition." 

These samples of the waters were collected by Mr. A. S. Cochrane, 
—at the instance of Dr. R Bell— on the 26th of October, 1879 ; that of 
the Assiniboine was taken from the centre of the river, about a quarter 
ofa mile above its junction with the BedEiver; whilst the water of 
latter was taken from the cenSxe of the stream, about a quarter of a 
mile above where the former flows into it 

The water of the Assiniboine, after filtration, had a faint yellowish 
tinge. The suspended matter, which had a brownish-grey colour, left 
on ignition a light reddish-brown coloured residue, this on examination 
was found to consist of argillaceous matter. 

The water of the Bed Biver, after filtration, had a pale yellowish 
tinge. The suspended matter was of a light brownish-yellow colour, 
on ignition it left a residue, which, as in the previous case, consisted 
of argillaceous matter. 

The nature and amount of the organic matter contained in these 
waters was not ascertained, — the quantity of water at disposal being 
altogether inadequate for the purpose, — apart from which, it is highly 
probable, that, during the interval of collection and analysis, the 
organic matter had, to some extent at least, undergone decomposition, 
the amount of carbonic acid therefore, although estimated, has not 
been given. 
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The analyses of these waters were conducted by Mr. Frank D, Adams, 
and the following are the results obtained by him, expressed in gi'ains 
])er Imperial gallon : 



ASRINIBOINI. 

Potassa 0.499 

Soda 5.H24 

Lime 6.783 

Magnesia . . . ^ 4.588 

Alumina and ferric oxide(l) 0.084 

Silica 1.571 

Sulphuric acid 4.906 

Carbonic acid , ? 

Chlorine 1.988 

Orj^anic matter ? 



RED RIVEK, 

.. 0.549 
.. 5.028 
.. 6.912 
. . 5.142 
.. 0.092 
. . 2.208 
. . 7.093 

? 
. . 3.390 
.. ? 



Oxygen equivalent to the 

chlorine 0.448 

Total dissolved solid matter, 

dried at 100'' C 41.09 



0.765 
44.63 
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Suspended matter — ASBUfiBoiNi. 

Prganic 0.692 

Mineral 4.508 



RED YIVEK. 

... 0.342 
. . 3.509 



Analyief of 
waters of the 
Aniniboine 
and Red 
BiTars, cent. 



Total 5.200 

Hardness (2) — 

Temporary 13.90 

Permanent 6.70 



3.851 



16.03 

7.87 



Total 20.60 



Specific gravity 1000.64 



23.90 



1000.52 



Tho foregoing acids and bases ai'o most probably combined in the 
the water as follows : 

(Carl)onate8 calculated as mono-carbonates and all the salts estimated as an- 
hydrous.) 



Chloride of sodium 


▲SSINIBOm. 

. .. 3.277 


RKD RIVER. 

5.589 


Sulphate of potassa 

" of soda 


.. . 0.923 


1.016 


... 8.216 


4.727 


" of lime 




6.739 


Carbonate of lime 




7.388 


<< of magnesia.. 


... 9.635 


10.798 



1. — Although here given us ferric oxide, the iron was doubtless present in the 
water as a ferrous salt. — 2. Direct method, Wanklyn and Chapman. 

In the ciise of the Assiniboine water there was an excesn of t^oda, 
alx)ve that reciuii-ed for the siilpharic acid, amounting to 0.114 grain 
(equals 0.084 sodium) — this might be present as carbonate: it would 
require 0.129 chlorine or 0.147 sulphuric acid in excess of the amounts 
found of these respective constituents. It has been calculated as, and 
added to the, sulphate of soda. 

COALS. 



BITUMINOUS COAL AND BROWN COAL OR LIGNITE. 

1. — Bituminous coal. — Sent for examination by Mr. Jas. S. Hickman, of 
Amherst, Cumberland County, Nova Scotia. Exact locality not 
known, but said to have been taken from '' a bank on Black Biver, 
following the outcrop of a seam of coal in the bank about twelve 
feet from the surface." 

This coal presented a slickensided appearance ; it was traversed 
by occasional thin bright layers, the prevailing lustre was, how- 
ever, dull and somewhat resinous; fracture irregular. In parts it 
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C4Mii8— contained a good deal of iron pyrites, also occasional thin bright 

«naiyeee of, laminflB of graph itio-looking matter. 

The weight of the sample received was fifty pounds, the whole 
of this was reduced to powder and intimately mixed, in order to 
obtain a fair average sample ; a portion of this was taken, and 
afforded by slow and fast coking the following results : 

Slow coking. Fast coking. 

Hygroscopic water 3.73 3.73 

Volatile combustible matter 28.01 3433 

Fixedcarbon 54.28 47.96 

Asb 13.98 13.98 

100. 100. 

Coke 68.26 61.94 

Batio of volatile combustible matter 

to fixed carbon 1 : 1.94 1 : 1.40 

By rapid heating a bright and tolerably firm coke was obtained. 
CJolour of the ash purplish-gi*ey. This coal very closely resembles 
a sample of coal brought by Mr. Scott Bai'low from the " Styles 
Mine." 

2. — ^Lignite. — The locality of its occurrence is stated to be thirty milei^ 
west of Fort McLeod, — near the base of the Rocky Mountains, foui- 
miles south of Pinchor Creek, Old Man's Eiver ; within a quarter 
of a mile of an Indian farmer's house, — ^North West Territory. 

Colour pure black; structure somewhat lamellar; luatre shining 
resinous, with occasional dull patches; powder black, the same 
communicated a deep brownish-red colour to a boiling solution ot 
caustic potash. 

Analysis by slow and fiist coking gave : 

Slow coking Fast coking. 

Hygroscopic water 6.26 6.26 

Volatile combustible matter 2y . 31 3 1 .96 

Fixed carbon 55.70 53.05 

Afih 8.73 8.73 

100. 100. 

Both slow and fast coking gave a pulveinilont coke. The ash 
had a pale reddish-brown colour and agglutinated slightly at a 
bright red heat. 

3. — Eeceived through Dr. G. M. Dawson from Charles Horetzky, Esq., — 
the specimen was labelled " Skccna, Station 37, nine miles above the 
Foi-ks," — British Columbia, 
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Colour black ; lustre for the greater part bright^ but contained ckMdfr- 
occasional dull layers, consisting apparently of cai'bonaceous shale, oont ^ ^ * 
It was rather brittle. Docs not soil the fingers. Takes fire in a 
lamp flame, burning with a bright somewhat «moky flame and 
evolving an empyreumatic odor : in the closed tube yields water 
and tarry matter. Coloui' of powder black with a faint brownish 
tinge, the same communicated no coloui*ation to a boiling solution 
of caustic potash. 

By slow and fast coking the following results were obtained : 

Slow cokiDg. Fast ookiDg. 

Hygroscopic water 1 .05 1 .05 

Volatile combustible matter 15.35 19.09 

Fixed carbon 42.70 38.96 

Ash 40.90 40.90 

100. 100. 

Ratio of yolatile combustible matter 

to fixed carbon 1 : 2.78 1 : 2.04 

By slow coking the under portion of the powder alone was sin- 
tered, the middle and upper portions remaining pulverulent. Fast 
coking gave a firm coke. Ash pale cream-coloui*. 

4. — Eecei ved through Dr. G. M. Dawson from Charles Horetzky, Esq., — 
the specimen was labelled *'Skeena, Station 65, twenty miles above 
the Forks," — British Columbia. 

Made up of alternate dull lay el's of what appeared to be carbona- 
ceous shale and a bright black coal, occasionally these latter exhi- 
bited a conchoidal fracture, but the greater number showed a very 
distinct columnar structure at right angles to the plane of bedding. 
It does not soil the fingers. In the closed tube yields water but 
scarcely any tarry matter, evolves however a faint empyreumatic 
odour. Colour of the powder black, the same communicated no 
colour to a boiling solution of caustic potash. 

Analysis by slow and fast coking gave the following results : 

• 

Slow coking. Fa«t coking. 

Hygroscopic water 1 .52 1 .52 

Volatile combustible matter 7.63 7.20 

Fizedcarbon 45.61 46.04 

Ash 45.24 45.24 

100. 100. 

Katie of volatile combustible matter 

to fixed carbon 1 : 5.97 1 : 6.39 

Both slow and fast coking gave a pulverulent coke. Colour of 

the ash almost white. 
2 
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5. — This specimen of coal was received through Dr. G. M. Dawson 
from Mr. Hankin, of Skeena Forks, who stated that the locality 
of its occurrence was about eighteen miles up the Watsooquah 
Eiver, Britisk Columbia. The sample was a very small one. 

Very compact, homogeneous, haixi. brittle. Does not soil the 
fingers Colour black, but not pui^e black, having a just percep- 
tible brownish tinge. Lustre dull resinous. Fracture conchoidal. 
Takes fire in a lamp flame, burning with a bright flame (which, 
however, soon dies out on removal from the source of heat), emis- 
sion of smoke and a slight empyreumatic odour. Heated in a 
covered crucible it pixxlucos a very large amount of flame. In the 
closed tube yields a considerable quantity of tai-ry pixxiuct. Its 
powder did not impart the slightest colouration to a boiling solution 
of caustic potassa. 

An analysis, by fast coking, gave the following results : 

Volatile matter 40.52 

Fixed carbon 57.61 

Ash 1.97 

100. 

A determination of the water gave 0.85 per cent., as however, 
owing to lack of material, no control was made, the amount of 
this constituent is included in the number indicating volatile matr 
tor. Rapid heating gave a firm coke. The ash, which was some- 
what bulky, had a light reddish-brown colour and agglutinated 
slightly at a bright red heat. 

This is an excellent coal and closely resembles a coal of the true 
Coal measures. Its geological position, according to Dr. G. M. 
Dawson, is Mesozoic, most probably Cretaceous. 



IRON OKES. 



Iron ores— 
analyses of, 



jVos. 5 and ii were analysed by Mr, Frank D. Adains. 

I. — A magnetic iron ore, from Harriet Harbour, Skincuttle Inlet, 
Queen Charlotte Islands, British Columbia. 

Dr. (i. M. Dawson, from whom the specimen was received, 
informs me that this ore there constitutes a very considerable 
deposit. There were two samples, here de^signated as A. and B., 
both from the same locality: A. may be said to rc])rcscnt a j)retty 
fair avurui^e of a large bulk i)f the ore, B. on the other hand must 
be regarded as a picked specimen. 
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Moiirtive, with a structure varying from coarse crystalline to in»norc«— 
tine crystalline-granuliir in A. — to tine crystalline-granular, almost TOntf^ ^^* 
compact, in B. The gangue in these specimens consisted almost 
entirely of quartz and calcit« ; sample A. containing in addition 
here and there a little iron-pyrites. 

These specimens were found to contain — 

A. 

Metallif^ iron •. 5806 per cent. 

Insoluble matter 8-48 *' 

B. 

Metallic iron 69-88 per cent. 

Insoluble matter 1-81 " 

2. — A magnetic irjn ore, from about ten miles upOukaosipi or Pickerel 
River, west of Michipiooten, Ontario. 

Received from Lh\ R. Bell. 

Massive, structure tine-granular. Colour dark st«el-grey. Stn^ak 

black. Lustre metallic, glistening. Fracture uneven. Readily 

attracted by the magnet. It contained : 

Metallic iron 63-81 per cent. 

Insoluble matter 10-82 " 

3. — A magnetic iron ore, from Iron or Magnetite Island, at the Narixjws 
of Knee Lake, District of Keewatin. 

The specimen was received from Dr. R. Bell, who states that the 
deposit is an extensive one. 

Massive, structure very tine-granular, almost compact. Lami- 
nated, (-olour bluish-grey. Lustre dull. Oii examination was 
found to contain : 

Metallic iron 45-86 per cent. 

This specimen was perfectly free from titanic acid. 

4. — A specimen of bog-iron ore, from lot sixteen or seventeen of the 
ninth range of Thurlow, Hastings County, Ontario, — sent by Mr. 
J. Stewart for examination, contained : 

Metallic iron 48-52 per cent. 

No other constituents were determined. 

5. — A tine crystalline-granular magnetite, from the fifth lot of the 

sixth range of the township of Lutterworth, County of Halliburton, 

Ontario. It contained : 

Metallic iron 40-26 per cent. 

Insoluble matter 26-55 '*■ 
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Iron ores— This specimen was examined for titanic acid, and found not to 

analyses of, , _ . 

contT contain any. 

6. — From the sixteenth lot of the seventh range of the township of 
Lutterworth, County of Halliburton, Ontario. 

A somewhat fine crystalline-granular magnetite. 

The ganguo in this specimen consisted mainly of calcite and a 
yellowirth-brown mica. It was found to contain : 

Metallic iron 46*50 per cent. 

Insoluble matter 20-16 " 

No titanic could be detected in this specimen. 



Copper ores— 
analyi 



COPPER ORES. 

^ 1. — From Spar Island, Lake Superior. 

lysesof, 

This specimen will be found fbliy described under Grold and Silver 
Assays, No. 9. It contained : 

Copper 38*24 per cent. 

2. — From lot A, north side of Echo Lake, District of Algoma. 

The specimen was received ftx)m G. F. Austin, Esq., and was 
taken from a vein twenty-six feet wide. It consisted of oopper- 
pyrites in a gangue of white subtranslucent quartz, and was for 
the gi'eater part coated with a thin film of hydrated peroxide of 
iron, which latter mineral also filled the small cavities and numer- 
ous delicate fissures occurring in the specimen. In this instance 
the associated quartz amounted to forty-four per cent, of the 
sample. It was found to contain : 

Copper 18-74 per cent. 

3. — From Poole's Shaft, Skincuttle Inlet, Queen Charlotte Islands, 
British Columbia. 

Collected by Dr. G. M. Dawson. A vory fine granular, almost 
compact, bluish-black magnetite, carrying a little copper-pyrites j 
with here and there a slight incrustation of green carbonate of 
copper and an occasional stain of hydrated peroxide of iron. The 
sample examined was found to contain 21*82 per cent, of insoluble 
siliceous matter, and : 

Copper 1-89 per cunt 

This ore was assayed for gold and silver by Mr. Frank D. 
Adams, but without detecting a trace of either. 
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MANGANESE ORES. Manganese ore, 

analjrsis of, 

1. — From Boularderie Island, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. 

The sample weighed twenty-five pounds, and was in the form of 
porous, friable lumps, varying in colour fix)m dai'k brown to 
brownish and bluish-black, with occasional patches of roddinh- 
brown. 

In order to prepare a fair average sample for analysis, the 
whole was reduced to fine powder and then most thoroughly 
mixed. After drying at 100*^ C, it was found to contain : 

Peroxide of maDganese 1 1 04 per cent. 

Sesquioxide of iron 12-49 " 

Insoluble matter 67-76 « 

It was also found to contain a very small amount of copper — 
possibly scarcely amounting to more than a trace, — a small 
amount of nickel, and also some cobalt, the whole amounting to 
(according to a rough quantitative analysis) al)out 0*2 to 0-3 per 
cent, and of which the cobalt is the chief constituent. 



GOLD AND SILVER ASSAYS. 



Gold and SilTer 



amays. 

Province of 
PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA. Nova Scotia. 

Assays Nos. 1 and 2 were conducted by Mr. Frank D. Adams. 

1. — Prom the so-called copper mine, Coxheath HilU, Cape Breton. 

Received through Mr. Hugh Fletcher from Mr. J. B. Burchell. 

A fine crystalline mispickel, of a light steel-grey colour. The 
specimen weighed not quite one and three^uarter ounce. It was 
found to contain : 

Gold Distinct traces. 

Silver 1*252 ounces to the ton of 2,000 lbs. 

2. — From * * * (Exact locality not stated.) 

Examined for Mr. W. H. Weeks of Dartmouth. 

It consisted of a somewhat coarse crystalline galena (in parts 

coated with carbonate of lead), associated with calcite. It was 

found to contain : ^ 

Lead 61-54 per cent. 

Silver 1*468 ounces to the ton of 2,000 ]ks. 

Gold Mere traces. 
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OoldMidSilTer PROVINCE OP NEW BRUNSWICK. 

namajBi conL 
Prorinee of 

New Brunswick Assays Nos. 4 and 5 7Dere conducted by Mr. Frank D, Adams. 

3. — From Wanamakei, Hammond River, King's County. 

A somewhat coarse crystalline galenite, associated with a small 
quantity of copper-pyrites, in a gangue of white translucent 
quartz; the latter, in this instance, amounted to seventy-nine ])er 
cent, by weight of the specimen. It w^as found to contain : 
•Silver 3 009 ounces to the ton of 2,000 IbR. 

4. — From Middle Landing Falls, Nepisiguit River. 

This specimen, which was collected by Mr. R W. Ells, consisted 
of a white translucent quartz, holding a large proportion of p^Tite. 
Weight of specimen not quite one and a half ounce. It contained : 

No gold or Rilver. 

5. — Fi-om the northern part of York County, on the eastern side of the 
St. John River. 

Received through Mr. Wallace Broad, from Mr. Edwaixi Jack of 
Frederic ton. 

Galena, associated with calcite and a little quartz. It was found 
to contain : 

Silver 1-893 ounces to thf* ton of 2,000 lbs. 

Province of PROVINCE OF QlEBKC. 

Assays Nos. 7 ami 8 ircn' conducted by Mr. Frank D. Adams. 

6. — From (iilbort River, County of Beauce. 

This specimen was sent for examination by Mr. Louis Gendroau. 
It consisted of a white subtranslucent quartz, more or less stained 
with oxide of iron and contained a small quantity of pyrite. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

7. — From the seveiity-tifth lot of the first range, N. K. ('haudit-iv. 
County of Beauce, District of St. Francis. 

A white subtranslucent quartz, associated with some greyish- 
black chloritic matter and containing here and tlierc a few specks 
of ii'on pyrites. The sample weighed close upon four and a half 
pounds; the whole wa.s reduced to tine powder and most thor- 
oughly mixed, in order to ensure a fair average sample foi* assay. 
It wtis found tocontain : 

Neither gold nor silver. 
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8. — Pix)m the township of Wakefield, Ottawa County. Gold and Silver 

Received through Mr. H. G. Vennor, from Mr. A. Gates, of^;(j^^*;«^J^^ 
Pdche village. 

A white— with occasionally a bluish or greyish tinge — translu 
cent quartz, travereed by small veins of a light green-coloured apa- 
tite, and in parts coated with hyd rated peroxide of iion. Native 
gold was readily discernable, it occurred sometimes in the quartz, 
and at other times in the oxide of iron or else at the junction of 
the two. The sample weighed veiy little more than an ounce. It 
was found to contain : 

Gold 11 .725 ounces to the ton of 2,000 fts. 

Silver '. 52.323 '« " " " 



PROVINCE OF ONTARIO. 

As&ay No, 13 was conducted by Mr. Frank D. Adams. 

9. — From Spar Island, Lake Supenor. 

The specimen, a single fragment, weighed twelve ounces. It 

consisted of copper-glance in a gangue of quartz and calcite; the 

surface was to some extent coated with a thin incrusUUion of green 

carbonate of copper, also in parts with a slight deposit, oftentimes 

scarcely amounting to more than a film, of peach-blossom-red 

arseniate of cobalt. This specimen contained a little native silver. 

It contained : 

Gold None. 

Silver 41 .329 ounces to the ton of 2,000 lbs. 

The amount of copper in this specimen was also estimated ; 
the results of the determination will be found given under Copper 
Ores, No. 1. 

10. — From Spar Island, Lake Superior. 

The specimen, a single fragment, weighed al>out nine and a 
quarter ounces. It consisted of a coarsely crystalline calcit^j, asso- 
ciated with a little quartz, and contained a small quantity of 
copper-glance and some native silver. It was found to contain : 

Gold None. 

Silver 136.967 ounces to the ton of 2,000 lbs. 

11. — Fix)m Spar Island, Lake Superior. 

This specimen, a single fragment, weighed about one and a half 
ounce. It consisted of copper-glance in a gangue of coareely 



Province of 
Ontario. 
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ciysialliiie caldte, the latter propondwitiiig; It eantoincd aomia 

natrre sflver. Aamy gave: 

OoM • None. 

SflTer • 108.733 omoM to tiie toa of 1,000 la 

12. — ^From Spar lalaod, Lake Si^nor. 

The spedmen, a smgle fragment^ weired abont three and ftree- 
quarter omnoei. It consisted of coarsely erystalliiie caldlte^ asso- 
ciated with quarts and holding a very onall quantitj of copper- 
glance and a litUe natiTe silver. It contained : 

Gold Hone. 

SflTor e.36S ooDoes to tiie ton of 3,000 Is. 

» 

13. — From lot eleven, township of MdntfrCy between Ae Duncan Mine 
and Onrrent Biver, Thunder Bay, lAke Saperior. 

Beceived through Dr. B. Bell from J. Dew^ Bsq. 

A coarsely cfystaUine, white, transparmt calcite, with a consid- 
erable qnanlily of blende, a little galena and copper pyrites, some 
dark greenish-black chloritic matter and some qoartB. It contained 
only: 

Sihrer :•••••/ Tisooi. 

DISmCT OV KIBWATIlf* 

All the specimens from this district were received from Dr. R Bell. 

Assays Nos. 14 to 33 inclusive voere conducted by Mr. Frank D. Adams. 

14 — From one of a namber of veins found aboat three miles from the 
sonth-west extremity of Long Island, east coast of Hudson's Bay. 

White translacent vitreous quartz, with light brownish-pink 
tourmaline and a dark-green massive chloritic mineral ; in parts 
slightly stained with oxide of iron. Weight of speimcen, five and 
three-quarter ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

16. — From Lake of the Woods, twenty-five miles south-west of Rat 
Portage. 
Presented to Dr. Bell by Inspecting Chief Factor McTavish. 

Massive, fine crystalline iron-pyrites, with a little hydrated 
oxide of iron. Weight of specimen, eleven and a quarter ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

16. — Found six miles north of Richmond Gulf. 

Whitish translucent quai*tz and pyrite, the latter much 
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weathered : the pyrite constituted over half the bulk of the Bpeci- Gold and Siirer 
men. The latter weighed nearly one pound. District of 

Keewatin, 
It contained neither gold nor silver. eont. 

17. — From an island in Black Whale Harbour, locally better known 
as Teska Harbour. Taken fi-om one of a group of veins. 

Bluish-grey indurated limestone holding iron-pyrites. The 
specimen weighed Um and a quarter ounoos. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

18. — From the location of Mr. W. Harris, Falcon Lake, near Lake of 
the Woods. 

A somewhat rusty granular quartzite with a little molyb- 
denite. Weight of specimen nearly nine ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

19. — Fi'om Fire-steel Eapid, which is twenty-three miles above the 
Long Portage on the Mattagami River. 

Consisted mainly of a fine crystalline pyrite and quarts ; much 
stained on the surface by oxide of iron. Weight of specimen not 
quite one and a quai*ter pound. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

20. — Taken fi'om a vein found at Grod's Lake. 

Subtranslucent quartz tinged with oxide of iron and holding a 
little pyrite. Weight of specimen, thirteen and a half ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

21. — Also from a vein found at God's Lake. 

Greenish and light bi*ownish quartz with a few specks of 
copper-pyrites. Weight of specimen, not quite six ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

22. — ^Taken from a vein found ut Island Lake. 

Subtranslucent greyish quartz, with a greyish-green chloritic 
mineral. Weight of specimen, four ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

23. — Chm*chill, one mile west of New Fort. Taken from a vein about 
two feet wide. 

A whitish and light grey subtranslucent quartz. Weight of 
specimen, not quite five ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 
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GoiduidSilTer24. — Churchiil, half a mile north of the New Fort. From a vein 

^SnetoT Tarring in thickness from one to three feet. 

5lS57***"' Faint gi-ejish-white subtranslncent qnartz, with some light 

green chioritie mineral and a little specular iron. Weight of 

s]>ecimen. .seventeen oanees. 

It eontaiDed neither gold nor nlrer. 

25. — From a vein three and a half miles east of the month of the 
Churchill Biver. The vein is about three feet wide and can be 
traced for several hundred jards east and west. 

Heddish and light brownish-grey subtranslncent quartz, with a 
very small quantity of pjrrite and specular iron. Weight of speci- 
men, not quite eight ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silrer. 

2ft, — From a vein about five miles due east of the mouth of the 
Churchill Eiver. The vein was stated to be large and some- 
what irregular. 

A subtranslncent greyish quarts with a little specular iron. 
Weight of specimen, not quite six ounces. 

It contained neither nlrar nor gold. 

27. — From, what was stated to be, a good-sized vein on Eagle Nest 
Point, about six miles east of the mouth of the Churchill Biver. 

A light grey vitreous quartz. Weight of specimen, rather more 
than three and a half ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

28. — From the same locality as the last ; stated to have been taken 

from a good-sized vein. 

Subtranslncent greyish quartz, in parts impregnated with 

finely divided specular iron. Weight of specimen, not quite 

.seven ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

29. — From a vein on Buttery Point, between one and two miles east 
of the mouth of the Churchill River. 

A greyish and whitish suhtranslucent quartz. Weight of speci- 
men, rather more than eight and a half ounces. 

It contained neitlicr gold nor silver. 

30. — Specimen taken from another vein, same locality a8 the last. 

A greyish opaque quartzite with a little specular iron. Weight 
of specimen, rather over nine ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 
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31. — From Inari, not far from Marble Island, west coast of Hudson's Gold and silver 
Bay. Reported by the Esquimaux to occur in large quantity. SStnct of 

Fine crystalline ii-on pyrites in a gangue of light bluish-grey cont. 
magnesian limestone. Weight of specimen, close on eleven ounces. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

This specimen was also examined for copper, nickel and cobalt ; 
it did not contain a trace of either. 

32. — From the northern point of a largo island in Lake of the Woods, 
. about twelve miles south-east of Rat Portage. Received through 
Dr. R. Bell from J. Dew^, Esq. 

Quartz, penetrated by delicate needles of hornblende, with 
some greenish chloritic matter and a little calcite. It contained 
distinctly visible native gold. Weight of specimen, one and a 
quiirter ounce. It was found to contain : 

Gold 37.31 8 ounces to the ton of 2,000 lbs. 

Silver 1.431 " " " «' 

33. — From Lake of the Woods ; vicinity of Rat Portage. Received 
through Dr. 11. Bell from J. Dew6, Esq. 

A somewhat granular, whitish quartzite, rusty on weathered 

surfaces, carrying a very small quantity of molybdenite, and a 

little greenish chloritic matter. Assay showed it to contain : 

Gold Traces. 

Silver 0.597 ounces to the ton of 2,000 lbs. 

PROVINCE OP BRITISH COLUMBIA. Province of 

British 
Colnmbia. 

Assays Nos. 37, 38 and 39 icere conducted by Mr, Frank D. Adams. 

34. — Sent for examination by W. Pollard, Esq., the Secretary- of the 
"Enterprise" Gold and Silver Mining Company, Victoria, 
British Columbia. 

A white subtranslucent quartz coated with hydratod peroxide 

of iron ; some of the fragments were very much honeycombed, 

othei^ contained numerous angular cavities; these latter, in either 

case, most probably at one time contained iron-pyrites, and 

which had been removed by weathering ; about one-sixth, by 

weight of the sample of ore, consisted of pulverulent hj'drated 

peroxide of iron ; it further contained a little iron-pyrites and 

galena, and a few fragments of a dark bluish-gre}^ slaty matter. 

It was found to contain : 

Gold 20096 ounces to the ton of 2,000 lbs. 

SUver 4-929 " " « " 
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Gold and surer 35. — From the Douglas Portage, British Columbia. 

The sample was taken from a vein occurring at an elevation 
of about two thousand feet above the sea level, and about nine 
miles in a north-easterly direction from the hot springs. The vein, 
which has a width of five and a half feet, is nearly vertical, runs 
due north, and is distinctly traceable on the surface for over one 
mile. 

A milky- white quartz, associated with a greyish-green chloritic 

mineral. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

36. — From the Douglas Portage, British Columbia. 

From a vein about five hundred feet to the westward of the one 
from which the preceding sample was taken. It occurs at an 
altitude of about seventeen hundred feet above the sea level, has 
a width of two and a half feet at the surface, and runs due 
north, with a dip of about thirty degi*ees to the east. The speci- 
men consisted of a white, subtranslucent quartz, in parts stained 
with oxide of iron and containing a small quantity of a greyish- 
green chloritic mineral. 

It contained neither gold nor silver. 

3t. — ^This specimen, collected by Dr. 6. M. Dawson, was taken from 
the Champion Ledge, near Fort Creek, Omineca. 

A white, subtranslucent quartz, with galena, a little pyrite, 
and a trifling amount of hydrated peroxide of iron — the quartz 
constituting rather more than half the bulk of the specimen; the 
latter weighed ten and a half ounces. It was found to contain : 

Gold Trace. 

Silver 19-723 ounceH to the ton of 2,000 ft>9. 

38. — From Gnarled Islands, near Dundas Island, northern part of 
British Columbian coast. 

Collected by Dr. G. M. Dawson. 

A light greyish quartz, associated with a light brownish calcite 
and some dark green chloritic matter, with a little copper- 
pyrites and green carbonate of copper. Weight of specimen one 
pound one ounce. It contained : 

Silver Trace. 

39. — From the Arctic Circle Claim, Boulder Creek, Omineca. 
Collected by Dr. G. M. Dawson. 

Galena, associated with a slightly rust-stained, subtranslucont 
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qaartz ; tho former contained numei-ous cavities, holding hydrated GoidandSUvo. 
peroxide of iron. A portion of the galena, carefully freed from K^^noe of 
the associated quartz and oxide of iron, was found to contain : CoiumbU, 

coot. 
Gold None. 

Silver 128*078 oanceB to the ton of 2,000 lbs. 

It was considered desirable to ascertain if the associated 
hydrated peroxide of iron carried any gold. For this purpose, 
such portions of the galena as were most thickly coated with this 
oxide were selected ; this material was found to contain, in addi- 
tion to the silver pertaining to the galena, in the sample thus 
prepared : 

Gold "Distinct traces. 

And which had evidently accompanied the peroxide of iron ; 
the above assay of the pure galena having conclusively proven 

the same to be entirely free from gold. 

« 

MISCELLANEOUS EXAMINATIONS. MiioeU«Qeoiis 

examinAtioDs. 

1. — Mineral specimen sent by Mr. Gisborne, in oixler that it might be 
examined for copper. The locality of its occurrence was stated 
to be the Big Slide, Fraser River, British Columbia. 

It consisted of a mixtui'e, almost in equal proportions, of pjTite 

and pyrrhotite. It was examined by Mr. Frank D. Adams for 

copper, nickel and cobalt, and found to contain : 

(IJopper 0.097 per cent. 

Cobalt (with a little nickel) 0.060 <' 
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